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In September, as she has done every year on the anniversary of 9/11, Westfield teenager Kaila Starita will force herself to accompany her family into the pit in Lower
Manhattan where the Twin Towers once stood. That is where, she says, she feels closest to her father, Anthony Starita, who died in the attacks. This year Kaila wants to
see the new Memorial Plaza and perhaps get a glimpse of the new museum built underneath. She says she is also hoping to read the some of the names of those who died
along with her dad.

For Westfield Family, Summers Bring Back Sad Memories Of Sept. 11, 2001
By Travis Fedschun
The soundtrack of the Wildwood

boardwalk during the summer can be a
mixture of laughter from children having
their funnel cakes to the screams of riders
on the Great White rollercoaster at
Morey’s Pier.

As sea foam laps the white sandy
beaches, this pristine scene has a different
meaning to the Starita family of Westfield.
The sun-kissed boardwalk brings them
back to the summer of 2001 before their
lives would forever be changed by the
deadliest terrorist attack on American soil.

“The summertime always brings me
back to that summer before,” says Diane
Starita, who lost her husband, Anthony
Starita, 35, in the attacks. It was that
summer before that brings flashbacks ev-
ery year, a replay of high emotion that
peaks in late August as that anniversary
draws near.

As the nation prepares to mark the 10-
year anniversary of the attacks of Sept.
11, 2001, the generation that has grown
up with the after-effects also prepares to
take the big step into adulthood.

Kaila Starita was only 6 when her
father, Anthony, was killed in the attacks.
Her father, a limited partner at Cantor
Fitzgerald, had worked in bond trading on
the 104th floor of Tower 1 since he gradu-
ated from Baruch College in Manhattan.

Originally from Staten Island, her par-
ents moved to Westfield in 1997 when she
was 2 years old. They had only been in

living in town for four years when the
attacks took place. Kaila had just started
school, and the family did not know that
many people, but her mother is more
thankful than ever for what the community
did in the aftermath to help them.

 “For the first six months, I didn’t have
to cook a meal,” said Mrs. Starita. “I
didn’t have to drive my kids anywhere. So
as far as getting through life and trying to
keep life as normal as possible for the
children’s sake, everyone just really
stepped up to the plate.”

Many 9/11 victims’ families were
mourning the loss of a spouse who hap-
pened to be the principal income earner,
leaving quite a few to ask how they were
going to survive. Even though many of the
children at the time were young, they still
had a great understanding of what their
surviving parent had to go through.

“I think it was very scary for her,” said
Kaila. “Her main focus was to just raise us.
It was very hard for her after he died. Not
knowing what was going to happen was
shocking and difficult for all of us. “

 At the time her friends at Franklin
Elementary School did not fully under-
stand what was happening. Kaila herself
did not have a full grasp of what had
actually taken place. “I thought this was
only a time thing and that he would be back
in only a week or so,” she recalled. “It
would definitely be different if it happened
now or a few years ago. Since I was so
little, I didn’t understand what was going

on.”
Now a junior at Westfield High School,

Kaila is very aware of the community and
world around her. She is involved in activi-
ties such as working with Operation Smile,
an organization that raises money to help
children with cleft palates, and volunteer-
ing at the Children’s Specialized Hospital
in Mountainside. Although she is not think-
ing about a career at this time, she defi-
nitely has an interest in working with chil-
dren in the future.

Sitting on her dark blue couch draped
with a Mets blanket, she talks about how
uncomfortable she gets when history
classes at Westfield High start to discuss
9/11 and her name is always mentioned.
Whenever her name or her dad’s name is
brought up, one of her friends usually lets
her know. She pauses, a rather long time.
“It’s so weird that 10 years have passed.
I am still being brought up. Not everyone
knows now, and I feel like it’s better for
me. I don’t want to be treated any differ-
ently.”

 Growing up, Kaila found it hard to
watch her classmates with their complete
families when she had only her mother. As
she looks to her future, one of the mo-
ments that Kaila will probably miss most
will be her dad not being able to walk her
down the aisle when she gets married.

