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Better living is just ahead. 

Want to return to active, 
pain-free living?
Look to the Joint Center at RWJ Rahway for expert care. 

Get back in the action, with 

the help of a dedicated team 

working with you every step 

of the way, from inpatient 

stay to outpatient therapy. 

Our program is among the 

nation’s fi nest; in fact, 91% of 

our patients go home within 

three days of their surgery.

GET BETTER.
STAY BETTER.

Joint Replacement
Center
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Ferraro’s Demolition OK’d;
Emergency Workers Praised

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Westfield
Town Council held a brief public
meeting on Tuesday night, before
their regular conference session
where they unanimously approved
the demolition of Ferraro’s Restau-
rant at 14 Elm Street. The building
has to be demolished due to the fire
that gutted the building several
months ago. The planning board has
already approved construction of a
new restaurant.

During the conference meeting,
Mayor Andy Skibitsky praised the
police, fire, rescue squad and public
works personnel for their work dur-
ing the “horrible and scary condi-
tions” of Hurricane Irene. He said
that while the personnel did a great
job the town is “going to review what
went well and what we could do
better” in order to prepare for future
disasters.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea also
praised the work of the Westfield Re-
gional Health Department, which
checked all of the grocery stores and
restaurants in its jurisdiction follow-
ing power outages to make sure that
all of the food was safe for consumers.

It was also announced that a town-
wide pickup of branches and limbs
would begin on Wednesday. Resi-
dents are permitted to take branches
to the conservation center on Lam-
berts Mill Road without a permit this
week. The town will not be doing a
bulk pick-up of items that may have
been damaged during the storm, and
residents are advised to call their
private garbage companies.

Mr. Gildea also reported to the
council that the town has been keep-
ing track of storm-related expenses
such as overtime and tree clean-up
costs to submit for FEMA funding.
He added that the portion of the Sec-
ond Ward, which includes the library,
Temple Emanu-el and Wilson El-
ementary School, would be switched

to a permanent power grid from the
temporary transformers at the flooded
Cranford power station on Wednes-
day. He said the switch is supposed to
take place without any further out-
ages.

Willow Grove resident Robert
Kirsch, whose family was evacuated
from their home during the hurri-
cane, thanked the town for their as-
sistance. He told Fourth Ward Coun-
cilman Keith Loughlin, “We owe you
a lot” –  expressing his appreciation
for daily phone calls while he was
unable to return to his home. He said
the town’s fire department and police
personnel were of great help and that
this was the “best example for my
kids on how government is supposed
to work.”

County Warns of Insur.
Scams, Price Gouging
UNION COUNTY – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freeholders
are advising homeowners to be watch-
ful for insurance scams, price goug-
ing, questionable charity solicitations,
and other consumer issues related to
disaster cleanup and recovery follow-
ing Hurricane Irene.

Residents with questions about a
business, service or charity in Union
County can call the Union County
Office of Consumer Affairs at (908)
654-9840 for guidance, or file a com-
plaint online at  ucnj.org.

Excessive or predatory pricing for
gas, home repairs and other essential
products and services is illegal during
and after a declared state of emergency.

According to a bulletin from the
New Jersey State Department of Bank-
ing and Insurance, insurance compa-
nies should not apply a hurricane de-
ductible to claims related to Hurricane
Irene in New Jersey. This only applies
when hurricane force winds reach 74
miles per hour or greater, and the Na-
tional Weather Service did not report
winds meeting these criteria in the state.

FEMA to Visit SP As
As Irene Clean-Up Starts

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Represen-
tatives from the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA) will
be in Scotch Plains within the next
week to handle reimbursement re-
quests from residents who suffered
damage from Hurricane Irene. Mean-
while, the township is undertaking
two special collections to pick up
damaged household items and other
debris stemming from the storm.

Township emergency coordinator
Paul Malool spoke at the township
council’s conference meeting on
Tuesday and emphasized that those
seeking federal reimbursement must
first register with FEMA in order to
be eligible for payments. Mr. Malool
didn’t have a specific date for FEMA
to visit Scotch Plains, but urged resi-
dents to monitor the township’s
website and Scotch Plains Television
for further information.

Mr. Malool joined council mem-
bers and other township officials in
providing a port-mortem of sorts on
the hurricane, which resulted in a
great deal of local street flooding,
power outages and road closures for
several days after the August 27-28
storm. He said the police, fire and
road departments and the rescue
squad “worked really well together.”

Five residents were evacuated from
Bayberry Gardens apartments, he
said, adding that the fire department
pumped out 150 basements, “and
mine was the 151st.”

Councilman Kevin Glover thanked
township officials for their “tireless
efforts,” and urged continued efforts
at improving communications with
residents. Township Manager Chris
Marion said he thought communica-
tions with residents during the hurri-
cane were done effectively via the
website, SPTV and Union County’s
FirstAlert system.

Going forward, Mr. Marion said

the issue of equipment will be looked
at, to ensure that, among other things,
an adequate number of emergency gen-
erators are on hand and that an evacu-
ation plan is in place and up to date.

Mayor Nancy Malool
complimented the website’s adminis-
trators who, she said, posted impor-
tant information as soon as she for-
warded it to them in the midst of the
storm. She also urged residents to sign
up for alerts from both the municipal
website and the county alert services
and to consider purchasing emergency
generators for their homes and backup
systems for their sump pumps.

Mr. Glover expressed some criti-
cism of PSE&G for its response to
what he termed “life-threatening” situ-
ations such as live electric wires ex-
posed “for days” on some streets. But
Mayor Malool noted that the utility has
a system of prioritizing how it restores
power, with hospitals, police and fire
departments being handled first.

