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FALLEN HEROES...The Union County Fire Chiefs’ Association hosted a memo-
rial last weekend  in Echo Lake Park in Mountainside where 343 American flags,
representing each FDNY firefighter who perished, were displayed.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
CANDLELIGHT SERVICE...Area residents attend a candlelight 9/11 memorial service held at the Alan Augustine Village
Green in Scotch Plains on Sunday, at which time the 9/11 Memorial was dedicated.

Brooks Crandall for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
DEDICATION...Bagpipers perform at the dedication of the 9/11 Memorial at the
Alan Augustine Village Green in Scotch Plains on Sunday.

Courtesy of Jim Lowney/Union County
PITCHING IN...County workers remove debris from in front of homes along
Springfield Avenue in Cranford. Dozens of trucks and front-end loaders assisted
Cranford, which had hundreds of homes and businesses damaged during severe
flooding.
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FW-SP Shared Services Is
Not ‘Forced Consolidation’

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD — At their regular
monthly meeting Tuesday night,
Mayor Colleen Mahr and the bor-
ough council held a discussion that
will keep shared services in the local
spotlight well past Election Day.

Prior to the portion of the meeting
agenda devoted to new business,
Mayor Mahr emphasized that the
borough’s ongoing discussion with
Scotch Plains about potentially shar-
ing police, construction, municipal
court or other services “is not about
forced consolidation.”

The mayor said the two munici-
palities have been meeting on shared
services since June and, although
potentially merging police depart-
ments is just “one focus,” she indi-

cated that both towns’ police chiefs at
this point “are confident” that they
can present an “operations plan” for
a shared department.

“We will never abdicate our posi-
tion of having a police department in
Fanwood,” said Mayor Mahr, but,
pointing to budget realities, she added,
“You have to be creative.”

Mayor Mahr said the joint shared
services committee, set to hold its
next meeting later this month, would
be charged with developing a “gov-
erning structure” that is “equal to
both towns” in terms of police ser-
vices.

“We don’t have all the [shared ser-
vices] answers,” the mayor said. “But
we are certainly moving in the right
direction.”

The mayor then asked each coun-

cil member for their shared services
comments.

Councilwoman Katherine Mitchell
acknowledged that shared services
“probably won’t solve all of our prob-
lems, but,” she said, “I feel that we
have to pursue this.”

Councilman Robert Manduca said,
“I’m proud that we’re taking a look at
[shared police services]; there should
be no sacred cows in Fanwood.”

But, Mr. Manduca said, he would
like to see “documented savings”
projections first. He also cautioned
that, “The pitfalls are many,” noting
that shared-service ventures can be
“hard to undo once you do it.”

Councilman Mike Szuch empha-
sized the importance of “looking at
everything fairly” before making fi-
nal decisions, but he said shared de-
partmental services “could save us
some tax money and still provide us
with the service we’re used to having
in Fanwood.”

Councilman Anthony Parenti said
“efficiency and economics” should
be Fanwood’s two main shared-ser-
vices considerations regarding po-
lice and other departmental services.

“If you’re not going to get both, it’s
not worth doing,” said Mr. Parenti.

Councilwoman Joan Wheeler re-
sponded, “I think we will see effi-
ciency and economic rewards for this
community.”

Mrs. Wheeler pointed to Fanwood’s
decision last year to join Union
County’s police dispatching system
as a recent example of successful
shared services.

Councilman Russell Huegel said
he is “frustrated that we’re not further
along” in determining the economics
of shared police services.

“We need to roll up our sleeves and
get in the numbers,” said Mr. Huegel.

During public comments, resident
Joe Nagy asked when there would be
more “specifics” on potential shared
services for police operations.

“What would be the minimum sav-
ings required? You have to have a
number,” suggested Mr. Nagy.

Mayor Mahr said more informa-
tion should be available next month.

Resident Michael Lewis also sug-
gested that shared services “costs
should reflect that Fanwood is…built-

Union County Reports Hurricane
Damages and Cleanup Efforts

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

COUNTY – County officials an-
nounced that a complete report sum-
marizing costs and services rendered
for Hurricane Irene would be pro-
vided to the Board of Chosen Free-
holders for tonight’s regular meet-
ing.

During the board’s September 8
agenda meeting, Joseph Graziano,
director of engineering, public works
and facilities, said the county lent
municipalities everything from equip-
ment to personnel to assist with emer-
gency and cleanup efforts following
the August 27-28 storm that caused
significant flooding throughout the
county and state.

The board is expected to vote on a
resolution at tonight’s regular meet-
ing to enter into a mutual aid agree-
ment between the county and its 21
municipalities for “assist and recov-
ery efforts” from the hurricane.

“We are working overtime helping

out,” Mr. Graziano said. “Obviously,
we have been in Cranford since day
one with multiple forces.”

He said county public works and
engineering crews have also been
helping out in Kenilworth, Westfield,
Springfield and Union. “We have been
around any town that asks,” Mr.
Graziano said. “Anyone who wants
to come to us we are going to figure
out a way to help them out.”

