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David B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
A RIVER RUNS THROUGH IT…The Riverside Inn in Cranford takes the brunt of the floodwaters that raged down
Springfield Avenue onto North Avenue on August 28 after Hurricane Irene’s wrath. Vast areas of Cranford were under water,
including Brookside Avenue near the high school, Holley Street near Garwood, Springfield Avenue and Nomahegan Park.

Jonathan O’Hea for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
LISTENING TO THE PLIGHT...State and Federal officials see and hear first-
hand details of the flooding disaster in Cranford on Tuesday. Pictured, left to
right, are: State Sen. Tom Kean, Jr., Senator Frank Lautenberg, Congressman
Leonard Lance and Cranford Mayor Dan Aschenbach.

Jonathan O’Hea for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
KNOCKED OUT...The PSE&G electric substation in Cranford that services
much of the power grid for the region from Cranford to Fanwood was under
about     10 feet of water on Monday. Officials report that repairing this extensive
damage is key to restoring full power to the area.

Tom Fortunato for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
IRENE’S TOLL...Trees crashed throughout the township, knocking out power,
due to the wrath of Hurricane Irene last weekend.

Residents Getting Power Back,
Pumping Basements After ‘Irene’

By LAUREN BARR and PAUL PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

AREA — Hurricane Irene came in
as a category one storm on Saturday
evening and left behind a trail of
flooding, downed trees and power
outages before leaving the area on
Sunday afternoon.

Union County Public Information
Officer Sebastian D’Elia said that
road closures were “too numerous to
even list on our website.” The Union
County Office of Emergency Man-
agement (OEM) was assisting in
multiple towns, including Cranford
and Kenilworth, with evacuations and

pumping out water. Monday saw all
county parks and services closed or
suspended, including closure of the
Union County Courthouse. Accord-
ing to Mr. D’Elia, no serious injuries
or fatalities were reported.

The Ruotolo Building in Elizabeth,
which houses the Prosecutor’s Of-
fice, experienced flooding in the el-
evator shaft, and water was pumped
out. Runnells Specialized Hospital in
Berkeley Heights operated on gener-
ated power for several hours before
electricity was restored.

Westfield Town Hall and the po-
lice department were running on gen-
erator power on Monday and power
was returned on Tuesday. The police
department responded to 422 emer-
gency calls, including four car acci-
dents, 26 medical emergencies, 60
down trees and 39 down wires. Ac-
cording to Police Chief John
Parizeau, the report does not include
calls initiated by police and fire de-
partment employees who stopped to
aid residents or areas they witnessed
in need.

Westfield Fire Chief Dan Kelly, the
town’s emergency management co-
ordinator, reported the town had re-
ceived 800 emergency calls. He said
widespread flooding, including over
500 businesses and homes, were re-

ported in town.
“My staff and personnel could not

have performed better during this
storm. This goes for the fire depart-
ment as well as the Department of
Public Works (DPW). I am extremely
proud of their dedication during Irene.
I have received nothing but thanks
and praise from our residents as well
on the help they have received from
our Emergency Services,” Chief
Parizeau told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times who was still in his
office on Monday morning, having
arrived there at midnight on Friday.

On Monday morning power re-

mained out at several traffic lights in
Westfield, causing them to be staffed
by police officers. However, power
was restored to downtown Westfield
late Monday afternoon, including
power to The Times office.

Ninety percent of the north side of
town lost electric power, with “spo-
radic” outages reported on the south
side. The chief said power outages
made residential flooding more se-
vere as sump pumps were unusable
for homes without generators.

Chief Kelly said PSE&G antici-
pated that all but 5 percent of the
town would have power restored by
yesterday (August 31). He said the
power grid that includes the Westfield
Memorial Library on East Broad
Street and surrounding neighbor-
hoods is connected to a transformer
located near the Cranford Train Sta-
tion on South Avenue, which was
under water.

Chief Kelly said four homes in
town were declared unlivable, with
three families staying with friends
and one relocated to the regional shel-
ter in Clark.

Town Administrator Jim Glidea
said the town hoped to have its con-
servation center open by yesterday.
The center is located on Lamberts
Mill Road, which sustained heavy

storm damage with down trees and
power lines.

