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Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Ready or Not, It’s
Time for King Football

If you grew up in Westfield in the
1960s and ’70s, you know that Labor
Day meant one thing, and one thing
only: another season of Blue Devils
football was around the corner. Fans
would flock by the hundreds behind
Edison Junior High School to watch
practices, to see how the team looked
and if there were any position changes
or newcomers. And quite often the
practices were the only time to see
how well the quarterback could throw
and the receivers could run their
routes, since those things rarely hap-
pened during the games on Saturday
afternoons.

Yes, it was a magical time. Starting
with the 1960 team, the last for coach
Les Zorge, and then continuing
through the 22 Gary Kehler years
(1961-82 seasons), football was the
no-contest king of sports in town (as it
should be, in a normal town). While
WHS had championship-caliber teams
in every varsity sport in those days,
football was the one that most mat-
tered, the one that was an indicator of
a school’s athleticism and even how a
town was perceived by outsiders.

For the real diehards, those fall
Saturdays started on the previous
Monday, watching either the B squad
(juniors) or the jayvees (sophomores),
then three days of watching practices
and/or holding Westfield Boys Foot-
ball League practices, then Friday
nights “preparation” at either the Jolly
Trolley or the Glenview Manor (now
Charlie Brown’s), then WBFL games
on Saturday mornings at Tamaques
Park, then WHS Blue Devils in the
afternoon, and, of course, the sounds
of the WHS band and cheerleaders
marching down Rahway Avenue play-
ing “There’s Gonna Be a Hot Time in
the Old Town Tonight” following
another victory.

(Life, it turns out, would never be
better for some of us, though we
didn’t know it then.)

Times change, towns change,
people change and game times change
(road games are usually on Friday
nights now). But football Saturdays
in September, October and Novem-
ber remain a constant for those of us
of a certain age, although the Friday
nights are spent sleeping, the WBFL
no longer exists and the band doesn’t
march down Rahway Avenue any-
more. But WHS football was always
the bottom-line main thing. And, for

the most part, WHS has put out a very
strong product, fall in and fall out, for
most of these past 50 years. This year
figures to be much of the same.

Since Jim DeSarno took over in
2006, WHS has been on a steady
climb. His first team went 6-4, fol-
lowed by records of 7-4, 7-3, 8-3 and
7-3. That’s a solid 35-17 record, and
it includes going 4-1 against Scotch
Plains-Fanwood, Linden and Union,
and 5-0 versus Plainfield. WHS has
been to the post-season playoffs four
straight years – a record even Kehler’s
teams never achieved once the play-
off system started in 1974.

There are some huge spikes to fill,
like all-state linebacker A.J. Murray,
record-setting quarterback Dan Kerr
and standout receiver Ryan Hess,
along with some fine linemen. But
there is a lot of experience returning,
so another good season should not
surprise even the pessimists who per-
meate the stands.

The offense moved the ball very
well against Long Branch in their
recent scrimmage. Quarterback Nate
Mitchell, who has been winning since
his days with the PAL team, found
John Lanzano and Pete Ondi with
regularity. Running back James
O’Rourke picked up nice yardage,
often behind the blocks of fullback
James McCrea, who is basically an
extra lineman and lines up similar to
an old-time single wing blocking
back. Mike Stravach is the split end,
opposite Ondi, while the interior line
has Brenton Harries, Mike Mondon
or Abe Fertig-Cohen, Dan Bigelow,
Ryan Elliott and Nick Calello from
tackle to tackle across the front. (Keep
an eye on Lanzano, a tight end, who
blocks as well as he catches passes
and snaps on PATs.)

Most of those guys will be playing
defense, too, with Mondon and Mike
LaFace at the ends, Elliott and either
Calello, Alex McHugh or Joe
Scaglione at the tackles. The inside
linebackers are McCrea and either
Joe Rinaldi or Fran Scalera. On the
outside there’s Lanzano, Pat Johnson,
Brendan Dugan, Kurt Kowalski, Mark
Frega, Kyle Star and Dylan Elliott
battling for time. O’Rourke and Ondi
are solid at the corners, with either
Jon Gribbin or Johnson at safety.
Except for some sloppy arm-tackling
on a couple of long runs, the defense
played well, too.

(One suggestion guys: The chest-
bumping and high-fiving should be
saved until after winning the last game
. . . if at all.)

The season opens a week from
Saturday, when Scotch Plains-
Fanwood comes to town. That is also
the day the undefeated 1961 football
team, the first under legendary coach
Gary Kehler, will celebrate its 50th
anniversary.

