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BORR, KOWALSKI, HINDES FILL SINGLES POSITIONS

Lady Blue Devils Did Reload
For Exciting Tennis Season

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO SERVE UP ANOTHER SEASON…The Westfield High School girls tennis team recently kicked off its 2011
season. Pictured, left to right, are: front row; Julia Criscuolo, Caroline King and Marilyn Kowalski; back row, Taylor
Ingber, Sam Hindes, Maddie Rosenberg, Sarah Murphy and Elizabeth Cusick. Missing: Lexi Borr, Lilly Sisto, Marina
Kovalenko and Brittany Gould.

It’s been three full seasons since
WHS’s boys soccer team came up short
against Scotch Plains-Fanwood, go-
ing back to the 2007 county tourna-
ment semifinals. Since then WHS has
a 6-0-1 record against the Raiders, a
streak that will be put on the line this
afternoon at SP-F.

Soccer is the major sport at SP-F,
and rightly so. The Raiders have been
a state power since Tom Breznitsky
became the coach, some 597 wins ago.
So it may come as a surprise to some
that, in the 75 previous meetings be-
tween the two schools, the Blue Devils
have won 32 times and SP-F 31 times,
with 12 draws.

To say most of those 75 previous
games were close and bitterly con-
tested would be an understatement.
Take the past three years:

In 2008, WHS won twice, both 1-0.
In 2009, WHS won twice, 2-1 and 4-3.
In 2010, WHS went 2-0-1, winning

1-0 and 2-1 with a 1-1 tie.
WHS is 6-0-1 in the last seven meet-

ings, but only has a 12-6 goals differ-
ence.

SP-F is the preseason favorite to
win its first state Group 3 title since
1998. WHS, whose last state Group 4
title came in 1995, has a young team
after last year’s senior-dominated
squad won the county championship.

It’s WHS vs. SP-F. Anything – and if
you go back far enough in this wild
series, we really do mean anything –

can, and often does, happen.
Oh, not to make it any bigger, but

WHS coach George Kapner came into
this season with 996 career coaching
wins, for all sports, and was at 998
after wins over Linden and Ridge. So,
if WHS beat Union on Tuesday (cer-
tainly not a gimme), Kapner would be
at 999 career Ws coming into the SP-
F match.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
Is there anything better than a shut-

out? Pretty much the answer is n-o,
no! But if that shutout is against SP-F,
and if it takes place on the day the
Class of 1961 is in the stands as part of
its 50th class reunion weekend, it’s
definitely icing on the cake. (All that
was missing was the band playing
“Hot Time in the Old Town Tonight”
as it marched down Rahway Ave. to-
ward the school.)

That’s what happened Saturday, as
’60 co-captains Pete Braun, Ross
Mannino and their classmates happily
watched the Blue Devils open the 2011
season with a 17-0 victory over the
Raiders (or Plainsmen, as they were
known back in the ’60s).

It was the second straight shutout
WHS has pitched against their archrival
(28-0 last year), and that’s the first
time that’s happened since 1991 (6-0)
and ’92 (21-0). The Devils lead the
overall series 37-12-2.

Kicker Jon Gribbin finished his four-
year career vs. SPF with 15 of 15 PATs

and a field goal.
TEAMS TO BEAT

The boys cross-country and girls
tennis teams have each won two
straight state Group 4 titles and, once
again this fall, they are the teams to
beat in New Jersey. In fact, the boys
have won 14 state cross-country
crowns in their history, while the girls
have notched eight state tennis titles.

Coach Jack Martin’s runners (i.e.,
Jack’s Pack) haven’t lost a dual meet
since 2004 and bring a 54-meet win
streak into the season. That’s the fifth
longest of any sport in school history,
trailing boys swimming (59, 1957-
62), boys tennis (61, 2007-08), girls
swimming (74, 1984-90) and girls
cross-country (92, 1994-2003). With
seniors John Kirna, Jack Leahy, David
Carville, Kevin Ingram and Evan
Tarlow to lead the way, that streak
should continue.

