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Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
HELLO, OLD FRIEND...Members of the Westfield High School Class of 1961
gather at Gary Kehler Stadium on Saturday for a tailgate before the WHS
football season opener against Scotch Plains-Fanwood High School.

Paul Lachenauer for The Westfield Leader
NEVER FORGET...Members of the Westfield Police Department Color Guard and Fire Department march in the 9/11
ceremonies held at Memorial Park on Sunday commemorating the 10th anniversary of the terrorist attacks.

Photo courtesy of Dave Williams
FALLEN PATRIOTS...The Union County Fire Chiefs’ Association hosted a
memorial last weekend  at Echo Lake Park in Mountainside, where 343 American
flags, representing each FDNY firefighter who perished, were displayed.

Third Ward Politics Flare At
Westfield Council Meeting

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – At Tuesday night’s
public meeting of the Westfield Town
Council, Mayor Andy Skibitsky
opened the public comments portion
of the meeting asking residents to
refrain from shouting from the audi-
ence. He said that, “its very disrup-
tive” and that if residents were not
able to control themselves, he will
adjourn the meeting, as he did at the
August meeting.

Matt Sontz, who is the Democrat
candidate for the third ward council
seat, said that the “council should
reassess its judgment” and “find the
money” to reinstate the crossing
guards that were cut last year at the
Central Avenue intersections of Park

Street and Grove Street. He said that
he doesn’t understand why the guard
is remaining at the Central Avenue
pedestrian crossing signal as it is not
an intersection.

Greg Kasko, who is also running
for the third ward council seat as an
independent candidate, said that the
mayor singled him out at the last
meeting, even though he was not the
only resident that was out of order.
He told Mayor Skibitsky “you en-
gaged in conduct unbecoming a
mayor” by making a “personal attack
on me” when at the August meeting
he pointed out that Mr. Kasko is run-
ning for council and asked him to
release a disciplinary hearing report
from when Mr. Kasko was a Westfield
police officer.

Mr. Kasko said that he has been
coming to meetings for over a year to
bring issues to the public forum. He
said that he felt he could help Adina
Enculescu and Maria Carluccio with
their issues pertaining to the pedes-
trian crossing signal in front of Ms.
Enculescu’s home. Mr. Kasko added
that the women were “misled and
abused” and that his job isn’t done
until the light is moved.

Lisa DeCicco of Cambridge Road
said, “I feel what this board did was
wrong” in reference to the placement
of the light in front of Ms. Enculescu’s
house. According to Ms. DeCicco,
“you took something away from her”
and questioned what the process
would be the next time the town wants
to put up a light.

Mayor Skibitsky said that none of
Ms. Enculescu’s property was taken
from her. The light and sidewalk were
installed in the county right of way.

Ms. DeCicco said that residents
assume their property goes all the
way to the street since they take care
of it, and they don’t expect to wake
up one day to find it taken away.

Ms. Carluccio said that there was a
three-car accident at the pedestrian
crossing signal on Monday because
the white striping confuses drivers.
She said that, “the hand of God is
going to move that light.” She added
that having the chief of police, who
was appointed by the mayor and coun-
cil, author a report on the pedestrian
crossing signal is akin to “hiring a
pedophile to care for your children.”

After Ms. Carluccio took her seat,
Mayor Skibitsky began responding
to some of her comments and Ms.
Carluccio began shouting from the
audience that it is “unbelievable that
you can’t talk to me when I’m stand-
ing at the microphone.”

While Mayor Skibitsky said that if
the light was moved to the corner of
Clover and Central the goals would
not be met, Third Ward Councilman
Dave Haas disagreed, saying the ob-
jectives would still be met if the light
were moved to the corner.

In other business, the council ap-
proved a resolution authorizing pay-
ment to the members of the ward

County Reports Hurricane
Damage and Cleanup Efforts
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Courtesy of Jim Lowney/Union County
PITCHING IN...County workers remove debris from in front of homes along
Springfield Avenue in Cranford. Dozens of trucks and front-end loaders assisted
Cranford, which had hundreds of homes and businesses damaged during severe
flooding.

CF Mayor Cites Flood Among
Most ‘Significant Challenges’

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach, in the wake of Hurri-
cane Irene but with the storm’s after-
math still evident, praised the “resil-
ience of our residents” and said the
recovery from the late August flood-
ing is “one of the most significant
challenges the township has had to
face.”

On Tuesday, at the township
committee’s first regular meeting
since the hurricane resulted in what
he estimated will be more than $3
million in clean-up costs, the mayor
said the municipal government’s main
focus is on the residents and making
certain they recover. “This is quite a
challenge for our community,” he
stated.