Mayor Andy Skibitsky said the
town’s Conservation Center on Lam-
berts Mill Road “will be opened as
soon as possible.” “We plan on open-
ing it for an extended period of time
for all residents to bring their organic
storm debris. Access to the Center
has been blocked due to trees leaning
on power lines overhanging Lam-
berts Mill Road. As soon as PSE&G
resolves the situation, we will post a
notice as to what days and hours the
Center will be open.” The center will
be open 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Thursday
and Friday and from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
this weekend.

A town-wide curbside cleanup will
also be scheduled once the DPW has
completed its cleanup of debris block-
ing Westfield roads.

In an effort to assist its neighbor
Cranford, Westfield will host
Cranford Municipal Court as the
Cranford Town Hall was flooded out.
Also, Westfield’s dispatch center is
handling all 9-1-1 Cranford calls.

Mayor Skitbitsky released a state-
ment on the storm on Tuesday. “As of
Monday, PSE&G had made signifi-
cant progress in restoring power to
many Westfield residents. The town’s
Department of Public Works had also
made considerable progress in re-
moving the trees that PSE&G has
secured by removing the entangled
power lines.

“According to the latest informa-
tion from PSE&G, ‘The storm is
the worst in the company’s history
in terms of outages. In addition to
downed trees and wires, flooding
has posed a major restoration chal-
lenge, especially in…Union
County. [PSE&G] employees are
drying and cleaning flooded sub-
stations so they can put circuits
from those stations back on line
and restore customers.’

“I am sympathetic to the difficul-
ties those residents who have been
without power since the storm are
facing. We are doing our best to ad-
vocate for you as we deal with the
many challenges in the aftermath of
Hurricane Irene. We remain in regu-
lar contact with our state representa-
tives and PSE&G to make sure that
everything that can be done to expe-
dite the restoration of power is being
done. Further, I will be participating
in a conference call with Governor
Christie later this (Tuesday) evening,”
Mayor Skibitsky stated.

“I want to thank all the residents who
have been exhibiting extraordinary
patience and calm during this chal-
lenging time,” Mayor Skibitsky added.

Scotch Plains Township Adminis-
trator Chris Marion told The Times that
five residents of Bayberry Village were
evacuated during the height of the storm,
and that the police department, town
hall and TV35 were all without power.
Route 22 flooded across all four lanes
near Martine Avenue, but was reopened
on Sunday night.

Mr. Marion said it was “a good
effort on the part of everybody,” cred-
iting the police, fire, DPW, Office of
Emergency Management (OEM), res-
cue squad and town officials in deal-
ing with the storm. Mr. Marion told
The Times, “clean up continues” and
some roads remain closed, including
parts of Rahway, Coles, William,
Aberdeen and Lamberts Mill Road.
He also said that township OEM
Coordinator Paul Malool is already
putting together a damage assess-
ment report so that the township will
be ready to apply for any funding that
may be available.

Scotch Plains Mayor Nancy Malool
reported 1,500 homes were still with-
out power as of Tuesday afternoon.
Those said homes were also powered
by the Cranford transformer. She said
PSE&G hopes to have power back to
these homes by Saturday at the latest.

“Overall, we were as lucky as we
can be,” Mayor Malool said, noting
the significant damage in nearby
towns like Cranford and Manville.

“Hopefully, our lives will get back to
normal.”

The township will provide resi-
dents with a one-time special storm
branch and limb pickup. Residents
are required to have their items at
the curb by the morning of Tuesday,
September 6. No leaves or grass will
be collected.

Fanwood Police Chief Richard
Trigo said that 50 percent of the
borough was out of power, and 250
homes remained without power fol-
lowing some restoration on Monday
evening. Over 50 trees fell through-
out the borough, three of which fell
on homes. One home on Cray Ter-
race was severely damaged, causing
its residents to be evacuated to the
shelter at the Fanwood Rescue
Squad.

