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 How We Remember... So We Never Forget...
September 11, 2001

Fl ight  93

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Twin Towers
As of 11:15 p.m. on Tuesday, there

were network reports of cell phone
calls coming from inside the towers
from survivors trapped under the de-
bris. Many bodies were also pulled
from the debris throughout the day,
but exact numbers were not given.

The identity of the terrorists re-
sponsible for the attacks has not yet
been confirmed by Tuesday night,
but government sources reported that
the Afghanistan Taliban, linked to
Muslim terrorist leader Osama bin
Laden claimed responsibility for the
disasters.

He has also reportedly met with the
Palestinian Islamic Jihad regarding
their common hatred of the United
States

Several months ago, bin Laden was
quoted as saying that he would exact
“extreme vengeance” and retribution
on the United States for political ac-
tions in the past.

Congressman James Moran of Vir-
ginia was quoted on an news Website
as saying that he had learned at a
Washington briefing that the fourth
jet appeared to be headed for the
Presidential retreat Camp David in
Maryland, when it crashed 85 miles
short of its intended target. Rumors
that the government ordered the hi-
jacked plane to be shot down were
denied by the State Department.

Although Secretary of Defense
Donald Rumsfeld stopped short of
declaring this an “act of war,” when
questioned on television by ABC re-
porters, President George W. Bush
said that these horrible acts would
not go unpunished once it was deter-
mined who was responsible.

Aircraft carriers were deployed off
the East and West Coasts of the United
States as a security measure, and the
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
General Henry H. Shelton said, “the
Armed Forces are ready to go.” Most
State Department buildings, includ-
ing the White House, the Capitol, the
Pentagon, the Supreme Court and
many other government buildings in
Washington, D.C. and in New York
City were evacuated.

The collapse of the Twin Towers,
which housed many administrative
offices for international world banks
and other financial institutions, forced
the New York City Stock Exchange
to close. Other stock exchanges
worldwide followed suit as a precau-
tionary measure.

Portions of the Pentagon, one of
the largest buildings in the world and
the seat of the Defense Department,
collapsed after flames burned out of
control for several hours. World Trade
Tower no. 7 also collapsed, presumed
to have been caused by associated
fire.

The construction of the Trade Cen-
ter began in 1966 and was completed
in 1972. The towers were 1,368 feet
tall — the tallest buildings in city and
the third largest in the world. They
housed many administrative offices
of the world’s largest, international
banks and investment firms, includ-
ing the offices of Morgan Stanley
Dean Witter. The towers were also
the home of a 427,000-square-foot
retail space known as The Mall, which
was occupied by retailers such as The
Gap, J. Crew, Banana Republic and
The Limited. The towers also housed
numerous museums, restaurants, ho-
tels and a rooftop observatory. The
world-renown Windows on the World
restaurant occupied the North Tower’s
107th floor.

In an unprecedented move by the
Federal Aviation Administration, air-
ports throughout the nation were shut
down and all commercial airline
flights were ordered to land at the
nearest airport.

Many municipal buildings in New
York and New Jersey also closed to
allow employees an opportunity to
locate family members who were still
trapped in New York. Most local
schools remained opened with coun-
selors on hand to support students that
were traumatized by the day’s events.
Many local students who have parents
that work in New York were sum-
moned to their school’s guidance of-
fices to be counseled and to ensure
that they were released home to either
a parent or emergency contact person
at the close of the school day. Several
local churches held or will hold spe-
cial prayer services for those who
were affected by the tragedies.

There is no word yet on the number
of local families that will be seriously
affected by the tragic events.

***
This article is reprinted from the

September 13, 2001 edition of The
Westfield Leader.
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