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FEMA Aid Now Available
To Union County Residents

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — In the aftermath of
Hurricane Irene residents and businesses
in Union County are now eligible to file
for FEMA funding, which may come in
grants or low-cost loans for those costs
not covered by insurance.

Last week President Barack Obama
declared New Jersey a disaster area
and Union County was included in the
list of counties able to receive funding
on Sunday.

According to FEMA’s website, af-
ter insurance claims have been ex-
hausted, they will provide money for
such items as: temporary housing,
home repair costs, home replacement
costs, clothing, and other storm-re-
lated medical expenses. While many
residents do not have insurance cov-
erage for flooding, FEMA requires
that insurance claims be filed before
making an application to them. Each
homeowner policy varies based on
coverage that was obtained and
deductibles also vary.  Residents and
business owners are able to apply
online at fema.gov/assistance/
index.shtm or by calling (800) 621-
3362.

Residents who receive aid from
FEMA for flooding and live in a “flood
hazard area” will be required to obtain
flood insurance in order to be eligible
for aid in the future, according to
FEMA spokesman Bill McDonnell.
He advised affected residents to con-
tact their insurance company first and
then immediately register with FEMA
so there are no delays in claims.

 Mr. McDonnell told The Leader and
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times that
residents who do not live in a flood zone
would not be required to purchase insur-
ance. He also said that “each disaster is
unique” and accepting aid from FEMA
for Hurricane Irene damage would not
preclude them from aid should another

type of disaster occur. How much aid is
received from FEMA is decided on a
case-by-case basis, Mr. McDonnell said.

According to a bulletin from the
New Jersey State Department of Bank-
ing and Insurance, insurance compa-
nies should not apply a hurricane de-
ductible to claims related to Hurricane
Irene in New Jersey. This only applies
when hurricane force winds reach 74
miles per hour or greater, and the Na-
tional Weather Service did not report
winds meeting these criteria in the state.

For affected businesses in a Main
Street community, such as Downtown
Westfield, the Main Street Disaster Re-
lief Program is temporarily increasing
the benefits of the guarantee EDA offers
on lines of credit. Currently, the Main
Street Business Assistance Program in-
cludes an EDA line of credit guarantee
of up to $250,000, but will be tempo-
rarily increased to up to $500,000.

Small business owners also can con-
tact the Union County Economic De-
velopment Corporation (UCEDC) for
information about loans for hurricane-
related expenses. UCEDC is a non-
profit corporation dedicated to pro-
viding loans to small businesses when
conventional lending sources are out
of reach. It can be contacted at (908)
527-1166 or at ucedc.com. Follow the
link to “Loans.”

More information for business own-
ers can be found on the Internet at
newjerseybusiness.gov and sba.gov/
content/business-physical-disaster-
loans. Flood coverage is available for
homeowners and businesses; infor-
mation can be found at floodsmart.gov.

Information is available from the
Professional Insurance Agents by
contacting (800) 424-4244 or
resourcecenter@pia.org.or visiting
pia.org.

Anyone interested in donating
items to residents affected by the
flood can go to goleader.com/flood.

Cranford Flooding Aftermath by Paul  Lachenauer

Fanwood Council OKs
Irene Emergency Funds

By TED RITTER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

FANWOOD — Mayor Colleen
Mahr and the Borough Council
adopted a trio of resolutions autho-
rizing funds to cover the local re-
sponse to hurricane Irene at a special
meeting prior to Tuesday night’s
monthly agenda meeting.

The three measures authorize
“emergency appropriations” for po-
lice and public works overtime, clean-
up work, and a contract for a one-
time bulk trash pickup for flood-dam-
aged items only.

Mayor Mahr estimated the bor-
ough spent about $50,000 during
the hurricane emergency, with
about $30,000 of that total con-
sisting of salary and wages and the
remainder being spent on gaso-
line, equipment rentals and other
related expenses.

“Do we hope to be reimbursed
by FEMA (Federal Emergency
Management Agency) for this?”
asked Councilwoman Katherine
Mitchell.

Mayor Mahr said she expects the
borough will be reimbursed because
“Union County has been approved
by FEMA to qualify for different
types of federal assistance” in the
wake of Hurricane Irene.

