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Football Raiders Gained Experience & Size
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Ahmod Channaoui and Billy Schauer,
and junior Rob Mrozek. Senior An-
drew Miller and Rich Polhamus, and
junior Brad Alleman are expected to
be at tight end. Miller is also expected
to contribute heavily as an inside line-
backer.

“Andrew Miller, I think, is going to
be one of the best around, especially
as a linebacker. He played tight end
late last year, and he is athletic. He
has a great attitude,” Coach Ciccotelli
said.

Seniors Dan Lynch and Chris
DeVito, and junior James Kaiser will
be at offensive tackle. Juniors An-
thony Tufaro and Billy Castore, and
senior Joe Murkey will be the guards,
while seniors Jordan D’Agostero and
Ian Krieger will be at center.

A large mix of boys will be at defen-
sive end, which include D’Agostero,
Lynch, Tufaro, Castore, Kaiser,
DeVito, Murkey and Krieger. Along
with Rice, senior Tyree Singletary and
juniors Mike Colineri and Mrozek will
work the corners. Jegede and junior
Zach Brensons will be at safety. Byers,
Polhamus, senior Mike Villegas and
junior Jack Cunningham will be at
outside linebacker. Miller, Littieri, Brad
Alleman and McQuoid will be at in-
side linebacker.

“Danny Lynch looks like he is go-
ing to be going both ways. James
Kaiser, who is a big, physical kid, has
matured a lot. Anthony Tufaro did a
great job wrestling last year. He is
going to contribute. There are a bunch
of guys on that bench. Castore is
doing a nice job offensively. Krieger
played center last year. So we are
hoping that we can build on that,”
Coach Ciccotelli said.

Junior backup quarterback John
Murphy, who was the kicker last year,
will assume all the kicking duties.

“He kicked for us last year. He had
a 42-yard field goal against Eliza-
beth. He’s got a strong leg. He punts
well, so we expect him to be better
than he was last year. That is some-
thing right now that we know is one
of our strengths,” Coach Ciccotelli
said. “He can do that, now we have to
put the coverage team on the field
that will be able to take advantage of
his skill.”

Strong performances on special
teams also presents a seed of oppor-
tunity for players, who want to break
into the starting lineup.

“We tell the guys, who are a step
behind the starters, that is where they
can earn their stripes. Over the years,
we had some kids take pride in it and
became great special teams players.
By opening day, we are going to find

the right group of guys,” Coach
Ciccotelli said.

Opening day will be at Westfield
on Saturday, September 10, at 2 p.m.

“Coach [Jim DeSarno – Westfield]
does a great job. The kids are ready to
play. We take each game one at a
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Frances

Bradley

COLONIAL/SPLIT

WESTFIELD. Beautifully updated 4 Bedroom home situated on a
large lot on a circular street. New gourmet kitchen with granite
counters, maple cabinetry and sliders to deck, adjoining Living Room
/ Family Room with vaulted ceilings, newer Master Bath, beautiful
hardwood floors, newer roof, Central Air and furnace, and a two-car
attached garage make this a perfect home for enjoying all that
Westfield has to offer.

Maria

DiCarlo

CENTER HALL COLONIAL

SCOTCH PLAINS. Center Hall Colonial on cul de sac with 5 BR,3 Baths.
A magnificent 2 story foyer with a circular grand staircase & arched windows.
The hardwood floors, with mahogany inlays, bring warmth & elegance to this
distinctive house. The gourmet kit will offer granite countertops & opens to
the spacious Family Room with columns, gas fireplace & sliding glass doors
leading to the covered patio. The 2nd floor boasts a MBR suite as well as 3
additional bedrooms. The basement has an impressive 9` ceiling & WBF.

Patricia

O’Connor

WESTFIELD. Gracious Wychwood Gem on Echo Lake CC 15th
fairway with an unobstructed view of the golf course. Original wide plank
oak floors, LR with WBF, FDR, FR with built in cabinets, an EIK and a
full bath. Plus an enclosed breeze way with access to the 2 garages. The
2nd level has a Master en-suite with an adjoining office and three spacious
closets. An additional 3 Bedrooms and 2 full Baths complete the second
level. Rec room, powder room, Laundry and Utility room in basement.

Associate of the Month

TOWNHOUSE – END UNIT

GARWOOD. Stunning 3 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Townhome at the
conveniently located Pointe in Garwood, a 55+ Active Adult Community.
This impeccable home features 3 levels easily accessed via a private elevator,
gourmet kitchen w/island and Breakfast area, open Family Room w/gas
fireplace, private Terrace, 4th BR/Office, 2 car Garage and abundant storage.
Upgrades include granite and marble countertops, hardwood floors on the
1st and 2nd floors, carpeted Bedrooms and well-appointed Baths.

Rose Marie

Hughes

Kerry

McDevitt

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY, 9/11  1-5PM

WESTFIELD. This charming Colonial features a large LR with Hardwood
floors, Brick wood burning Fireplace and unique built in bookcases topped by
stained-glass windows. FDR leads to cozy Den with sliders to patio and private
yard. The EIK is a gourmet`s delight. A comfortable FR and newer Powder
Room complete the 1st floor. The 2nd floor boasts 3 Bedrooms, full bath, and
ample closet space. Full basement and attic provide considerable storage to
complement living space. Directions: West Broad to Scotch Plains Ave #216

Patricia

O’Connor

CONTEMPORARY

SCOTCH PLAINS. California Contemporary on 3/4 acres of
private hilltop property. Open floor plan, 3 spacious Bedrooms,
entertainment sized Eat-In-Kitchen, Formal Dining Room, bright
and airy Living Room, Family Room with wood burning fireplace, full
finished basement, hardwood floors, enclosed porch, large deck, and
2 car oversized built-in garage. Could easily be converted back to 4
Bedrooms. Home Warranty.

