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            Notification of Environmental Investigation and Cleanup at Service Station Site

                                                                                 9/1/2011

    In accordance with New Jersey Department of Environmental Protection (NJDEP)   regulations for “Notification and

    Public Outreach”, Getty Petroleum Marketing Inc. (GPMI) provides herein information relating to environmental

   investigative and remedial activities being completed at the Site listed below.

                                                              GPMI Service Station #57336

                                          North Avenue and Crestwood Road (Block 7601/ Lot 13)

                                                                Scotch Plains, New Jersey

                                                    NJDEP Preferred Identification #006218

   Chemical constituents associated with retail gasoline service station Operations at this Site include, but may not

   be not limited to, benzene, toluene, ethylbenzene, xylenes, methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE) and tertiary butyl

   alcohol (TBA).  These gasoline constituents were detected in the soil and/or groundwater and have migrated from

   the service station property.

   GPMI is conducting investigative and/or remedial activities in accordance with the requirements of the NJDEP to

   address the chemical constituents detected at this Site.  In addition, an evaluation of receptors has been completed

   in order to ensure that the remedial approach is appropriate for the Site.

   For additional information or to obtain a copy of the complete fact sheet for the Site, please contact GPMI at

  516-542-5020.  You may also direct questions to Groundwater & Environmental Services, Inc. at 1-800-220-3068,

  ext. 4100.

  
SEPTEMBER 2011 EVENTS  

AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

HHours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5 pm  Closed Sunday 
Reopening on Sundays, September 18  1:00 - 5:00 pm 

Closed September 3-5 for Labor Day and Sept 12-14 for Training 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Must have full-service WML card) 

9/10 10:00 am Grupo ñ Spanish Language Storytime (0-6 yrs) 

9/19 10:30 am Mindful Parenting—for Parents 

9/19—9/29  3:30 pm Homework Help for grades K-5  Mondays-Thursdays 

9/20  7:30 pm You and Your Toddler—for Parents 

9/24 10:30 am Family Music Fun w/ South Mountain Brass  

9/27 & 9/30 10:30 am Preschool Storytime (3½ - 5 yrs) 

9/27  3:45 pm Magic Carpet-Listen to Stories (elementary school) 

9/28 10:00 am Toddler Time (babies & toddlers to 3 yrs) 

9/30 10:00 am Tots’ Storytime (2½ to 3½ yrs) 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 

9/7  7:00 pm Fiction Book Club– The Immortal Life of Henrietta 
Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 

9/9  130 pm TGIF! Newport Mansions (video) 

9/10  2:00 pm Self-Publishing with author M. Luftglass 

9/16  130 pm TGIF! Handel and Haydn (video) 

9/20 10:00 am Computer Class Advanced Word (adv) 

9/21  7:00 pm Manhattan Lyric Opera w/Anne Tormela 

9/23  1:30 pm TGIF! Carol Burnett (video) 

9/27  7:00 pm Two Points of View on NJ History 

9/30  1:30 pm TGIF! Movie: “Cheaper by the Dozen” 

Peek at the Week

By Paul Peyton of The Leader/Times

In Politics

Peyton's

N.J. Supreme Court Rules That
League of Mun. Is Subject to

OPRA
The state Supreme Court ruled last

week that the New Jersey League of
Municipalities (NJLOM), a lobby-
ing for New Jersey’s cities and towns
at the Statehouse, is itself a public
agency and subject to the state’s Open
Public Meetings Act (OPRA),
app.com has reported.

Previous lower court rulings by a
Superior Court judge and appellate
panel, as well as the state Govern-
ment Records Council, all sided with
the league. The rulings follow the
NJLOM’s refusal to comply with an
OPRA request filed by the Fair Share
Housing Center after the league came
out in opposition to proposed afford-
able housing rules in 2008. The Su-
preme Court reversed those rulings
in its August 23 decision.

