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Health Department Reveals
Flu Inoculation Schedule

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Re-
gional Health Department has sched-
uled the following dates for seasonal
Flu Inoculation Programs. These pro-
grams are open only to residents of
Fanwood, Garwood, Mountainside,
New Providence, Roselle Park,
Springfield, Summit and Westfield.

Proof of residency may be required.
There will be a $10 fee, cash only, for
every participant who does not have
Medicare. Participants will be taken
on a first-come, first-served basis.

Friday, September 16, Westfield
Municipal Building, Community
Room, 10 a.m. to noon, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield. This clinic will be for
individuals age 65 and older only.

Monday, September 19, Westfield
Municipal Building, Court Room, 6
to 7:30 p.m.

Monday, September 26,
Mountainside Municipal Building,
Court Room, 6 to 7:30 p.m., 1385
Route 22, East, Mountainside.

Thursday, September 29, Spring-
field Municipal Building, Court
Room, 6 to 7:30 p.m., 100 Mountain
Avenue, Springfield.

Tuesday, October 4, New Provi-
dence – Senior Citizens Center, 10
a.m. to noon, 15 E. 4th Street, New
Providence.

Wednesday, October 5, Indepen-
dence Way, 9:30 to 10:30 a.m., 350
Independence Way, Springfield.

Wednesday, October 5, Sarah

Bailey, 11 a.m. to noon, 30 Church
Mall Street, Springfield.

Thursday, October 6, Fanwood
Recreation Center, 6 to 7:30 p.m.,
Forest Road, Fanwood.

Friday, October 14, Summit – Se-
nior Housing Center, 10 to 11:30
a.m., 12 Chestnut Avenue, Summit.

Wednesday, October 19, Garwood
Fire House, 6 to 7:30 p.m., 415 South
Avenue, Garwood.

Saturday, November 19, Roselle
Park High School, 9 to 11 a.m., 185
W. Webster Avenue, Roselle Park
(cafeteria).

Anyone who is Medicare Part B
eligible must bring his or her card to
the program.

The Centers for Disease Control
now recommends all individuals 6
months and older receive seasonal
influenza vaccine (i.e., the flu shot),
especially persons age 65 and older,
with and without chronic health con-
ditions; residents of long-term care
facilities; persons ages 2 to 64 with
chronic health conditions; children
age 6 months or older who attend any
licensed child care center or pre-
school activity; pregnant women;
health-care personnel who provide
direct patient care, and household
contacts and out-of-home caregivers
of children age 6 months and younger.

For additional information, call the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment at (908) 789-4070.

POLICE BLOTTER

ALL GOD’S CREATURES…Pastor Cynthia Cochran-Carney joins pets and
owners at a previous Blessing of Pets at the Willow Grove Presbyterian Church
in Scotch Plains. This year’s event will take place on Sunday, September 25, from
4 to 5:30 p.m. The rain date is Sunday, October 9.

Willow Grove to Conduct
Annual Blessing of Pets

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Presbyterian Church will
hold its annual Blessing of Pets on
the church lawn on Sunday, Sep-
tember 25, between 4 and 5:30 p.m.

Members of the community are
invited to bring their pets to receive
a blessing from the Reverend Cynthia
Cochran-Carney, pastor. Individu-
als whose pet is sick or has died may
bring a picture, and these pets will
be included in a blessing as well.

All animals are welcome, but must
be on a leash or in a cage. A brief
service of prayer and singing will
take place at 4 p.m. Each pet will
receive an individual blessing. Af-
terward, Sylvette Hartroth and her

award-winning Shetland sheepdogs
will perform a dog-agility course
demonstration. There also will be a
puppy-petting pen. The rain date for
this event is Sunday, October 9.

For more information about Wil-
low Grove, call the church office,
Monday through Friday, at (908)
232-5678; e-mail
info@willowgrovechurch.org or ac-
cess willowgrovechurch.org.

Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church is located at 1961 Raritan
Road in Scotch Plains, across the
street from the south-side firehouse
and soccer field and near the corner
of South Martine Avenue. All fa-
cilities are handicap-accessible.

AAI to Salute Dr. Thomas
At Meeting Tomorrow

CRANFORD – Amateur Astrono-
mers, Inc. (AAI) will hold its
monthly meeting tomorrow, Friday,
September 16, on the campus of
Union County College in Cranford.
It will take place in the Roy Smith
Theater. The campus is located at
1033 Springfield Avenue.

This General Membership meeting
will be dedicated to Dr. Lew Thomas,
who passed away in May 2011. Dr.
Thomas was a well-respected and
long-time member of AAI and the
Union County College faculty.