Although graduation took Sam Borr,
Debbie Wu, Katherine McKinley, Mel-
issa Morawski and Morgan Murphy,
coach Matt Varhley returns junior Lexi
Borr, arguably the best player in the
state. With freshman Marilyn Kowalski
and senior Sam Hindes filling in the
other singles slots, veterans Sarah
Murphy and Taylor Ingber at first doubles
and the athletic duo of Liz Cusick and
Julia Criscuolo at second dubs, the Blue
Devils figure to be visiting Mercer
County Park in late October for another
state title run. They’ll get an early test
this weekend at the Moorestown Invita-
tional, which includes Haddonfield,
Holmdel, Montgomery, Newark Acad-
emy and the host Quakers.

TITLETOWN UPDATE
WHS is still No. 1 among Group 4

schools and still has the most indi-
vidual state champions, but the Devils
have slipped to No. 2 behind Group 2
Haddonfield for most overall (team
and individual) state championships.
The ’Dawgs had a huge 2010-11 sea-
son, especially in track and cross-coun-
try, and now have 384 state titles, com-
peting in the second smallest group.
WHS has 375 titles competing against
the state’s biggest schools, and a huge
lead over Trenton (326), Plainfield
(301, but now a Group 3 school), Co-
lumbia (275) and Montclair (269).

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
(and any fifth) Thursday of every
month during the school year. Contact
us with comments, complaints and
suggestions at bj1019@aol.com. And
remember, win or not, Whs4evr!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Not That WHS vs. SPF
Soccer Needs Hype, But …

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five of the seven starters on the
varsity have graduated, but this year’s
Westfield High School girls tennis
team has reloaded and may not even
skip a beat.

“We are in a good situation, be-
cause the girls who replaced last year’s
graduating class are very prepared.
We shouldn’t skip a beat this year. We
are not looking at wins and losses
right now. We are just trying to prac-
tice hard and play tennis the right
way. If we do those two things, I think
we are going to be successful,” Blue
Devil Head Coach Matt Varhley said.

The beat was very strong last year
when the Lady Blue Devils swept all
five flights at the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) championships, won
the sectional and Group 4 titles, then
defeated Red Bank Catholic, 3-2, to
claim the Tournament of Champions
(TOC) crown and to finish with a

perfect 21-0 record.
Junior Lexi Borr, who won the UCT

first singles title in her freshman and
sophomore seasons, has returned once
again and will be even stronger at first
singles. Last year she finished with a
29-1 record to bring her two-year
total to 60-3.

“She has improved a lot. We are
expecting a lot of good things from
her this year. She is in the top-20
nationally. I think she is ranked third
in the East, and she now has a world
ranking,” Coach Varhley pointed out.

Samantha Borr and Debbie Wu,
who were UCT champions at second
and third singles, respectively, last
year, have graduated, but the Blue
Devils have had two very talented
girls who have been waiting on the
wings. Seniors Marilyn Kowalski and
Samantha Hindes will fill the second
and third singles spots, respectively.
Last year, both girls had the talent to
fill a varsity singles spot on most

opposing teams.
“Both Marilyn and Sam Hindes

have patiently waited for their oppor-
tunity to get in the lineup. The girls
were part of our team last year, and
they did a good job watching and
learning. In that sense, they bring a
lot of experience, and they are very
eager to play,” Coach Varhley said.

Senior Sarah Murphy, who won
the UCT title at first doubles last year
with her sister Morgan, will join se-
nior Taylor Ingber at that position this
season. Morgan, who has won three
UCT doubles titles, has graduated,
but the transition for Sarah with a new
partner should be relatively smooth.

“Taylor complements Sarah’s game
very nicely. They both have classic
strokes and have a very consistent
game. Sarah is a lot stronger on her
backhand, and Taylor is more domi-
nant on her forehand side. We are
going to be very tough at first
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Hunterdon Central Tops
Blue Devil Gymnasts

The Westfield High School Gym-
nastics team began its season with a
110.05-104.025 loss to Hunterdon
Central on September 9 at Hunterdon
Central Regional High School in
Flemington. Last year, the Red Dev-
ils placed seventh in the New Jersey
State Team Championships.

