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Arthouse Film Festival
Announces Line-Up

MOUNTAINSIDE - Imagine see-
ing a festival-winning gem before
public release, then the lights come
up, and there in front of you are the
creators of the film, ready to answer
questions and discuss their work.

Starting Monday, September 26,
Filmmakers Symposium’s Arthouse
Film Festival will run for ten weeks at
two New Jersey theatres: AMC Loews
Mountainside and AMC Loews
Monmouth Mall. The festival has
hosted 1,461 movie premieres with
956 live guest appearances over the
past 20 years.

Confirmed films and those under
consideration for the upcoming festi-
val include: “Another Happy Day”
with Ellen Barkin, Ellen Burstyn,
director Sam Levinson; “The Artist”
with Jean Dujardin, Berenice Bejo,
director Michel Hazanavicius; “The
Conquest” with Dennis Podalydes,
Florence Pernel, director Xavier
Durringer; “Coriolanus” with Ralph
Fiennes, Gerard Butler, director
Ralph Fiennes; “David” with
Muatasem Mishal, Binyomin
Shtaynberger, director Joel
Fendelman; “The Descendants” with
George Clooney, Judy Greer, direc-
tor Alexander Payne; “Dirty Girl”
with Juno Temple, Jeremy Dozier,
director Abe Sylvia; “Ides of March”
with George Clooney, Ryan Gos-
ling, director George Clooney; “In
the Land of Blood and Honey” with
Zana Marjanovic, Goran Kostic, di-
rector Angelina Jolie; “The Iron
Lady” with Meryl Streep, Jim
Broadbent, director Phyllida Lloyd;
“The Last Rites of Joe May” with
Dennis Farina, Mamie Anne Allman,
director Joe Maggio; “Like Crazy”
with Anton Yelchin, Felicity Jones,
director Drake Doremus; “Marathon
Boy” with Biranchi Das, Budhia
Singh, director Gemma Atwal; “Mar-
gin Call” with Zachary Quinto,
Kevin Spacey, director J.C. Chandor;
“Martha Marcy May Marlene” with
Elizabeth Olsen, Sarah Paulson, di-
rector Sean Durkin; “My Week With
Marilyn” with Michelle Williams,
Julia Ormond, director Simon Curtis;
“The Other F Word” with Jim
Lindberg, Flea, director Andrea
Blaugrund Nevins; “Romantics
Anonymous” with Benoit

Poelvoorde, Isabelle Carre, director
Jean-Pierre Ameris; “The Rum Di-
ary” with Johnny Depp, Amber
Heard, director Bruce Robinson;
“The Salt of Life” with Gianni Di
Gregorio, Valeria De Franciscis, di-
rector Gianni Di Gregorio; “W.E.”
with Andrea Riseborough, James
D’Arcy, director Madonna; “We
Need To Talk About Kevin” with
Tilda Swinton, John C. Reilly, di-
rector Lynne Ramsey; and “Young
Goethe In Love” with Alexander
Fehling, Miriam Stein, director
Philipp Stolzl.

For information or to register, call
(732) 870-6012 or visit
ArthouseFilmFestival.com.

The festival is open to anyone, but
seating is limited, so early enroll-
ment is advised. Subscription is $133
for five weeks or $235 for all ten
weeks. Also being offered is a spe-
cially priced flex ticket so the user
may choose any eight out of ten nights
for their convenience. Discounts will
be available for early registration.

Benefit Concert for Fiore
Memorial Scholarship Fund
GARWOOD - On Saturday, Octo-

ber 8, Crossroads in Garwood, will
host a special evening of perfor-
mances to celebrate the life of New
Jersey musician, Chris Fiore.

Several long-standing area bands
will perform in a fundraiser for New
Jersey City University’s Chris Fiore
Memorial Scholarship Fund. The
scholarship was created in memory
of the acclaimed musician and gradu-
ate of NJCU who passed away in
October of 2002 after a prolonged
battle with cancer.

The Crossroads concert features
musicians who were friends and
bandmates of Mr. Fiore. Featured
artists include The Play Trains at
9:30 p.m.; Loud Day at 8:15; The
Washington School Show Band at
7:30 and Sun Palace at 7 pm. Addi-
tional guests are also scheduled to
appear.

