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CONTACT Set to Observe
Suicide Prevention Week

WESTFIELD – In New Jersey,
CONTACT We Care, the 24-hour
caring and crisis hotline, will mark
National Suicide Prevention Week
September 4 through September 10.

The award-winning non-profit,
named Best Statewide Volunteer Or-
ganization by the New Jersey
Governor’s Office of Volunteerism,
trains volunteers to successfully in-
tervene when contacted by indi-
viduals in crisis or at risk of com-
mitting suicide.

According to CONTACT, every
15 minutes, someone in the United
States dies by suicide. Nearly
865,000 Americans attempt suicide
each year. Suicide is the third lead-
ing cause of death among 15- to 24-
year-olds. The elderly make up 12.6
percent of the population, but com-
prise 15.7 percent of all suicides.

“Suicide is usually preceded by
depression or other mental ill-
nesses,” said Melanie Lester, ex-
ecutive director of CONTACT We
Care. “Such conditions can be
treated and the suicidal person can
be assisted to reach a stage where
their suicidal thoughts subside. Just
as with other life-threatening situa-
tions, the sooner we identify sui-
cidal behavior, the better the
chances are of prolonging life.”

Anyone who needs to talk or has
a loved one in need of a supportive
listener is asked to call CONTACT
We Care at (908) 232-2880 or 1-
(800)-SUICIDE. A trained volun-
teer is available to help. NEW WSL PROVISIONALS…The Westfield Service League welcomes new Provi-

sional Volunteers for the coming year. Pictured, left to right, are: Marty Zervas,
Diana Forstenhausler, Vicki Reimlinger, Lesie Sullivan, Karin Engel, Camille
Fortino, Paula Torcicollo, Patty Tata, Rosemarie Licciardello, Abbey Francesca and
Caroline Youssef. Not pictured are Hanan Haddad and Karen Rackear.

Lions Seek Vendors
For Weekend Event

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Lions Club is seeking vendors
for Scotch Plains Day/Weekend, which
will take place October 1 and 2.

The Lions Market will be featured
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday,
October 1, alongside the usual Farm-
ers Market in the Scotch Plains mu-
nicipal parking lot on Park Avenue.
On Sunday, October 2, the Lions
Market will be held from noon to 5
p.m. on Park Avenue. There also will
be rides and entertainment. Park Av-
enue will be closed to vehicular traf-
fic on Sunday.

Besides the market, there will be a
limited number of food vendor op-
portunities available. All vendors may
set up on a “first come, first served”
basis after 6:30 a.m. on Saturday and
9 a.m. on Sunday using their own
tables and chairs.

Anyone interested in vendor spaces
for either Saturday or Sunday, or
both, or needing more information,
may call Ron Kelly, vice-president of
the Scotch Plains Lions Club, at (908)
753-8218.

Temple Brotherhood
Plans Golf Outing

SCOTCH PLAINS – The men of
Congregation B’nai Jeshurun of
Short Hills are planning a golf out-
ing for Wednesday, September 21,
at Shackamaxon Country Club in
Scotch Plains.

The day will begin with a buffet
lunch at noon and a shotgun start at
1:30 p.m. Golfers will play to win
raffles, prizes and contests. The day
also will include lunch, refreshments
on the course and practice at the driv-
ing range. Included with the 18 holes
of golf will be a cart and forecaddie.
The cost for the day is $180.

The Temple B’nai Jeshurun Broth-
erhood supports the mission of Con-
gregation B’nai Jeshurun through
study, social and spiritual opportu-
nities for men. For further informa-
tion or to make a reservation for the
golf outing, e-mail Brotherhood
President Craig Parker at
brotherhood@tbj.org.

Toastmasters of Westfield
Attain Prizes In Contest

WESTFIELD – Toastmasters of
Westfield, an area public-speaking
club, has announced that two mem-
bers placed first and second in Area
65 contests at the Clark Public Li-
brary on August 13.

Phil Munkacsy of South Bound
Brook took first place in the District
Humorous Speech Contest. Julius
Mokrauer of Edison took second
place in the District Table Topics
Contest.

Toastmasters of Westfield is one
of 156 public-speaking clubs in Dis-
trict 83 of Toastmasters International.

Mr. Munkacsy’s speech was called
“California vs. New Jersey, Tofu vs.
Pork Roll.” After spending five
months in California, he humorously
highlighted the differences between
California and his home state of New
Jersey. He is a former director of
Corporate Compliance at Elan Phar-
maceuticals and is slated to start a
new position in September. Besides
being a member of Toastmasters of
Westfield for over 16 years, Mr.
Munkacsy enjoys bicycling, kayaking
and birding. He has achieved the
Advanced Toastmaster, bronze level.

