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Charter Schools Forum
On Sept. 20 LWV

CRANFORD — Charter schools will
be the focus of a program to be presented
by the League of Women Voters (LWV)
of the Union Area at 7 p.m. on Tuesday,
September 20 in the Cranford Community
Center, located at 220 Walnut Avenue.

Sandy Matsen, a former president of
the League of Women Voters of New
Jersey and co-chairwoman of the state
League’s Education Committee, will be
the speaker. Her topic will be “Charter
Schools: A League Perspective.” The
meeting, which is free and open to be
public, will be the first of three Union
Area League programs being held as part
of a national League study on education.
It will be followed by membership meet-
ings in October and November when a
special committee formed for the study
will present additional information on
various aspects of education. At the end
of the November meeting members will
try to reach consensus on a series of
questions concerning education from na-
tional League headquarters.

The national League will then take an
official position on education and lobby
elected officials in support of it. The
Union Area League is comprised of mem-
bers from Union, Cranford, Linden,
Springfield, Westfield and other com-
munities. Membership is open to all citi-
zens, men as well as women, 18 and over.
Call (908) 925-9784 or visit wvnj.org.

Irene Victims Could Be
Reimbursed for Food
COUNTY — County residents who

suffered losses due to Hurricane Irene
may be eligible for a one-time food ben-
efit ranging from $200 to a maximum of
$1,202, the Union County Board of Cho-
sen Freeholders have announced.

Residents meeting the Federal Supple-
mental Nutritional Assistance Program
income guidelines can apply from Mon-
day, September 12 at three locations in-
cluding the Union County’s Social Ser-
vices offices in Elizabeth, 342
Westminster Avenue, and Plainfield, 200
West Second Street in Plainfield, along
with a temporary site at 65 East Cherry
Street in Rahway that has been estab-
lished specifically for this purpose.

The amount of the assistance varies
according to gross monthly income to
family size. Monthly income restrictions
range from $1,503 for one person to
$3,748 for a family of eight. County
social services staff has received training
from the state and will assist eligible
residents in completing a short applica-
tion. If approved, the benefit will be
electronically applied to a debit/credit
card and will be available within three
days of completing the application.

For residents already receiving SNAP
benefits, the one-time benefit will be ap-
plied to their cards. All three sites will be
open to take applications Monday through
Friday from 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

GW Dems Sponsor
Bus Trip to Track

GARWOOD — The Garwood Demo-
cratic Club is sponsoring a bus trip to
Monmouth Park in Oceanport on Satur-
day, October 1. The afternoon includes
horse racing and an outdoor barbeque.

The $40 tickets for this non-political
event includes round-trip transportation,
admission to the park and private picnic
area, and a lunch selection of hamburg-
ers, hot dogs, sausage and peppers and
soda. Attendees may bring their own
beverages.

The bus will depart from 116 South
Avenue (across from Marty’s Shoes) at
11 a.m. and leave the track at 4:30 p.m. At
Monmouth, there are typically 10 races a
day, with the last race concluding around
5:30 p.m. Since seating is limited on the
bus, tickets are on a first-come, first-
served basis and must be purchased in
advance. The deadline for reservations is
Friday, September 23. For more infor-
mation and to buy tickets, please call
Jenna Nierstedt at (908) 654-8586.
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Heres what our Customers are saying

Lautenberg to Attend
FW Dems Kickoff

FANWOOD — United States Senator
Frank Lautenberg (D-N.J.) will be the
featured guest at a dinner to kick off the
re-election campaign of Fanwood Demo-
cratic Mayor Colleen Mahr, and Fanwood
Democratic Candidates, Councilman
Russell Huegel and Council Candidate
Kevin Boris. This family-friendly event
will be hosted at Mayor Mahr’s home,
315 North Avenue, on Monday, Septem-
ber 26 from 6 to 8 p.m.

Fanwood families are invited to join
the Senator at the Mayor’s home to dis-
cuss their local, state and federal con-
cerns, meet the local candidates and en-
joy the opportunity to meet all
Fanwoodians who share similar concerns.

Families and guests are ask to bring a
donation of non-perishable food items
that will be given to the Fanwood Food
Pantry to aid those less fortunate or make
a recommended donation of $30.

“I am thrilled to open the doors to my
home to local community members and
to welcome the esteemed United States
Senator to Fanwood,” Mayor Mahr said.
“This is a great time to invite local resi-
dents to meet with their United States
Senator and make a much needed contri-
bution to the Fanwood food pantry in
these trying times.”