Several roads throughout the
Fanwood remain closed due to down
trees and wires, including sections
of Westfield Road, Marion Avenue,
Herbert Avenue and Midway. Chief
Trigo told The Times that Mayor
Colleen Mahr and Fanwood DPW
Director Clint Dicksen met with rep-
resentatives of PSE&G on Tuesday
to look at the areas still out of power
and that PSE&G is working to
expidite the restoration process.

Chief Trigo said that, “in the grand
scheme of things (Fanwood is) do-
ing a lot better than other towns.” He
credited the combined efforts of the
Fanwood Rescue Squad, fire depart-
ment, police, DPW, Mayor Mahr,
OEM and CERT teams, who all
started preparing for the storm on
Wednesday, with the borough’s suc-
cessful management of the storm.

Mayor Mahr told The Times she
was thankful that The Chelsea at
Fanwood, an assisted living facility,
and the borough’s business district
did not lose power.

The mayor said she was thankful
to all its residents after hearing sto-
ries of “neighbor helping neighbor.”

“It really made me proud with
how this town weathered the storm,”
Mayor Mahr said. Fanwood resi-
dents can leave their branches
curbside starting immediately, as the
borough will be out ahead of its
scheduled September 6 branch pick-
up.

Garwood Mayor Pat Quattrocci
reported that the underpass on Cen-
ter Street was closed following the
storm due to flood conditions and
that the North Avenue corridor and
borough hall were without power as
of Monday. However, she said that
the DPW was working hard to clean
up borough trees that had fallen, and
branch pick-up would be conducted
on Wednesday as scheduled.

In Mountainside, Mayor Paul
Mirabelli reported that initially half
of the borough was without power,
but that as of Tuesday night only
isolated homes and a section near
Wood Valley Road were still out but
expected to be back online by

Wednesday.
Mayor Mirabelli told The Times that

while he understood that PSE&G was
overwhelmed throughout the state, he
was “a little disappointed” the utility
was not more responsive in coming to
clear down power lines on Summit
Road, as it is the main access for many
towns to get to Overlook Hospital in
Summit. He said that the DPW did a
great job cleaning up fallen trees and
clearing catch basins to get the bor-
ough up and running again.

In Clark, flooding of the Pumpkin
Patch Brook, which leads to the
Rahway River, caused evacuation of

homes on Riverview Terrace, and a
car become submerged in water on
Oak Ridge Road. All of Clark’s road-
ways are now reopened with the ex-
ception of Madison Hill Road, which
is closed due to a sinkhole on the
bridge, which will have to be repaired
by Union County.

Flooding of the Rahway River also
caused extensive flooding and dam-
age in downtown Cranford. Residents
living in the flood zone were advised
of mandatory evacuation due to rising
waters on Saturday. The river breached
the dikes on Riverside Drive Sunday
afternoon.

County Advises Residents on
FEMA Assistance Process

COUNTY – As Union County be-
gins to recover from the damage left
by Hurricane Irene, many residents
are asking how they can request and
receive assistance from the Federal
Emergency Management Adminis-
tration (FEMA).

In order for a state, county, town-
ship or resident to receive funding
from FEMA, a Federal Disaster Dec-
laration must be issued from FEMA.
A Federal Disaster Declaration can
only be declared once the Governor
submits an official disaster request to
FEMA; this request must include the
estimated cost of the damages.

Those who have already started to
clean up the damage should docu-
ment  repairs by saving all receipts,
quotes, estimates, etc. of any work
done, as this documentation may be
needed in the future by FEMA to file
potential claims.

 Over the next several days, local

officials will be preparing Prelimi-
nary Damage Assessment (PDA) re-
ports to document the damage done
in each municipality. Anyone who
sustained significant damage to their
home is asked to contact their local
Office of Emergency Management
(OEM). All municipal reports will be
compiled with the necessary docu-
ments and forwarded to the County
Office of Emergency Management
for review.  The county will submit a
preliminary damage assessment to
the State Police OEM. The Governor
will submit a single statewide assess-
ment to FEMA for consideration.  If
a federal disaster is declared, FEMA
will deploy damage assessment ex-
perts throughout the state to meet
with residents to review detailed in-
formation of the damage caused by
Irene.  For information, see fema.gov/
m e d i a / f a c t _ s h e e t s /
declaration_process.shtm.