The AAI executive committee
also wishes to acknowledge the con-
tributions of other AAI members
who have recently passed on, in-
cluding Henry and Mark Adams,

George Chaplenko, David and
Gloria Kuchinsky and Julius Zsako.

Following the presentation, mem-
bers of the public are invited to join
AAI members at the William Miller
Sperry Observatory on the campus
for refreshments and the chance to
look through the two largest ama-
teur telescopes in the northeast
(weather permitting).

The Sperry Observatory is open
to the public every Friday evening,
rain or shine, between 7:30 and
10:30 p.m. for an informal talk and
observing.

Additionally, the public is invited
to join AAI at the Trailside Nature
and Science Center in Mountainside
on every clear Saturday at 1 p.m. for
solar viewing through AAI’s portable
solar telescope and special filters in
the light of hydrogen-alpha emis-
sions. Solar prominences, sunspots
and filaments also will be on view.

For more information, visit
asterism.org or call (908) 276-STAR.
Admission and parking are free.

5K Run/2 Mile Walk Events
To Aid Paul Jackson Fund

AREA – The Paul Jackson Fund, a
charity based in Westfield, will hold
its second annual Paul Jackson 5K
Run, 2 Mile Walk and Kids’ Fun Run
on Sunday, October 9. The events
will be held at Oak Ridge Park, lo-
cated at 130 Oak Ridge Road in Clark.

Registration will begin at 8 a.m.
The Run will start at 9:30 a.m., the 2
Mile Walk will begin at 9:45 a.m. and
the Kids’ Fun Run will kick off at
10:30 a.m.

The Fund was started in 1991 for
Paul Jackson, a 1979 Westfield High
School graduate, who became para-
lyzed as a result of surgery to remove a
spinal cord tumor. Friends in Westfield
raised money for Mr. Jackson so he
could participate in a rehabilitation pro-
gram not covered by insurance.

When Mr. Jackson no longer
needed the help, he began assisting
others in similar circumstances, pro-
viding assistance to qualifying fami-
lies and individuals who were in a
financial crisis due to a long-term
illness or disability. For 18 years, he
helped hundreds of families who had
no place else to turn for help.

In 2009, after a hard-fought battle
with cancer, Mr. Jackson passed away
at age 47. His wish was for the mis-
sion of The Fund to live on. The Paul
Jackson Fund continues to help fami-
lies throughout New Jersey who are
struggling and without hope. This
year marks the 20th anniversary of

The Paul Jackson Fund.
The Paul Jackson 5K, 2 Mile Walk

and Kids’ Fun Run is The Fund’s
main fund-raising event. Mr.
Jackson’s sister, Mary Jackson, said,
“Last year was our first year and we
were really pleased with the turnout,
but we’re hoping for even more people
this year. It’s a great race and a fun
day for the whole family.”

The 5K course is USATF-certified
and awards will be given to top racers,
overall and within age categories. All
participants will have the chance to win
random prizes and there will be post-
race refreshments, face painting and
crafts and games for children. The 2
Mile Walk will be wheelchair-friendly.

There also will be vendor booths
as well as information about The
Paul Jackson Fund and recipient sto-
ries. In addition, The Sneaker Fac-
tory will give away $15 gift certifi-
cates to the first 200 people who
register for the race.

To register, visit pauljacksonfund.org
or raceforum.org. To donate to The
Fund, visit pauljacksonfund.org or
Firstgiving/pauljacksonfund.org. For
more information, call the PJF office at
(908) 233-6110.
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Area Library to Offer
Genealogy Programs
PLAINFIELD – The Plainfield

Public Library will begin a series of
programs on family history with
“Climbing Your Family Tree: Gene-
alogy for Beginners” on Tuesday,
September 20, running from 10:30
through 11:30 a.m.

Further classes will include “Get-
ting Started with Ancestry Library
Edition” on October 18 and “Free
Databases for Genealogists” on No-
vember 15. Classes will be held in
Room 5 on the lower level of the
library. All classes will be free. The
library is located at 800 Park Avenue.

For more information or to regis-
ter, call the library at (908) 757-1111,
extension no. 136; e-mail
localhistory@plfdpl.info or go to
plainfieldlibrary.info/Departments/
LH/LH_classes.html.

Saturday Event to Aid
Victims of Hurricane
CRANFORD – “Rising Above – A

Musical Celebration of Hope,” ben-
efiting those in Cranford devastated
by Hurricane Irene, will take place
this Saturday, September 17. Begin-
ning at 6:30 p.m., it will be held at
Cranford High School, located at 201
West End Place in Cranford.

All proceeds will go to Cranford
Family Care Hurricane Relief Fund.
Tickets are $20 per person in ad-
vance/$25 at the door. The event will
include musical performances by lo-
cal talent and a Tricky Tray.

