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Football Blue Devils Focusing on ‘Team’ Aspect
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 9

CAPTAINS – SPENCER KERKHOF, ANTHONY VALLES

Blue Devil Boys Are Described
‘Young but Talented’ in Soccer

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Having 27 players, which included
14 seniors, allowed the underclass-
men on last year’s Westfield High
School boys soccer team to gain
plenty of experience, which could
pay off this season.

This year’s Blue Devils still have
more than 20 on the varsity roster,
and the talent is still there.

“We were a very experienced, se-
nior dominated team. This year, my
phrase is ‘young but talented’. There
will only be a couple, three seniors
starting. There could very well be a
freshman and certainly a handful of
sophomores,” Blue Devil Head Coach
George Kapner said. “I expect a big
deal from them. They still have very
high aspirations.”

Last year, the Blue Devils, who
finished with a 17-3-2 overall record,
won their conference with an 11-0-2
record and captured their first Union
County Tournament title since 1996
so many teams will be looking to
topple them.

“This is Westfield! I don’t care
what sport it is. Now that we have a
Union County Conference, every-
body is close to you. Westfield has a
great tradition in athletics. We have
won more championships than any
school in the state’s history. I think
that there is a feeling out there from a
lot of the towns that Westfield is the
target,” Coach Kapner said.

Last year, attacker Joe Greenspan,
who has graduated, was an absolute
terror to opposing goalies. The Blue
Devils, however, still have experi-
ence up front, especially with junior
striker Henry Smith, a three-year
starter who is expected to utilize his
low-to-the-ground frame to outma-
neuver opposing backs.

“Henry is very dangerous. I tried
through the pre-season to make him
a midfielder, but every time we put
him up front, he was so dangerous.
It’s silly to have him further away
from the goal. He has more experi-
ence than anybody else in the pro-
gram. He is one of our most impor-
tant players,” Coach Kapner said.

Seniors Jake Vergara and Co-Cap-
tain Spencer Kerkhof will also be on
the attack.

“Spencer and Jake were on the
team last year. Both look like they are
ready to go. They are fit. They are
more physical players. Their speed
and tenacity are their strengths, so we
are looking at a nice mix between
Henry’s skill level and their tenacity”
Coach Kapner said.

Second-year starter Jake Heroux, a
junior, and senior Dean Schapow will
be working the center back position
and controlling the defense.

“We need leadership from the back,
which means Jake Heroux and Dean
Schapow.”

Even though all the backfield posi-
tions are considered fluid at this point

in the young season, juniors Sam
Eliades and Noah Rosenberg are ex-
pected to be outside fullbacks, along
with senior Max Marciano, junior
Brett Ripperger and sophomore Sean
Tracey.

Coach Kapner considered the at-
tacking midfield positions vacated
by Ryan Heine, Eric Byer and Shane
Kronick to be his biggest concern.

“Midfield is very much in flux. In
that position, we are replacing the
core of our team that was Heine and
Kronick and Byer. Our biggest con-
cern right now is our midfield. We
certainly have the players. We are
trying to fit them into the role and
figure out who has what role. We are
looking for what four guys have the
chemistry that we had last year,”
Coach Kapner explained.

Freshman Mike Prosuk and sopho-
more Leo O’Haus, one third of the
O’Haus triplets, will be attack
midfielders. Senior Co-Captain An-
thony Valles, Eliades, junior Greg
Morano and Sam O’Haus are ex-
pected to be in the defensive midfield,
and the third triplet, Joe O’Haus, and
senior Justin Coelho will occupy the
goalkeeper position.

The O’Haus triplets seem to have
soccer in their blood.

“It would be interesting to see how
much impact they will have on this
team. To add to it, their father is in our
[WHS] Hall of Fame. Jim O’Haus

tively, and senior Dan Bigelow will
be at center. Ondi will be at flanker,
senior Mike Stravich will play split
end and senior John Lanzano will be
the tight end.

“We are a no huddle, pro-style of-
fense. We try to balance the run and the
pass,” Coach DeSarno said. “Some-
times we will spread. Sometimes we
will be tight, try and use a little play-
action pass, a little short passing game
to offset our running game and try to
open up the deeper passes.”

Defensively, Lanzano and senior
Pat Johnson will be the outside line-
backers. Seniors Alex McHugh and
Ryan Elliott will be the tackles, and
seniors Mike Mondon and Mike
LaFace will be the ends. Senior Jon
Gribbin or junior Dylan Elliott will
be at safety.

Defensively, we are a 4-4. We have
run the same defense forever. Just try
to keep the ball in front of us. Try to
play smart, solid defense. Stay very
basic,” Coach DeSarno said.

