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SUMMIT MEDICAL GROUP
WELCOMES... 

Diana M. Addis, M.D., Breast Surgery

Diana M. Addis, M.D., board-certified breast surgeon, has joined the medical
team in Summit Medical Group’s Breast Care Center. Before joining Summit
Medical Group, she was Director of the Elmhurst Hospital Breast Service in
Elmhurst, NY. Dr. Addis joins colleagues Winnie M. Polen, D.O., John D.
Cunningham, M.D., and Jerrold F. Lozner, M.D., MHA, FACS, in the Breast Care
Center at the Group’s 1 Diamond Hill Road location.

Bayonne • Millburn • Morristown • Short Hills • Summit • Warren • Westfield

For a convenient appointment 
with Dr. Addis
at the Breast Care Center
please call: 908-277-8770

Berkeley Heights
summitmedicalgroup.com twitter.com/SMGNJ

Join
us on:

Starts in SEPTEMBER Starts in SEPTEMBER

www.ArtHouseFilmFestival.com

Preview   the best & smartest new films before public release&
enjoy surprise visits by filmmakers & actors

REGISTER EARLY & SAVE
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FILMMAKERS
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ART
HOUSE
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chuck rose presents filmmaker symposium’s

Frank and Lydia 
Bergen Foundation

Funding has been made possible 
in part through a grant by the 
New Jersey State Council on the 
Arts/ Department of State, a 
partner agency of the National 
Endowment for the Arts.
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 David Wroe,  Music Director and Conductor 

AMERICA 
THE BRAVE
COMMEMORATING THE  

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF 9/11
DVORÁK    New World Symphony in E minor
COPLAND  Fanfare for a Common Man
BARBER    Adagio for Strings
BERLIN      God Bless America
Tickets: $25-$75
Call: (908) 232-9400  
Order online at: www.westfieldsymphony.org

^

Saturday, September 10th, 2011 at 8pm
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

THE THOMAS GLASSER FOUNDATION

Wheelchair
Accessible

Visit us on
Facebook 

Hannah: A Moving Story of
An Indomitable Spirit

BY SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION - Everyone knows the three
R’s. But the most recent work of John
Wooten, playwright and artistic di-
rector of Premiere Stages at Kean
University, could be known for three
E’s: enlightening, educational and
entertaining. The play Hannah is
based on the life of Hannah Senesh, a
twenty-something-year-old Jewish
woman who, in World War II, proved
herself to be a hero, a role model and
a true idealist.

Mr. Wooten’s 90-minute show,
which is presented without intermis-
sion, is a fine example of historical
fiction. He has chosen a non-linear
structure to present the fascinating
tale of Hannah, played powerfully by
Liz Wisan. The story, constructed
from her diaries, poems and letters, is
woven into a rich tapestry highlight-
ing parts of her short but meaningful
life.

As a brilliant student, Hannah chose
not to continue studies at the univer-
sity level during the pre-WWII, but
decided to live in a kibbutz in Pales-
tine. After Hungary became involved
in the war, she left the kibbutz to join
the Haganah (the Jewish branch of
the British army). She trained as a
paratrooper and in March of 1944
parachuted into Yugoslavia. When
she learned that German troops had
occupied her homeland, she and fel-
low compatriots crossed the border
to try to rescue Jewish Hungarians.

Hannah is captured, however, and
the conflict explodes as she is inter-
rogated by a villainous character,
Silon, portrayed masterfully by Alan
Coates. The tension between Hannah
and the conniving Silon is palpable.
When she objects to not being able to
go to the exercise yard outside like
the other prisoners, she tells him, “I
am not different than the other politi-
cal prisoners.” He retorts, “You will
always be different.” Silon recog-
nizes her defiant spirit and hopeful,
contagious energy that will spread,
like wildfire in a bone-dry field, to
other prisoners.

Cleverly staged by director Adam
Immerwahr, the play, presented in
the intimate Zella Fry Theatre at Kean
University, is presented in the round.
This heightens the intensity of the

action and places the audience a hair’s
breath away from the characters. Mr.
Immerwahr has paid careful atten-
tion to sightlines for each of the four
areas of audience seating so that no
one misses the nuances in facial and
vocal complexities of each character.

Effective scenic design by Joseph
Gurley is deceptively simple with
functional stools, benches, realistic
stone floors and wooden panels that
scoot onto the set to suggest the jail
walls. Lighting design by Nadine
Charlsen makes the most of poi-
gnant moments that are dramatically
backlit or bathed in pin lights from
above.

While Hannah is incarcerated, por-
tions of her life flashback. Portray-
ing the young Hannah, Kayla
Maisonet poignantly recites
Hannah’s poetry. As Rachel, a fel-
low Jewish prisoner, Ms. Maisonet
is endearing as a young girl who
does what she needs to do for sur-
vival.

As the title character, Ms. Wisan
is a marvel. With a command of
emotional reserve, she embodies
strength in her erect body and pow-
erful, vibrant voice, expressive with
warm overtones. Jean Tafler lov-
ingly plays Catherine, the heroine’s
mother, who is dressed in perfect
period pieces designed by Karen
Hart.

