
Page 4  Thursday, September 1, 2011 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION

Jeff Gruman
SALES MANAGER

Michael L. Bartiromo
 MARKETING PRODUCTION

Robert P. Connelly
BUSINESS OPERATIONS

The Westfield Leader
Legal Newspaper for the Borough of Fanwood

And the Township of Scotch Plains

POSTMASTER:  Send address changes to the offices of the newspapers at
         P. O. Box 250, Westfield, New Jersey 07091

P.O. Box 250 • 251 North Avenue, West
Westfield, N.J. 07091

P. O. Box 368
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076

Horace R. Corbin
PUBLISHER

David B. Corbin
ASSISTANT PUBLISHER & SPORTS

Ben Corbin
SERVICES

Published every Thursday by Watchung Communications, Inc.

Tele: (908) 232-4407 • E-mail: editor@goleader.com • Web: www.goleader.com • Fax: (908) 232-0473

One-year – $33 • Two-year – $62 • Three-year – $90
SUBSCRIPTION PRICE

— Established 1890 —

The ScotThe ScotThe ScotThe ScotThe Scotch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fch Plains–Fanwoodanwoodanwoodanwoodanwood

TTTTTimes imes imes imes imes Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959Since 1959

Members of:
New Jersey Press Association • National Newspaper Association • Westfield Area Chamber of Commerce

Scotch Plains Business & Professional Association • Fanwood Business & Professional Association

Paul Peyton
ASSIGNMENT EDITOR

Suzette F. Stalker
COMMUNITY

Betsey Burgdorf
EDUCATION & ARTS

Legal Newspaper for the Town of Westfield,
Boroughs of Mountainside and Garwood

Periodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New JerseyPeriodicals – Postage Paid at Rahway, New Jersey

And the County of Union, NJ.

www.goleader.com/subscribe

Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Panegyris – A public meeting or

festival
2. Zythum – A malt beverage brewed

by the ancient Egyptians
3. Gnoff – A miser
4. Crapulence – Sickness caused by

overindulgence in food or drink

CRACCHE
1. To scratch
2. A sand crab
3. Cranky; irritable
4. A hard, brittle biscuit

CRISPATION
1. Crumbling; losing cohesiveness
2. Performing the work of a shoemaker
3. Harding of material, due to dehydra-

tion
4. The act of curling, or state of being

curled
PERFRICATE

1. To rub thoroughly
2. Violating faith or allegiance
3. To puncture; pierce
4. To enliven; exhilarate

SPARTH
1. Scatter; disperse
2. A battle ax or mace
3. Agitation; violence
4. Toss; hurl

Statement by Mayor, Officials
Contradicted by WPD’s Report

Audience Members Should Show
Civility At Westfield Council Meetings

Fanwood Would Retain Identity
If Merged With Scotch Plains

Journal Report Shows
Mergers Are Bad Idea
I Suggest you see a Wall Street

Journal story on page 6 [August 29,
2011] that cites findings by demog-
rapher Wendell Cox and others that
municipal consolidations result in big
increases in spending on employee
salaries and benefits. To appease
unionized workers, wages and ben-
efits are set at the highest rates paid
by the most generous participant in
the merger.

Regionalization is a bad idea; raises
the cost of government services (or
forces a reduction in services as higher
delivery costs force some services to
be triaged.)

William Reinhardt
Westfield

Letters to the Editor
UC Incinerator Lease Deal is Much
Like Selling Your Soul to The Devil

For those 14 member towns that belong to the UCUA/
Covanta waste disposal agreement, be very afraid. As a
concerned resident of Garwood, one of the member
towns, I attended a February freeholder meeting where
the UCUA gave a presentation of refinancing $230 mil-
lion in bonds involving the incinerator in Rahway. The
refinanacing would have extended the bond life out to
2045, a major concern of the some member towns.

However, in the spring, DeCotiis Fitzpatrick, the politi-
cally connected UCUA law firm, convinced 13 of the 14
towns to sign the refinancing contract based on a signing
bonus of $12/ton additional savings/yearly on their tip-
ping fees. This contract then went to Trenton for approval.
But Trenton had concern about the long duration to 2045
and told UCUA to redo the bond term.