The Blue Devils lost only one se-
nior from last year’s team (Kelly
Bohlinger) and added five freshmen,
including Hannah Goldring and Jenna
Rizkalla, who placed 3-4 in the all-
around with respective totals of 35.3
and 33.45. Red Devils Stephanie Reid
(36.75) and Jessica Vallorosi (36.025)
placed 1-2 in the all-around.

Rizkalla took first in the vault with
a 9.275 followed by Red Devils Lara
Haberle (9.2), Reid (9.15) and

Vallorosi (9.05) and Blue Devils
Goldring at 8.75. Blue Devil Kelly
Vasel scored an 8.35. On uneven bars,
Haberle (9.1), Reid (9.05) and team-
mate Hailey Patterson (8.95) placed
1-2-3. Blue Devil sophomore Abby
Cook took fourth at 8.75 and Rizkalla
tied for fifth at 8.175. Goldring scored
a 7.975.

Vallorosi took first on the balance
beam with a 9.375, followed by Cook
at 9.25, Goldring at 9.225 and Red
Devils Brooke Whalen at 9.05 and
Patterson at 9.025. Blue Devil senior
Sara Shields scored 7.725. Reid (9.55)
and Vallorosi (9.45) took 1-2 on the
floor exercise, while Goldring took
third at 9.35. Blue Devils, freshman
Mae Devin, and Vasel had respective
scores of 8.625 and 8.575.
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COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Situated on a wooded, private lot in the Watchung
Mountains, this 4 Bedroom, 2.5 Bath Colonial, is beautifully updated
and meticulously maintained.  Formal Dining Room, 1st floor Family
Room with wood-burning fireplace. All design choices are in keeping
with the feel of a country home. Warm and inviting, this home has a
wonderful floor plan to accommodate great entertaining and easy living.
Many recent updates/improvements. This gracious home is Turn-Key.

James

McLoughlin

EXPANDED RANCH

SCOTCH PLAINS. This bright well-built Expanded Ranch features 4
Bedroom, 2 Baths, EIK, FDR, LR with wood-burning fireplace, 3 season
porch, 2 car attached garage with entry in rear of house, CAC, gas heat and
a full unfinished basement with high ceilings. This home sits on just over
a third of an acre of property with the driveway leading to a cul-de-sac.
Located in the prestigious Parkwood Section, on the south side of Scotch
Plains. Convenient to Fanwood/Westfield trains and Garden State Parkway.

Jacqueline

Waldman

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD. Completely Renovated Colonial Home Boasts 4
Bedrooms, 4 Full Baths, Gourmet Kitchen with Granite, Master Bedroom
with Spa Like Bath and Finished Basement. Beautifully Appointed and
Loaded with Amenities: Hardwood Floors, Crown Molding, Custom
Interior & Exterior Detailing, and Quality Craftsmanship. Professionally
landscaped, new driveway and new 1 car garage. Convenient to Schools,
Town, NYC Transportation and Across from the Park & Pool.

Niki

Fry

RANCH

SCOTCH PLAINS. Beautifully expanded 3 Bedroom, 3 Bath Ranch has
hardwood floors that flow throughout this open spacious floor plan. The LR
offers an elegant setting with a fireplace, FDR just steps away, includes an
expanded seating area with a 2nd fireplace. The 1st floor FR frames the
extensively landscaped backyard, the EIK has travertine marble floors, granite
countertops, SS appliances and custom cabinetry. The custom floored 2 car
garage is on the same level as the house.

Kathleen

Alagna

NEW CONSTRUCTION

WESTFIELD. A thoughtful architectural plan has been executed
with superior craftsmanship and attention to detail to create an impressive
new residence. This fabulous new home to be built by Elegant Homes
features a 2-story entrance foyer flanked by LR/FDR; 4 Bedroom, 3 Full
and 2 Half Baths; gourmet Kitchen w/island and separate eating area
opens to FR with fireplace; MBR with luxurious full bath and walk-in
closet; detailed with classic molding and hardwood flooring.

Associate of the Month

Donna

Fabrizio

Phyllis Brown
Top Dollar Volume for the Month of August


