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Thanks to Supporters
Of Resolve Fundraiser

On behalf of Resolve Community
Counseling Center (RCCC) and its’ Board
of Directors, I want to sincerely thank all
those who supported our most recent
fundraiser by purchasing tickets to The
Barclays Golf Tournament.

The profits from this Tickets FORE
Charity program were unique and benefi-
cial to Resolve, a non-profit mental health
agency located in Scotch Plains. Monies
raised will help our agency continue to
provide quality, affordable counseling,
advocacy and educational programs for
children, adolescents and adults.

Barbara Roskin
RCCC, Scotch Plains

Who’s Running and Why? Fall
Elections Enter Campaign Mode

Thank You Scotch Plains Firemen
For Pumping Out Our Basement

Neighbors Kicked in to Save
Basement of Vacationing Family

On Tuesday, November 8, you will have the oppor-
tunity, the duty, to vote. The fall election campaign
is slow to start this year due to many distractions and
serious issues demanding attention — economic
stress accompanied by uproarious poppycock, mal-
feasance infested at many levels then spirits damp-
ened by the devastation of Hurricane Irene.

Perhaps more than ever, you need to pay attention
and listen to the views of the candidates. The prob-
lems warrant solemn discussion and unconditional
commitment to resolutions. For sure, there will be
the beauty contest rhetoric, that’s okay as it often
provides comic relief and induces a sense of human-
ism.

We yearn though for the day when the guttural
character assassination, misdirection and falsehoods
are gone.

The onus is not just on the candidates and elected
officials. The public has an obligation to let the
candidates know of their views and recommenda-
tions – hopefully thoughtful with more than just
personal interests. Please write to us.

It’s important for the public to let the candidates
know that it’s okay to do the right thing. Isn’t it
essential to demand it?

This year’s races are highlighted by contests for
the entire 120-seat State Legislature. The voting
result here is important as a trend to point the way for
the divided leadership. Few seats will actually change
hands. Similarly, not much is likely to change at the
firmly held Union County Freeholder board – though
the public seems pent up to find a way to send a
message.

Locally, there are positions to be filled on Westfield
Council, Fanwood (mayor and council), Cranford
Council (mayor is chosen by the council), Garwood
Council and Summit (mayor and council). There is
no municipal election in Scotch Plains this year.

Mountainside seats are uncontested though voters
may apply pressure for something to be done with
the chaos in the school board.

The races in Cranford, Fanwood and Garwood
will decide which parties control the councils in
these towns.

The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times offers space each week for candi-
dates [including party officials] to express their
views to the readers. Also, this is a standing offer
extended all year round to elected officials of the
region currently serving. We thank all that have
participated in this forum and encourage others to
take advantage of this opportunity by submitting
pictures and letters throughout the campaign.

Submittals should be written in first person from
the candidate to the reader. Keep the length to about
500 words and submit by the weekend prior to
publication by e-mail to editor@goleader.com. Do
not include personal attacks, spin and fluff. Our
editors will reject submissions deemed inappropri-
ate.

We ask all candidates to submit their biography,
photo and contact information. Please see
www.goleader.com/11_election for details. This will
be kept online for the public. For a list of candidates
names please see page 3.

This newspaper will attend and report on cam-
paign events when invited. The press is not always
invited, and sometimes prevented from these events
— thus leading the public to believe the coverage is
not “fair and balanced.” We invite all candidates to
be interviewed by our staff.

We look forward to what our readers, leaders and
contenders have to say – and to an informative,
spirited and issued-oriented campaign. Good luck to
all those who have stepped up to seek public office
this year.

PLEASE MR. PRESIDENT,
NO MORE SPEECHES ON

THE ECONOMY

Mountainside Board Member
Responds to BOE Resignations

I want to complement you on the fine
work of two of your firemen. We have a
sump pump in our finished basement. As
a result of Hurricane Irene, we lost elec-
tricity at about 2 a.m., Sunday, August
28, 2011. By mid afternoon, there were
approximately three-and-a half inches of
water on top of our wall to wall carpet.

We called the Scotch Plains Fire De-
partment and that afternoon three fire-
men visited our house to “check it out”
and advised us that we were on the pump
out list. The afternoon of August 29th
(Monday) we were pumped out by Skip
Pall and Rich Kickenweitz. These fire-
men are true gentlemen. Under very ad-
verse conditions (electricity had not yet

been restored and they had many, many
houses and buildings to visit), these
gentlemen were polite, courteous, infor-
mative, reassuring, and generally won-
derful guys. They were patient with my
wife and answered all of her questions as
they pumped out the cellar and restarted
the sump pump with their generator.

As residents of Scotch Plains since
1968, we felt proud that the fire depart-
ment had the caliber of personnel such as
Skip and Rich. They are a tribute to our
town; and when you see them, again,
please give them our personal thanks.