LEGION UPDATE
Martin Wallberg Post 3 got off to a

rocky 0-4 start, partially due to getting
used to wooden bats, but finished
strong for a 9-5 record in the Union
County American Legion League. That
is another successful summer for coach
Ken Miller’s guys, considering that
Post 3 uses only players who have
high school eligibility remaining.

“We got good pitching all sum-
mer,” Miller said. “We just weren’t
hitting or playing good defense at the
start. Then we started playing the
way we were capable of playing.”

The players:
Mike Coletta (.290, team-best 14

RBI) and Liam Devin (.272) handled
first base, with Tyler Bowman at sec-
ond. Brett Ryan (ss), Jon Gribbin (ss-
3b-lf) and Mike Mondon (3b, .400, 2-
1, 1.75 ERA) handled most of the
pitching duties, along with outfielder
Quinn Dursee (2-1, 1.07), Kevin
Galasso (2-0, 2.33) and Evan Fried-
man (1-1). Eric Demers played a lot
of third base, while Taylor Friss did
most of the catching. In the outfield,
James O’Rourke was the team leader
in center field.

The performance left Miller, the
high school’s junior varsity coach,
quite excited about the prospects for
the 2012 varsity team.

“O’Rourke is the best outfielder I’ve
ever coached, and Gribbin does it all,
he’s a true gamer,” said Miller, who
has coached Post 3 the past five sum-
mers. “Nobody works harder than Brett
Ryan . . . we had a lot of great kids out
there, guys who love baseball.”

SHOP-RITE (C )UPDATE
WHS finished fourth in Group 4 in

the ShopRite Cup for the 2010-11
season with 55 points, trailing
Hunterdon Central (74), West
Windsor-Plainsboro South (64) and
Washington Township (63). WHS was
the Group 4 champion for the 2009-
10 season.

Other Group winners: New Provi-

dence (Group 1), Haddonfield (Group
2), Delsea (Group 3), Christian Broth-
ers Academy (Non-Public A) and St.
Rose (Non-Public B). (For those
wondering, St. Peter’s Prep did not
finish in the top five of its category.)

IN THE GENES
Serena Marjorie Campbell, the 10-

year-old daughter of former WHS
and two-time Olympic wrestler Chris
Campbell (WHS ’73), won her age
group 50-meter breaststroke in late
July at the Marin County (Calif.) “All-
Star” Swim Championships. Earlier
she had won the Marin County cham-
pionship.

IN PASSING
Dr. Cliff Sheehan (’81), one of the

great runners in school history, passed
away in late July out in Missoula,
Mont. After his running career under
Walt Clarkson at WHS and then later
at Harvard University, Sheehan went
on to achieve major success as a car-
diologist.

HALL OF FAME
The Class of 2012 for the Westfield

Athletic Hall of Fame has been voted
upon and will be announced in the
near future, when all the potential
inductees have been contacted and
verified acceptance. It will be the
10th induction class, and it’s another
talent-laden group.

DEVIL OF THE MONTH
The Den will name a Devil of the

Month starting Oct. 6, with the se-
lectee getting a free sub from Ryan
(The) Mann (’95) at Hershey’s Subs
on South Ave. The DOM can be an
individual, coach or team.

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of every month during the
school year (and any fifth Thursday).
Contact us with comments, com-
plaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember,
win or not, WHS4evr!

Devil of the Month
Will Return

On October 6

Lady Blue Devils Seem ‘Fit’
For Exciting Soccer Season
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Amanda Marcotullio, Madison Yarusi
and Ellie Callinan, junior Jess Kenny
and sophomore Mary Randazzo.

“We are going to count on a lot of
the younger girls to step up,” Coach
Schmidt said. “Defensively, Mercedes
Smith will definitely be a force, all
5’11” of her. She will be a presence in
the back. A really intelligent player!”

Last year, Marcotullio played half-
back.

“Hopefully, her speed and fitness
will counter with us, as well as Jess
Kenny, who as a sophomore last year
got some playing time. Hopefully,
she will have a strong year,” Coach
Schmidt said.

Jordan Yarusi, senior Kayla
Krasnoo and juniors Catherine Kerr
(3-year starter), Sofia Beneroff and
Sarah Freer will play up front on the
attack.

“Right now, it’s a really young team.
A lot of girls were sophomores, who

didn’t play a lot, really worked a lot in
the off-season – Sarah Freer, Sofia
Beneroff, both girls up top. Mary
Randazzo, who was a freshman on
varsity last year, got some experi-
ence. She is really coming in for
defensive purposes,” Coach Schmidt
noted.

Sophomore Hannah MacKenzie
and senior Sophia Devita will fill the
goalkeeper position.