Playing multiple roles is versatile
Tony Mowatt who handily dons ac-
cents and cultures along with his
various costumes. The captured
Hannah seems to make one friend
while in jail—her prison guard
played by Maxwell Eddy. The guard
risks his own life by smuggling in
dried fruit for Hannah and is eventu-
ally punished for his sacrificial ac-
tions.

One of the most compelling lines
of the play is delivered to Hannah by
her captor Silon. Through the jail
bars he sneers at her, “No one will
remember what happens here.”
Thanks to John Wooten’s eloquent
piece, they will.

Hannah runs Thursdays and Fri-
days at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 3 p.m.
at the Zella Fry Theatre in the Vaughn
Eames Building through Sunday,
September 18. For tickets, call the
box office at 908-737-7469.

WF’s Static Jacks Debut
Full-Length Album

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FORDS — A few miles from their
hometown, Westfield’s Static Jacks
recently debuted their first full-length
album - and their debut for Fearless
Records - “If You’re Young,” with an
in - store performance at Vintage Vinyl
in Fords.

The band used the short set to full
advantage, playing rocking cuts like
the hard-hitting “Defend Rosie”, the
reggae-tinged “My Parents Lied,” and
first single, “Into the Sun.”

The Jacks’ core comprised of singer
Ian Devaney, guitarist Henry Kaye,
and drummer Nick Brennan have been
playing together since high school,
when they first got their music played
on Nickelodeon’s “Zoey 101.” Since
then, the band has been through a few
lineup changes, including the addition
of guitarist Michael Sue-Poi - the band
does not have an official bassist of this
writing - but has committed to their
music with passion.

“We’ve spent the last few years tour-
ing as much as possible,” said Brennan.
“We got opening slots for the
Futureheads, Nightmare, and Young
and Giants, to name a few.” The band
is all encompassing for the members -
most left college after a few months to
support the Jacks full-time.

In between their tours, the Jacks
were committed to writing new mate-
rial in Brennan’s basement, which
came in handy in October of 2010
when Fearless Records first contacted
them. After a few months of negotia-
tions - the band is managed by Kaye’s
brother Adam - the Jacks were signed
and went into the studio in March to
record their first album.

“We had already recorded an E.P.,
but even with the new songs in hand,
this was a very different experience,”
recalls Kaye. “We were at Strato-
spheres, a big New York studio part
owned by James Iha (former Smash-
ing Pumpkins guitarist, who adds tam-
bourine to one track). We had a pro-
ducer, (Chris Shaw, who also played
bass on the album) and a bigger bud-
get then ever before, but only three
weeks to record.”

“The budget went pretty quickly,”
Brennan adds.

The group’s preparation and dedi-
cation to the songs paid off, as “If
You’re Young” proves to be a catchy,
fiery set of short but powerful rockers,
with Sue-Poi and Kaye’s powerful
guitars blasting over Brennan’s pound-
ing drums and Devaney’s all-or-noth-
ing vocals. The songs reflect both the
youth and experience of the Static
Jacks, hard-won wisdoms wrapped in

fast guitars. “My Parents Lied,” as one
might guess, is the realization that
parents don’t know everything about
how the world works. “Blood Pres-
sure” shines a light on the pressures of
being heartbroken and alone in a harsh
world. And the back-to-back songs
“Sonata” and “Walls” respectively re-
flect the hope of being in love and the
questions of what to do when it dies.

Despite the somberness of these
songs, the Jacks leave plenty of room
for light and hopeful moments, such
as “Dance With You” and the jittery
“Relief,” with the line, “The joy we’ll
allow, so temporary, but perfect for
now.” And the ending song, “Drano
Ears,” is a reminder that life does goes
on after heartbreak; “The worst of it
will pass away before you know it.”

Currently, the Jacks are planning a
U.S. tour with the Wombats in support
of the album, as well as a spot in New
Orleans’ Voodoofest.

“There’s always stuff going on,”
says Deveany. “We’ve got the start of
new demos already, and little ideas
going around. We’ll work on them as
we go, but after we do the tour and
have some downtime, they’ll really
take shape. With any luck, we’ll be
able to headline our own tour by next
summer.”

Information on the Static Jacks, in-
cluding merchandise, tour dates, and
EPs, can be found on
www.thestaticjacks.com/. “If You’re
Young” is available on
www.fearlessrecords.com.

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FEARLESS FIRST...Westfield’s Static Jacks recently debuted their first full-
length album with an in-store performance at Vintage Vinyl in Fords.

MOVING STORY...While incarcer-
ated during World War II, Hannah
Senesh (Liz Wisan) comforts a young
fellow prisoner, Rachel, (Kayla
Maisonet). The touching John Wooten
play Hannah runs Thursdays and Fri-
days at 8 p.m. and Sundays at 3 p.m. at
the Zella Fry Theatre in the Vaughn
Eames Building through September
18. For tickets, call the box office at
(908) 737-7469.