Mr. Graziano said the storm dam-
aged county bridges on Madison Hill
Road in Clark over the Clark Reser-
voir and Pine Grove Avenue in Sum-
mit. Mr. Graziano said the heavy rains
“washed away everything from un-
derneath the footing [of the Madison

Hill Bridge] and it was in a precari-
ous position.” He said an engineering
firm has been working on the repairs.
Madison Hill has been closed to
through traffic since the bridge was
shut.

Mr. Graziano said 75 percent of the
costs incurred by the county from
Irene would be eligible for reimburse-
ment from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA). He
said the county’s FEMA disaster aid
application is being handled by the
Union County Office of Emergency
Management in the Department of
Public Safety.

County Manager Al Faella said

CF Mayor Cites Flood As a
Most ‘Significant Challenge’

By FRED ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach, in the wake of Hurri-
cane Irene but with the storm’s after-
math still evident, praised the “resil-
ience of our residents” and said the
recovery from the late August flood-
ing is “one of the most significant
challenges the township has had to
face.”

On Tuesday, at the township
committee’s first regular meeting
since the hurricane resulted in what
he estimated will be more than $3
million in clean-up costs, the mayor
said the municipal government’s main
focus is on the residents and making
certain they recover. “This is quite a
challenge for our community,” he
stated.

The mayor praised the efforts of
the township department of public
works, and thanked Union County
for being a “partner” in the clean-up
efforts. Mr. Aschenbach also lauded
the assistance of Congressman
Leonard Lance, who he termed an
“incredible ally for Cranford,” As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick and county
freeholders Alexander Mirabella and
Bette Jean Kowalski. He additionally

thanked neighboring towns, specifi-
cally Union Township, for their as-
sistance.

Mr. Aschenbach said a new pro-
gram – the Broom Patrols – will get
underway this weekend “to get glass
and other debris out of the streets.”
And a task force is being formed to
address matters regarding the mu-
nicipal building, the first floor of
which was severely damaged by
floodwaters.

At the start of the meeting, Police
Chief Eric Mason provided an over-
view of recovery efforts over the past
two weeks. He said more than 70,000
tons of household debris is still on the
streets, and said he expects that two
rounds of pickups will be required.
The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) and Small Business
Administration have representatives
at the disaster recovery center that
has been set up at the community
center and is open from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. seven days a week. Township
department heads were set to meet
with FEMA officials yesterday to
discuss recovery efforts.

Chief Mason said the cleanup of
the municipal building’s first floor

Garwood Reviews Hurricane Damage;
Considers Underpass Generators
By CHRISTINA M. HINKE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

GARWOOD — The borough in-
curred in excess of $75,000 in ex-
penses due to Hurricane Irene, Bor-
ough Council Buildings and Grounds
Committee Chairman Victor
DeFilippo reported Tuesday night.
Borough Clerk Christina Ariemma
said that the borough would seek
reimbursement from its insurance
company and the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA).

Councilman DeFilippo said trees
took out power lines and pulled up
sidewalks, and the cleanup of the
trees cost $3,200. Laptops at the po-
lice department were destroyed, cost-
ing approximately $6,000 to replace.
It is also estimated to cost in excess of
$1,000 to haul out damaged goods
from flooded basements.

The municipal building, pump sta-
tion and underpass on Center Street,
as well as North and South Avenue
businesses, were without power for
one week.

Included in the recommendation
being written up is a generator for the
pump station. Since it was flooded,
Councilman DeFilippo said, access
was not available to connect a por-
table generator.

“Our hearts go out to our neighbor
Cranford,” Councilman DeFilippo
said.

With Cranford’s severe flooding,
first and second graders from
Brookside Elementary School are
being displaced to Garwood’s Wash-

ington School. Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi said the township is us-
ing three classrooms there. Cranford
is paying for the insurance and ex-
penses, but currently is not being
charged a fee to use the space. A
contract was signed that stated that
Cranford would pay $1 for use of the
space, the mayor said. Cranford has
discussed the possibility of using the
borough’s crossing guards and po-
lice, and should they move forward,
Ms. Ariemma said Cranford would
need to pay for those services.

The mayor said the Garwood Fire
Department pumped out water from
approximately 40 houses in the bor-
ough. The mayor said three borough
trees fell and the borough incurred
minimal flooding. No homes were
condemned and there were no evacu-
ations, she told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

Fire Committee Chairman Lou
Petruzzelli said that 43 of 53 inci-
dents this month that the Fire Depart-
ment tended to were the result of
Irene.

Streets and Roads Committee
Chairman Timothy Hak said the
borough’s street sweeper was lent to
Cranford to help in the township’s
effort to clean up after the hurricane.
He also said some preventive sewer
treatments are being performed this
week.

Prior to the workshop meeting, the
mayor swore in new police sergeants
Douglas Stoffer, Samuel Rocco and
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