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Letters to
the Editor

Westfield Fire, Police Depts.; Rescue
Squad – Can’t Thank You Enough

Former Police Officer Believes Signal
On Central Ave. Should Be Relocated

What I Would Gain From Merging
With SP? I know What I would Lose

We would like to thank the selfless
members of the Westfield Fire and
Police Departments and the Volun-
teer Rescue Squad for their tireless,
around the clock efforts in dealing
with the aftermath of Hurricane Irene
in our community. During and after
the storm, they went door to door
offering assistance on any and all
problems which included pumping
out basements, disconnecting im-
paired electrical connections, assist-
ing in getting generators working to
mitigate further water damage, con-
tacting public works to have sewage
drains snaked and simply being there
for psychological support.

They did this while experiencing
damage in their own homes and by

putting themselves in harms way with
the elements including falling trees,
which narrowly missed the crew that
helped us out on another call during
the storm.

We can’t thank these people enough
for protecting all of our community
against risk of physical injury and
further property damage. With the
10- year anniversary of 9/11 upon us,
we can’t think of anything more im-
portant than to thank the men and
women who risk their lives everyday
as they did on 9/11 and for being the
unsung heroes of our community
during this recent storm.

Thank you for your service!
Gary and Bonnie Goldberg

Westfield

By way of full disclosure, I grew
up in Scotch Plains and currently live
in Fanwood. Naturally, when I hear
speak of Fanwood’s identity, I think
longingly of the colorful native garb
my parents never handed down to
me, and the ancestoral dance I never
had the opportunity to learn for Fanny
Wood Day.

Fanwood does have an identity, but
it is not couched in a place per se – all
the more reason why it could readily
be lost. Fanwood’s identity rests, first
and foremost, in the involvement of
its people. People do take an interest.
People – even in these trying times –
do care about one another. Over the
years I have come to appreciate
Fanwood’s government. It truly em-
bodies principles cited by former BOE
member Sasha Slocum in the context
of the SP-F Board of Education: Ci-
vility, Integrity and Responsibility. I
might cite a few others: Dialogue,
Consensus, Feedback and Account-
ability. To be sure, there is the usual
politicking, but one always has the
sense that politics is checked at the
door when the good of the town is at
issue. Oh yes, and the public is actu-
ally encouraged to participate once
in a while – I have, and have lived to
tell the tale.

Just simple, (reasonably) honest
and open government, and there is
not much to hide (or which stays
hidden). And, yes, we do have our

quaint native customs – our poetry
readings and cultural events that are
truly and “Uniquely Fanwood.” On a
more practical level, our Borough
Hall is utilitarian and we lack a min-
iature golf course, but our streets are
patched and plowed; our branches
are collected once in awhile and our
houses fit on their lots. Of course, the
Fanwood of the heart is certainly
reinforced by the Fanwood on the
map. Colonia as an example? Colonia
is a Post Office and a blip on the map
of Woodbridge. For that matter, New
Dorp is a blip on the map of Staten
Island, in turn a blip on the map of
New York City. As for Short Hills and
Basking Ridge, I suspect that there
are issues of money, education and
prestige lending weight to their iden-
tity, such as it may be.

 But money is indeed an issue. Be-
cause there is a cost to Fanwood, and
while the borough has benefitted from
sound planning and foresight, there
has been some dumb luck (PARSA
vs RVSA) involved as well. How
much of the differential might be
captured by any merger of the two
towns needs to be quantified. I have
no idea what I would gain from merg-
ing with Scotch Plains, but there is no
fear mongering when I say that I
know exactly what I would lose.

Michael Lewis
Fanwood

Please find below my response to a
discussion with Councilman Mark
LoGrippo (3rd Ward), and my review
of the Central Avenue Crosswalk
Report. This refers to the recently
installed pedestrian crosswalk on
Central Avenue near Clover Street.

Dear Mark, Likewise it was good
chatting with you. Thank you for
sending along the crosswalk report –
it was informative and gave me a real
history of this issue. After reviewing
the report, let me share the following
thoughts with you.

It appears that from both an engi-
neering and a traffic law standpoint,
all the needs and criteria have been
met by the installation of the “Hawk”
crosswalk system. The “Hawk” sys-
tem is designed to do the following
according to the report provided:

1- Provide safe crossing for school
children as well as others.

2- Minimize traffic flow interrup-
tions and/or delays.

3- Prevent cut-through traffic on
nearby side streets.

