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AMERICA 
THE BRAVE
COMMEMORATING THE  

10TH ANNIVERSARY OF 9/11
DVORÁK    New World Symphony in E minor
COPLAND  Fanfare for a Common Man
BARBER    Adagio for Strings
BERLIN      God Bless America
Tickets: $25-$75
Call: (908) 232-9400  
Order online at: www.westfieldsymphony.org
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Saturday, September 10th, 2011 at 8pm
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

THE THOMAS GLASSER FOUNDATION

Wheelchair
Accessible

Visit us on
Facebook 

424 St. Marks Avenue, Westfield

Open House:
Saturday, September 10th, 10:30am – 12pm

“90% of my Pre-Piano students, age 4-6,
decide on their own that they want to learn to play music”

Two Trial Classes or Piano Lessons...Call to verify your visit!

908-233-9094 • www.carolynmusic.com

FREE OFFER:

Asbury Park – Working its Way Back to Once
Again be a Respectable Jewel of the Jersey Shore

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ASBURY PARK - Thirty years ago,
in a nod to another comatose Jersey
Shore city, Bruce Springsteen wrote,
“everything that dies some day comes
back.”

During the ensuing three decades,
as I sadly witnessed Asbury Park’s
seemingly endless decline, I kept re-
minding myself of those words, hop-
ing that this jewel of a beach town
would somehow claw its way back.
And it has. Not yet all the way. Far
from it. But Asbury Park, as it was for
vacationers and beach-goers in the
first half of the 20th century, can
again be considered a destination—
for a day, or for a weekend. And with
Labor Day weekend upon us, this is a
good time to take a fresh look at an
old friend.

Granted, far too much of the city’s
1.6 square miles is still to be avoided
as it continues to recover at a glacial
pace from the riots four decades ago
and the resulting exodus of tourists
and much of its business community.
But two areas—its oceanfront board-
walk and an increasing chunk of its
downtown—are worth a visit.

For much of the 1980s, 1990s and
early 2000s, the mile-long board-
walk was barren, with the former
snack bars, shops and arcades boarded
up, it seemed, for good. But I recall
stopping by one summer afternoon
five years ago and noticing the first
green shoots of Asbury Park’s re-
vival.

A boardwalk café had opened, and
its tables were filled. A year later,
another restaurant had opened along
with a few shops. Colorful flowers
bordered the parking spaces on the
streets near the beach. I remember
calling someone to tell them what I
was seeing. And then the former ghost
town of a business district began
showing its first signs of life in de-
cades.

There are a few options for over-
night accommodations in Asbury
Park. The Berkeley Oceanfront Ho-
tel across from Convention Hall is
one to try. On a recent stay—my first

in this throwback of a hotel with
grand ballrooms and wide stair-
cases—I was pleasantly surprised at
how spacious and comfortable the
rooms were. The Empress, situated at
the south end of the boardwalk, has
been around forever and also houses
a nightclub on its ground floor. And
the Hotel Tides, a small inn a few
blocks inland from the Berkeley, has
received rave reviews in recent years.

I would put the beach in Asbury
Park up there with any beaches in
nearby communities. It’s wide, clean
and as packed as any other town’s
beach—and with plenty to do a few
steps off the sand.

The main stretch of the boardwalk
is bookended to the north by stately
Convention Hall and to the south by
the steel frame of the Casino build-
ing, which is in the midst of a refur-
bishment. In between are any num-
ber of dining options, souvenir shops,
boutiques, snack bars and interesting
spots such as a pinball museum and a
glass-blowing shop that allows pa-
trons to try their hand.

Inside Convention Hall, you will
find Aqua Restaurant and Bar and
outside, The Beach Bar has lots of
comfortable couches on a wide ve-
randa that provides sweeping views
of the beach and the ocean. The Para-
mount Theater located inside also
hosts a variety of shows and concerts
including, most recently, Bob Dylan.

A few blocks down is Asbury
Splash Park, where oversized garden
hoses, watering cans and other ob-
jects continually spray and dump
water on the kids of all ages. And
make sure to stop in at Silverball
Pinball Museum, which bills itself as
a museum and arcade all in one—
with some 200 pinball machines on
display and ready to play.

As someone who probably spent
thousands of dollars worth of quar-
ters at the Asbury boardwalk arcades
growing up there back in the 1970s
and early 1980s, this place—with so
many machines from that era—is a
great place to re-live former teenage
glories. Do not forget that the pedal
boats—small one and two-person

boats that you pedal like a bicycle—
are back! Check them out at Wesley
Lake, which divides Asbury Park from
Ocean Grove.

At the southern end of the board-
walk are a few places worth a look for
lunch, dinner and cocktails. Stella
Marina, located on the boardwalk
opposite the Casino, offers two floors
of dining with ocean vistas. Its menu
is mostly Italian, with an extensive
wine list as well. Other worthwhile
spots include Langosta Lounge and
Cubacan. And make sure to stop at
Watermark, a second-floor restau-
rant and lounge—with seating in-
doors and outside—that will make
you feel as if you’re in the trendiest
Manhattan nightspot. I was first there
two summers ago and kept shaking
my head in disbelief that I was actu-
ally in Asbury Park.