She has thought about what she will say
when she does have children of her own
some day, about what to tell them regard-
ing their grandfather. Her face lights up

when first talking about it. While she says
she won’t do it until they are older, being
associated forever associated with such a
major event will compel her to confront
the issue.

Her mother also thinks that having her
husband’s name mentioned around
Westfield and during readings of the names
at Ground Zero is important because it
keeps his memory living on.

 “The family should not be forgotten
because we can go on with our lives,
people have remarried, people have chil-
dren, but it is something that is always with
us,” she added. She said she embraces
“anything that’s out there and anything that
reminds anyone that Anthony Starita was
here.”

For the Staritas, the last 10 years are
still an open wound. If anything, these
families don’t believe the word “closure”
exists in the dictionary. They do not want
to hear that their story is “closed.” There
are still many questions that families have,
because many do not know what really
took place in the towers. So the story of
their loved one is never closed, because to
close the story would mean that the memory
would be forever gone.

Kaila and her brother, Jason, were
able to spend the previous night, Sept. 10,
2001, with their father. Her mother had
gone to a P.T.A. meeting and had left
Anthony to take care of the kids. She
knew it was going to be a long meeting
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The Second Annual
All-Corbin Team:

The All-Corbin Team is
dedicated to available
Cranford Youth Baseball
teams and some men’s
softball leagues with
Cranford residents. The se-
lections are based entirely
on neat-looking plays.
  1. Best Collision at
Home – Cranford 12s
Garrett Forrestal and
Millburn’s Ryan Adelman.
   2. Best Avoidance
Attenpt of a Tag – Cou-
gar Danny Maglino (left)
  3. Best Foul Tip – Cou-
gar Will Budries
  4. Best Fasball by a
Righty – Cougar Thomas
Feeney
  5. Best Knuckleballer
– Cougar Michael Smith
  6. Best Fastball by a
Lefty – Cougar Garrett
Forrestal
  7. Most Agonizing Tag
– Cougar Brian Papa (No.
5) tagging Summit’s Jack
Washburn
  8. Best Sure Fire Tag –
Cougar Brain Papa tag-
ging Westfield’s Owen
Bartok
  9. Best Leap into the
Air – Cougar Michael
Smith at second base
10. Best Looks for a Call
from the Ump – Cougar
second baseman Brian
Oblichinski and Westfield’s
Trevor McNamara
Any Cranford Youth
baseball coaches who
would like their team
covered next Spring/
Summer, please con-
tact David B. Corbin –
dcorbin@goleader.com
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2011 Cranford All-Corbin Team
Probitas Verus Honos
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GREEN, WILLIAMSON, WITWICK, ETC. ‘O’ THREATS; KLIMEK, NICHOLS STRONG ON ‘D’

Football Cougars Emphasize Extra Points, ‘O’ Versatility
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

All systems are go with this
year’s Cranford High School foot-
ball team that appears to be ramp-
ing up its offensive versatility and
refining it special teams game.

Last year, the Cougars with a
veteran squad of 15 seniors,
avenged four losses from the
year before but lost two games
by one point, dropped a come-
from-behind thriller by four points
and became the victim of a strat-
egy-changing, 90-yard kickoff
return to finish with a 6-4 record.
Those tight losses proved that
the value of converting the extra
points seem to be paramount.

“We did lose two games by a
point and another by three. There
wasn’t a game last year where
we didn’t score as many touch-
downs as the other team. We
had some problems on special
teams in the games that we lost,”
Cougar Head Coach Erik
Rosenmeier said. “That has been
a huge emphasis for us this year.
It’s still a work in progress. We
have to understand that those
plays are just as important and
sometimes more important.”

Senior Eric Garguilo, along with
sophomore Troy Kettler will work
the kickoffs and extra points.
Junior Ryan Williamson will do
the punting.

The Cougars, with quarterback
Joey Papandrea and running back
Sean Trotter, who have gradu-
ated, delivered a potent offen-
sive punch last year with their
running game. This season, the
Cougars have more offensive
weapons with wide receiver

Williamson and seniors Garguilo,
Jeremy Wise and Ryan Bryson.
Junior three-sport athlete Reggie
Green has moved to quarter-
back, and senior Sean McGovern
will be the backup.