Wayne Bryant Conviction
Upheld on Appeal

Former New Jersey state Senator
Wayne Bryant, a Democrat from
Camden County convicted last year
of bribery and pension fraud, has lost
his appeal before the 3rd U.S. Circuit
Court in Philadephia, app.com re-
ported. He is serving a four-year
prison after a jury found he took a
“low-show” job at a state medical
school, among other acts. The court
also upheld that he must make resti-
tution of $113,000.

Michael Gallagher, a former dean
at the University of Medicine and
Dentistry of New Jersey, was sen-

tenced to 18 months in prison in the
same case.

Asbury Park BOE President
Disqualified for Past Conviction
State education officials have said

Asbury Board of Education Presi-
dent Remond Palmer is permanently
disqualified from serving on the board
because of a 1989 cocaine posses-
sion conviction, app.com has re-
ported.

Mr. Palmer’s disqualification comes
a result of a new law signed by Gover-
nor Chris Christie May 26 requiring
all school board members to comply
with criminal background checks and
step down if they have past convic-
tions for a wide array of crimes of
which cocaine possession is one.

The legislation was sponsored by
Assemblyman Jerry Green (D-22,
Plainfield) and Assemblyman Jon
Bramnick (R-21, Westfield).

Ex-Bergen Improvement Auth.
Head Convicted of Fraud

Ronald O’Malley, the former chair-
man and commissioner of the Bergen
County Improvement Authority
(“BCIA”) and a principal in the
Ridgewood mortgage brokerage firm
Diversified Financial Group, d/b/a
Residential Mortgage Corporation
(“Residential Mortgage”), and Laura-
Jean Arvelo, a former Residential
Mortgage employee, both have pled
guilty in connection with a mortgage
fraud scheme at Residential Mortgage
that falsely claimed BCIA employ-
ment for numerous mortgage borrow-
ers, according to published reports.

New Guidance Head, Assis.
Principals in Place in WF

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — Some 6,300 pupils go
back to Westfield’s classrooms this
Wednesday, September 7, to start the new
school year, roughly the same enrollment
as last year. The school year opens with all
of the district’s 10 principals returning, as
well as all but two of the varsity coaches.
Also it was announced that Assistant Su-
perintendent for Curriculum, Instruction
and Programs, Anita O’Neal, is retiring
effective October 31 of this year.

During an interview with Superinten-
dent of Schools Margaret Dolan, she said
unlike last year, there are no significant
administration changes this year, although
two new assistant principals have joined
the district.

One area that has witnessed a great
deal of turnover the past few years is that
of the position of director of counseling.
Steven Macynski was hired prior to the
2008-2009 school year only to leave after
a year to move to Virginia where he is
privately employed as a counselor. He
was replaced by Scott White, who stayed
a year before resigning in 2009 and has
returned to Montclair High School. He
was replaced by Colleen White in July of
2009, but she resigned suddenly the fol-
lowing March. And then the district hired
Richard Charwin last summer. But he
resigned a few weeks ago to accept a
position in Hunterdon County.

In addition, Theodore Kozlik, assis-
tant superintendent of personnel services,
has retired after 24 years with the district.
He has been replaced by Michael
Weissman, who was previously director
of educational services for the Highland
Park school district in Middlesex County.

“He has experience in other districts.
He has a wealth of knowledge in the field
of special education especially,” Ms. Dolan
said. “He is skilled at utilizing technology
to analyze and make programs better.”
She said the district has had “continuity in
our administrator positions.” “That’s what
we are used to,” she said. “So when we do
have any change, everybody pays atten-
tion because we are used to continuity, we
are used to longevity. We are used to
commitment to the district.”

“I will be making a recommendation to
the board for how we’ll go forward (with
the position),” the superintendent said.

In addition, Maureen Mazzarese has
been promoted to coordinator of K-12
counseling at the high school.

The two new assistant principals are
David Duelks, who was promoted from
teacher to assistant principal at Edison In-
termediate School, and Scott Lipson, who
was hired at Franklin Elementary School to
replace David Heller, who has retired.