If these are the stated goals, then in
my opinion, they have been met by
this system. It is my understanding
that the “Hawk” is an experimental
crossing system used in place of, or
as an alternative to, a full traffic sig-
nal. According to the report, the in-
tersection of Central Avenue and Clo-
ver does not meet the requirements
for a full traffic signal. Back in 2004,
Gordon Meth, P.E. presented a con-
cept plan for a pedestrian crossing to
the Westfield Town Council. This
concept was then forwarded to the
County of Union so that it would be
incorporated into the Central Avenue
Corridor Project, which was, then in
the planning stages. Union County
hired the Louis Berger engineering
firm, which designed the “Hawk”
crosswalk that is in place today. Keep
in mind, Central Avenue is a Union
County road, so although Westfield
had input, I believe the county car-
ried more weight in this decision-
making process.

Since my background is not in traf-
fic engineering, I cannot dispute the
lengthy process, which led to the
installation of the “Hawk” crosswalk
system. It seems to be working as
intended. However, as a former po-
lice officer (1979-1988) I investigated
many traffic accidents and studied
numerous traffic related problems.
So I believe I can provide you with a
practical set of eyes to this particular
situation.

Also as a Westfield resident since
1984, I have come to know Central
Avenue and the side streets in ques-
tion here very well. It is a given that
Central Avenue is a heavily traveled
road providing access to the G.S.
Parkway and Rt. 22, as well as other
local roadways.

Keep in mind that there was a school
crossing (manned by a crossing

guard) during school hours at Central
and Clover for as long as I have lived
in Westfield and likely much longer.
The bottom line in my opinion is this
– as a full traffic signal is not an
option in this situation – the “Hawk”
system should be moved from its’
current location to the intersection of
Central and Clover. This is where
drivers (as well as pedestrians) ex-
pect a crossing to be – not in mid-
block as currently constructed.

In a series of questions within the
report, a question is made alluding
that the driveway at 1310 Central
resembles a roadway the way the
traffic signals and painted lines are
currently in place. The Burger Group
disagrees and explains the signage/
signals and lines clearly mark the
pedestrian crosswalk as well as the
turn off to Clover Street. I strongly
disagree, even as a long-time resi-
dent when I am proceeding north on
Central preparing to make a left turn
to Clover, it is difficult to distinguish
the driveway at 1310 Central from
Clover Street.

I could easily see a driver unfamil-
iar with area (or perhaps intoxicated)
driving right into the house at 1310
Central. I see the current configura-
tion as an accident waiting to happen
(especially at night), other nearby
friends and neighbors have similar
views.

The report also seems to give abso-
lutely no consideration as to how the
“Hawk” crosswalk as it exists today
has impacted the resident at 1310
Central specifically, as well as other
homeowners nearby. Placement of a
signaling device practically on the
front lawn of 1310 Central is outra-
geous. It appears on its’ face that an
older homeowner has been taken ad-
vantage of here, perhaps not realiz-
ing the details of what was going to
be constructed.

As a recent letter to the editor in
The Westfield Leader commented –
“this pedestrian crossing more closely
resembles a runway approach at New-
ark Liberty Airport.” Further, if I were
the homeowner at 1310 Central, I
would have sought any and all legal
options to stop and or change the
construction of this crosswalk. There
is no doubt in my mind that this
crosswalk has had a negative impact
on nearby property values.

Re-locating the “Hawk” crosswalk
system from its’ current location to
Central Avenue and Clover Street is
simply the right, as well as the prac-
tical thing to do. I believe although
not perfect – it is the best permanent
solution for all those concerned.

I do not know any of the
homeowners living near the current
crosswalk. The above is strictly my
perspective. Please contact me should
you wish to discuss this further.

Michael Ince
Westfield

Please Join In Dedication of Scotch
Plains 9-11 Memorial

I was assigned to cover the story
of September 11 for The Hi’s Eye
after Tower 1 collapsed. I watched
the news and talked to students and
administrators. I interviewed a man
who was one block from the Twin
Towers that morning. I talked to
religious leaders and volunteers and
even began getting names of local
families with relatives in the Tow-
ers. I wrote my article after 10 hours
of reporting. September 11 changed
everyone; for me, it was the day I
became a journalist.

Steve Krakauer
Syracuse University

Sitting in my living room at night
in Kobe, Japan, suddenly the TV
screen changed to an image of an
airplane stuck in one of the World
Trade Center buildings. I assumed it
was a small plane and simply a tragic
accident that would cost a few lives.
As I continued watching with my
family, another plane hit and one af-
ter another the two great buildings
tumbled down.