“We are trying to get the ball in
the hands of our best athletes. In
the past, those guys were prima-
rily in the backfield. Right now, I
think we have more versatility in
our athletes. I
think Ryan
Williamson, Eric
Garguilo, [and]
McGovern are
guys, who can
hurt people, so
we want to get
them the ball.
We have a little
more speed. We
want to try to get
it into space, but
surely there will
be a lot of option
involved,” Coach
R o s e n m e i e r
said.

With Green be-
hind center, se-
nior JP
Christiano and
junior Jim Dwyer
at tailback, and
seniors Chris
Witwick and
Adham McGuire,
and juniors Bobby Bruns and
Marvin Lewis in the backfield, the
Cougars could still be deadly in
their running game.

“Witwick! It’s good to have him
back healthy. He basically missed
all of last year with the ankle.
He’s made a lot of plays in the
pre-season. We are looking for
big things from him. Reggie, even

though it’s his first year at quar-
terback, is going to give people
problems. He is a big kid. He can
move, and he can throw the ball.
If he gets out on the edge, I know
if I was a defensive coordinator,
it would be a concern of mine,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

McGuire was injured early in
his sophomore season and has
not been in football action until

this season.
“He had a severe knee injury.

He worked it back through track.
He is a physical specimen. He is
very athletic. We are looking for
him to knock some of the rust off,
and we are looking for him to
make some big plays,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

A dependable offensive line is

necessary for success, and se-
nior offensive tackle Mike Klimek
will be invaluable. Juniors Matt
Russo and Rob Kessler will also
be at the tackle position. Senior
TJ Nichols, junior Chris Fulinosz
and sophomore Rob
O’Shaughnessy will be at guard,
and junior Jeff Weiss will be the
center.

With a lot of returning veter-
ans, the 4-3 de-
fense looks
strong. Russo,
Fulinosz and
Kessler will be
at defensive
end. Nichols,
Weiss and jun-
ior Ryan Farrell
will man the
tackle posi-
tions. Klimek,
who led the
team with 84
tackles last
year, and jun-
iors Nick Diaz
and Joe Vicci
will be at inside
linebacker. Se-
niors Anthony
DaSilva (54
tackles last
year) and
Christiano will
be at strong
side line-

backer. Garguilo, McGovern and
Green will be on the corners.
Senior Walter James, Lewis,
Witwick and McGuire will be at
safety.

“Klimek and TJ! Those are guys,
who have been on the field with
us for a while. Klimek started
every game that he has been
healthy since he was a sopho-

more. He has been one of or the
leading tackler in every contest
that he has been in. People are
going to have to find out where
he is on defense and react ac-
cordingly. All those guys,
Christiano and DaSilva, these are
guys who all started as sopho-
mores at one time or the other.
These guys have a lot of playing
experience,” Coach Rosenmeier
said. “On the defensive side, we
have eight guys, who have
started multiple games. I think
that is going to be the strength of
our team early in the season.”

The Cougars have had some
success with their scrimmages.

“In terms of our scope of things,
we are right where we want to
be. It’s just in terms of how well
we want to do them. There are
periods where we look better
than others, and it comes down
to not necessarily physical abil-
ity, it comes down to effort and
attention to detail. If they get
that, we have a chance to be a
very good football team,” Coach
Rosenmeier said.

The Cougars will host AL Johnson
in their season opener this Fri-
day, September 9, at 7 p.m.

“They are always a physical
team, always well-coached. They
are big, and we are going to see
if we can deal with their size.
That’s going to be the biggest
challenge is what happens up
front. I think that will probably
determine who wins that game,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

Cougar Football, Soccer
In The Westfield Leader
Newspaper – Pages 13 & 15

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RELYING HEAVILY ON DEFENSE…The Cougar football team have a
number of returning veterans on defense that could lead to a successful season.
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