In August, the DeCotiis law firm presented a revised
refinancing plan for the UCUA/Covanta waste incinera-
tor deal, which decreased the bond term down to 2031
from 2045. The oddity is that even with the shortened
length, the proposed savings of $12/ton still existed. And
now at a recent Freeholder meeting, the Decotiis Lawfirm
noted that the other seven towns who are not members
will now receive a $3/ton offset savings.

 Several questions now arise that need to be addressed.
I asked questions at the recent Freeholder meeting, how-
ever, DeCotiis did not answer. Instead, DeCotiis repeat-
edly noted about rate relief and tax relief so many times
a resident who later commented publicly said it sounded
like a commercial. Listed are the concerns and the an-
swers/non-answers:

1) According to their numbers, the refinancing gener-
ates a savings of approximately $8.8 million the first few
years. I asked who receives the nearly $9 million savings.
There was no answer. In analyzing their documents, it

appears the savings is spread among- the member towns:
$2.2 million; the UCUA, $1.8 million; Union County
govt., $2 million (UC govt. has nothing to do with this
contract, its just to balance their budget); non-member
towns, $.5 million (this number is a guess since Covant
does not track their tonnage), and Rahway and solid waste
flow programs, $.5 million. However, this totals $7 mil-
lion. So, $1.8 million is unaccounted for. As a guess it
goes as profits to Covanta, the private firm operating the
incinerator.

2) In three years the savings drops from $8.8 million to
only $6.2 million. Someone is going to be squeezed by
$2.5 million. DeCotiis did not answer this question.

3) Twelve years from now the $6.2 million savings will
swing to a $7.8 million loss, a negative difference of $14
million. Who is to be squeezed? DeCotiis did not answer.

4) In year 15 thru 20, a major concern arises in that the
bond from this year turns into a balloon payment similar
to a residential balloon mortgage. Here the ratepayers
will be impacted from today’s $8.8 million savings to a
loss of $20 million and later to a loss of $40 million. The
tipping fees that are proposed today to be $55/ton for the
ratepayers would end up in 18 years anywhere from
$150/ton to $200/ton. DeCotiis would not answer this.

The freeholders ignored any concern and voted unani-
mously to proceed. Of course, the Freeholders get $2
million out of the deal for no service whatsoever. The
deal, as it is appears, is much like selling your soul to the
devil. You make a contract and get riches up front, but 12
years later you will experience such pain it will feel like
hell. All member towns must not sign this contrived deal.

Bruce Paterson
Garwood

As a resident of Westfield, I am
very disappointed by the lack of ci-
vility that has been demonstrated by
a few members of the audience at
town council meetings. These audi-
ence members have been coming to
the council meetings for over a year
to demonstrate their displeasure with
the pedestrian activated mid-block
crosswalk located on Central Avenue.
I live near the area of the crosswalk
and know it was put in place in re-
sponse to a petition signed by resi-
dents of the Third Ward seeking to
make crossing Central Avenue safer
for pedestrians and school children.

My issue is not with the location of
the crosswalk, but rather in response
to the disruptive and inappropriate

behavior of these audience members.
These crosswalk opponents have
shouted insults at the council, mo-
nopolized the publics’ time and acted
in a disgraceful manner. I also under-
stand that one of these disruptive
audience members is actually a can-
didate for town council.

Our town council members volun-
teer a significant portion of their time
to support Westfield. They do not
deserve to be shouted at and disre-
spected at council meeting. Regard-
less of your views, town council au-
dience members should not cast in-
sults, disrupt meetings and should
follow proper decorum.

Daniel Clifford
Westfield

It is amazing to read the WPD’s
“report” to the Mayor, which he
sought as a justification for his previ-
ous statements and actions.

Mr. Gildea again attempts to re-
write history by telling The Westfield
Leader that the town “had originally
asked for a HAWK in 2005.” That
statement is contradicted by the re-
port which dates the recognition of
the HAWK for use in 2010. Such
prescience by the town is surprising.

The HAWK, as is stated in the
report, does away with the problem
of cut-through traffic. The reason the
town cul-de-sac’d two streets was to
avoid cut-through traffic. The exist-
ence of the cul-de-sacs is persuasive
evidence that, when the town im-
posed its wishes on the county, the
town had never heard of the HAWK.

The WPD, in the beginning of its
report, juxtaposes the HAWK system
with the Meth report as if Mr. Meth
conceived of its use. His drawing is
dated Sept.15, 2005. The Hawk could
not be used until 2010.

