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HALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULARHALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULAR

^

Saturday, October 29, 2011 at 7pm   |   The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

This program is made 
possible in part by a 
HEART (History, Education, 
Arts Reaching Thousands) 
GRANT from the Union 
County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders

HALLOWEEN

COSTUME CONTESTS
+KIDS 14 AND UNDER + ADULTS

TOP PRIZE $200
WEAR YOUR COSTUME TO THE CONCERT

JUDGING AT INTERMISSION

Tickets: $25-$75
Students K-12: $12

Call: (908) 232-9400 or go to: 
www.westfieldsymphony.org

THE WESTFIELD FOUNDATIONTHE WESTFIELD FOUNDATION

Visit us on
Facebook

Wheelchair
Accessible

Free pre-concert lecture at 6pm

Funding has been made 
possible in part through 
a grant by the New Jersey 
State Council on the Arts/ 
Department of State, a 
partner agency of the 
National Endowment for 
the Arts.

Local Playwright’s Three Little Pigs
Sets the Record Straight

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY – “I thought it
was a cool name and kind of funny,”
said Union County resident Gary
Cohen of his latest children’s musi-
cal, Three Little Pigs in a Blanket that
finished a 10-performance run at
Plays in the Park in Roosevelt Park
last weekend. “I sat with that title and
the concept of the show for about a
year,” he said, “and found the idea of
combining the famous fairy tale with
hors d’oeuvres amusing.”

Mr. Cohen’s new children’s tale is
told by the character B.B. Wolf (Billy
Bob, not Big Bad), who claims to be
a vegan. This wolf feels he has been
maligned and needs to set the story
straight about his role in “The Boy
Who Cried Wolf,” “Little Red Riding
Hood” and “The Three Little Pigs.”
As narrator of the children’s musical,
the wolf explains that a misguided
media has an ax to grind, and he’s
become the fall guy in all the stories.

Not his first musical show for chil-
dren, artistic director of Plays in the
Park Cohen penned The Reluctant

Dragon and A High School Monster
Musical, both with music by Mark
Baron. When Mr. Cohen approached
Mr. Baron about doing the music for
this show, Mr. Baron was, according
to the show’s playbill, “stuck in Eu-
rope on tour without a piano.”

Thus, Mr. Cohen’s collaborator
for this musical, Warren Helms,
came on board with the project,
writing the music in a mere two
weeks. “I had something scheduled
and knew I had to write one song a
day if I was going to bring Gary’s
program to completion in the two-
week timeframe I had,” Mr. Helms
said at the noon performance last
Saturday. “I needed to write the
songs to his lyrics and also lay down
the tracks for the performers. It was
more than a little stressful.”

Some song-writing teams spend
time deliberating over measures of
music, time signatures or rhythmic
choices, but according to Helms, he
had free reign with the music.
“Gary’s awfully easy to work with.
He gave me the lyrics, and I wrote
the songs as I heard them, fitting his

rhymes and lyrics into a logical
pattern.”

Both collaborators said the req-
uisite “tweaking” occurs for every
show. “Once the actors are in re-
hearsals, there are a few tweaks
here and there,” Mr. Cohen said.
“And when we first get an audi-
ence, more adjustments are always
made.”

In fact, songwriter Helms said
the first number of the second act
needed to be cut. The song “What is
a Fairy Tale?” sung by B.B. Wolf
was pulled for various reasons. “We
saw that the kids wanted to come
back after intermission and see those
cute pigs,” he explained. “They
seemed to get antsy waiting for them
to appear, so it was cut.”

The pig trio of Golde, Moishe
and Essie has a great time prancing
up a storm to choreographer
Michelle Massa’s exciting dances.

The real story, according to Mr.
Wolf, is that the pigs, renters of his
three houses, want to pull a swindle
on an insurance company by blam-
ing him as the culprit of the disaster
when two of the three buildings are
razed.