All fall varsity coaches will be return-
ing, said Lorre Korecky, community re-
lations coordinator for the district. She
said the school board is expected to vote
to hire new coaches for the spring for
boys’ basketball and ice hockey, replac-
ing Kevin Everly and Brendon Hickey,
respectively. Mr. Hickey was removed as
a coach following his arrest on charges of
marijuana possession in February, while
Mr. Everly was dismissed as basketball
coach. The BOE is set to vote to hire
Daryl Palmieri, a former Millburn High
School varsity basketball and grade 8
baseball coach, as basketball coach. Sean
Cromarty is set to join the district as the
new ice hockey coach.

“The Supervisor of Athletics (Sandra
Mamary) has done a significant amount
of interviewing and has candidates for

both positions whom she plans to recom-
mend to the board at the (Tuesday) Sep-
tember 13 meeting,” Mrs. Korecky said
in a follow-up interview. Over 600 stu-
dents will compete in fall athletics, Mrs.
Korecky added.

The student athletic fee, which raised
$200,000 in revenue last year, account-
ing for 15 percent of costs associated
with student activities, is still in place.
Fees are $125 for sports, dramas and
musicals for intermediate- and high-
school students and $60 for all other
extracurricular activities. Ms. Dolan said
students whose parents cannot afford the
fees will be allowed to compete but must
tell a coach, principal or head of the
activity and arrangements will be made
for community members, who are assist-
ing the district, to pay those fees.

With an increase in state aid this sum-
mer to over $2 million, up from $450,000
a year ago, the superintendent said the
district has been able to “reverse” some
of the 54 positions that were eliminated
the past two years. In addition to the
intermediate schools counselor, she said
a librarian has been returned to the inter-
mediate level.

Also, the district is recommitting funds
to technology for new computers at a lab
at Westfield High School. She said the
technology committee of the Parent-
Teacher Committee (PTC) has been work-
ing “to coordinate efforts to help us up-
date our technology in our schools.” She
said most of the parents on the committee
have a background in technology and
will share their expertise with the district.

In terms of curriculum changes, 15 re-
vised courses are in place for the new
school year in social studies, practical arts,
fine arts and science, with more revisions
coming during the course of the year.

Another aspect being implemented is the
district’s anti-bullying policy per new state
regulations. Ms. Dolan said “it is a small
percentage of students who do bullying, it
is a small percentage of students who are
bullied; it’s a large percentage of students
and people who are bystanders and who see
it happen and they don’t do anything.”

“We have been working with our stu-
dents on that (by telling them) ‘don’t be a
bystander, be an upstander. Stand up for
what you know is right. It’s an important
lesson for both students and adults,” Ms.
Dolan said. “Stand up and do what you can
to make it stop. That’s a part of our train-
ing, both for adults and for students.”

She said guidance counselors have been
presenting lessons to students. Books
addressing bullying for younger children
are being utilized in the classroom. As-
sembly programs, such as Ryan’s Story,
have been used at the intermediate level.
She said school principals have been
working with the parent-teacher organi-
zations to develop “other effective pro-
grams that help complement the other
work we are doing in the district.” Infor-
mation for parents is available at
westfieldnjk12.org/antibullying. In ad-
dition, she said “each incident has to be
investigated and appropriate (action) has
to be taken.” Each school has a trained
anti-bullying staff specialist.

The superintendent said the district is
continuing to pursue solar energy op-
tions to reduce energy costs. In addition,
she said energy conservation efforts, such
as turning off lights, computers and even
lights on vending machines, and install-
ing energy-efficient windows and main-
taining maximum efficiency on boilers,
has saved the district $1.4 million.

Prosecutor Says County
‘Poorly Executed’ MusicFest

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — Union County Pros-
ecutor Ted Romankow announced last
week that while his five-month investi-
gation of the operations of last year’s
MusicFest did not result in criminal
charges, the accounting of monies gen-
erated was “poorly executed” by the
county. The probe determined the event
cost the county $1.1 million, with most
of the off-setting revenue going to ven-
dors hired to run the event and book
performers.

