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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

ZAZZALI SCORES IN 1ST HALF, McKENNA IN SECOND

Top Seed Raider Boys Muzzle
Bulldogs in UCT Soccer, 2-0

By Q.T. RAVEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore forward Christian
Zazzali nudged in a goal early in the
first half, and senior center forward
Ryan McKenna added another goal
late in the second half to give the top-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team a 2-0 vic-
tory over eighth-seeded Jonathan
Dayton in the quarterfinal round of
the Union County Tournament in
Scotch Plains on October 19.

The No. 8 ranked, 13-2 Raiders
maintained the lion’s share of the
offense over the 11-2-1 Bulldogs

throughout the game, especially in
the first half where they got off five
meaningful shots on goal and took
five corner kicks. By game’s end, the
Raiders out-shot the Bulldogs, 8-0
(meaningful shots), and finished with
eight corner kicks.

The Bulldogs’ strong points seemed
to come with their defense that man-
aged to thwart several Raider
offensives.

“It wasn’t really ever in question.
Other than some balls bouncing in
free, I’m not sure Vinny [Bianco –
Raider goalkeeper] actually had to
make a save,” Raider Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky said. “When it comes
to county tournament time, every-
body is going to raise their game a
notch. You are talking about a team,

although it is a smaller school, that
came in with a 12-1-1 record. We
thought that they were a little predict-
able with some of the players that
they had. So we just concentrated on
that to a degree.”

Early in the game, junior midfielder
Andrew Leischner used the strategy
of tapping short corner kicks out to
senior center forward Travis Cortes,
who would take the option of moving
the ball toward the box or shuffling it
back to Leischner, who would cross
to the box. On the second corner
kick, that strategy worked when
Zazzali attacked the box and nudged
in a goal with less than seven minutes
off the clock.

“I was just trying to go short to

Happy Halloween!

SMITH NETS GOAL IN 1ST HALF, PROSUK ONE IN 2ND

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Edge
Elizabeth Minutemen, 2-1
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tamaques Elementary School Field
presented the opportunity for two
teams that mostly have been playing
their games on turf fields to test their
skills on real grass on October 20 in
Westfield.

Also, due to situations, the Eliza-
beth Minutemen, who were to com-
pete in the Union County Tournament
(UCT) semifinals on October 22, and
the Westfield Blue Devils, who were
recently knocked out of the UCT by
New Providence, utilized most of the
time to play their reserves. The result

was a 2-1, Blue Devil victory.
“We’ve been telling the boys that

this was going to happen no matter
what the situation was. Had we been
able to move on in the counties, we
were going to do this, and if we lost
the counties, we were going to do
this,” Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner explained.

Two minutes into the game, the 9-
5-1 Minutemen scored when Kevin
Olaya slipped past a defender and
slid a left-to-right shot into the right
corner. Ten minutes later, Blue Devil
junior forward Henry Smith launched
a shot from about 30-yards out on the

left side that got past Minuteman
goalkeeper Carlos Rodriguez to knot
the score. From that point, in came
both teams’ reserves.

“There’s a bunch of guys who were
training all year and haven’t had a lot
of chances to play, so we worked on
the starting team getting off to a good
start, which we didn’t have against
New Providence. They knew going
in they were going to have 15 min-
utes, then everybody who has not
played a lot got to play the rest of the
game and played very, very well.”

Very well they did! By the end of
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Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A LITTLE PUSHING AND TUGGING…Raider Andrew Leschner, left, extends his arm, while a Dayton defender tugs on
his shirt in the Union County Tournament quarterfinal game at Scotch Plains on October 19.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO GIVE IT THE BOOT…Blue Devil Noah Rosenberg, No. 2, and an Elizabeth Minuteman have intentions of
giving the ball the boot at Tamaques School Field in Westfield on October 20.

O’ROURKE, MITCHELL, DUGAN NET TDs; GRIBBIN FG

Blue Devils Roll Early, Rout
Rahway Footballers, 24-0

By GHOSTWRITER BLAIR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heart, fire and desire on the part of
the undersized Westfield High School
football team’s defense saw to it that
the visiting Rahway Indians with their
high-powered running attack never
reached the end zone at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on October 22.

That heart, fire and desire also

blazed early with the 5-1 Blue Dev-
ils’ offense that scored three touch-
downs in the first half and added Jon
Gribbin’s 26-yard field goal in the
second half to earn a 24-0 victory.

That heart, fire and desire extin-
guished any concerns of the affects
of the bye week.

“You are always a little nervous,
coming off an off-week, but the kids

really responded. We have a mature
senior team, so they understand how
important these games are down the
stretch,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jim
DeSarno said.

The Blue Devils’ defense held the
3-3 Indians to 71 rushing yards in the
first half and yielded only 30 more in
the second half. Quarterback Hakeem
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING WITH HEART, FIRE AND DESIRE…Blue Devil flanker Peter Ondi, No. 27, had six receptions for 79 yards
against the Rahway Indians in Westfield on October 22. The Blue Devils won, 24-0.