Admission is $10 at the door but
attendees are welcome to donate
more. Donations may also be made
online.

An accomplished bassist and dedi-

cated educator, Chris Fiore was pas-
sionate about every aspect of music
and was equally committed to his
young students and his fellow musi-
cians. Fiore made his mark in the-
atre, jazz, rock, and classical music.
In 2002, he performed in the North
American debut tour of the musical
Unforgettable: The Nat King Cole
Story and made his directorial debut
as the musical director for the South
Plainfield Summer Workshop pro-
duction of Footloose 2. He also per-
formed at the Westfield Jazz Festi-
val.

In the last months of his life, Mr.
Fiore devoted much time to compos-
ing. He recorded his first CD of origi-
nal compositions, Jazz Stars, shortly
before his death in October of 2002
(www.cdbaby.com/cd/fiore).

To donate online visit
www.njcu.edu/annualfund, select
“Other” and type in Chris Fiore Me-
morial Scholarship

For more information go to:
w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m /
ChrisFioreScholarship.

Local Youth Groups to
Perform at Fanny Wood Day

SNEAK PEAK…“The Artist” starring
Berenice Bejo, and 20 more not-yet-
released movies will premiere at the
Filmmakers Symposium’s Arthouse
Film Festival beginning in September
at AMC Loews Mountainside and
AMC Loews Monmouth Mall. For info,
call (732) 870-6012 or visit
ArthouseFilmFestival.com.

Poet Laura Boss to Perform
At the Kuran Center

FANWOOD – The Carriage House
Poetry Series invites the public to
attend a free reading by the interna-
tionally acclaimed poet, Laura Boss,
on Tuesday, September 20. The event
will take place at 8 p.m. in the Kuran
Arts Center on Watson Road, off
North Martine Avenue,
adjacent to Fanwood
Borough Hall (GPS use
75 N. Martine Avenue).

Woodbridge native
Laura Boss, recipient of
three poetry fellowships
from the New Jersey
State Council on the
Arts, has received many
poetry awards including
a first place in the Po-
etry Society of
America’s Gordon Bar-
ber Poetry Contest.

She has read at many
venues in Europe and
was the sole representative of the
United States at the 26th Interna-
tional Poetry Readings. More recent
featured readings include the Dylan
Thomas Centre in Wales, the Folger
Shakespeare Library in Washington,
DC, and the 2010 Geraldine R. Dodge
Poetry Festival. This summer, she
won the only prize at the first Interna-
tional Poetry Festival in Swansea,
Wales.

A long-time Dodge Poet-in-the-
Schools, Laura Boss is the author of

six books of poetry, including “Arms:
New and Selected Poems” (1999)
and her newest book, “Flashlight”
(Guernica Editions). As a visiting
artist, workshop leader and mentor to
young poets, she has been a familiar
figure on the Northeast poetry scene

for decades.
Laura Boss has read

her work on National
Public Radio and her
poems have been pub-
lished in the New York
Times, Connecticut Re-
view, New York Quar-
terly and numerous
other publications. She
founded LIPS magazine
in 1981 and continues
to publish the biannual
poetry journal from her
home in Guttenberg.

The Carriage House
Poetry Series is in its

thirteenth year at the Patricia Kuran
Arts Center, an historic Gothic Re-
vival structure that was once a 19th
century carriage house, hence the
name of the series. The September 20
reading is free and open to the public.
An open mic will follow the featured
performance.

For more information call (908)
889-7223 or (908) 889-5298. For
online directions and information,
v i s i t
carriagehousepoetryseries.blogspot.com/

Laura Boss

New Jersey Youth Theatre
Announces Fall Classes

ROSELLE PARK - The award-win-
ning New Jersey Youth Theatre (NJYT)
is proud to announce that its Perform-
ing Arts School’s 20th season of classes
for students ages 6 to 23 will begin
October 11.

Registration sessions for classes in
drama, voice, musical theatre and dance
will be held from 4 to 8 p.m. on Wednes-
days and Thursdays, September 14,
15, 21, and 22 at the New Jersey Youth
Theatre studio located at 172 West
Westfield Avenue in Roselle Park. Se-
mester 1 classes will be offered Octo-
ber 11, through February 1, 2012; Se-
mester 2, February 6, 2012 through
May 9, 2012.