For additional information and a list of
recommended food items, please visit
fanwooddems.com. RSVPs can be sent
via e-mail to contact@fanwooddems.com
or by calling (908) 789-7577. All dona-
tions should be made at the event.

Fire Damages Cumberland
Home, Displaces Occupants

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – One week after
Hurricane Irene flooded basements
causing damage to area homes, a
September 3 fire originating in the
basement of a two-family home in
the 500 block of Cumberland Street
caused serious structural damage,
displacing all occupants, Fire Chief
Dan Kelly said.

The fire department received the
emergency call at approximately
11:57 p.m. Chief Kelly told The
Westfield Leader and The Times that
the fire quickly escalated to a three-
Alarm fire and mutual aid from sur-
rounding towns was received. The
EMS Task Force was also at the scene,
as well as the Union County Fire
Prevention Task Force.

Chief Kelly stated when firefighters
arrived at the scene, fire was visable
from two sides of the residence from
basement windows and from a first
floor window in the rear.

Three of the five adult occupants
of the owner-occupied two-family
dwelling were home at the time of the

fire and managed to escape with mi-
nor injuries, Chief Kelly said. Two
escaped through a first floor window,
while the second floor occupant was
forced to egress down an exterior
portion of the building. All three were
transported to Overlook Medical
Center in Summit where they were
treated for shock and smoke inhala-
tion, Chief Kelly reported.

The apartments located on the first
and second floor sustained substantial
fire, smoke and water damage. Evi-
dence of an unauthorized third floor
dwelling was found, which sustained
smoke damage, the chief said. Being
that the residence was zoned for a two-
family dwelling, the information has
been turned over to the building de-
partment for review, the chief reported.

The Raritan Valley Chapter of the
American Red Cross assisted in relo-
cating one tenant and the additional
occupants sought shelter with rela-
tives.

According to Chief Kelly, the re-
port on the cause of the fire has not
yet been received, but it does not
appear to be suspicious in nature.

Candidate Says Roselle BOE Needs to
Be Audited Over $3-Million Grant

By Jamel Holley (D), candidate for
Mayor of Roselle. “As I prepare to begin
my administration in January, I have been
reviewing various borough departments
and budgets looking for ways to improve
services and save money. When I re-
viewed the Roselle Board of Education, I
found some shocking developments that
you need to know about. First, the school
district has failed to finish renovating
classrooms for special needs children,
leaving them without an adequate space
to learn.

“Second, the district administration has
not claimed over $3 million in grant
funds that were awarded to it, even though

some of the work they were supposed to
pay for has already been completed. This
gross negligence by the management and
Board of Education is simply unaccept-
able. I’m calling on School Board Mem-
ber Anthony Esposito, the chairman of
the Finance Committee, and School Busi-
ness Administrator Luiggi Campana to
either claim this grant money and pay for
these projects or return it to the taxpayers
of Roselle. Both of them have shown
total incompetence in this matter and
they should both be considering resigna-
tion.

 “I have sent a letter to the Schools
Development Authority requesting an
audit of the district’s finances to find out
what went wrong here and what else
might be going on. Roselle can’t afford
incompetence like this from one of its
most important departments. I will not
allow this to continue and will do every-
thing I can to fix the problems and hold
the people responsible for them account-
able.

“Thank you for reading this, and know
that I am working hard to make sure my
administration gets off to a good start.”

Union Protests Kean’s
Privatizing of Maintenance

By THOMAS FORTUNATO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Times

UNION — Kean University campus
workers belonging to the International
Federation of Professional Technical
Engineers (IFPTE) Local 195 on Mon-
day protested the University’s Board of
Trustees decision to hire a private com-
pany, Meridian Property Group, to man-
age the grounds and maintenance of two
of the university’s satellite campuses prior
to a Board of Trustees meeting. In addi-
tion to the workers, several Kean stu-
dents and professors joined in to show
their support.

Even though the University will not
have to pay Meridian’s workers the same
benefits that the IFPTE workers receive,
the Meridian workers receive a higher
hourly wage, which over time will cause
the University to spend phenomenally
more money, resulting in higher tuition
rates, union representatives said. Kean is
hiring a large company to do its mainte-
nance rather than hire employees directly,
which incurs myriad administrative costs
on Meridian’s side, which are then fac-
tored in to the total amount that the Uni-
versity is billed.