Since his freshman season, Gribbin,
when he puts the boot to the ball, has
been a terror to opposing teams. Once
again, he will kick off and kick the
extra points and field goals.

“John is a quality kicker. He is
getting a lot of looks from some big
schools for it and deservingly so. It is
something that we are working hard

on as a team that we can give him
some opportunities to kick field goals,
and hopefully, use kickoffs in terms
of field position to help our defense.
He is a weapon, and we’ve got to take
advantage of it,” Coach DeSarno said.

Ondi, O’Rourke, Lanzano and
Elliott have been selected as team
captains. Offensively, Ondi and
O’Rourke would put their life on the
line to catch a pass, and defensively,
they would be like pit bulls when they
latched onto opponents.

“Those two guys are special. They
did great things for us last year, and
we expect even more out of them this
year. They are good leaders,” Coach
DeSarno said.

Lanzano, along with Johnson and
McCrea, had several impressive per-
formances last year.

“Those three guys have got to play

better. We told all our juniors last year
that ‘you got to come back better,’
and I think for the most part, they
have,” Coach DeSarno said. “John
and Pat have had great pre-seasons.
James is getting there. They know if
we want to be successful, they have to
be better than they were last year.”

The Blue Devils had their first
scrimmage on August 23 at Long
Branch.

“I thought it went well. We were a
little nervous with our offense, mov-
ing the ball. We moved the ball pretty
well. We let up some big plays that we
need to work on. We didn’t finish
some drives both offensively and de-
fensively. I thought our effort was
great. We did some good things,”
Coach DeSarno explained.

The Blue Devils will open their
season at Gary Kehler Stadium against
Scotch Plains-Fanwood on Saturday,
September 10, at 2 p.m.

“They have been down a little bit,
but they are not going to be down for
long. They have too many good ath-
letes over there. Their JV program,
their freshman program the last couple
of years have done well and beaten us.
They had some good underclassmen
last year, so it’s going to be a battle,”
Coach DeSarno said. “We are looking
forward to it, but we have a lot of work
ahead if we expect to be competitive.”
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Sports Freelancer  Wanted
The Westfield Leader/Times is
seeking an individual who
would be able to cover a few
Scotch Plains-Fanwood,
Cranford and/or Westfield High
School football games this fall.
Photography ability is a “+”
Individuals please email:

dcorbin@goleader.com

        Joyce Taylor, Sales Associate
      908-233-6417, Direct Dial 

     NJAR Circle of Excellence 1977—2010

Superbly situated on a serene “no-outlet” street, this young Westfield Center Hall Colonial 
glows with beautiful details, elegance, comfort and innate charm. Hardwood floors, frame 
& crown moldings, exquisite windows, and designer essentials enliven the handsome inte-
rior. The impressive two-story foyer envelops you and opens to many rooms on the first 
floor. The fire lit living room and formal dining room frame the foyer. Enjoy any activity in 
the family room that flows to the kitchen with breakfast area. The sizable master suite with 
walk-in closet and full bath crowns a lovely second floor offering well-proportioned bed-
rooms and another full bath. Other highlights include a first floor laundry room & office, 
central air-conditioning & gas fired forced air heat (with two units) and a fabulous rec 
room. A convenient location and a picturesque backyard with deck & perimeter plantings 
ensures that this is the ideal place to come home to. Presented for  $1,150,000.  

Westfield Office · 600 North Avenue, West · 908-233-0065 

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

Visa & Mastercard Accepted

732.558.0356
kbullapm@gmail.com

Landscape DesignLawn Maintenance

Snow Plowing

Clean UpsMulch Top Soil
Power Washing Driveway Sealing

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

  

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal

Wallpaper Installation
Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

   ED  DELLA  FERA
          SHUTTERS  +  SHADES  +  BLINDS  +  VERTICALS

            WOVEN WOODS  +  DRAPERY INSTALLATIONS

                              Professional Sales, Measuring & Installation

                                      Over 25 Years Experience

  Phone:  732.503.3316   |  Fax:  1.866.216.5677  |  edellafera@gmail.com

Quality • Integrity • Reliability

Landscape Design,

Construction & Maintenance

Brick Paver Maintenance:

Cleaning, Jointing & Sealing

908-232-0249 • Westfield, NJ

Snow Plowing, Snow Blowing,

Shoveling, Ice Control

Fully Licensed & Insured

www.incelandscape.com

Goods & Services You Need
Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425 • email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO LEAD A YOUNG TEAM…Senior captains Spencer Kerkhof, left, and Anthony Valles have been selected to
lead a young but talented group of Blue Devils into a very competitive season in boys soccer.