Ask any of the adults in the audi-
ence at the performances, and they
would have to agree with Mr. Helms,
who told his friends, “I really think
Gary writes these shows for the
adults.” Clever lyrics in songs like
“Grandma’s a Hypochondriac” in
the “Little Red Riding Hood” tale,
and “The Eleven O’clock Number”
near the end of the show, are defi-
nitely directed to what Mr. Cohen
calls “ the big kids” in the audience
even though Mr. Cohen says his
target age is 5 to 10-year-olds.

As with all fairy tales, there’s a
message in Three Little Pigs in a Blan-
ket. This one, hammered home by the
wolf in his number “Don’t Judge a
Wolf by his Fur,” is “Even though
things might not look that great on the
outside, it’s what’s inside that counts.”
And just in case the kids did not get the
message, the wolf reiterates by setting
the record straight in his last line:
“Wolves are really good guys.”

Westfield’s Transit Radio Blows the
Speakers at Starland in Battle of The Bands

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SAYREVILLE — When Hurricane
Irene hit in September, it devastated
much of New Jersey, wrecking homes
and business across the state. But it
only had the power to delay rock, as
Starland Ballroom hosted the resched-
uled finals of Jerseyshows’ “Battle of
the Bands,” which featured
Westfield’s own Transit Radio.

The show, designed to highlight
local bands, was originally sched-
uled for the weekend that Irene hit,
but the month-long wait did nothing
to temper Transit Radio. As the young-
est finalists (all members are around 14
years old) in Jerseyshows’ history, they
came with more then enough fire to
hold their own against bands like the
hard-rocking (and 30-plus) Sidewinder.

The band started with a strong mes-
sage, as singer/guitarist Colin Barry
asked the crowd if “all Transit Radio
fans could show their (day-glo) brace-
lets.” The dark arena then went
Technicolor, as almost all of the pa-
trons showed their bracelets and the
band launched into “Don’t Let Go,”
pushed by Barry and Julian Mone’s
guitars, and Connor Wynne’s steady
bass.

As the crowd showed its apprecia-
tion, drummer Mike Maguire started
the pounding beat of a special song
written just for the occasion, “The
Runaway.” A mix of Blink-182 and
Tom Petty’s “American Girl,” the song
was the catchiest of the night, with a
surging chorus and jangling punk gui-
tars. Transit then rode the positive
response into its older song, “I Can
Feel It Coming,” which Barry said had
been added to the set-list the previous
day.

But the band still had plenty of new

material left, as it debuted “Welcome
to Jersey,” which Barry began by ask-
ing the crowd, “Is anyone from Jersey?
(He claimed to be surprised by the
response)” The song was powerful, but
slightly too loud, as many lyrics were
lost in the mix (although the names of
several Jersey towns did make it in).

Transit then took a new direction
with “Untitled” (the title, Barry ex-
plained, was chosen because he is cre-
ative), an acoustic song with Mone
playing with a violin bow ala Jimmy
Page. The described “sad love song”
was full of emotion, which remained
even as the band exploded into the
electric coda. The band kept the
energy up with the Mone-sung
“Revelation of the Mind,” which

saw the young guitarist break two
strings on two guitars, but keep
playing.

Unfortunately, Transit Radio’s ef-
forts did not win the battle. But the
group took the decision in stride.
“We went up there to have fun; we
were happy to get as far as we did,”
Barry said. “Besides, we’re 14;
there’s still a lot for us to do.”

That includes the band recording
its first album in November, the con-
cept album entitled “Welcome to Jer-
sey.” The band describes the album as
“two wanderlust-filled teens driving
around Jersey together.”

In the meantime, Transit Radio is
just “looking forward to their bright
future.”

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLOWIN’THE SPEAKERS...Transit Radio performed in the finals of the Battle
of the Bands held recently at Starland Ballroom. The group, comprised of 14-
year-olds from Westfield, will be recording its first album in November.

Edison to Perform
The Witches

WESTFIELD – “Do you believe in
witches? I do not mean the witches that
wear silly black hats and cloaks, and
ride on broomsticks. But this is not a
fairy tale.” Such begins the amazing
book, “The Witches,” by Roald Dahl,
which will be brought to the stage by a
cast and crew of nearly 100 Edison
Intermediate School (EIS) students, No-
vember 3 through 5.