The investigation was launched fol-
lowing an allegation by the Union
County Watchdog Association that
$250,000 in parking revenue may have
been missing. Attendees parking at the
Oak Ridge Park lots in Clark, where
MusicFest was held, were charged $10
per day.

The investigation revealed poor ac-
counting practices and oversight, from
vaguely written contracts with outside
firms running the event to lack of reli-
able parking receipts. Also, Mr.
Romankow was troubled by how county
employees were reimbursed by the
county for work, which was done at
times for non-profits hosting fund-rais-
ing events at MusicFest.

“It became evident during the inves-
tigation that while the intent to enter-
tain the public was admirable as was the
permission to permit certain charities
to pursue fundraising, the management
of the event, from the drafting of the
contracts to the accounting of monies,
was poorly executed by the County of
Union,” Mr. Romankow said in his let-
ter dated August 23 to Union County
Manager Al Faella. “An event of this
nature requires constant oversight in-
volvement by those in county govern-
ment who endorse it. It received nei-
ther. The use of public monies demands
much more than it received.”

While 80,000 attendees was the fig-
ure given for MusicFest attendance by
former Union County Manager George
Devanney, which also included a Union
County Fair and 5K walk-a-thon for
cancer research, “there is no way to
determine whether Devanney’s esti-
mate of attendance is accurate,” Mr.
Romankow said in his report.

Of the total $1.1 million cost to the
county for MusicFest, $240,000 was paid
to the Union County Performing Arts
Center (UCPAC), along with another
$233,000 raised by the county in corpo-
rate sponsorships. UCPAC’s costs were
$439,675, of which $384,069 was paid
in fees to musical agencies for MusicFest
performers. The county also paid This Is
It! Concept and Event Production (TIIP),
which managed and produced MusicFest,
$265,000; Across The River, LLC, a
consulting firm, $27,500; $19,200 for
weather insurance, and $200,000 in over-
time for Union County Police and other
law enforcement agencies working the
event.

According to the report, parking re-
ceipts were $46,833, of which $24,366
was given to USI Services, the parking
vendor for the event. The money, the
prosecutor said, was paid “directly with

cash proceeds from the parking rev-
enue” by TIIP. Strike Force Protective
Services, a private security firm hired
for MusicFest, and USI both “claimed
it was a balance due on their contract
with TIIP.”

“This amount was not included in the
profits reported to the county. This re-
sulted in TIIP retaining $24,281 which
should be reimbursed over to the county,”
the prosecutor said.

According to the report, a county-
supplied car-counting device utilized
by Strike Force “was rendered ineffec-
tive” as the county “did not maintain
records of the number of passes issued.”
In addition, some cars were incorrectly
counted twice, both when entering and
exiting the lots.

The county prosecutor recommended
that the county establish “standard busi-
ness practices for large-scale
parking…to ensure accurate recorda-
tion of vehicles entering the paid park-
ing areas and fees collected in connec-
tion with the parking.”

Other revenue generated from a “beer
garden” tent, amounting to receipts of
$37,507, was collected by county em-
ployees for the charity Love, Hope,
Strength Foundation (LHS). The money
was taken to the county administration
building in Elizabeth and placed in a
safe in the finance department before
being deposited in the LHS’ Union
County Chapter bank account. “These
deposits were made incrementally by
George Devanney,” according to the
prosecutor’s investigation.

“This money was then deposited in
the Union County Chapter of LHS bank
account. When questioned as to the rea-
son behind this method of deposit,
Devanney informed investigators that he
did this as a safety precaution because he
was not comfortable carrying large
amounts of cash at one time,” Mr.
Romankow said. In addition, LHS en-
gaged in a 50/50 raffle and a walk-a-
thon to raise money for The Valerie
Fund. While the 50/50 raffle generated
$4,618, “there are no records to verify
the amount” raised for the walk-a-thon.