There never was any doubt the
HAWK system is effective. The use
of police manpower to create this
useless report, is a waste of the town’s

allocation of manpower. The ques-
tion asked is irrelevant to the com-
plaints to the council.

The council told its critics that the
placement of the light mid-block was
the county’s decision. This is directly
contradicted by the report and the
quoted exhibit from the county.

The Mayor told the critics that the
location mid-block was safer than at
the original location at the corner.
This quote is deftly avoided by the
report and, at best, states that the
county thought that each location had
its bad points and good points. There
seems to be no doubt however that,
except for the town’s requirement
that the light be placed mid-block,
that location would not have been
chosen.

It is good that children have been
given a safe crossing at a busy street.
It is wrong that critics of the council
are treated to misstatements and eva-
sions. It is also wasteful that the man-
power of the police department, di-
minished as it has been by this ad-
ministration, is misused to try to cre-
ate an excuse for political errors.

A. John Blake
Westfield

In response to your August 11 ar-
ticle (Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times)
titled, “Fanwood Council Spurns
Merger, Suggests Shared Service,” it
is important to know that this effort
was started by residents of Scotch
Plains and Fanwood who understand
that our two communities are really
one from our perspective. We have
used the services of Courage to Con-
nect New Jersey to help us use the
state’s Municipal Consolidation Act.

Contrary to the reporting in your
newspaper, Courage to Connect New
Jersey is not “forcing” our munici-
palities into consolidating. The non-
profit, non-partisan organization is
simply walking our local grassroots
groups through the steps to explore
ways to run municipal government
more efficiently, including consoli-
dation with adjoining towns.

As a local affiliate of Courage to
Connect New Jersey, our group of
volunteers in both Fanwood and
Scotch Plains are now collecting the
signatures needed to form a consoli-
dation study between the two towns.
We now have over 800 signatures.
We hope that mayors and other elected
officials in both towns get involved in
this very important initiative.

By signing this petition, residents
are not voicing their support of a
consolidation. Rather, the petition is
just to launch an independent, non-

political study of the pros and cons of
merging Scotch Plains and Fanwood.

We are involved because we be-
lieve shared-service agreements are
limited in reducing redundancies in
municipal government. This study,
when conducted with the oversight
of the state Department of Commu-
nity Affairs, would identify many
other savings afforded through the
full consolidation of the two towns.
An aside: Fanwood Mayor Colleen
Mahr expressed concern in your
newspaper that Fanwood would
somehow lose its identity if there was
a merger down the road. Some might
consider that a political scare tactic.
That fact is that towns like Short
Hills, Colonia and Basking Ridge
have their own identities – yet they
are sections of other municipalities.

As we move down this road, I hope
that local officials do not cloud a very
complex issue by alleging that
Fanwood would not continue to be
Fanwood. That just isn’t so. We are
focused on ending the duplication in
the municipal structure, not how
towns identify themselves. To learn
more, please visit
www.couragetoconnectnj.org. We
did.

Fred Lange
Ilse Heinemeyer

Donald Parisi
Scotch Plains

Benedict’s Comments on Caboose
‘Quite Telling’ on His Character

I am writing as both a native and
long-time resident of Fanwood, who
has had the pleasure of serving the
Borough of Fanwood as their coun-
cilwoman for more than a decade. I
found Mr. Benedict’s comments rela-
tive to the Caboose to be quite telling
of the character of Mr. Benedict as he
seeks a position of the Fanwood
Municipal Council.

Fanwood’s history is steeped in
both the tradition of the railroad and
dedication and commitment of a
small group of volunteers both re-
sponsible for the charm and charac-
ter of what makes Fanwood so spe-
cial. When volunteers first ap-
proached us about the availability of
this bit of Fanwood’s history, they
indicated that we could obtain the
Caboose at no charge and they were
willing to commit their time and en-
ergy to do the work necessary to
bring this project to life.

The fact that we were able to ob-
tain a federal grant to aid us in com-
pleting this project is just another
example of how viable and valuable
project this is, as rest assured, we
would not have received these funds
otherwise!

Mr. Benedict’s assertion that “we
should cut our losses” regarding the
caboose, begs the question, “what
losses may I ask?” Not one penny of
Fanwood taxpayer money has been
spent on this project nor do we intend
to spend any tax money on its comple-
tion.