“Kean sure knows how to spend its
money,” stated Steve Pinto, an auto me-
chanic for the University, “I shouldn’t
say [the university’s] money, it’s money
that comes from the students and the
taxpayers of New Jersey,” since Kean is
a publically-funded school.

“Kean has spent $1.8 Million for
[Meridian’s] maintenance of two build-
ings,” Mr. Pinto stated. At the Board
meeting, Kean President Farahi explained
that the new buildings are “some ex-
tremely sophisticated facilities” which
requires the expertise of Meridian and its
employees.

“If [IFPTE workers] could do the work
at a much lower cost, we would have no
reason to go to another union,” explained
Mr. Farahi.

Other protesters argued that hiring
Meridian workers would not be as safe
for the students than if Kean hired work-
ers directly. Gerald Newsome, the vice-
president of Local 195, explained that as
a state institution, all employees Kean
hires will undergo a state police back-
ground check, and that IFPTE employees
“have a vested interest in the job” and
“can do it better, cheaper, and safer.”

However, Meridian explains on its
website that the company has a long
history of being contracted by the state
and other state-owned institutions and
corporations, such as NJ Transit.

“Usually you complain about fiscal
problems [when you start laying off
people]” commented Meteorology Pro-
fessor Charlie Murphy, “but Kean has
had a surplus over the past couple of
years. [This is about] getting rid of senior
people and replacing them with younger,
cheaper folks—exercising control.”

Tony Velez, Kean University pho-
tography professor and Vietnam vet-
eran, shared how he felt about Kean
University’s Board of Trustees Chair-
man Eugene Enlow: “The Enlows of
America are really the ones who are
destroying this nation… and its work-
ing force. [Enlow] doesn’t represent
the people, he represents private inter-
ests.”

“Wealthy Americans are doing more
damage to me than any Vietnamese ever
did,” Mr. Velez continued, making a
comparison to his service in the 11th
Armored Cavalry Regiment. “I fought
against the wrong people, the war was
here [on the home front] all along. It’s
class warfare.”

COMPLETING ACADEMY...Union County Sheriff Ralph Froehlich, left, and
Freeholder Angel Estrada congratulate Megan Campbell of Hillside on graduat-
ing as 2011 class president of the Sheriff’s Youth Academy. More than 80 teens
graduated at the ceremony at Union County College in Cranford on August 23.

Plainfield Men Indicted for
Assault on Disabled Woman

AREA — A Union County grand jury
has returned an eight-count indictment
against two Plainfield men, charging one
with kidnapping and both with sexually
assaulting a mentally disabled woman
earlier this year, announced Union County
Prosecutor Ted Romankow.

Edward Woodson, 31, of Plainfield
had asked the then 30-year-old victim to
come to his house around 9 p.m. on
January 31, 2011 for a bible study, said
Assistant Prosecutor Patricia Cronin. At
the time, the victim was preparing for a
baptism at a church frequented by both
Woodson and the victim.

According to the investigation,
Woodson brought the victim to his
family’s home where he met up with a
neighbor, Marcal Campbell, 30. Together
they brought the victim into the basement
of the Woodson residence. The men then
simultaneously sexually assaulted the
victim, Ms. Cronin said. The woman then
spent the night sitting in a chair in
Woodson’s bedroom, Ms. Cronin said.
At 6 a.m. on February 1, 2011 Woodson
forced the victim out of the house and
into a falling snow. Not properly dressed
for the elements, the victim spent at least
two hours outside begging for a ride
home from strangers. Eventually mem-

bers of Woodson’s family found the freez-
ing victim in the front of the house and
arranged for and paid for a taxi to bring her
home.  The victim reported the assault to
relatives and she was taken to a local
hospital for treatment, Ms. Cronin said.

Anyone with information is urged to
contact Prosecutor’s Office Detective
Brian O’Malley at (908) 965-3809.Both
Woodson and Campbell are being held at
the Union County jail on $300,000 bail.

Parking Tips Given For
County Fair, MusicFest

COUNTY – County officials said that
onsite parking for this weekend’s Union
County Fair and Musicfest at Oak Ridge
Park in Clark is available for free on
Wednesday, September 14, and Thurs-
day, March 15 only. On Friday, Saturday
and Sunday, September 16 to 18, there is
a fee of $10 per car.

Free offsite parking with a free shuttle is
available on Friday, Saturday and Sunday
nearby at the Union County Vocational-
Technical Schools campus, 1776 Raritan
Road, Scotch Plains. Local residents are
encouraged to walk or bike to the park. For
information, visit ucmusicfest.org or
facebook.com/musicfest.