Mr. Mokrauer had to give an ex-
temporaneous speech of no more than
two minutes in length in the Table
Topics contest. Table Topics chal-
lenges Toastmasters members to an-
swer a question on a topic they are
hearing for the first time, and turn it
into a coherent speech. Mr. Mokrauer
is a senior advisor at Serious Change,
LP and has been a member of Toast-
masters for almost two years.

He answered the question, “If you
were able to travel to any location in
the world with all expenses paid by a
generous benefactor, and no possi-
bility of danger, where will you go
and why?” Mr. Mokrauer chose Tan-
zania, due to a group of indigenous
people, who have a different genetic
code, still living there. Mr. Mokrauer
enjoys traveling and cooking with
and for his family.

Toastmasters of Westfield wel-
comes prospective members and
guests at any time. For more informa-
tion about Toastmasters of Westfield,
visit toastmasterofwestfield.com; e-
mail Angela Chester at
achester@comcast.net or call (908)
358-6821.

A TOAST TO THEM…Phil Munkacsy, left, and Julius Mokrauer, members of
Toastmasters of Westfield, enjoy the prizes they won in an August 13 competition.
Mr. Munkacsy attained first place in the District Humorous Speech Contest,
while Mr. Mokrauer took second place in the District Table Topics Contest.

Hearing Society Reveals
Classes and Scholarships

WESTFIELD – The Hearing Soci-
ety, a local not-for-profit organiza-
tion that serves people with impaired
hearing, has announced that its class
in speech (lip) reading will resume
weekly sessions on Thursday, Sep-
tember 15.

The class meets at the First Baptist
Church of Westfield, located at 170
Elm Street, each Thursday from 10:30
to 11:45 a.m., September through
May. Coffee and light refreshments
are served before each session.

Under the direction of Dr. Anne
Michele Puglisi, audiologist, the class
also provides strategies for coping
with hearing loss and techniques for
improved communication. Members
enjoy occasional social gatherings,
support sessions and potluck lun-
cheons throughout the year. Anyone

interested in joining this group may
contact the Society at (908) 232-6546
(voice) for more information.

The Society also has announced
that it is continuing to provide aca-
demic scholarships to area residents
pursuing higher education after
graduation from high school. Cur-
rent recipients are college students
Deborah Martin of Berkeley Heights
at Stony Brook University, Rebecca
Van Langen of Scotch Plains at SUNY
Oneata and Andrew Warren of
Manville, attending Rochester Insti-
tute of Technology. A new addition to
the group this fall is Christina Bacino
of Union, who will attend Kean Uni-
versity. These scholarships are re-
newable to all recipients who remain
eligible during the four-year dura-
tion of their college experience.

Camp Fatima Offers
‘Service’ Mother Seton Style
CLARK – For the past nineteen

summers, students and alumnae of
Mother Seton Regional High School
in Clark have volunteered a week of
their time at Camp Fatima of New
Jersey.

Camp Fatima is New Jersey’s only
all-volunteer camp for children with
developmental disabilities. The pro-
gram is free to campers. Each sum-
mer thirty to thirty-five students and
alumnae from Mother Seton Regional
have experienced the “Fatimagic!”
in one of two, week long sessions for
campers ages five through nineteen.

Each camper is assigned his or her
own counselor who provides twenty-
four hour a day individualized care,
with the assistance of a team of reg-
istered nurses, lifeguards, counselor
support and administration, as well
as, kitchen, arts and crafts, sense
room and activities staffs. All work
together to provide a very support-
ive atmosphere for both the campers
and the volunteers.

Mother Seton girls serve on many

of the above staffs and continue to
return to camp year after year to be
part of this incredible experience.
All staff members leave with having
learned what they could not have
learned anywhere else. Many have
served over ten or fifteen years.

Camp Fatima is a magical place.
This summer sixty-six campers
eleven adult campers and staff en-
joyed the magic of Camp Fatima,
which was enhanced by the magic of
Harry Potter.

Sister Jacquelyn Balasia, an assis-
tant principal at Mother Seton Re-
gional High School and an alumna
of the school, has volunteered for
the past nineteen summers and
served on the board of directors for
ten years. “To experience the love
shared, the tender care given and the
joy on the faces of the campers,
touches the hearts of all involved,”
stated Sister Jacquelyn. Many vol-
unteers expressed the sentiment,
“Camp Fatima has been a life-chang-
ing experience for them.”

FUN FOR ALL…Four members of Mother Seton’s Class of 2012 volunteered at
Camp Fatima, a camp for children with developmental disabilities. Pictured, left
to right, are: Justine Enriquez of Iselin, Whitney Garay of Hopelawn, Lauren
Santos of Colonia and Kristel Calderon of Linden.

