
A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, September 8, 2011 Page 9

Westfield BOE Reports on
Preparations for School Year
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – Reporting on the
physical status of Westfield Schools,
Superintendent of Schools Marga-
ret Dolan at the  board of education’s
August 30  meeting that the only
school that was without power was
Wilson Elementary School.

In all, seven of the district’s nine
schools lost power as a result of the
storm. She thanked all of the main-
tenance workers who came in “to
pump out water from school base-
ments and boiler rooms.” She also
stated that because of the worker’s
diligence in getting the water out
quickly there was no permanent
water damage.

Board Secretary Vincent Yaniro
stated that a few days before the
storm, maintenance workers had
“cleared roof drains and gutters.”
Mr. Yaniro also noted there was a lot
of clean up that had to be done after
the storm and thanked Michael
Morris, supervisor of buildings and
grounds and the other workers for
their efforts.

In his report, Mr. Yaniro also noted
that many other summer mainte-
nance projects were completed like
new lockers at Westfield High
School, a replaced roof in Edison
Intermediate’s girl’s locker room,
masonry work at Roosevelt Interme-
diate, new tiling at Jefferson, a refur-
bished office at McKinley and new
lighting and a repaved parking lot at
the Wilson School. He finished by
noting that all schools had received
fresh paint in the hallways, exten-
sive cleaning and landscaping.

Ms. Dolan stated that the first day
of school for the 6,300 students in
the district would be Wednesday,
September 7. In addition, she asked
for and received board permission
to hire an additional 4th grade
teacher for the Washington School
as class size has reached 25 stu-
dents. She noted that the school
does have an art room that can be

utilized for the class.
In other business, it was an-

nounced that Assistant Superinten-
dent of Curriculum, Instruction and
Programs Anita O’Neal was retiring
as of October 31. She has served in
the position since 2007 and had
also served prior as the chairwoman
of the district’s special education
department since 1998.

Westfield High School Family
Life and Consumer Service teacher
Barbara Philpot also is retiring after
28 years with the district.

Board President Julia Walker an-
nounced that Scott Lipson, a teacher
from the Wilson School, has been
appointed as assistant principal at
Franklin Elementary School. He ad-
dressed the audience stating, “I am
looking forward to working in such
a warm environment.” He also said
he felt he would relate well to all the
students because, “I still feel like
somewhat of a kid.”

Mrs. Walker also noted that be-
cause of the sudden resignation of
Richard Charwin, director of stu-
dent personnel services/guidance
K-12, Mrs. Maureen Mazzarese, a
high school guidance counselor,
has been named to the position of
coordinator.

In a unanimous vote board mem-
bers approved the second reading
of the anti-bullying policy that was
first introduced in June. It was an
amended policy required of all dis-
tricts in the state.

Westfield lunch aide and resident
Alberta Ryan asked about how em-
ployees would be protected against
retaliation when reporting an al-
leged incident. Ms. Dolan noted
that all reports are taken seriously
and are considered to be done in
“good-faith.” She also noted that
lunch aides would be given spe-
cific training on how to file a com-
plaint.

The next Board of Education
meeting will take place on Tuesday,
September 13.

Mountainside BOE Member
Williams Latest to Resign

By DELL SIMEONE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE – Mountainside
Board of Education member Carolyn
Williams stunned the audience and her
colleagues Wednesday night by
abruptly resigning her seat on the BOE.
Her resignation follows that of Chief
School Administrator Jeannette
Baubles and Curriculum Supervisor
Tom Conroy.

Reading from a prepared statement,
Ms. Williams said, “My main concern
is the roles and duties of this board.”

“Our role is to be the voice of the
people who have no voice, the chil-
dren,” she said. “We did not offer Dr.
Baubles a new contract in a timely
manner. David Rubin (former board
attorney) is gone. He had historical
knowledge of this board.”

She also said the board disregards the
Open Public Meetings Act, and she
questioned its ethics. “There is no plan;
it disappoints me,” she added.

Ms. Williams, a former Mountainside
PTA president who served as liaison to
the board of education in Berkeley
Heights, where Mountainside teenag-
ers attend Governor Livingston High
School, had been on the board for the
past three-and-a-half years. Following
her statement, Board President James
Ruban thanked Ms. Williams for her
“heartfelt remarks and her honesty.” He
also thanked her for her service to the
board.

“My door is always open to you,” he
said. He concluded by wishing Ms.
Williams well in the future.

Mr. Conroy, who also served as build-
ing administrator at Beechwood School,
resigned in June to become director of
curriculum, instruction and technol-
ogy for the Somerville school district.
Ms. Baubles resigned shortly thereaf-
ter. Although Mr. Conroy is not return-
ing in September, Ms. Baubles’ con-
tract runs until November 3.

Board member Christopher Minks
said, “The indictment of our board by

Ms. Williams is unfortunate. We are
trying to move forward.”