Stephen Petrucione, Teacher
 Kobe, Japan

The horror of what I witnessed at
Ground Zero is too vast for me to put
into words. It took my breath away,
brought tears to my eyes, and made me
forget everything that came before.

But it was there; with members of
FDNY, NYPD, EMS and Port Author-
ity; in the people lining the West Side
Highway who cheered us on as we
drove into Ground Zero, and in the
generosity and caring of people in our
community and country; I witnessed
the true heart of America – our undy-
ing love for our nation and fellow
man.

Lauren S. Pass
Westfield

Driving on route 78 towards New
York that morning as the towers came
into view. I felt sickened by the site. I saw
the second plane heading north. The
reality was unthinkable. The feelings
today are as strong as that morning.

I hope that someday, the world will
learn to live together in peace.

Barry Thomashow
Westfield

For the past 13 years I worked for
Cantor Fitzgerald/Espeed as a bond
broker and technical support analyst.
9/11/01 was my second wedding an-
niversary, I was supposed to be away
vacationing in Cape Cod but my hus-
band Andrew told me last minute that
he had to work on a project, so we
didn’t go. The night of the 10th I
decided that if the weather was going
to be pleasant I would stay home and
enjoy the day.

The morning of the 11th I woke up
and turned on CNBC, I watched in
horror as I saw my building 1 WTC in
flames, I couldn’t believe my eyes. I
called my husband who also works
downtown and told him what was
happening, as we were on the phone
the second plane hit building 2, I knew
from being in the bombing of “93”
that this was a terrorist attack. I was in
complete shock, I tried to call my co-
workers but could not get through.

Cantor Fitzgerald is located on floors
101-105 of 1 WTC, I prayed that there
would be a way for them to escape,
when I saw the buildings collapse I
just screamed. To this day I am still in
shock. For the one-year anniversary
of I will be in Cape Cod, I will go to
church and pray for my friends who
were lost, but also to God for saving
my life. My condolences go out to all
the families of Westfield who lost loved
ones that day.

Helen Becker
Westfield

I traveled through the WTC early. I
would normally be walking through
at the time the first plane hit the north
tower. We heard the second plane in a
tremendous crash. Our building
shook, which was 1/4 mile away. One
thing I remember was people on the
streets helping, handing out water to
those who had to walk uptown, in my
case to catch a ferry.

It was very sad, but even more
shock the actual day. A contuinuing
thought was “our world has changed.”

Mike McGlynn
Westfield

Heroes are defined only when
they are asked to put their lives on
the line for others. Jose Marrero
earned his place among heroes on
9-11-02 by refusing to leave the
South Tower while others needed
saving. His wife, Jody, and his sons
have only that memory to keep
them going.

Patricia Balke
Scotch Plains

After dropping my daughter off at
school I came home and was beck-
oned by my neighbor to come over.
Together we watched the events of
September 11th unfold. She waited
for her husband to call. He never did.

In the months that followed I
watched as she struggled with how to
tell her two children their father had
died. I listened as she said words like
murder, remains and faced life as a
single mother. I joined her as she
wrote his obituary for this very pub-
lication. I stood in awe as I watched
her at her door comfort those who
had come to comfort her.

A year later, one thing remains
constant, a husband, a father, a son,
brother and friend has left this world.
One thing that has changed is one
very strong woman has grown be-
yond the scope of what I think she
had even imagined she could. She
got a job. She runs a home. She raises
two incredible children. She derives
strength from family, notably his in-
credible sister Mary Jennings  who
lives in Mountainside.

This lady exemplifies to me cour-
age and the will to go on. She got
herself out of bed everyday, faced the
day and built a new life for herself.
She placed herself back in the
workforce. Most impressive is al-
though her children have been faced
with a new life, she has made sure it
is a happy one. Many in town already
know this woman without her name
being mentioned…Sally Cohen
Alameno…all would agree…her hus-
band, Andy, would be proud.

Anne Edmondson
Westfield

September 11, 2001, I was finishing
dressing to be at an appointment at
One Liberty Plaza across from the
WTC at 11 a.m. The limo was waiting
to drive my associate and I into the
city. I was watching CNN when the
horrific announcement came on that,
supposedly, a small plane had hit one
of the towers.

I called my colleague and told him
I didn’t think we could make it to our
appointment because of the rescue
and clean up in the area. He reminded
me that this was New York City, after
all, and told me to keep watching for a
few more minutes before we made up
our minds. I did, and watched as the
second plane castrated the second
tower.