For tickets, contact Ginger Burd at
gburd2@verizon.net or (908) 272-
4315. Tickets also can be purchased
at Cougar Headquarters, 415 Cen-
tennial Avenue, (908) 497-9900 and
at Cranford High School in the mail
office. Checks should be made pay-
able to Cranford Family Care.

Cranford Family Care is a 503(c)
charitable organization; Tax Id
02215085691.

Legion to Recognize
Families of Troops

SCOTCH PLAINS – American
Legion Post No. 209 has initiated a
program to honor Scotch Plains and
Fanwood families who have loved
ones serving in the U.S. armed forces.

Post No. 209 is planning a Blue
Star Service Banner ceremony to rec-
ognize these families whose relatives
currently are serving on active duty.

A Blue Star Service Banner displayed
in the window of a home is an American
tradition. The banner lets others know
that someone in the home is proudly
serving in the U.S. military.

Those interested in participating in
the ceremony may call American
Legion Post No. 209 at (908) 322-
9845 to register for the event, which
is tentatively planned for some time
in late September at the post home in
Scotch Plains.

Individuals are asked to leave
contact information, including a name
and telephone number. A Post No.
209 representative will then call to
follow up with additional information
on the program.

Suspect Sought In Robbery
Sunday of Westfield Bank
By SUZETTE F. STALKER

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Authorities are
seeking one or more suspects in the
robbery last Sunday of the TD Bank
on the 500 block of North Avenue,
East, in which a man escaped with
approximately $5,700.

Lieutenant Scott Rodger of the
Westfield Police Department told The
Westfield Leader Tuesday that the man
waited on line before approaching a
teller at approximately 2 p.m. He
handed her a note that read, “I want all
the money. Loose bills.” No weapon
was shown, the lieutenant said.

The teller stepped back from the
counter, at which point the suspect
grabbed money that already was out
on the counter and fled the bank,
according to Lieutenant Rodger. The
suspect was seen fleeing on foot to
4th Avenue, where he was observed
entering the passenger side of a black

Nissan Altima that was parked with
its brake lights on. The vehicle then
left the scene.

The suspect is described as a light-
skinned Hispanic male, about 27
years old, approximately 5 feet, 8
inches tall with a thin build, and
unshaven with a moustache. He was
wearing a black cap with white de-
signs, a black hoodie with a zipper,
a white T-shirt and dark pants.

Westfield Police Captain Clifford
Auchter told The Leader that “the
FBI was contacted and they have
responded” concerning the investi-
gation. He said that the agency is
involved because the case “fell within
their  purview of jurisdiction,” but
said he could not elaborate further.

Anyone with information is asked
to call Detective Lieutenant John
Ricerca of the Westfield Police De-
partment at (908) 789-6082. All calls
will be kept confidential.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
STARTING OVER... Ferraro’s Restaurant in Westfield began demolition this
week of its building that was destroyed in a fire that occured in May.

Westfield
Tuesday, September 6, a business on

the 300 block of South Avenue, East,
reported the theft of a motor vehicle. The
vehicle was rented on July 15 and was not
returned by its due date of August 15. It
was described as a 2010 gray Toyota
Yaris with an approximate value of
$12,500. The vehicle had not been lo-
cated at press time, according to police.

Tuesday, September 6, Danielle Lugo,
23, of Kenilworth was arrested on an
outstanding Westfield warrant for $500
after turning herself in at police headquar-
ters. She was processed and posted bail.

Friday, September 9, Adona Roney,
30, of Piscataway was arrested during a
motor vehicle stop at South Avenue and
South Elmer Street on six warrants from
South Plainfield totaling $3,159 bail. She
was processed and turned over to South
Plainfield police.

Friday, September 9, Russell L. Durbin,
Jr., 50, of Westfield was arrested on a
warrant issued by the Westfield Police
Department for theft of a motor vehicle.
He was picked up at the Ocean County
jail, transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting
$7,500 bail.

Sunday, September 11, a motor ve-
hicle was targeted for criminal mischief
on the 500 block of Hanford Place.

Sunday, September 11, jewelry valued
in excess of $55,000 was reported stolen
from a residence on the 500 block of
West Broad Street.

Mountainside
Thursday, September 1, a resident of

Beech Avenue came into police head-
quarters to report that he lost his driver’s
license and Harrah’s Casino and Resort
room key in the area of the community
pool.

Friday, September 2, an individual came
into police headquarters to report he was at
a Route 22 theater and lost his key.

Saturday, September 3, a resident of
Woodacres Drive reported that his un-
locked motor vehicle was broken into
and loose change was removed. The ve-
hicle was parked in his driveway at the
time.