Mayor Mahr commended the
borough’s emergency responders and
public works crew for their efforts
during and after the storm.

The mayor also said about 1,500
homes in Fanwood were without
power “at the height of the storm,”
but, she added, “Overall, we fared
very well, considering.”

“I have gotten many compliments
on our ability to get [information] out
to our residents,” said Mayor Mahr,
pointing to “updated, real-time infor-
mation” available on the borough’s

website.
The mayor also noted there has

been “a tremendous spike” in the
number of residents signing up
for “our e-mail blasts” through
which the borough distributes
emergency information or other
advisories.

After the special meeting, the gov-
erning body conducted its monthly
agenda meeting.

Antonios Panagopoulos, of the
borough engineer’s office, reported
on efforts to repair a defective por-
tion of the recently reconstructed
Belvidere Avenue.

Borough officials say a section of
the roadway measuring about four-
by-40 feet needs to be rebuilt by the
contractor because it was paved dur-
ing a time when discharging residen-
tial sump pumps made the area too
wet to do the job effectively.

“They’re dragging their feet,” Mr.
Panagopoulos said.

“They want a patch for a brand
new road; that’s unacceptable,” said
Borough Attorney Dennis Estis,
who indicated the borough is work-
ing with the contractor and its bond-
ing company to resolve the situa-
tion.

Also at the agenda session, Mayor
Mahr signaled that she wants a walk-
way connecting the Forest Road Park
building and its parking lot to be built
for seniors and others who use the
facility.

“That has to happen this fall,”
said Mayor Mahr, noting the
project has been discussed “for a
long time.”

The governing body is expected to
award a contract for the walkway
project at next Tuesday night’s regu-
lar monthly meeting, set for 7:30
p.m. at Borough Hall on North
Martine Avenue.

MS Council: ‘No Comment’
On School Bd. Resignations

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

MOUNTAINSIDE — The
Mountainside Borough Council, at
its meeting Tuesday night, had “no
comment” on the resignation of
Mountainside Board of Education
(BOE) member Mary Beth
Schaumberg, former board president
and member for 11 years, because
they did not “wish to politicize the
resignation.”

Ms. Schaumberg sent a letter to the
editor to The Westfield Leader and The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times on Sep-
tember 6 to clarify her motivation for
her resignation. (See page 17).

Stating that she is “truly saddened
and frightened by what the future holds
for the Mountainside children,” Ms.
Schaumberg addressed the people of
Mountainside directly. “Know that it
is not a coincidence that multiple board
members and administrators have re-
signed in just over one year’s time. I
implore you to stand up, take notice,
and ask questions.”

This is the second such resignation
in the past two weeks, as board mem-
ber Caroline Williams resigned her
position on August 24.

Ms. Schaumberg is the fourth ad-
ministration official of the
Mountainside Board of Education to
resign this summer.

In June, Supervisor of Curriculum
and Instruction, Thomas Conroy re-
signed his position after serving the
District for five years. Jeanette
Baubles resigned her position as chief
school administrator in July.

The next BOE meeting open to
the public is scheduled for Tues-
day, September 27, at 7:30 p.m., at
the Deerfield School’s Media Cen-
ter.

In other news, Councilman Rob-
ert Messler announced that the
Mountainside Volunteer Fire De-
partment would be leading a Sep-
tember 11 commemoration cer-
emony before the football game
between Governor Livingston and
Deer Valley High Schools. The
game will be held on Friday, Sep-
tember 9 at 7 p.m. at Governor
Livingston High School, located at
175 Watchung Boulevard in Berke-
ley Heights.

Additionally, Borough Adminis-
trator James Debbie, Jr. announced
that the Mountainside Volunteer
Fire Department would be celebrat-
ing its 100th anniversary with a
picnic on Saturday, September 24
at noon. The event, open to the
public, will be held at Our Lady of
Lourdes Roman Catholic Church,
located at 300 Central Avenue in
Mountainside.

The next borough council meeting
is scheduled for Tuesday, September
20 at 7:30 p.m. at the Mountainside
Borough Hall. For more information
on the borough, see mountainside-
nj.com.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