In his ninth fall drama at EIS, Michael
Altmann, who is also a drama and
public-speaking teacher, directs The
Witches with a cast of sixth, seventh
and eighth grade students, including
Emma Ohlig, Bri Litchholt, Celine
Fitzpatrick, Jake Lorenzo, Danielle
Gabuzda, as they present a chilling
legend promising to scare you, delight
you and make you think a little more
about the tales you were told as a child.

Performances are Friday, November
4, at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday, Novem-
ber 5, at 7:30 p.m. The Thursday mati-
nee is a special presentation for el-
ementary school students accompa-
nied by their parents, and senior citi-
zens, with tickets available at the door
for $5.

Purchase reserved seating tickets for
the evening performances in advance
at lunchtime and after school the week
of the show for $5 or for $9 the evening
of the performance. Edison Intermedi-
ate School is located at 800 Rahway
Avenue in Westfield.

WITCHES...The Witches, by Roald
Dahl, will be brought to the stage by a
cast and crew of nearly 100 Edison
Intermediate School students on No-
vember 3 through 5.

Photographs by Sherman
Feller on Exhibit at Pearl St.
ELIZABETH – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders will
present an exhibit of photographs by
Sherman Feller in the gallery space at
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, located at 633
Pearl Street in Elizabeth. A selection
of Feller’s photographs, entitled
“Doors and Windows around the
World,” is on display at the Pearl
Street Gallery until December 2. Gal-
lery hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
weekdays.

Born and raised in Queens, N.Y.,

Mr. Feller graduated from Queens
College of New York with a bachelor’s
degree in Chemistry. His interest in
photography started as a teenager in
New York City, using a Brownie cam-
era, reading photography magazines
and experimenting with darkroom
techniques. He shot photographs us-
ing medium format and 35 mm cam-
eras and gained darkroom experi-
ence in the U.S. Army. Later he uti-
lized microphotography and other
photographic processes in his career
as a chemist. Feller retired as an Ana-
lytical Chemist with Union Carbide
Corporation.

Since 2007, Feller has had many
solo exhibits: Scotch Plains Library,
Westfield Library, Les Malamut Art
Gallery in the Union Library, and
Kenilworth Library. As an active par-
ticipant in the Unique Vision Work-
shop (associated with New Jersey
Photography Forum), he displayed
over a dozen photographs in their
annual exhibits in the last seven years.
Feller’s photographs have been in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and
the Suburban News, on The New York
Times website, and he is a contract
photographer for the Patch.com
website.

Feller has 55 years of photography
experience using medium format and

35 mm cameras. Currently he works
with a Canon EOS Rebel T1i digital
camera, and Canon IP 4700 Photo
Printer. He has lived in Fanwood for
45 years, where he and his wife raised
their three children.

Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery space are
welcome to apply.

For more information about the
Pearl Street Gallery or to learn about
other programs and services please
contact the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, 633
Pearl Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202.
Telephone (908) 558-2550. NJ Re-
lay users dial 711. E-mail to:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Cochem, Germany by Sherman Feller

St. Maarten by Sherman Feller

Arts and Craft Fair at Westfield
Armory November 12-13

WESTFIELD – Buy handcrafted.
Buy American. Come to the Fall Fine
Art and Crafts at the Westfield Ar-
mory show to see the creations of 130
juried fine artists, photographers and
fine crafters.

Presented by Rose Squared Pro-
ductions, Inc., Fall Fine Art and Crafts

at the Westfield Armory Show, 500
Rahway Avenue in Westfield, takes
place on November 12-13, from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday and from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

The public can go to
rosesquared.com for discount cou-
pons, show details and directions.

OINK OINK…In the original children’s musical Three Little Pigs in a Blanket, with
book and lyrics by Gary Cohen and music by Warren Helms, Michael Restaino
plays Moishe, Heather Welsh is Golde and Marissa Ur is Essie, the three oinkers
who are, in this twisted fairy tale’s version, trying to hoodwink a wolf out of his
rental property. At the Plays in the Park’s indoors production of this clever show,
Jack Cibrian played the wolf who retold time-worn tales from his point of view.


