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Raider Soccer Boys Muzzle Bulldogs in UCT, 2-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Blue Devil Boys Edge Elizabeth Minutemen, 2-1
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Travis, and I run in behind him. He’s
usually able to beat a guy or he puts it
back to me, and I can get a cross,”
Leischner explained.

“Sometimes we play what we call
a short corner to mix things up a little

bit. You don’t always have to bang it
in the box. We have been a little
successful with it,” coach Breznitsky
said.

“It hit on my shoulder. It was just a
normal short corner. Travis decided
to pass the ball to Andrew. Andrew
sent in a great cross left-footed. I just
happened to be there,” Zazzali ex-
plained.

The Raiders added a few more vi-
cious headers in the half, and junior
co-captain Colin Stripling lined a
wicked shot that the goalie deflected
over the crossbar.

“We had some opportunities that

could have blown it open. Their keeper
made a great save on the one header,
and we missed a couple of open head-
ers,” Coach Breznitsky said.

Later in the first half and through-
out the second half, Leischner
switched to the long corner kicks.

We just wanted to make sure the
balls got in the second half to try and
get that second goal,” Leischner said.

the first half, the 8-5-1 Blue Devils
out-shot the Minutemen, 4-2, and took
three corner kicks to Elizabeth’s one.
But the Blue Devil reserves contin-
ued to showcase their talent in the
second half. Ten minutes into the
half, freshman midfielder Mike
Prosuk hooked a shot toward the goal
from 25 yards on the right side. The
Elizabeth goalie charged toward the
ball, but it bounced past him and into
the net, making the score, 2-1.

“Mike scored a great goal. We have
been playing him in the midfield and
we gave him a little time at striker. He
may play himself into the lineup. We
will see,” Coach Kapner said.

But it was not just the offensive
punch of the Blue Devil reserves,
which matched the Minutemen, 3-3,
in the half in shots on goal. The de-
fense handled itself very well dealing
with the six corner kicks that the
Minutemen took. Blue Devil keeper
Justin Coelho intercepted the
Minutemen’s third corner kick into
the box, and the defensive backs de-
flected the others out of harm’s way.

“They threw their bodies in. Very
hard! Very proud of them,” com-
mented Coach Kapner.

Additionally, John Dedea, Leo

Ohaus, Eric Saunders, Noah
Rosenberg and Yomb Gilchrist were
involved in numerous steals to turn
the flow of the ball back towards
Minuteman turf.

“We have been saying all year we
really are 24 kids deep. You just can’t

play everybody all the time. Had that
been our team all year, we still would
have been a very credible team,”
Coach Kapner said. “Getting a win
was a great thing, but getting it with
every kid on the team getting a chance
to play was special.”
Elizabeth 1 0 1
Westfield 1 1 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLENTY OF ACTION ON A CORNER KICK…Blue Devils Zach Shiel, No. 24, Max Marchiano, No. 9, and Ben Fine, No.
11, make sure that an Elizabeth attacker does not get a good shot after a corner kick.

High team scores and outstanding
performances from Westfield,
Cranford and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
highlighted the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) gymnastic champion-
ships held at Westfield High School
on October 21.

In the end, the Blue Devils upped
their season-high team total by nearly
two points to nip the Cougars, 109.15-
109.05, to earn their sixth consecu-
tive UCT crown. The Cougars’ total
set a school record. The Raiders placed
third with a team total of 104.85,
followed by the Union Catholic Vi-
kings at 98, the Union Farmers at
90.525, AL Johnson at 87.25, Eliza-
beth at 59.45, Dayton at 57.55 and the

Summit Hilltoppers (one competi-
tor) at 34.675.

The Cranford Cougars, who had
previously defeated the Blue Devils in
a duel meet and in the Cougar Classic,
had a repeat all-around champion in
senior MaryKate Walch, who had a
total of 37.4. Blue Devil Abby Cook
took second with an all-around total of
37.275. Cougar Alexandra Puryear
took third at 37.250, followed by Vi-
king Nicole Pietrapertosa at 36.225,
Raider Alex Peluso at 36.15 and
Johnson’s Bianca Briscese at 35.625.

Puryear took top honors on the
vault with a 9.5, followed by
Pietrapertosa at 9.475, Walch at 9.425,
Peluso at 9.3, Blue Devil freshman

Jenna Rizkalla at 9.2 and Raider Kacie
Bumiller at 9.175.

Walch won the uneven bar event
with a 9.525. Cook was second at 9.3,
while Hilltopper Christin Martin and
Puryear tied for third at 9.175, fol-
lowed by Pietrapertosa at 8.7, Blue
Devil freshman Mae Devin at 8.525
and Blue Devil junior Lindsay
Ripperger at 8.5.

Ripperger placed first on the un-
even bars with a 9.5, followed by
Peluso at 9.475, Cook at 9.45, Puryear
at 9.275, Pietrapertosa at 9.25 and
Walch at 9.05. Briscese took first on
the floor exercise with a 9.5, followed
by Cook at 9.425, Walch at 9.4,
Puryear at 9.3, Blue Devil freshman

Hannah Goldring at 9.2 and Cougar
Emily Grable at 9.175.

Cook also scored a 9.1 on the vault,
Hannah Goldring had an 8.95 and
Blue Devil Kelly Vasel had an 8.45.
Rizkalla scored an 8.1 on the unevens.
Blue Devil senior Sara Shields scored
an 8.4 on the beam and a 9.1 on the
floor. Vasel had a 9.05 on the floor.

