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SALITURO SCORES LONE GOAL OFF GLOVER’S ASSIST

Lady Raiders Stop Cougars
In Soccer Home Opener, 1-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Junior Lea Salituro took a crossing
shot from teammate Julie Glover and
buried it into the net from six yards
out with 10 minutes off the clock in
the first half for the only score of the
game to give the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team a 1-0 victory over a highly im-
proved Cranford Cougar team in
Scotch Plain on September 8.

“Julie shot it and it went across the
goal. I came in from the other side.
The goalie wasn’t ready, and I shot it
as hard as I could,” Salituro explained.

The 1-0 Lady Raiders, the defend-
ing Union County Tournament cham-
pions, were on the offensive for the
vast majority of the game; however,
the Lady Cougars put together a very
stubborn defense to keep themselves
within striking range.

“I think for the first game of the

season, we did exactly what we
wanted to do. We were looking to
come out and have a very competi-
tive game. Scotch Plains is going to
be one of the top teams in the county,
so I think up to this point it’s a posi-
tive. Now we know what to expect in
terms of their speed and intensity,”
Cougar Head Coach Jen Mischewicz
said.

“Cranford played really well. They

MITCHELL HITS LANZANO FOR 2 TDs, GRIBBIN F.G.

Blue Devils’ Gamble Pays Off
In 17-0 Grid Win over Raiders

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Opportunity knocked. A gamble
was taken, and it paid off for the
Westfield High School football team
that went on to defeat a larger sized
Scotch Plains-Fanwood squad, 17-0,
at Gary Kehler Stadium in Westfield
on September 10.

The 1-0 Blue Devils found them-
selves in a fourth-and-six at their
own 41-yard line, but an encroach-
ment penalty put them only a yard
away from continuing their drive.
The decision was to go for it, and
quarterback Nate Mitchell followed
the blocking of center Dan Bigelow
and guard Ryan Elliott. The result
was a four-yard gain that would set
up the first score of the game.

“We were all psyched up that, after
that penalty, we wanted to get that
first score. Nate wanted to be the guy

to get it [run the ball], and he trusted
Dan and I to get a good push for him,”
Elliott explained.

From that point, running back
James O’Rourke used three running
plays to place the ball on the Raider
38. Mitchell hit split end Mike
Stravach for a 17-yard reception, and
three plays later, tight end John
Lanzano got free over the middle and
Mitchell hit him for a 20-yard touch-
down (TD) with 2:04 left in the first
quarter, capping an 11-play, 63-yard
drive.

“The safety came up and in pre-
game, we said, if the safety comes
up, John just keep going on a play-
action. He was wide open,” Mitchell
explained.

“The coach told us, if the safety bit
and came up, right away I knew I was
going to be open,” Lanzano ex-
plained.

The Blue Devils’ second TD was
also a 63-yard drive (after a 15-yard
penalty), but it took only seven plays

to hit pay dirt. On the fourth play of
the series, Mitchell hit O’Rouke with
a little dump pass over the middle,
which turned into an 18-yard gain,
resting the ball on the Raider 25.
Three plays later from the 18, Mitchell
found Lanzano, who slanted into the
end zone with 16 seconds remaining
in the half.

“That play was low-to-high, and
the linebacker let John go right past
him, so I just hit John right on target,”
Mitchell explained.

“Nate got me the ball. I turned
around and saw an opening, so I just
lowered my head and got into the end
zone,” Lanzano said.

The Blue Devils’ final score cov-
ered 66 yards on 14 plays, but it also
featured a pleasant surprise. Brendan
Dugan replaced O’Rourke, who was
cramping, and carried eight times in
that series for 50 yards, which began
with a 14-yard gain and ended with a
19-yard run around the left side to the

St. Benedict’s Gray Bees Sting
SPF Raider Boys in Soccer, 6-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Gray Bee midfielder Christian
Hernandez hooked a free kick over
the reach of goalie Seth Schlisserman
into the upper left-hand corner of the
goal from 35 yards out less than six
minutes into the second half to start
a chain reaction of five goals that
guided St. Benedict’s Prep to a 6-0

victory over the hosting Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School boys
soccer team at Wexler Field on Sep-
tember 8.

The first half, however, was a rela-
tively tight contest with the 4-0 Gray
Bees, ranked No. 2 in the nation,
holding a slight edge in possession.
Most of the Gray Bees’ ball control
came within the scoreless first 25

minutes of the half. Although the
Raiders stepped up the pressure to-
ward the end of the half, the Gray
Bees’ scored when Gianfranco
Giammatteo won a scramble in the
box after a corner kick and slipped
the ball into the net with 7:07 remain-
ing.

Both teams took three corner kicks
in the first half, and although both
teams took several shots towards the
goal, only one, other than the goal,
could have been considered in the
dangerous range and Schlisserman
managed to tip that shot over the
crossbar.

“I thought we played exception-
ally well in the first half. In my opin-
ion, we played with them. The pos-
session was 50/50. They had a hard
time dealing with the pressure that
we put on them. I thought we played
nice soccer, nothing much different
than we played in Costa Rica. A ball
gets ping ponged around that we
should have cleared out of there, and
then they tap one in,” Raider Head
Coach Tom Breznitsky said.

When Hernandez converted his free
kick with 34:14 on the clock in the
second half, the roof seemed to col-
lapse for the Raiders but not for the
Gray Bees.

“The second half, the goalkeeper
makes a crucial mistake in allowing a
ball from 40 yards out to go in, and
that makes the game 2-0. That took
its toll,” Coach Breznitsky said. “I
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Probitas Verus Honos

Dan Marino – Miami Dolphins
Born September 15, 1961

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SWARMING ALL OVER A RAIDER…A host of Blue Devil defensemen, including Pete Ondi, No. 27, and Mike LaFace,
No. 72, latch onto Raider running back Anthony Byers. The Blue Devils defeated the Raiders, 17-0, at Kehler Stadium on
September 10.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
LEAPING FOR THE SOCCER BALL…Raider Jackie Mains, No. 5, and Cougar Emily Lupin, No. 22, both leap for the
soccer ball, as Raider Christy Monroy, No. 13, closes in. See more on goleader.com Ballyhoo Sports.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FIGHTING FOR POSITION…Raider Kwamir Philippe attempts to get position
on the ball in the game against St. Benedict’s Prep.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
WATCHING A WILD THROW AT FIRST…St. George’s Bryan Munoz watches the ball sail out of the reach of St. James
first baseman Ted Giandana in the second inning of the St. Bart’s Championship game on Labor Day. See story on page 15.