William and Barbara Butler
Scotch Plains

Our town should be proud of our
children’s test scores.  Compared to Ber-
keley Heights and other districts, our
progress is very positive.  However, that
is not the only legacy our community
inherited from prior BOE decisions.
Unfortunately, reserves are drained, tax-
payers fatigued, teachers work without
current technology, and our children sit
in significantly larger classes while par-
ents are forced to pay for subscription
busing and sports.  This was created by a
long history of poor BOE decisions and
now prior board members attempt to ab-
solve themselves of these results as they
resign their positions.  These resigning
board members’ children benefited from
small class sizes and frivolous use of our
school reserves.  Yet, now they espouse
large classes and walk away ignoring
today’s young children who are forced to
do with less as a result of their decisions.

It is disappointing that two board mem-
bers resigned with less than a year left to
their terms.  Resigning with comments
like “the board has no plan” and “I am
truly saddened and frightened by what
the future holds for the Mountainside
children” is non productive noise.  It is
true that today’s board faces more diffi-
cult problems than past boards, but these
problems weren’t created yesterday.
Maintaining test scores, repairing our
schools, and investing in technology,
while stabilizing our finances, is difficult
business.  Unlike the past, the luxury of
large cash reserves is gone and our prob-
lems will be resolved with constructive
debate, critical thinking, and leadership -
not self-serving rhetoric or group think.

I implore our community “to stand up,

take notice, and ask questions.” What
was our past board’s “plan” for our chil-
dren when our district was flowing with
cash reserves?  How were our cash re-
serves depleted when there was no basic
investment in technology or facilities?
Where did our money go?  And why are
we asked to ignore these results?

In the short time I’ve served on the
BOE, I have concluded that we share
common goals even though there were
disparate views on achieving results.  I
have never witnessed any disrespect be-
tween board members and I haven’t been
involved in any non-transparent board
resolutions.  If individuals want to resign
and walk away from our problems, I wish
them luck and thank them for their many
years of service.  However, do so grace-
fully and stop the “political crockery” so
we can focus on repairing the inherited
problems.

Dante Gioia
Mountainside Board of Education

Editor’s note: Please see page 5.

The last two weeks of August finally
arrived and like many of you, my family
and I began our annual ritual that is
summer vacation. This year was a driv-
ing tour of the great south. Our first stop
was Charlottesville, Va. and a few days
later we were in western North Carolina
at the base of the Great Smoky Moun-
tains. We barely escaped a 4.3 earth-
quake in Charlottesville and were now
enjoying the mountains, some white wa-
ter rafting and some western Carolina
barbecue. When we returned to our cabin
we were tuned into the Weather Channel
and their coverage of Hurricane Irene. It
wasn’t New Jersey we were concerned
about but rather our second to last stop:
Charleston, South Carolina. Irene’s path
would consume us for the next couple of
days: Where was she headed? Should we
cancel the rest of our trip? Luckily, as we
were getting ready to depart Pigeon Forge,
Tenn. and Dolllywood (Yes, that’s
“Dollywood” with a “D”) we realized
that Charleston was in the clear and we
could now head southeast.

Once in Charleston, Hurricane Irene
just nicked us. We had some gusty winds
and heavy rain, but nothing major. We
were on the beach the next day enjoying
beautiful sunshine and pleasant breezes.
Despite this, there was a new concern:
Would Irene hit New Jersey?

Weather Channel anchor Jim Cantore
was a new member of our family and the
words “spaghetti model” became part of
our vocabulary. Seeing Mayor Bloomberg
seriously speak of evacuating Manhattan
made us cringe. We communicated with
our neighbors via cell phone and text
message and at first it looked like Irene
was going to be a bit of over-hype. Based
on what we saw on TV as well as heard
from our neighbors, it wasn’t that big of
a deal. Then on the early afternoon of
August 28 I got an ominous text message
from my neighbor “The power just went
out.” A little over an hour later we got a
call from another neighbor that started
with five words “We got some bad
news...” Our basement was totally flooded
due to a powerless sump pump.

We felt helpless down in South Caro-
lina, but much to our amazement, our
neighbors kicked it into high gear. Our
next door neighbors Joe and Helen
Armstrong as well as their two kids and
their friends visiting from the UK imme-
diately went into our basement and began
moving furniture. Our other neighbors
(and their kids) Rafael Cestero and Dave
Cappiello soon came over to lend a hand.
Our other friend and neighbor Julie
Hutchinson (and her daughter) ran home,
got her generator, carted it over and soon
enough our basement was drained!