WF Sixth Graders Get
‘Jump Start’ on School Year

DePaul University
Announces Dean’s List

CHICAGO, Ill. - DePaul Univer-
sity announced the following local
area resident made the Spring 2011
Dean’s List: Lara Barnes of Westfield.

Harvard Study Shows
Variation in States Proficiency

JUMP ON IT...Cecilia Valdes, an instructor at Edison Intermediate School in
Westfield, helps incoming sixth grade students in the district’s Jump Start
Program establish folders with schedules and documents and become familiar
with the school’s and teachers’ websites.

WESTFIELD — Fifty incoming
sixth graders in the Westfield Public
Schools engaged in stimulating aca-
demic, social and organizational ac-
tivities for two weeks this summer to
prepare them for entry into inter-
mediate school. In the Jump Start
Program, students were divided
among Edison and Roosevelt Inter-
mediate Schools, where the pro-
gram was held to familiarize them
with their new schools. At the end
of the two weeks, the students cre-
ated a handy survival guide that can
be utilized throughout the year.

Led by teachers Alex Lasker and
Cecilia Valdes at Edison, and Erika
Hodges and Cheryl Wohlgemuth at
Roosevelt, the program included
emphasis on math, language arts,
computer techniques, organizational

skills, learning styles and guidance
activities, and school tours.

Roosevelt math teacher Cheryl
Wohlgemuth explained, “We’ve made
the activities hands-on and fun, giv-
ing them real life experiences in
math.” For example, when the stu-
dents walked into town on a field
trip, they had to map their route and
calculate distance. They also par-
ticipated in a mapping activity of
their new school.

At Edison, instructor Alex Lasker
added, “I think they are getting great
exposure and they are becoming ac-
customed to middle school. The pro-
gram has been very effective.”

Jump Start was held Monday
throughThursday from 8:30 a.m. to
12:30 p.m. the weeks of August 15
and 22.

CAMBRIDGE, Mass. – Results
from a new study of student achieve-
ment show that U.S. students rank
32nd among industrialized nations in
proficiency in math and 17th in read-
ing.

The 32 percent of U.S. students
who achieved proficiency in math
compares to 75 percent of students in
Shanghai, 58 percent in Korea, and
56 percent in Finland. Countries in
which a majority – or near majority –
of students performed at or above the
proficiency level in math include
Switzerland, Japan, Canada, and the
Netherlands.

Comparing students’ math achieve-

ment across states, the study finds the
highest performing state to be Mas-
sachusetts, where 58 percent achieve
proficiency. The states of Minnesota,
Vermont, North Dakota, New Jersey,
Kansas, South Dakota, Pennsylva-
nia, New Hampshire, and Montana
are among the top ten performing
states.

 The scholars analyze test results
for the high-school graduating class
of 2011, the most recent cohort for
which data are available.

The study authors are Paul E.
Peterson, Harvard University, Ludger
Woessmann, University of Munich,
Eric Hanushek, Stanford University,
and Carlos X. Lastra-Anadón,
Harvard University. The article will
appear in the Fall 2011 issue of Edu-
cation Next and is currently available
at www.educationnext.org.

California, our nation’s most popu-
lous state, had a math proficiency
rate lower than that of 36 countries
and no better than the rate in Greece
and Russia. Michigan students are
outperformed by those in 30 other
countries, placing it at a level equiva-
lent to the students in Italy and Portu-
gal.

St. Agnes School Announces
Exciting New School Year

CLARK - During the summer, St.
Agnes School has geared up for an-
other new and exciting school year.
The cafeteria has been completely
renovated, as well as the stage in the
auditorium. A new gymnasium is
being built and other areas of the
school have received a fresh coat of
paint.

St. Agnes will open its doors to all
middle school students on Wednes-
day, September 7, and to elementary
students on Thursday, September 8.
All students will assemble in the play-
ground area at 8 a.m. on their respec-
tive start date with the exception of
the kindergarten students as they will
meet their teacher at the classroom
for a quick “photo-op.”

Principal Heather Schnaars will
start the school year off with all of the
parents and/or guardians gathering
together and reciting a blessing for
their children before entering the
building for the start of the new school
year.

The first couple of days will be 12
noon dismissals; in preparation for
the first full week of full days begin-
ning Monday, September 12. Pre-
kindergarten children will follow a
special schedule to introduce them to
their new routine starting Monday,
September 12 as well.

The middle school students will
have the option this year of joining in
on some special study skills classes
that will be offered by the principal.
The school has added a vocabulary
textbook into the curriculum for
fourth and fifth grades. The fourth
and fifth grades will also start switch-
ing classes to help better prepare the
students for the middle school.