Police Chief Brian Mahoney also
defended PSE&G, saying it was
“well-prepared” in its response. He
thanked members of his department,
noting that a number of police were
stationed at the two firehouses after
street patrols were suspended early
on the morning of August 28 because
conditions were too dangerous. Mr.
Mahoney also said a “special debt of
gratitude” to the fire department and
rescue squad was warranted. “They
are volunteers who put their lives on
the line” during the storm, he said,
adding that there had been a “good,
cooperative effort” between the three
emergency departments.

The township this week began a
special limb and branch pickup and on
Saturday, September 10 will conduct
a pick-up for household items dam-
aged in the hurricane. Residents need
to call the township at (908) 322-6707
to register for this pickup. Residents
can register online for FEMA assis-
tance at disasterassistance.gov.

Entrepreneurial
Training Available

UNION — The Union County
Economic Development Corporation,
a non-profit economic development
corporation, has partnered with the
New Jersey Economic Development
Authority to offer a seven-week work-
shop for both start-ups and existing
businesses. The next session of the
Entrepreneurial Training Initiative
(ETI) is scheduled to run on Tuesday
evenings from 6:30 to 9 p.m., Sep-
tember 13 through October 25, at
UCEDC’s headquarters in Union.

For information, visit ucedc.com
or call (908) 527-1166.

Council OKs Shackamaxon
Settlement in 3-2 Vote
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — The town-
ship council on Tuesday introduced
an ordinance amendment that will
allow the purchaser of the
Shackamaxon Country Club to build
up to 60 age-restricted housing units
on the golf course’s property while
also maintaining the financially
troubled golf course’s operation.

The amendment, which the coun-
cil will vote on at its September 20
meeting, results from the settling of
the lawsuits filed against the munici-
pal government in connection with
the governing body’s designation
earlier this year of the Shackamaxon
property as an area in need of reha-
bilitation.

A split council voted 3-2 to ap-
prove the settlement agreement and
unanimously voted to introduce the
ordinance amendment, although
council Democrats Kevin Glover and
Michael Marcus — after voting
against the settlement — said they
were approving the amendment in-
troduction only to allow the public
to provide input on a plan they ex-
pressed displeasure over. The public
will have an opportunity to provide
further input during a special meet-
ing on Thursday, September 15, as
well as at the public hearing five
days later.

According to the settlement
agreement, New Jersey Golf, the
prospective buyer of Shackamaxon,
will be allowed to build as many as
60 housing units that will be sold
only to buyers 55 years old and
older. The development will be situ-
ated on a 12-acre tract of the
Shackamaxon property that is cur-
rently the site of the club’s swim-
ming pool and tennis courts. When
township resident Frank Festa
claimed that senior housing is diffi-
cult to sell, Mayor Nancy Malool
told him that such housing, when
it’s located on a golf course, is “more
palatable than other places.” She
said she has heard that there is al-
ready a waiting list for the pro-
posed Shackamaxon housing.

Besides the new housing, a new
route into the club will be constructed
from Lamberts Mill Road, although
final approval is still needed from the
county, the state Department of Envi-
ronmental Protection (DEP) and the
township’s planning board. In addi-
tion, the settlement agreement calls
for New Jersey Golf to contribute
$100,000 to the Scotch Plains Man-
agement Corp. that manages down-
town commercial development and
improvement and $375,000 to the
local fund for low-income housing
purposes.

Mayor Nancy Malool said the
township, via the settlement agree-
ment and plan for the property, had
“taken lemons and made lemonade”
by avoiding a situation where close
to 100 large single-family homes
could have been built on the
Shackamaxon property, thereby im-
pacting the local school system and
municipal infrastructure. Instead, she
said, only up to 60 age-restricted
homes will be built, with no impact
on the school system and 95 percent
of the property taxes earmarked for
the township government because the
development would fall under rules
of the Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PI-
LOT) program that allows local gov-
ernments to retain most tax revenue
from age-restricted housing devel-
opments.

Deputy Mayor Mary DePaola said
a massive housing development at
Shackamaxon would be a “traumatic
loss to the township” and called the
smaller-scale development “a mini-
mal loss of open space.”

Councilman William Vastine said
the settlement and amendment al-
lows the council to meet its original
goal, which he said was to prevent
overdevelopment at Shackamaxon
and the removal of 145 acres of open
space and avoid overburdening the
local schools and infrastructure.

Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer
described the negotiations with New
Jersey Golf as “extremely conten-
tious” and said the golf operators’
attorneys “nearly walked out several
times.”

“This deal stinks,” said Council-
man Glover in opposing both the
settlement agreement and the ordi-
nance amendment. He said the coun-
cil was finding itself “between a
rock and a lawsuit” in which it should
not have been involved in the first
place, and that the vote to settle was
simply a vote “to avoid a lawsuit.”
He said residents are being given the
mistaken impression that
Shackamaxon will always be a golf
course when there is no assurance
that it will. Earlier in the meeting, he
said he favored asking New Jersey
Golf for a payment of as much as $1
million to ensure the country club
would stay as a golf course, but Mr.
Lehrer said he believed that asking
for such a payment would have re-
sulted in New Jersey Golf ending
negotiations.

Councilman Marcus, who has been
skeptical of the council’s course of
action throughout the year and voted
against the area-in-need-of-rehabili-
tation designation last spring, said it
was of “paramount importance” for
the public to examine and offer com-
ments on the proposals.