By this point my wife and I made the
decision to end vacation early. We pur-
chased a generator in Charleston and left
at 3 a.m. on August 29 driving for 13
straight hours to make it home by 4 p.m.
My neighbor Joe came right over (along
with his buddy Paul from the UK) and
began helping rip the wet carpet out of the
basement. My other neighbor, Ron Labin
(who had been bailing his basement for
almost 24 hours), came over and helped
my wife set up our generator. By 6 the
wet carpet and padding was out of the
basement, the generator was on power-
ing our sump pump and refrigerator and
all was about as well as it could be.

That evening the entire neighborhood
came together in Joe and Helen’s back-
yard to eat what food had defrosted in
freezers and/or was in danger of spoiling
due to a powerless refrigerator. I pulled
my gas grill into Joe’s backyard and we
had two grills going – one with chicken
another with steak. The kids were play-
ing flashlight tag and some of my neigh-
bors were walking around with headlamps
on. We all sat down and enjoyed a candle-
light dinner while being serenaded by the
sound of gas-powered generators. It all
made for a pretty fun experience.

I know we all get stuck in our routines
and can forget what great lives we have
and how much we’re blessed. That’s why
something like Hurricane Irene – while
being a bit of a thorn in our sides – was a
good thing. It made me realize what a
great community and neighborhood my
family lives in. Hurricane Irene showed
me what great neighbors really are and it
also reminded me that perhaps we take
electrical power for granted.

There were rumors that the power
would not be back until the weekend or
possibly September. Much to our sur-
prise the power came back on the after-
noon of August 30. By 4 the hum of the
generators was gone, extension chords
were rolled up and aside for the pile of
wet carpet and furniture at the base of my
driveway, life resumed as normal. I actu-
ally found myself a little bummed out.

Patrick Cerria
Westfield

Baker Family Offers Family History
Of Nearly 300 Years in Westfield

Editor’s Note: This is the second of
three installments.

(continued from September 8, 2011)
Frank’s youngest of eight children was

my grandfather, Edward Baker, who my
sister and I called Grandaddy. My mother
told me the story that Grandaddy told her
when he was elderly and she happened to
be driving him down West Broad. He
pointed to a house several down from his
parents (now the Plinton funeral home).
He said that was his first house and when
he built it he put in indoor plumbing. He
said his parents were mortified that he
would put his outhouse indoors.
Grandaddy was quite an athlete. Among
other sports, he was a champion bowler,
winning numerous county and state cham-
pionships. I’m told that at that time bowl-
ing balls were made out of wood, yet he
was able to average in the high 190’s!

Grandaddy never farmed, but worked
for his father-in-law, Paul Schledensky,
who managed the Anchor Fence Co. One
of his brick and iron fences still stands
around the Scotch Plains Baptist Church
cemetery on the corner of Mountain and
Park Avenues. I have a beautiful hand-
written diary that great grandfather Paul
S. wrote during his two-year voyage

around the world from 1877 to 1879
aboard the U.S.S. Constellation. Prior to
that voyage he had been in the first class
of cadets aboard the U.S.S Constitution
(Old Ironsides) in 1876.

My father, Horace, was born in 1905
and from early childhood grew up in the
house at 541 Elm Street that Grandaddy
had built. As was the custom then, the
Schledensky’s moved in next door after
building their new home at 537 Elm
Street. Like Grandaddy, dad was also a
good athlete starting on both the Westfield
High School baseball and basketball
teams. He was also quite a tennis player,
appearing in 13 tournament finals at the
Westfield Tennis Club. He also played in
the U.S. Open at Forest Hills and the
Newport Grass Court Championships.
Dad was the first from his family to go to
college, graduating from Dartmouth in
1927 and then NYU Law.

In 1939 he was elected to the Westfield
Town Council where he and Charley
Bailey, later to become mayor in the
1950’s, championed the creation of
Tamaques Park against strong opposi-
tion. At the time there was much open
land, particularly on the south side of
town, and opponents argued that spend-
ing money on a park was wasteful. But
dad and Charley prevailed and the por-
tion of the park where the main baseball
and softball diamonds and the picnic
grove was built. The area of the two ball
diamonds had been an open sewer pit that
was filled in to create the playing fields.
The tennis courts and other ball fields
were added in the 1950’s. From 1960 to
1966 dad was Westfield’s town attorney
at which time he helped create the Green
Acres park out towards the end of Pros-
pect Street. He also provided the legal
counsel to set up the Westfield Founda-
tion and the Miller-Cory House purchase.

Bruce Baker
Ridgewood

Our Kids, Another
Reason to Be Thankful

We had a block party on Saturday at
Harding Street in Westfield.  The fireteam
brought the truck and explained to all of
the kids what their public service was and
the hours they work to help everyone
during Irene. They really came out and
spoke to our families and gave us yet
another reason to be thankful for these
public servants.