COLONIAL

Ebtsam “Sam”

Sayed

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RAIDER SENIOR LEADERSHIP…Seven seniors head up the Raider girls soccer team this season. Pictured, left to right,
are: front row; Jackie Mains, Sarah Vanbuskirk and Avia Shadmi; back row, Lisa Matrale, Meghen Allen, Teresa Cannone
and Erin Pierce.

MAINS, VANBUSKIRK, SHADMI SELECTED CAPTAINS

Raiders’ Success May Come
With ‘Team Unity’ in Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Five Union County Tournament
(UCT) championships in six years
could lead some people to wonder.
Could this year’s Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls soccer
team do it again?

According to Raider Head Coach
Kevin Ewing, “Hopefully the girls can
create some good offensive opportu-
nities for us and keep playing tough
defense to do well in our games. I feel
the team’s strong point is ‘team unity’.”

Last year’s Raiders, who also won
their conference title, won the UCT
championship with a 2-0 victory over
Westfield, before dropping a 1-0 heart-
breaker to Millburn in the state sec-
tional tournament to finish with a 14-
2-3 record.

The Raiders graduated their two top
scorers in Emily Nagourney and Avika
Shah and goalkeeper Paige Della
Badia, who received All-State Coaches

Poll recognition and recorded 13 shut-
outs last year. A major part of the
Raiders’ success was with Della Badia
and their defense that allowed only
seven goals.

However, many of the returning
Raiders were in the starting lineup,
including senior Co-Captains Jackie
Mains, Sarah Vanbuskirk and Avia
Shadmi. Vanbuskirk, who will be at
the forward position with Lisa Matrale,
received All-State Coaches Poll rec-
ognition. Mains will play in the
midfield, and Shadmi, who received
All-County recognition, will be on
defense.

Senior Erin Pierce, a track star with
blazing speed and lasting endurance,
will be in the midfield, along with
sophomore Katherine Cunningham
and junior Julie Glover. Last year,
Pierce was an All-Union County
Coaches Poll selection.

Working the defense, along with
Shadmi, will be juniors Christine

Miklas and Christy Monroy (both re-
ceived All-County recognition), and
sophomore Alyssa Riporti.

Junior Taylor Sebolao and Meghan
Allen will be at the last line of defense
as goalkeepers.

The Lady Raiders’ challenging
schedule will begin today, Thursday,
September 8, with Cranford in Scotch
Plains at 5 p.m. On Thursday, Septem-
ber 15, the Lady Raiders will travel to
Westfield for a showdown with the
Lady Blue Devils at 4 p.m.

“We will keep trying to do well in
the counties and the state tournament
and just play one game at a time. It is
a very tough schedule that we have.
The Watchung Division is the stron-
gest it has been in years. We will also
have tough out of conference compe-
tition in Immaculate Heart Academy
Watchung hills Kearny and Colum-
bia,” Coach Ewing said. “The girls
will need to come ready to play every
game in order for us to be successful,”

time. Our job as coaches is to get
ourselves ready for our opener. Hope-
fully, it will be a great game. It’s a
challenge for us. It’s a challenge for
them. I know their kids won’t lay
down, and my kids aren’t going to lay
down,” Coach Ciccotelli said.

Blue Devils Optimistic
About Boys XC Season

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fine athletes have graduated but
more and more keep coming when it
comes to Westfield High School boys
cross-country. With 80 to 85 on the
team and several seasoned athletes
returning, this year’s Blue Devils and
Head Coach Jack Martin are quite
optimistic.

Last year, the Blue Devils won their
third straight Union County title. They
dominated their conference and won
the sectional title. Then the Blue Dev-
ils won their second straight Group 4
title, placed fourth in the Meet of
Champions (MOC) and finished sixth
in the Northeast Regional.

“We are very optimistic. The suc-
cess last fall led to an incredible im-
provement in our spring track times
last spring. Six of the boys ran 4:30 or
better for the 1,600. Kevin Ingram
ran 1:57 for 800 meters. Matt Luppino
ran 4:39 for 1,600 and Tommy
Edwards ran 4:40 before getting in-
jured. In addition we had a bunch run
under 5:00 for 1,600 meters,” Coach

Martin said.
Seniors Jack Leahy, David Carville,

John Kirna and Evan Tarlow have
been named team captains and each
has plenty of varsity experience. Last
year, Leahy turned in a personal-best
time at the Group 4 meet, and Carville
was the big surprise when he filled in
for Tarlow, who was ill, and finished
47th with a time of 17:01.

When the Blue Devils finished
fourth at the MOC last year, Leahy
and Carville were among five Blue
Devils, who recorded the fastest all-
time Westfield High School five-man
average.

Presently, in addition to the team
captains, seniors Kevin Ingram and
Tom Edwards, juniors Kevin Smith,
Dan Luzzi and newcomer Mike Reilly,
and sophomore Matt Luppino make
up the top-10 runners.

“The fellows put in a monster sum-
mer of training and are raring to go,”
Coach Martin said.

The Blue Devils will open their
season at Roxbury on Saturday, Sep-
tember 10.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLUE DEVIL XC CAPTAINS…Pictured, left to right, seniors Jack Leahy,
David Carville, John Kirna and Evan Tarlow have been selected as the Blue Devil
boys cross-country team captains.