In defense of the board, member Cathy
Jakositz responded that, “We very much
have a plan. We want to replace Dr.
Baubles before we hire a supervisor of
curriculum. We want to make sure we
meet the same standards we set for the
chief school administrator.”

Mr. Ruban announced that the board
was going into executive session and
would not open up again in public
session. It went into that closed portion
of the meeting without Ms. Williams.

When asked by The Westfield Leader
for further comments, Ms. Williams
said she did not want to elaborate on her
statement, but simply said, “The board
and I are moving in two different direc-
tions.”

“I didn’t create this environment; I
can’t live with it. It is how they conduct
business when they’re not at this table,”
Ms. Williams said. “I can’t support a
board that doesn’t know its roles and
responsibilities.”

She further said, “I’ve been here for
three-and-a-half years; it hasn’t all been
bad. It’s been a great learning experi-
ence, positive as well as negative,” she
added.

The meeting began at 5 p.m. with an
executive session, which ran until 7:15
p.m. The public meeting opened at
7:15 p.m.

Hallie Smith, a dietician with the
Maschio Food Service of Flanders, gave
a presentation on the health-conscious
foods the children will eat this year in
the district’s lunch program. Following
that, the board adjourned for 30 min-
utes to enjoy an al fresco barbeque
catered by the Maschio Food Service.

In other business, Ms. Baubles said
that the ingress and egress at both the
Beechwood and Deerfield Schools
would be reversed to accommodate
traffic and make for safer dropping off
and picking up of children. Instruc-
tions on the changes will be on the
website.

My 88 Hours Of Post-Irene
Silent Darkness

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Late on Saturday night, as I watched
Hurricane Irene rage outside, the
cable and Internet in my Garwood
apartment went out, but to me, it was
a minor and likely very temporary
inconvenience. But when I woke at
noon on Sunday, I saw the hands on
my clock had stopped three hours
earlier at 8:45 a.m. Hoping it was
merely a sign that my 20-year-old
alarm clock was finally dead, I flicked
on a light switch but there was noth-
ing. No lights. No power. Outside, the
traffic light on North Avenue was out.

As the day progressed and the skies
began to clear, my cell phone service
grew spotty. And then, in a final in-
sult, the battery of my laptop holding
all of my music ran out of juice as the
sun went down, plunging me into a
silent darkness I figured would last
no more than a few more hours. Even
the usual ambient noise—the traffic
outside my window, the New Jersey
Transit trains a hundred yards away,
the Newark planes above—was miss-
ing.

Still in the dark later that night, I
took a drive east on North Avenue but
got no further than the movie theater
at the edge of downtown Cranford.
The town itself, flooded beyond be-
lief, seemed to be cut off from all
directions, including the Parkway,
which was overrun with water and
shut down for several miles south of
the Union toll plaza.

Monday morning, when I turned
my shower on, I immediately realized
that the hot water in the tank hadn’t
miraculously stayed hot for me. Get-
ting to work after bathing in ice water
was an adventure, with numerous
streets—main thoroughfares and
countless side streets in Westfield,
Fanwood and Scotch Plains—
blocked off due to flooding, downed
trees and wires and other damage.
With grocery stores shut, the conve-
nience stores boomed.

Monday afternoon, the power was
still out—30 hours now—so I faced
reality and emptied my now-warm
refrigerator of everything but a bottle
of good vodka and a bag of MandMs,
although I managed to wolf down the
two remaining cups of mushy Italian
Ices. Two days earlier, in advance of
Irene, I had purchased an extra-large
loaf of white bread with the intent of
making French toast on Sunday morn-
ing—a plan washed away by the lack
of electricity. But for some reason, I
was determined not to lose that loaf of
dull white bread, so for lunch on
Monday, I made myself the first of
many peanut butter sandwiches—
the way they should be made: on
plain white bread. And no jelly!

Monday night, still with no power,
no music and no idea how to kill the
several hours before bedtime, I took
a walk in the total darkness down
North Avenue in Garwood towards
Cranford. Traffic lights were out. All
businesses along the strip were dark
and closed except for the wine bar
serving patrons outside under the
spotlight of a county truck illuminat-
ing the intersection and the bar across
from the Garwood train station serv-
ing cold beer. Further down, a dance
school was holding an enthusiastic
Zumba class in its parking lot via
candle light and a portable boombox.

I returned home and, with more
time to kill, took a car ride around the
area, first into Cranford where it was
hard not to feel great sympathy for the
residents whose homes and posses-
sions were wrecked by the Rahway
River flooding. Along Springfield
Avenue, homeowners were already

putting out on their curbs their water-
logged furniture, damaged household
items and garbage bags filled, no
doubt, with soaked memories and
other things. The wet and mildewed
smell was hard to avoid. The Cranford
municipal building, damaged by
flooding, was cordoned off with yel-
low police tape. And the downtown
business district—normally full of
hustle and bustle—was dark and aban-
doned. Everything I saw was a stark
reminder that natural disasters, like
Irene, can happen here and not just in
quickly-forgotten Midwest towns we
see on television.