The mayor praised the efforts of
the township department of public
works, and thanked Union County
for being a “partner” in the clean-up
efforts. Mr. Aschenbach also lauded
the assistance of Congressman
Leonard Lance, who he termed an
“incredible ally for Cranford,” As-
semblyman Jon Bramnick and county
freeholders Alexander Mirabella and
Bette Jean Kowalski. He additionally

thanked neighboring towns, specifi-
cally Union Township, for their as-
sistance.

Mr. Aschenbach said a new pro-
gram – the Broom Patrols – will get
underway this weekend “to get glass
and other debris out of the streets.”
And a task force is being formed to
address matters regarding the mu-
nicipal building, the first floor of
which was severely damaged by
floodwaters.

At the start of the meeting, Police
Chief Eric Mason provided an over-
view of recovery efforts over the past
two weeks. He said more than 70,000
tons of household debris is still on the
streets, and said he expects that two
rounds of pickups will be required.
The Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) and Small Business
Administration have representatives
at the disaster recovery center that
has been set up at the community
center and is open from 8 a.m. to 6
p.m. seven days a week. Township
department heads were set to meet
with FEMA officials yesterday to
discuss recovery efforts.

Chief Mason said the cleanup of
the municipal building’s first floor
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By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

COUNTY – County officials an-
nounced that a complete report sum-
marizing costs and services rendered
for Hurricane Irene would be pro-
vided to the Board of Chosen Free-
holders for tonight’s regular meet-
ing.

During the board’s September 8
agenda meeting, Joseph Graziano,
director of engineering, public works
and facilities, said the county lent
municipalities everything from equip-
ment to personnel to assist with emer-
gency and cleanup efforts following
the August 27-28 storm that caused
significant flooding throughout the
county and state.

The board is expected to vote on a
resolution at tonight’s regular meet-
ing to enter into a mutual aid agree-
ment between the county and its 21
municipalities for “assist and recov-
ery efforts” from the hurricane.

“We are working overtime helping
out,” Mr. Graziano said. “Obviously,
we have been in Cranford since day
one with multiple forces.”

He said county public works and
engineering crews have also been
helping out in Kenilworth, Westfield,
Springfield and Union. “We have been
around any town that asks,” Mr.
Graziano said. “Anyone who wants
to come to us we are going to figure
out a way to help them out.”

Mr. Graziano said the storm dam-
aged county bridges on Madison Hill
Road in Clark over the Clark Reser-
voir and Pine Grove Avenue in Sum-

mit. Mr. Graziano said the heavy
rains “washed away everything from
underneath the footing [of the Madi-
son Hill Bridge] and it was in a pre-
carious position.” He said an engi-
neering firm has been working on the
repairs. Madison Hill has been closed
to through traffic since the bridge
was shut.

Mr. Graziano said 75 percent of
the costs incurred by the county from
Irene would be eligible for reim-
bursement from the Federal Emer-
gency Management Agency
(FEMA). He said the county’s FEMA
disaster aid application is being
handled by the Union County Office
of Emergency Management in the
Department of Public Safety.

County Manager Al Faella said
Runnells Specialized Hospital and
the Department of Human Services
also have storm-related costs and/or
services that will be detailed in the
report.

Frank Guzzo, director of human
services, said the county’s Meals on
Wheels kitchen in Linden had to be
shut down due to flooding. Although
run by non-profit Meals on Wheels,
Inc., Mr. Guzzo said the facility has
been owned by the county for “well
over 35 years.” The facility prepares
and delivers 1,500 meals daily to
homebound seniors and congregate
meal sites “throughout the county.”
He said the workers are provided by
Meals on Wheels, Inc. Congregate
meals are nutritionally-balanced
meals served at locations such as

Westfield BOE Hears Complaints
From Parents on Bus Routes

 By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Many parents
came to Tuesday’s Board of Educa-
tion meeting to express their concern
over school bus routes that are mak-
ing 17 stops, busses coming 20 to 30
minutes late, bus drivers who did not
know the routes and children being
dropped off far from their homes.
Parent after parent came to the mi-
crophone to have their concerns
heard.

Parent Diana Dobosiewicz stated
that 46 children were left behind on
the first day of school because a small
15-seat bus was mistakenly sent for
children that were re-districted and
going to the Edison Intermediate

School. After the fifth day she said,
“The bus run is still not running prop-
erly.” She stated, “I am quite frankly
horrified.”

 Parent Marie Guarmuccio said her
son sits on the bus for approximately
37 minutes while the bus makes 17
stops. She stated that he does not
arrive home until 3:55 p.m. on a daily
basis. “If he were on the bus just five
more minutes he could be at Port
Authority,” she said.

Parent Barbara Sgro said, “Some-
one needs to take ownership of these
bussing problems. Bus drivers don’t
know where they are going and have
a hard time communicating because
they don’t know the language.”

Board member David Finn reported
that he and Acting Business Admin-
istrator Vincent Yaniro have a meet-
ing scheduled the next day (Wednes-
day) to help solve the bussing issues.
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