Our limo driver came into my house
crying. I called my boss and the three
of us sat and talked and cried together,
and spent the rest of the day saying
“hereby but the Grace of God,” mes-
merized in shock and horror and pain
at what had happened, and the losses
that had shattered our innocence. I
will never forget September 11th - not
only for what happened, but also be-
cause if it had occurred at 10:46 in-
stead of 8:46, we too may have been a
name to mourn and remember.

Risa Lower
Westfield

Through the efforts of many who
have dedicated their time and re-
sources, and through the generous
donations of our Township residents
and businesses, work on the Scotch
Plains September 11th Memorial has
been completed.

All are invited to the dedication of
the 9-11 Memorial. Our intent is to
honor those who perished during the
attacks 10 years ago, including three
township residents, Matthew
Horning, Mark Rothenberg and Jim
Walsh, the many fire, police and res-

cue personnel who valiantly re-
sponded, and the countless others
who did not return to their families
that day. We also hope to celebrate
those who survived that fateful day.

Please join us for a candlelight
dedication ceremony at 6 p.m. on
September 11th at the Village Green
at the Scotch Plains Municipal Build-
ing as we come together as a commu-
nity in tribute.

Mayor Nancy Malool
Scotch Plains

2002 Letters Remembering the 1st Anniversary

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Cracche – To scratch
2. Crispation – The act of curling, or

state of being curled
3. Perfricate – To rub thoroughly
4. Sparth – A battle ax or mace

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

CHELONIAN
1. Any fern or wallflower
2. In India, a disciple or novice
3. Pertaining to tortoises or turtles
4. Having pincerlike claws, such as

crabs or lobsters
APOCRUSTIC

1. An agnostic or non believer
2. An astringent or repellent
3. Taking away or diminishing the

appetite
4. One given to falsehoods; prevarica-

tions
MILTER

1. To become milder, as the weather
2. To mix; mingle
3. A male fish during breeding time
4. A cornfield

PLEACH
1. To interweave, as branches of trees
2. To flatten
3. To saturate; soak
4. To rub thoroughly

See more letters
On pages 5, 17

N.J. Flood Victims Are
In Our Prayers

All affected by the excessive rains
and flooding caused by Hurricane
Irene are in our thoughts and prayers.

New Jersey, please pray the little
prayer at de-vrouwe.info every day.

Thank you.
Matthew R. Dunnigan

Rome, Italy

Grandchildren Are Full
Of Nice Surprises

I received one such surprise re-
cently and would like to share it with
you. My granddaughter, Rebecca
White, sent out invitations to her 9th
birthday party last week. Inside she
asked her friends to make a micro-
loan to Kiva instead of giving Rebecca
a gift. Kiva loans are given to people
in need all over the world with the
understanding the money will be re-
paid and the giver can re-loan it again.

Rebecca has been involved with
“Westfield Kids for Kiva” since she
was 5. I feel such a desire to help
others less fortunate is remarkable in
one so young as Rebecca. I hope if
you use this story, it will inspire other
children to do something similar when
their birthdays come around. Rebecca
lives in Westfield with her parents,
Charlie and Melanie White, and her
sister Theresa.

Sarah H. White
Westfield

First Responders In
Fanwood, Countywide;
A Heartfelt Thank You

As Mayor I want to take a moment
to express how proud and grateful I
am of how Fanwood weathered Hur-
ricane Irene. I witnessed countless
moments of neighbors helping neigh-
bors make it through what was a
terrible frightening several days that
tested so many of us. Having sat
several times with our Office of Emer-
gency Management days before the
hurricane hit helped make sure we
were prepared for any number of
scenarios.

That teamwork paid off as the storm
bore down on us Saturday night.
While we could not control the high
winds, rain, downed trees, and un-
precedented power outages in homes,
what we could control helped us re-
cover within days. With constant com-
munication through our local OEM
office, the First Alert system, our
local access television station and
our borough website we were able to
keep many of our residents up to date
in real time.

Now, as so many are faced with
cleanup, we have tried to ease the
burden by having a special branch
and flood damaged bulk item pick
up. For those individual homes and
businesses that need FEMA assis-
tance, I encourage you to contact my
office so that we can walk you through
the process.

To other towns in our area that
were truly devastated by the hurri-
cane, I extend whatever assistance
Fanwood could give them. To all our
emergency first responders in
Fanwood and countywide I say a
heartfelt thank you for all you have
done for so many.

Colleen Mahr
Fanwood Mayor

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com