Deb Nillas
Westfield

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Chelonian – Pertaining to tortoises

or turtles
2. Apocrustic – An astringent or repel-

lent
3. Milter – A male fish during breeding

time
4. Pleach – To interweave, as branches

of trees

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

SPONSION
1. A formal promise or pledge
2. Money; coin; wealth
3. The property of a bishop or clergyman
4. A structure that projects over the

side of a ship or boat
SANGUIGENOUS

1. Producing blood
2. Cruel; mean
3. In a relaxed state; resting
4. Oozing; seeping

PERIOPLE
1. A passage from the Bible used in a

formal service
2. Latticework upon which climbing

plants are grown
3. A series of standing stones sur-

rounding a central object
4. The outside, smooth, horny part of

the hoof of a horse
LEISTER

1. A tanner of pelts or animal skins
2. A landlord or land holder; especially

in rural areas
3. A three-pronged, barbed spear for

taking fish
4. A breed of long-wooled sheep

Glad for Ferraro’s
Renovation

I used to go to Ferraro’s at least once
every two weeks. It’s the place I spent
birthdays, good report cards, and family
dinners. My friends would poke fun at
me for always ordering the baked ziti, my
favorite dish.

When it burnt down, I was shocked
and devastated. I thought it completely
unfair that a place I shared so many happy
moments, burnt down in a matter of hours.
Every time I pass the restaurant and smell
the scent of burnt air it saddens me.

When I found out the Town Council
approved the demolition, it was a bitter-
sweet moment. I was sad that the old
restaurant had to be destroyed, but re-
lieved that it would be able to reopen.
With a unanimous vote from the Council
for the reconstruction of Ferraro’s, I knew
that I wasn’t the only who truly loved and
missed the restaurant.

Sarah Leahy
Westfield, WHS Student

‘Twin Towers’ Article
Constant Reminder

I would like to thank you for reprinting
the “Twin Towers Destroyed” article to
commemorate 9/11’s tenth anniversary.
Although I was too young to read the
article in 2001, the reprint allowed me to
reflect on the most tragic event my gen-
eration has ever seen.

As a first grader during the attacks, it
was difficult to comprehend the severity
of what had happened that day.

This article gave me the opportunity to
commemorate all those who lost their
lives and to remember the harsh realities
of a profoundly life-changing event in
American history.

In addition, I would like to say thank
you to everyone who was there that day
and to everyone who is fighting overseas
for our country.

This article will be a constant reminder
of the tragedy that took place on Septem-
ber 11th, 2001 and I will never forget.

Jonathan Nanna
Westfield, WHS Student

---LD-21---
Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R); 425 North Ave. E.; Westfield
 (908) 232-3673; senkean@njleg.org
Asm. Jon Bramnick (R); 251 North Ave. West; Westfield
(908) 232-2073; asmbramnick@njleg.org
Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R); 57 Union Place, Summit
(908) 918-0414; aswmunoz@njleg.org

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D); 1514 E. St Georges Ave.; Linden

(908) 587-0404; senscutari@njleg.org
Asw. Linda  Stender (D); 1801 E. Second St.; Scotch Plains

(908) 668-1900; aswmunoz@njleg.org
Asm. Jerry  Green (D); 17 Watchung Ave.; Plainfield

(908) 561-5757; asmgreen@njleg.org

Fanwood Public Works and Residents
Thanked for Storm Aftermath Effort
We are fortunate in the Borough of

Fanwood that for many of our residents’
things are mostly back to normal. This is
a good time to take a moment to look back
and thank all of our Borough employees,
as well as our residents, for their respon-
siveness, cooperation and patience in the
wake of hurricane Irene.

I also want to thank Union County
personnel for sharing their equipment
and manpower in picking up brush on our
streets, which allowed our Public Works
Department to turn their attention to other,
more urgent tasks. And finally, to all who

participated in the borough’s one time
bulk waste removal of storm damaged
items from our streets. Thank you to the
residents for placing those items at the
curb quickly and efficiently so that the
efforts of our crew allowed Fanwood to
remain clean and clear, thus further re-
ducing the effects for potential illness or
disease.

These past two weeks were certainly
an example of everyone pulling together,
neighbor helping neighbor, to keep
Fanwood moving.

As the mayor and I continue to knock
on you doors, we welcome your feed-
back. If anyone has any individualized
questions or concerns, please do not hesi-
tate to contact borough hall or our public
works director and we will make every
effort to provide assistance.

Russell Huegel
Fanwood Councilman

Chair, Public Works

Cranford residents are invited to a
Town Hall Meeting on Thursday, Sep-
tember 15 at 7:30 pm at the Cranford
High School. Mayor Dan Aschenbach
and Asm. Jon Bramnick will lead dis-
cussion and receive feedback on Hurri-
cane Irene: pre-storm planning, post
storm response, mitigation and upcom-
ing development proposals.


