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GREEN, WILLIAMSON, WITWICK, ETC. ‘O’ THREATS

Football Cougars Emphasize
Extra Points, ‘O’ Versatility

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

All systems are go with this year’s
Cranford High School football team
that appears to be ramping up its
offensive versatility and refining its
special teams game.

Last year, the Cougars with a vet-
eran squad of 15 seniors, avenged
four losses from the year before but
lost two games by one point, dropped
a come-from-behind thriller by four
points and became the victim of a
strategy-changing, 90-yard kickoff
return to finish with a 6-4 record.
Those tight losses proved that the
value of converting the extra points
seem to be paramount.

“We did lose two games by a point
and another by three. There wasn’t a
game last year where we didn’t score
as many touchdowns as the other
team. We had some problems on spe-
cial teams in the games that we lost,”
Cougar Head Coach Erik Rosenmeier
said. “That has been a huge emphasis
for us this year. It’s still a work in

progress. We have to understand that
those plays are just as important and
sometimes more important.”

Senior Eric Garguilo, along with
sophomore Troy Kettler will work
the kickoffs and extra points. Junior
Ryan Williamson will do the punting.

The Cougars, with quarterback Joey
Papandrea and running back Sean
Trotter, who have graduated, deliv-
ered a potent offensive punch last
year with their running game. This
season, the Cougars have more offen-
sive weapons with wide receiver
Williamson and seniors Garguilo,
Jeremy Wise and Ryan Bryson. Jun-
ior three-sport athlete Reggie Green
has moved to quarterback, and senior
Sean McGovern will be the backup.

“We are trying to get the ball in the
hands of our best athletes. In the past,
those guys were primarily in the
backfield. Right now, I think we have
more versatility in our athletes. I think
Ryan Williamson, Eric Garguilo,
[and] McGovern are guys, who can
hurt people, so we want to get them

the ball. We have a little more speed.
We want to try to get it into space, but
surely there will be a lot of option
involved,” Coach Rosenmeier said.

With Green behind center, senior
JP Christiano and junior Jim Dwyer
at tailback, and seniors Chris Witwick
and Adham McGuire, and juniors
Bobby Bruns and Marvin Lewis in
the backfield, the Cougars could still
be deadly in their running game.

“Witwick! It’s good to have him
back healthy. He basically missed all of
last year with the ankle. He’s made a lot
of plays in the pre-season. We are look-
ing for big things from him. Reggie,
even though it’s his first year at quarter-
back, is going to give people problems.
He is a big kid. He can move, and he can
throw the ball. If he gets out on the
edge, I know if I was a defensive coor-
dinator, it would be a concern of mine,”
Coach Rosenmeier said.

McGuire was injured early in his
sophomore season and has not been
in football action until this season.

HOPLER DRIVES IN MARKS WITH THE WINNING RUN

St. George Scores 1 in Ninth
To Top St. John Boys, 10-9

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The table has been set for the annual
St. Bart’s Oldtimers Men’s Softball
League Championship, but it took nine
grueling innings before St. George
plated a run in the bottom of the inning
to earn to right to do battle with the St.
James Gang on Labor Day.

The end came when St. George
veteran Marty Marks legged out a
double, and after Ron Labin was in-
tentionally walked, Harold Hopler
slashed an RBI single to right-
centerfield to give the Georgie boys a
10-9 victory over St. John at

Brookside Park in Scotch Plains on
August 31.

Despite the relatively high score,
defense played a deciding role in the
outcome. Probably the most impor-
tant snag for St George came in the
top of the eighth inning when St. John
had the bases loaded with no outs and
shortstop Ron Labin grabbed a vi-
cious line drive off the bat of Mike
Cuccurullo for the first out, then a
pair of grounders back to the mound
extinguished the threat.

Labin also initiated a double play in
the second inning. Pete Costello pre-
vented, at least a run in the fifth, with

a sliding catch in centerfield. Third
baseman Rick Wustefeld and Labin
made back-to-back fine stabs in the
sixth, and Steve McMahon made a
running catch in centerfield in the third.

St. John’s defense also made sev-
eral smooth plays. Shortstop Kevin
Spellman was involved in nine
putouts, which included initiating a
double play in the fifth inning and
making all three putouts in the third.
Pitcher John Deitch initiated a sec-
ond-to-first double play in the second
inning, and second baseman Chris
Nardi made a major league putout in

“Our success is evidenced in our results.”
Michael Scott, Manager

Congratulations Agents of the Month!

Frank D. Isoldi
Broker Sales Associate

Faith Maricic
Sales Associate

Jill Horowitz Rome
Sales Associate

WESTFIELD $935,000
10rm, 5BR, 3BA home, beaut EIK & FR addi-
tion, media rm, HWF thruout, FR, DR, CAC,
multi-zn ht, close to NYC bus. MLS 2882521

WESTFIELD $865,000
8rm Cust Col/Cape w/1st fl MBR, lrg step-down
LR w/cath ceil, new kit & bths, 3frpls, close to
town & park, 3 1/2bths, CAC. MLS 2880851

WESTFIELD $799,900
Classic Colonial on tree-lined street, near schools
& downtown, 4BRs, 2 1/2BAs, Large yard offers
expansion possibilities. MLS 2880969

MOUNTAINSIDE $795,000
Pristine 9 room, 4BR, 2 1/2BA CH Colonial, large
level yard, new appl, Granite counter tops, profes-
sional landscape. MLS 2874401

MOUNTAINSIDE $739,999
Spacious BiLevel, Living Rm, Dining Rm, Eat-in
kit, Family Rm w/frpl, Recreation Rm, 2 1/2
bths, 2 car garage, built-in pool. MLS 2849786

CRANFORD $659,000
Impeccable 11rm CHC, 5BRs, 2.5BAs, FR w/fpl,
office, full bsmt, LR, DR, lg EIK, 3 season addi-
tion, overszd 2-car gar, quiet st. MLS 2873444

GARWOOD $519,900
50+ Cmmnty, move-in cond, 3BR, 3 1/2BA, Mst
bth w/jac tub, lg EIK, w/sitting rm, open LR/DR
w/balcony, pvt interior elev. MLS 2853883

SCOTCH PLAINS $449,000
Stone/wood Col, LR w/stone fp, FDR, kit w/ eat-
ing area/FR, 2BR on 2nd fl, 1BR on uppr lvl w/
balc, pvt office w/bth, 2-car gar MLS 2852122

WESTFIELD $451,900
Charming Col in move in condition, brick fplc
in LR, DR, den, 3BRs, 2bths, 2 car garage. Close
to school & transportation. MLS 2872544

CLARK $359,000
Move in Cond Stone/Brick custom Ranch in
prime Clark area, EIK, FDR, LR w/ FP, 3-4 BR,
Enclosed porch.A MUST SEE. MLS 2845818

CRANFORD $339,000
Great location. Nestled on a beautiful lot near
town, train, parks & schools. Needs updating.
Sold AS-IS. Lots of potential! MLS 2866329

SCOTCH PLAINS $333,333
Easy living in this 2 bedroom, 2 1/2 bath home,
Formal dining room, Cozy family room, plus
loft, CAC. MLS 2882235
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
ZIGZAGGING FOR BIG YARDAGE…Cranford Cougar quarterback Reggie Green, No. 9, zigzags for big yardage in a
scrimmage game against Caldwell at Memorial Field in Cranford on September 3.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
STEPPING ON THE BAG FOR THE PUTOUT…St. George second baseman Bryan Munoz, left, steps on second base to
get the force play on Chris Nardi of St. John. See St. Bart’s championship story in the September 15 edition of The Leader
and The Times.