Early Tuesday morning, I was awak-
ened by a sound I had not heard since
early Saturday evening—a commuter
train rushing past on its way to Man-
hattan. I groaned a bit as I saw that my
clock still read 8:45 a.m., as it had for
the past 46 hours. So I fixed myself
two peanut butter-on-white bread
sandwiches for breakfast and then
headed to the gym to use a shower
with hot water. Later, driving home
for lunch, I prayed that I’d see the
traffic light at North Avenue and
Chestnut Street up and running, but
no such luck. More than 50 hours
without power, and as I made myself
a snack of a peanut butter-on-white
bread sandwich, I told myself to be
thankful that all of this wasn’t hap-
pening during a heat wave and to
remember that no electricity also
means, hopefully, a lower utility bill.

The prospect of a third night in my
dark and silent apartment didn’t thrill
me so I spent Tuesday evening at the
gym, followed by dinner and a movie
and then a drive around the area.
Although the flood waters had re-
ceded, the level of loss in Cranford
was even more evident than the pre-
vious evening, with more water-dam-
aged household items at curbs and
downtown still a pitch-black ghost
town. And the hum of portable gen-
erators and water pumps had drowned
out the usual summer rhythmic
sounds of the crickets.

Wednesday morning started with
more of the same: no power for a 72nd
straight hour, no fresh food in the
house and—gag!—yet another pea-
nut butter-on-white bread sandwich.
I had whittled that extra-large loaf of
bread down to about four or five
slices. After hearing through the
Internet grapevine that power might
not be restored for many more days, I
was so disheartened at the prospect of
forever having to live like a pioneer
that I didn’t bother going home for
lunch on Wednesday to check if things
were back to normal. Instead, I went
out for dinner for a fourth straight
night, this time in Scotch Plains, after
which I returned home to the dark and
quiet apartment and read some maga-
zines with a flashlight. And one of
those damned sandwiches.

I was asleep at 1 a.m. Thursday
morning—88 hours after the power
vanished—when I realized, deep in
my sleepy haze, that I was hearing the
air conditioning kick on. I snapped
awake and went downstairs to look
out onto North Avenue and the nearby
traffic light that had been dark since
Sunday morning. Its glowing red light
never looked so good. I then saw my
cable box blinking happily and
plugged in my comatose laptop to
charge it up. For the first time in
nearly a week, I shaved, did laundry
and ran the dishwasher. And, looking
forward to having fresh food in the
house, I tossed the remaining few
slices of white bread in the garbage
and immediately put myself on a
peanut butter-free diet for the fore-
seeable future.

LEADER/TIMES SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT:

Are you enjoying the quality content you’re reading 

in the pages of this fine newspaper? If this is true...

WE’RE ASKING YOU
TO BECOME A SUBSCRIBER!

You are important to our advertisers. They CARE 

about doing business with Westfield, Scotch Plains and 

Fanwood people and they want to know that YOU are 

reading their message in the LEADER/TIMES each 

week. Support the weekly newspaper by mailing in this 

coupon TODAY! Each Thursday you’ll be glad you did!

HERE’S WHY :

Please enter my subscription starting with the next issue.
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New Subscriber Renewal

One Year – $33 Two Years – $62 Three Years – $90
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Signature:

Cut coupon and mail to: P.O. Box 250 Westfield, New Jersey 07091. 
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2032 Westfield Avenue 
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

The Rotary Club of Westfield

www.westfieldtoday.com/rotary

Helping Our Community For 86 Years

Please Join Us For Lunch

Every Tuesday, at the Westfield Area Y

12:15 pm to 1:30 pm

NO WIND NO RAIN...WHS Marching Band powers past the effects of Hurricane
Irene to attend Camp Owego in Greeley, Pa. Here seniors in the 85-member band
celebrate their last Band Camp in preparation for another season of competition,
spirit-building and service.

WHS Class of 1961
50th Reunion Weekend

Schedule of Events
Friday, September 9 – 5 to 9 p.m.

– At the home of Nancy Bauer
(Gearhart), 1039 Rahway Road,
Plainfield. Beer and wine, hors
d’oeuvres, buffet, desert and lots of
fun. Casual attire.

Saturday, September 10 – 11 a.m.
At the reunion tent on the field of the
Gary Kehler Stadium on Rahway
Avenue. Tailgate, followed by the
season opener against Scotch Plains
– Go Blue Devils!

Saturday, September 10 – 6 p.m.

At the Plainfield Country Club, 1591
Woodland Avenue, Plainfield.
Cocktail attire – wear your best
cocktail outfit. Cash bar, hors
d’oeuvres, dinner, dancing and des-
sert.

Sunday, September 11– 9:30 a.m.
Brunch at the high school followed
by a tour of Westfield High School
– a walk down memory lane.

For information email
N.Gearhart@yahoo.com or call
(908) 917-4311.