Sunday, September 4, a resident of
Coles Avenue suffered burns to both of
her hands and approximately $1,000
worth of damage to her kitchen after a fire
broke out while she was attempting to
make an alcoholic concoction.

Tuesday, September 6, an officer re-
ported to a Route 22 catering hall after a
bride and groom submitted two fraudu-
lent checks to the facility for an event that
occurred on August 14. According to
police, both checks were returned for
insufficient funds and calls to the indi-
viduals went unreturned.

Tuesday, September 6, an officer re-
sponded to an eldercare facility on Route
22 after an employee of the facility at-
tempted to pet a dog there and it barked,
causing her to jerk her hand away. Ac-
cording to police, the dog is owned by the
facility and it is unknown if the dog bit
the victim or if she cut her hand on a desk
when she pulled it away.

Fanwood
Sunday, September 4, Jerome Will-

iams, 48, of Scotch Plains was arrested
on the 200 block of North Avenue on an
active warrant out of Fanwood. He was
processed, posted bail and released.

Thursday, September 8, Jamaal Har-
ris, 21, of Plainfield was arrested follow-
ing a motor vehicle stop at Terrill Road
and South Avenue on an active warrant
out of Seaside Heights. He was processed
and released by the Seaside Heights Court.

Friday, September 9, Donald Wilcox,
42, of Clark was arrested on charges of
possession of suspected marijuana and
drug paraphernalia after a motor vehicle
inspection detail in the area of Martine
Avenue and Watson Road, at which time
an officer observed a vehicle pass him
and the driver attempt to conceal drug
paraphernalia under his seat. According
to police, the vehicle was stopped and the
suspected marijuana was discovered in

the vehicle. Wilcox was processed and
released on a summons with a court ap-
pearance pending.

Saturday, September 10, Antonio Ortiz,
30, of Garwood was arrested and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI)
after a motor vehicle stop at South and
Martine Avenues. According to police,
while speaking with the driver, the of-
ficer detected the strong odor of an alco-
holic beverage coming from the vehicle.
The suspect failed multiple field sobriety
tests and was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released to a re-
sponsible person.

Saturday, September 10, a resident of
the 20 block of Birchwood Terrace re-
ported an unknown person damaged an
exterior electrical outlet to the house.

Sunday, September 11, Craig McCoy,
38, of South Plainfield and Joseph
Wesley, 20, of Scotch Plains were ar-
rested following a motor vehicle stop at
LaGrande Avenue and Staagard Place.
McCoy was charged with an active war-
rant out of the Union County Superior
Court. Wesley was charged with hinder-
ing apprehension after allegedly giving
the officer a false name.

Both individuals were transported to
police headquarters and processed.
McCoy was turned over to the Union
County Sheriff’s Office and Wesley was
released pending a court appearance.

Scotch Plains
Tuesday, September 6, a Route 22

business owner reported that sometime
overnight, someone entered his estab-
lishment through the front door and, once
inside, removed several hundred dollars
from the register.

Tuesday, September 6, a Hill Top Road
resident reported that sometime overnight
someone smashed his front window.

Tuesday, September 6, a resident of
Canterbury Lane reported that she re-
ceived a call from her bank informing her
that someone made several thousand dol-
lars in purchases without her authoriza-
tion.

Thursday, September 8, a resident of
Newark Avenue reported that she re-
ceived a call from her credit card com-
pany stating that someone made several
thousand dollars in purchases without
her authorization.

Friday, September 9, a resident of John
Street reported that a former boyfriend
has been calling her several times a day
and yelling at her.

Friday, September 9, a resident of
Plainfield reported that at approximately
11 p.m. he was waiting for the bus at
Front Street and Jackson Avenue when
someone approached him and demanded
his money. According to police, the vic-
tim handed over an undetermined amount
of money and the suspect then fled the
area on foot.

Friday, September 9, James Casson,
22, of Berkeley Heights was arrested on
a $1,000 outstanding warrant issued by
the Berkeley Heights Court after a motor
vehicle stop on Park Avenue. He was
transported to police headquarters, pro-
cessed and released.

Friday, September 9, Kevin Harris,
32, of Plainfield was arrested after a
motor vehicle stop on Terrill Road on a
$2,000 outstanding warrant issued by the
Scotch Plains Court. He was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released.

Friday, September 9, a resident of
Mountain Avenue reported that she has
been receiving numerous phone calls at
all hours of the night from a former
friend.

Saturday, September 10, a resident of
Jerusalem Road reported that she received
a call from a credit card company re-
questing that she pay her past due ac-
count. According to police, the victim
stated that she never opened an account
with that credit card company.

Saturday, September 10, a resident of
Park Avenue reported that sometime dur-
ing the day someone stole his video tri-
pod that he had left in his driveway.