Mr. Benedict has only lived in this
community for a few years and ap-
parently has little knowledge, appre-
ciation or respect for the history of
Fanwood. Furthermore, this grant
money was given and designated for
this project. Fanwood has a long his-
tory of applying for and receiving
grant monies to improve our streets
and sidewalks, construct and outfit
Forest Road Park and purchase and
enhance our parks and playgrounds,
to name a few.

I, among hundreds of other resi-
dents, look forward to the comple-
tion of this project and the opportu-
nity of our community members, both
young and old alike, to have the op-
portunity to relive and learn about
our history for many years to come!

If this letter demonstrates Mr.
Benedict’s mindset, perhaps he is not
ready for public office. Remember
this when you vote on November 8th
as it really matters who you vote for!

Kathy Mitchell (D)
Fanwood Councilwoman

Cand. for Reelection

Power Outages Knock
Out Sen. Kean’s Office

Power outages in my Westfield of-
fice have disabled the phone lines.
Constituents needing assistance, on
any issue including the cleanup from
Hurricane Irene, can reach my staff
by e-mail at senkean@njleg.org. Con-
stituents needing help by phone
should contact my Assembly col-
leagues; Assemblyman Bramnick at
908-232-2073 or Assemblywoman
Munoz at 908-918-0414.

I hope to have normal operations
restored in the Westfield district of-
fice in the next couple of days.

Sen. Tom Kean, Jr.
Westfield

Boris Begins Campaign
For Fanwood Council
Recently the 2011 – 2012 tax bill

arrived in my home, and yours. As a
Fanwood resident and candidate for
the Fanwood Municipal Council I
am pleased by the leadership of
Fanwood Mayor Colleen Mahr and
her continued effort to keep Fanwood
a “Great Place to Put Down Roots”
by approving a budget that was well
below the state mandated 2 percent
cap, despite the overall increase of
just $9 per household.

I have had the privilege of working
with the Mayor for the past three
years, first as a volunteer member
and now the current chair, on the
Fanwood Planning and Zoning
Board. I willingly answered the call
to serve after careful review of down-
town redevelopment plan to ensure
that it was both feasible and viable, as
well as other long-term strategies,
that includes a well thought-out
shared services prospective, that
would continue to hold the line on
future tax increases and maintain the
programs and services that make
Fanwood special.

As a Planning Board attorney in
other New Jersey municipalities, I
can bear witness to how astute lead-
ership, a well thought out plan and
multiple options can lead to effective
government. I fully support the cur-
rent leadership’s strategy to decrease
costs through shared services, stream-
lining government through increased
efficiencies and increasing revenue
through redevelopment to ensure that
Fanwood is the best place to raise my
family and yours.

I look forward to speaking and
meeting with Fanwood residents as
we come to your door this fall. Please
feel free to speak with me, share your
ideas, concerns and complaints that
will help me to work better on your
behalf. I look forward to your sup-
port and ask for your vote this No-
vember as a Fanwood Councilman.

Kevin Boris (D)
Fanwood Council Candidate

To Reach Us
E-Mail - editor@goleader.com

For more information, see
www.goleader.com/help

Government’s Preparation Was
Right on With Hurricane Irene

NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Ad-
ministration) scientists, FEMA and government were
right on target with Irene information, and the public
cooperated. Police, firefighters and other emergency
workers have done a terrific job. We are now in a big
cleanup phase where the concern is to avoid frustra-
tion. Our local officials are on top of it.

“Get the hell off the beach” and “You don’t need
anymore tan” roaring from Governor Christie’s throat
left little doubt in the message. Gruff, true – though
it was refreshing in its clarity.

During the absolutely blinding rain and wind late
Saturday night, our emergency workers were out in
the malaise protecting our property and our lives –
risking theirs. When the power went out, it was
comforting to know they were there. Policemen,
firefighters and all other trained and skilled emer-

gency personnel — We thank you with the utmost of
gratitude.

Few were hurt because of everyone’s efforts, ac-
curate information and clear plans. Some suffered
more than others such as the residents of Cranford
with the horrific flood. If your power is still out and
your basement is flooded, be patient – workers are
hard at the repairs – and keeping everyone safe.
Meanwhile, if you can help someone, do it.

Without TV and electricity, many residents found
time to meet and greet their neighbors again. Hus-
bands and wives took walks with each other for the
first time in a while.

Hurricane Irene taught us a big lesson about
working and being together. We need to remember
the lesson – and certainly few in this region have any
desire for more such instruction.