New Jersey Youth Theatre is cel-
ebrated as one of the most critically
acclaimed youth theatre companies in
New Jersey. Drama critic Peter Filichia
of the Star Ledger honored NJYT’s
2006 Ragtime and 2009 Sweeney Todd
with New Jersey “Obie” awards.

Both shows received the Best Re-
vival of a Musical award and Best
Director award to Cynthia Meryl, Ar-
tistic Director of New Jersey Youth
Theatre and Director of NJYT’s recent
summer smash hit, Kiss Me, Kate at the
New Jersey Performing Arts Center in
Newark.

This year, Ms. Meryl won the
Governor’s Award for Distinguished
Service to Theatre Education. New Jer-
sey Youth Theatre also received three
consecutive Citation of Excellence
awards from the New Jersey Council
for the Arts.

The mission of New Jersey Youth
Theatre is to provide the highest qual-
ity theatre arts education and on-stage
experience to aspiring young perform-
ers and technicians interested in enter-
ing the professional arena. NJYT classes
are designed to prepare young per-
formers for auditions and the profes-
sional stage.

Students, age 6 to 8, may enroll in
Theatre Games for Kids, an introduc-
tion to drama through improvisation,
movement, vocal work, and storytelling
techniques. Dance classes include vari-
ous levels of ballet, ballet/jazz, and tap.
Private voice lessons are offered by
audition.

Classes are scheduled Mondays,
Tuesdays and Wednesdays between 4
and 9:45 p.m. Students who enroll in
more than one NJYT class per week, or
pay tuition in full at time of registration
will qualify for tuition discounts.

New to the NJYT school staff this
year is Erica Bradshaw. Ms. Bradshaw,
teaching artist, acting coach, profes-
sional actor, comedienne, writer, be-
gan her acting career on stage with Ann
Jackson and Peter Falk in the world-
premiere Off-Broadway production of
Arthur Millers’ Mr. Peters Connections,
at Signature Theatre, NYC and made
her network television debut in LA on
CBS in “The District.”

A graduate of the Mason Gross
School of the Arts, Amber J.

Pennyfeather-Williams has performed
works by Michael Gary, Claudia
Gitelman, Jose Limon, Jawole Willa Jo
Zollar of Urban Bush Women, Sherry
Alban, Jeff Friedman, Benoit Swan-
Pouffer of Cedar Lake Contemporary
Ballet, Randy James, Doug Elkins, as
well as a collective of student – choreo-
graphed works, including her own. She
has performed up and down the East
Coast in regional and national compe-
titions, community outreach programs,
collegiate-based performances, festi-
vals and showcases.

Alonzo Hall grew up in Plainfield
and began his tap dance training at his
city’s local dance studio at the age of
eleven. Mr. Hall later studied ballet,
jazz, and modern dance at the Univer-
sity of the Arts in Philadelphia. He then
attended Rutgers University’s Mason
Gross School of the Arts where he
received his B.F.A in Dance under the
direction of Paulette Sears and Julia
Ritter.

Mr. Hall was a member of the school’s
semi-professional dance company
known as University Dance Works
under the direction of Randy James
and had the opportunity to perform
works by Ronald K. Brown, Benoit-
Swan Pouffer, Xiao-Xiong Zhang,
Randy James, and Ferdinand Dejesus.
Mr. Hall is currently member of Marie
Alonzo’s Tangerine Dance Collective
in Princeton. He was a dancer in the
musicals Aida and The Wedding Singer,
both at Plays in the Park in Edison.

Other NJYT faculty members in-
clude: Cynthia Meryl, Master Instruc-
tor, a Broadway veteran and profes-
sional actress for 40 years who has
stage-directed and produced over 40
NJYT productions and teaches Begin-
ners’ and Advanced Acting, Musical
Theatre, and private voice; James
Campodonico, Musical Director/Ac-
companist, an accomplished composer,
who has taught vocal music for 33
years and acted as musical director to
over 100 productions, and Alberta
Handelman, Intermediate Acting, a pro-
fessional actress who has taught acting
in schools for more than 25 years and
founded the Blooming Grove Theatre
Ensemble.