A very exciting 2011/12 school
year is anticipated. The students and
faculty are looking forward to being
challenged and rewarded all at the
same time.

To learn more about the St. Agnes
School, please visit
www.stagnesschool.com.

Upcoming Programs
On WHS-TV36

WESTFIELD - New programs are
airing on WHS-TV, Channel 36 and
will be broadcasting through the
month of September, including the
Westfield High School commence-
ment exercises of the class of 2011
and two videos on bullying preven-
tion delivered by presenters Joann
Spera and Roberta Fallig.

The presentations by these pro-
fessionals will also be available for
viewing at westfieldnjk12.org/video.

WHS-TV provides programming,
including the most recent taped
Board of Education, meeting every
Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and
Sunday on both Comcast and
Verizon.

For exact programming schedules,
check www.westfieldnjk12.org/tv.

One Pitch Tourney to Aid
Disabled Teen and Family

Cathleen DiFabio

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Second
Annual Cathleen DiFabio Fundraiser
and One Pitch Tournament will take
place on Saturday, September 10,
starting at 9 a.m. at Brookside Park in
Scotch Plains.

Cathleen was diagnosed with
Holoprosencephaly (HPE), a birth
defect that occurs during the first few
weeks of intrauterine life. HPE is a
disorder in which the fetal brain does
not grow forward and divide as it
should during early pregnancy. Un-
fortunately, Cathleen was not diag-
nosed with this disorder until she was
five years old, but has been suffering
from severe seizures since she was
eight months old.

Cathleen is now 15 years old and
has beaten the life expectancy that
doctors gave her for this disorder, but
she continues to degenerate each year.
She has minimal communication
while being confined to a wheelchair.

Joe and Cathy DiFabio have been
coping with their daughter’s illness
for all these years while only receiv-
ing the same medical expenses that
those with healthy children get. Last
year’s fundraiser raised over $6,500
in one day, and the DiFabios were
able to pay off the expense of a new
wheelchair for Cathleen, as well as
pay some of her medical expenses.
They now need a handicapped-

equipped vehicle, which is extremely
costly, to move Cathleen when her
father cannot be there to do so.

Joe DiFabio has been an active
softball player in the Scotch Plains
Men’s Softball League for over 20
years, and his teammates hope to
raise funds to cover the family’s cur-
rent and future medical expenses.

For further information, contact
Steve Barba at
stevebarba@yahoo.com or (908)
591-5633, or Tim Walsh at (908)
448-6666.

UCC Alum, Student Gov. to
Host Play Competition

CRANFORD – The Union County
College Alumni Association, together
with the Student Government
Association, are hosting the First
Annual Owl Theatre 10-Minute Play
Competition. All current and former
Union County College students,
faculty, and staff are invited to
participate.

All play submissions are due by
Friday, September 30. Plays may not
run longer than 10 minutes. All scripts
must be submitted in Microsoft Word,
and cast size can range from one to
five people. Ages of the actors may
vary since the plays will be performed
by students, alumni, staff, and faculty.
Plays will be performed on a blank
stage with rehearsal cubes, chairs,
and tables. There will be no special
effects or special lighting. Actors will
use their own wardrobe. Hand props
may be provided by the playwright.
Union County College will handle
theater operations, including lighting,
seating, box office, and venue
management.

The play submissions will be
judged by a screening panel of
students and alumni. The panel will
select 10 plays which will be
performed in the Roy Smith Theatre
on the Cranford Campus during the

weekend of November 11-13.
The audience will vote on the best

play, with the top three prizes awarded
at the end of the three-day run of
performances. First prize is a $100
gift card to the College Bookstore;
second prize is a $50 gift card; third
prize is a $25 gift card. All three
winners will also receive trophies.

To ensure that submissions are
“blind,” two title pages should be
prepared. “Title Page 1” should
include the playwright’s name,
address, phone number(s) and
email(s) address. It should also state
if the playwright is a current or past
student, faculty, or staff member. This
page will be removed when the script
is sent to the panel for review. “Title
Page 2” should only contain the play’s
title. The script should include page
numbers and the playwright’s name
should appear only on “Title Page 1.”

Entrance to the event is free.
Evening performances will be held
on Friday, November 11, and
Saturday, November 12, A matinee
performance will be held on Sunday,
November 13.

In order for a script to be judged, it
should be forwarded to
Rebecca.Masteller@ucc.edu by
Friday, September 30.

Lund Recognized by
Widener University

CHESTER, Pa. – Alyssa Lund of
Westfield, who is pursuing a Special
Education degree, was recently rec-
ognized as a member of Omicron
Delta Kappa, the National Leader-
ship Honor Society, by Widener Uni-
versity.