A few years ago, downtown Asbury
Park was not an area to find one-
self—day or night. Today, the neigh-
borhood is increasingly vibrant, and
each year when I return for a visit, I
find there are more new and rehabbed
buildings housing a growing number
of restaurants, shops and clothing
boutiques, galleries and clubs. The
viable commercial district is a tri-
angle-shaped wedge bounded by
Main Street, Bangs Avenue and Lake
Avenue, with Cookman Avenue, the
main thoroughfare, cutting through

the middle. Again, on any given week-
end night in the summer, the neigh-
borhood easily reminds one of the
SoHo or Greenwich Village areas of
Manhattan.

If you’re planning to go out to
dinner, making reservations will save
you lots of waiting time, which ran
one to two hours last summer at the
half-dozen spots I stopped in.

There are too many restaurants to
list, although a few stand out. Moon-
struck, situated in an old three-story
Victorian house overlooking Wesley
Lake, offers an American-Mediterra-
nean menu and a beautiful atmo-
sphere. Bistro Ole on Main Street
provided some of the best Portuguese
and Spanish food I have ever had.
You won’t forget the Greek and Medi-
terranean fare at Synaxis on Cookman
Avenue nor will you be disappointed
by Brickwall Tavern and Old Man
Rafferty’s a few blocks away.

Live music has gone hand in hand
with Asbury Park for decades, and
the venerable Stone Pony at the cor-
ner of Ocean Avenue and Second
Avenue has somehow managed to
hang in there throughout the de-
cades of decline and, now, revival. I
stopped there back in May for my
first visit in 20 years and was pleased
that my old haunts looked pretty
much the same as I remembered.
Stage, bars, old photos, sticky floor,
no bells and whistles: Perfect!

A few blocks to the north stands
the Wonder Bar, which also offers
live music and features a sizable
outdoor seating area. If you like loud
live music and, of all things, bowl-
ing, try Asbury Lanes on Fourth
Avenue, two blocks in from the
boardwalk, where bands rock out
amidst the 7-10 splits and gutter
balls. There’s also music downtown.
Asbury Blues on Bangs Avenue con-
tinues the city’s long tradition of
showcasing top-notch blues artists.
The Saint is a tiny bar with live
music on Main Street. And then
there’s always live music at the peri-
odic downtown street fairs, with the
Oysterfest on Sept. 9-11 featuring
some half-dozen acts.

Check the local Chamber of
Commerce’s website
asburyparkchamber.com for an on-
going listing of events in Asbury
Park—a city that has somehow,
slowly but surely, climbed its way
back to respectability and helped
restore that little piece of the Jersey
Shore.

WSO to Commemorate 10th
Anniversary of 9/11

WESTFIELD - The Westfield
Symphony Orchestra will open the
2011 season with America the Brave,
a 9/11 Commemoration Concert, on
Saturday, September 10, at 8 p.m. at
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield.

The program will reflect the
themes of remembrance, dedication,
and hope, and provide an opportu-
nity for the community to gather
together to honor the heroic first
responders and pay memorial trib-
ute to those who lost their lives that
day.

“We invite the entire community
to join us for Central New Jersey’s
premier cultural tribute and gesture
of solidarity which will also cel-
ebrate all that is brave and good in
our uniquely American life,” said
WSO Music Director David Wroe.

A musical salute to our nation and
its heroes through masterworks in-
spired by sacrifice, honor, and the
promise of our future, the program
will include well-known music by
American composers: Aaron
Copland’s “magnificentFanfare for
the Common Man,” a stirring classic
written to honor America’s entrance
to WWII in defense of democracy
and freedom, Samuel Barber’s el-
egiac “Adagio for Strings,” an emo-
tional masterpiece as mournful and
moving as any ever written, and Irv-
ing Berlin’s classic, “God Bless
America.”

The concert will also feature the
greatest of Beethoven’s overtures, the

“Leonore Overture No. 3,” a musical
expression of the triumph of good over
evil and the pure joy and grandeur of
the human spirit. After intermission,
the orchestra will perform the magnifi-
cent homage to America, Antonin
Dvorak’s “New World Symphony.”

WSO will also be joined by a roster
of distinguished political and civic
dignitaries offering remarks during
this special concert of remembrance.

 “We believe we have created a
fitting tribute to remember the trag-
edy of 9/11,” continued Maestro
Wroe. “We will never forget the men
and women that died on that tragic
day a decade ago, and we stand united
with our fellow Americans as we
honor those who perished. It is our
collective hope that this musical trib-
ute will inspire all who gather to sow
the seeds of peace in our town and in
the world.”

The WSO season opening concert
has been made possible in part, by
funding from The NJ State Council
on the Arts and the Geraldine Dodge
Foundation. Additional support has
been provided by The Thomas
Glasser Foundation, a charitable foun-
dation set up in memory of Thomas
Glasser of Westfield who perished in
the 9/11 attack. A portion of monies
from ticket sales will benefit the
Westfield United Fund 9/11 scholar-
ship fund.

For tickets, ranging in price from
$25 to $75, or information call (908)
232-9400 or visit
www.westfieldsymphony.org.

The Westfield Symphony Orchestra