Ms. Meryl and NJYT Executive Di-
rector, Ted Agress, and the NJYT Per-
forming Arts School’s esteemed fac-
ulty instill in young artists the impor-
tance of commitment and discipline in
all areas of the performing arts. Stu-
dents develop the confidence and te-
nacity needed not only to pursue a
career in theatre, but also to face any
challenge in life.

NJYT is funded by the Geraldine R.
Dodge Foundation, the NJ State Coun-
cil on the Arts, the Westfield Founda-
tion and the Optimist Club. For detailed
information about NJYT classes and
productions, visit
www.njyouththeatre.org, call 908-233-
3200 or email at
info@njyouththeatre.org.

FANWOOD - The Fanny Wood
Day Committee is proud to announce
that musical entertainment will abound
at the 16th Annual Fanny Wood Day
slated to be held on Sunday, October,
from 11 to 5 p.m.

Two new unique, local youth groups
will be featured starting with School of
Rock. The School’s musical director,
Art Lima, indicated that the School of
Rock “provides opportunities not just
for kids to learn the classic material and
techniques of rock and roll, but also
provides them with fantastic lessons in
problem solving, team building, and
the rewards of hard work while build-
ing their self-esteem and confidence  -
all while having a blast. The School of
Rock experience creates not only rock
stars on stage, but it transfers into other
areas of the kids’ lives as well.”

The School of Rock musicians will
perform two sets, kicking off at 1 p.m.
and returning for a second set at 3 p.m.

Live music is a large part of Fanny
Wood Day, and the Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School’s Cabaret
Troupe is a student-run club consisting
of talented teenagers from SPFHS’
award-winning vocal programs. The
group was founded to give local sing-
ers the opportunity to perform songs of
their choosing through community ser-
vice performances.

Selections range from Broadway
show tunes and songs from the Great
American Songbook to current pop
hits. Performing on Fanny Wood Day
will be “Cab Troupe” members Julie
Busch, Varshini Narayanan, Paige
Mankin, Julia Mendes, Kayla Spector
and Rachel Naugle. They will be ac-
companied on keyboards by Brynne
Bartiromo.

The group has previously performed

at The Chelsea of Fanwood, Sunrise
Assisted Living Facility in Westfield,
The Fanwood Memorial Library, The
Scotch Plains Library and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School. Their
30-minute performance is scheduled
to begin at 2 p.m.

In addition, a number of Fanwood
residents are donating their talents to
entertain young and old alike. Peter
Juris will perform a variety of activities
atop his 5-foot high stilts, and perform
a variety of magic tricks. There will
also be a caricaturist who will sketch
portraits of family members in front of
the stage area and of course there will
be a variety of fun games and other
entertainment provided by our many
vendors.

Fanny Wood Day will be held at the
corner of Martine and South Avenues
in downtown Fanwood and will feature
an array of contests, vendors, and
children’s amusements. Supported by
local vendors the children’s area is
available for one all day price of $10.

“In these challenging economic times
we are proud to be able to put on a local,
fun filled event that is reasonably priced
for families and friends,” stated Mayor
Colleen Mahr. “Our entertainment this
year, consist of extremely talented, lo-
cal musicians, who are all donating
their time and talent to make this a great
and successful event.”

“Our hard working committee com-
prised of Donna Dolce, Lynn Sorf,
Bruce Zakarin, David Bleckinger, Tony
Parenti, Lou Schults, Jason Parker,
Steven Parker, Don Wussler and Kristen
Dinegar have done an extraordinary
job putting together this year’s event!”
commented Ms. Mahr.

Don’t miss out on this unique New
Jersey hometown celebration.

FANTASTIC...Performing on Fanny Wood Day will be Cab Troupe, who will
offer selections ranging from Broadway show tunes, songs from the Great
American Songbook to current pop hits. Members include Julie Busch, Varshini
Narayanan, Paige Mankin, Julia Mendes, Kayla Spector and Rachel Naugle.
They will be accompanied on keyboards by Brynne Bartiromo.