TOP THREE BY EVENT:
Vault: 1. SP-F (27.55), 2. Cranford
(27.475), 3. Westfield (27.15)
Uevens: 1. Cranford (26.85), 2.
Westfield (26.325), 3. SP-F (25.025)
Beam: 1. Westfield (27.95), 2.
Cranford (26.85), 3. SP-F (25.9)
Floor: 1. Cranford (27.875), 2.
Westfield (27.725), 3. SP-F (26.375)

Blue Devil Gymnasts Defend UCT Crown, Nip Cougars

Probitas Verus Honos

The second goal did come, but it
did take a while when McKenna
caught the Bulldog goalkeeper a little
out of position and drilled a shot into
the left corner with 12:09 remaining.

“Once we got that second one,

which unfortunately took longer than
I would have liked, the whole thing
changed,” Coach Breznitsky said.

The Bulldogs kept coming, how-
ever, in the final 10 minutes and pres-
sured the Raider defense but without
really getting a shot straight at the
goal.

“They played well! They came out
flying. They had a couple of skilled
players. That kind of caught us by
surprise,” Leischner said.

“Dayton was definitely one of the
better teams we played this year. They
were never a team to give up, and we
did well in matching their intensity,”
Zazzali said.
Dayton 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 1 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REDIRECTING THE BALL…Raider Christian Zazzali redirects the ball towards Bulldog territory in the UCT
quarterfinal game. Zazzali nudged in the first goal of the game.

Soccer Raiders Clock
Minutemen in UCT

The Raider boys soccer team shut
out Elizabeth, 3-0, in the semifinal
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment at Kean University in Union on
October 22 to advance to face Union
for the championship at Kean on Sun-
day night, October 30, at 7 p.m.

Andrew Leischner netted a goal
and two assists, and Colin Stripling
netted the other two goals.
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Jacqueline

“Jackie”

Waldman

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 10/30  1-5PM

WESTFIELD. Completely Renovated Colonial Home Boasts 4 Bedrooms, 4
Full Baths, Gourmet Kitchen with Granite, Master Bedroom with Spa Like Bath
and Finished Basement. Beautifully Appointed and Loaded with Amenities:
Hardwood Floors, Crown Molding, Custom Interior & Exterior Detailing, and
Quality Craftsmanship. Professionally landscaped, new driveway and new 1 car
garage. Convenient to Schools, Town, NYC Transportation and Across from the
Park & Pool. Directions: East Broad to North Scotch Plains Ave #310. $629,900.

Jacqueline

“Jackie”

Waldman

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 10/30  1-5PM

WESTFIELD. This 2 Family is just moments from town, schools, parks & NYC
transportation. The 1st floor unit features a Living Room with wood burning fireplace,
Dining Room, Eat-In-Kitchen, 3 Bedroom, 2 Baths and a full basement. The 2nd floor
unit features a Living Room, Kitchen with laundry, Bedroom, full bath and walk up attic.
Both units are in move-in condition. Hardwood floors, a detached one car garage, ample
closet storage and private back yard are just some of the highlights that complete this special
home. Directions: South Ave to Westfield Ave to First St to Trinity Pl #573. $539,000.

Donald

Ehrenbeck

MOUNTAINSIDE. Tastefully updated Custom 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Ranch
set on a large landscaped property on a quiet tree-lined street. This home features
hardwood and granite tile floors, custom cabinetry and sound system throughout,
a gourmet kitchen with top-of-the-line appliances, security system and basement
& attic storage. The heated & air conditioned garage is custom fitted with tile
floor and custom wood cabinetry. The underground sprinkler system has rain
sensors. Directions: Rt 22 West to Central Ave to Beech Ave #1226. $535,000.

Associate of the Month

COLONIAL SPLIT

WESTFIELD. This notable 4 BR, 3.5 Bath Colonial Split boasts the very
best of quality craftsmanship combined with many updates to suit today’s
lifestyle. The incredible 1st level Family Room features a brick wall and sliders
leading to the deck, the Living Room has a wood burning fireplace, the Formal
Dining Room has sliders leading to the deck and there is a 2nd level MBR as
well as a private master suite with bath on the 3rd level. All this set on a
spectacular 100x150 corner property on a tranquil tree-lined street. $749,000.

Andrew “Andy”

Weissman

Tatyana

Averbukh

EXPANDED RANCH

SCOTCH PLAINS. Price Reduction. 6 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Expanded
Ranch nestled in the Watchung Reservations. 1st floor Master Bedroom
with Bath and Walk-In closets, hardwood floors, updated Eat-In-
Kitchen with newer appliances, Formal Dining Room, wood burning
fireplaces in Living Room and Family Room. Finished, walkout basement,
Central Air and 2 car attached oversized garage. $549,000.

Frances

Bradley

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD.This breathtaking three years young Colonial is located
on a quiet circular street, nestled among similarly beautiful newer homes.
It boasts 5 Bedrooms, 3 Bath, a stunning gourmet kit with granite
countertops, SS appliances, a spacious master suite with fireplace, sitting
room and oversize walk in closet, and HW floors throughout. Beautiful
trim work and molding, tasteful décor, ample closet and storage space.
Convenient to schools, town and NYC transportation. $999,999.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 10/30  1-5PM

Vivian

Cortese Strano

Ebtsam “Sam”

Sayed

Susan Kantor

Bergenfeld