“Both are competing for the spot,
which is nice. They are both good
sized. Right now, they are really even,”
Coach Schmidt said.

Hannah’s sister Grace was a
standout player for the Blue Devils
two years ago, and Devita, “is a track
runner. She is really athletic from the
other sports,” Coach Schmidt said.

The Blue Devils will put their fit-
ness to the test when they open at
home against Union on Friday, Sep-
tember 9, at 4 p.m.

Raider Soccer Boys Appear
To Be on the ‘Same Page’
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niors Dan McMillan, Mike Daly and
Billy Babis have been named team
captains. Stripling All-State Central
1 Honorable Mention) and Babis will
be in the midfield, along with senior
Zach Lenoff and junior Connor Kelly.
Junior Andrew Leischner (Second
Team Central 1) is expected to play
mostly up in the midfield.

“He is only a junior, but he is a very
talented guy,” Coach Breznitsky said
of Leischner. “Colin Stripling played
a very high club level.”

McMillan and Daly, who both re-
ceived Central 1 recognition, will man
the center backfield, while seniors
Gio Tobin and Zack Carow will be on
the left side and juniors Morgan
Ellman and Vinny Bianco, who both
received Central 1 recognition, will
be on the right side.

Senior Travis Cortes (Second Team
Central 1) has moved from the
midfield to center forward.

“Travis Cortes is going to be one of
our front players. It’s a position that
suits him very well,” Coach
Breznitsky said.

Senior Ryan McKenna will also
work the center forward position.
Sophomore Christian Zazzali and jun-
ior Robert Zukofsky will also work

up front. Senior Alex Markovits will
be on the left wing, and senior Kwamir
Phillipe and 5’11.5”, 178-lb fresh-
man Jassine Watushe can be expected
to be positioned on the right wing.

Coach Breznitsky pointed out that
many positions are interchangeable.

“We are very talented, a lot of depth,
a lot of interchangeability and a very,
very closely-knit group of kids. I am
looking for an exceptional year. I
think this is one of the best teams that
we probably had in about seven years.
It’s the first time in a couple of years
that we could really put on a collec-
tive group of kids, who all 11 are on
the same page, and almost every one
of them was a starter last year,” Coach
Breznitsky said. “No true superstars!
A team!”

Coach Breznitsky’s career record
as the Raiders’ coach presently stands
at 596-152-52. He needs four victo-
ries to hit that magical 600 number
and the first big challenge will come
when they host Saint Benedict’s Prep
on Thursday, September 8, at 3 p.m.

“To win a championship, you got
to be good, which I think we are. You
got to be lucky, which I hope we are,
and you certainly got to stay injury
free,” Coach Breznitsky said.

Reading is Good For You
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Wonderful top floor walk-up w/glorious courtyard views! Elegant renovated
kitchen, polished oak parquet floors, beautiful details. Close to NYC transport.

Sunny Split level home w/new kitchen-granite countertops, 3
bedrooms, 1.1baths & more!  Close to trains.

Recently updated home w/big eat-in kit w/french drs to LR/DR combo,
3-season flagstone sunroom, FR w/wd burning fpl & more!

Gracious Townhome in fabulous locn backs the woods. Oak hwd floors on
1st level. New wall to wall carpeting on second and loft level. Sliders to patio.

Wonderful top floor walk-up w/glorious courtyard views! Elegant renovated
kitchen, polished oak parquet floors, beautiful details. Close to NYC transport.

Totally updated Split in fabulous location  w/open floor plan & low taxes. Completely
renovated & expanded, updt kitchen w/SS appl & radiant heated floors.

Stunning custom built Center Hall Colonial. Impeccably maintained & updated. Spa-
cious w/great room flow & many special features. Gourmet kitchen w/granite & more!

Elegant 5 bedroom 2.1 bath Colonial home situated on a 0.735 acre
of park-like property in the desirable Ashbrook section of Scotch Plains.

Ideal for a comfortable lifestyle w/great entertinaing space - living rm, dining rm,
family rm & kitchen all flow together, spac Mstr w/Fbth & 2-cust Wi-clsts & more!

Custom home fully renovated in '06. Open floor plan, gourmet kit, all large rooms,
finished basement w/gym & spacious Rec. room. Deep private yard w/in-ground pool.

Charming & lovingly maintained colonial home on quiet tree lined street. LR w/wood
burning FP, formal DR, sunny kitchen overlooking lndscpd backyard. CAC, fin bsmt.

Wonderful custom Colonial. Move-in condition! Open floor plan w/living
room/great room. Large gourmet kitchen w/center island & S/S appliances.
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