Kean Stage Announces
Performing Arts Season

UNION - Kean Stage’s 2011-2012
performing arts season boasts an
impressive lineup including this
year’s Grammy® Award Winner for
“Best New Artist”, Esperanza
Spalding as well as An Evening
with John Legend, the explosive
Taiko drumming of TAO and
Compañia Flamenca Jose Porcel’s
dazzling Gypsy Fire.

Highlights of Enlow Recital
Hall’s upcoming season include
Jane Krakowski, The 5 Browns, the
Branford Marsalis Quartet and
American soprano and opera diva
Christine Brewer.

Dance enthusiasts will enjoy the
awesome acrobatics and saber work
of the Lezginka Dance Company
direct from Russia; Dance Theatre
of Harlem’s unique approach to bal-
let, and ballet classics like The Nut-
cracker, Romeo and Juliet and

Giselle.
The Concert Artist Series in its

12th season will feature world-re-
nowned faculty musicians perform-
ing chamber music in Enlow Hall
and Kean Hall.

New this year is our International
Film Series featuring award-win-
ning modern foreign cinema on
Sunday afternoons in the Jules Irv-
ing Schwartz Lecture Hall in the
new STEM building.

The Kean University main cam-
pus is located at 1000 Morris Av-
enue in Union, and the address for
the East Campus where Enlow Re-
cital Hall is located is 215 North
Avenue in Hillside.

Tickets are available at the
Wilkins Theatre Box Office on cam-
pus, by calling (908) 737-SHOW
(7469), and online at
www.keanstage.com.

Local Dignitaries Set To Join
WSO 9/11 Cultural Tribute

WESTFIELD  The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra will be joined
by a roster of distinguished politi-
cal and civic dignitaries during their
season opening performance
America the Brave, a 9/11 Com-
memoration Concert, on Saturday,
September 10 at 8 p.m. at The Pres-
byterian Church in Westfield.

The program will reflect the
themes of remembrance, dedica-
tion, and hope, and provide an op-
portunity for the community to
gather together to honor the heroic
first responders and pay memorial
tribute to those who lost their lives
that day.

Richard Bagger, Chief of Staff to
Governor Chris Christie and
Westfield Mayor Andy Skibitsky
will offer inspirational readings
during this special concert of re-
membrance. Musical movements
will be also be interspersed with
meditational texts presented by
Westfield United Fund’s Kim Benou
and by members of the local com-
munity who lost family members
during the 9/11 tragedy.

The WSO concert will include
the magnificent homage to America,
Antonin Dvorak’s New World Sym-
phony as well as renowned music
by American composers: Aaron
Copland’s magnificent Fanfare for
the Common Man, Samuel Barber’s
elegiac Adagio for Strings, an emo-
tional masterpiece as mournful and
moving as any ever written. The
concert will also feature the great-
est of Beethoven’s overtures, the
Leonore Overture No. 3, a musical
expression of the triumph of good

over evil and an unprecedented
gathering of Westfield school stu-
dents will join with WSO in an
unparalleled rendition of Irving
Berlin’s God Bless America.

A pre-concert lecture will be con-
ducted by Dr. Barbara Thomson at
7 p.m. in the Presbyterian Church
Chapel. Dr. Thomson is well known
to Westfield audiences as Director
of Music at the First Congrega-
tional Church where she has pre-
sented and performed on the Mid-
Day Musicales for 25 years.
“I am thrilled that Westfield Sym-
phony has created an exceptional
concert experience for us to re-
member and honor the heroes of 9/
11,” said Mayor Skibitsky. “Few
communities of our size can boast
a fully professional symphony or-
chestra on their doorstep and we
are truly privileged to have access
to a 9/11 cultural tribute of this
caliber. I urge the entire commu-
nity to join with us.”

 The WSO season opening con-
cert has been made possible, in
part, by funding from The NJ State
Council on the Arts and the
Geraldine Dodge Foundation. Ad-
ditional support has been provided
by The Thomas Glasser Founda-
tion, a charitable foundation set up
in memory of Thomas Glasser of
Westfield who perished in the 9/11
attack. A portion of monies from
ticket  sales wil l  benefi t  the
Westfield United Fund 9/11 schol-
arship fund.

For tickets ($25-$75) and infor-
mation call 908 232 9400 or go to
www.westfieldsymphony.org.