The prosecutor recommended that
county employees no longer handle funds
raised for charities and that non-profits
be made responsible for the funds from
collecting them to depositing them in the
bank. Mr. Romankow said his office’s
efforts to verify expenditures “was ham-
pered by the lack of records” relating to
TIIP and the UCPAC, which booked
most of the talent except the headliners.
Per a request for receipts, invoices and
expenditures by the prosecutor’s office,
“It was discovered that the county never
requested these records from either en-
tity,” the prosecutor said.

At last week’s freeholder meeting,
Mr. Faella promised “a complete re-
view of all internal operations of
MusicFest.” He said some changes have
already been implemented.

FW Working to Help
Residents Without Power

FANWOOD  –  Mayor Colleen
Mahr met Tuesday with a representa-
tive from PSE&G and toured the parts
of our borough still without power.
As of Wednesday, there were still 300
residents in Fanwood without power.

Residents may call PSE&G’s cus-
tomer service line for updates at 1-
800-436-PSEG.

To help residents cope with the
power outages, the Fanwood Presby-
terian Church and Temple Sholom,
located at Martine and Marian Av-
enues, are offering their facilities to
residents who would like to refriger-
ate food, cook meals or charge their
electronic devices. Residents should
enter through the Thrift Shop en-
trance on Marian Avenue.

The threat of falling trees, limbs
and power lines is still very real I the
borough, the Mayor said. Midway
Avenue and Westfield Road both re-
main closed as of Tuesday night be-
cause of power lines taken down by
falling trees. All residents are urged
to stay away from downed wires.

Fanwood’s brush removal pro-
gram is being moved up to Wednes-
day, August 31, and will continue
through Friday, September 9. It was
originally scheduled to start next
week.

 As always, brush and tree limbs
must be brought to the curb. Also,
the bulk waste removal program will
begin Monday, September 19 as
originally scheduled.

Scotch Plains Amending
Redevelopment Ordinance

SCOTCH PLAINS — As part of
an overall settlement of the two
pending lawsuits with the
Shackamaxon Golf and Country
Club against the Township of Scotch
Plains and its Planning Board, the
township council will be consider-
ing the introduction of an ordinance
to amend the previously approved
Redevelopment Plan (the “Plan
Amendment”) to allow up to 60
age-restricted market rate units on
a 12-acre parcel of the
Shackamaxon property where the
tennis courts and pool facilities cur-
rently are situated, the township
announced in a press release on
Tuesday.

The plan amendment ordinance
will be introduced at a special coun-
cil business meeting on Tuesday,
September 6 at 8:30 p.m. in the
Council Chambers of the Township
Municipal Building. This meeting
will follow the council’s regular
conference meeting, which starts at
7 p.m. at the same location.

The plan amendment calls for the
golf course portion of the
Shackamaxon Golf and Country
Club to be perpetually deed re-
stricted for golf course use. Con-
struction of the 60 age-restricted
units is contingent upon access to
the development being from Lam-
berts Mill Road and not through

Shackamaxon Drive or any other
interior roadway. The plan amend-
ment also requires a contribution to
the township’s business improve-
ment district to assist in the revital-
ization of the downtown as well as
a contribution to the township’s af-
fordable housing trust fund.

 The plan amendment ordinance
will be referred to the planning
board, once introduced, for a Mas-
ter Plan consistency determination.
The planning board will convene a
special meeting on Monday, Sep-
tember 12, starting at 7:30 p.m. for
that purpose.

 A special public input forum on
the plan amendment will be held at
the municipal building, Council
Chambers, on Thursday, Septem-
ber 15 from 8 to 9 p.m.

 A public hearing to consider the
final adoption of the plan amend-
ment ordinance is scheduled for
Tuesday, September 20 in the Coun-
cil Chambers during its regular busi-
ness meeting starting at 7 p.m.

Back to School Nights
SCOTCH PLAINS — Scotch

Plains-Fanwood Schol District Back-
to- School Nights are scheduled as
follows: Elementary Schools, Octo-
ber 6; Middle Schools, September
27, and SPFHS, October 5.

See it all on the Web!
www.goleader.com


