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We’re on the move!
Haven Savings Bank has relocated
to 184 Elm Street, Westfield. 
(From 128 Elm Street)

Enter our “On The Move” 
Weekly Sweepstakes 
to WIN an iPad2!

Six Weekly 
Drawings for 
Apple® iPad2

16G Wi-Fi

Rules and Regulations available at the branch.  No purchase necessary.  Only one prize per winner will be awarded.  
A 1099 statement for federal tax purposes will be issued.

• FREE Checking! 

• FREE Online Banking!

• FREE Bill Pay!

• FREE Direct Deposit!

• FREE Debit MasterCard® that can be used as 
  a surcharge-free ATM card at over 43,000 
  AllPoint ATM locations.

www.havenbank.com
908-518-9800

Download a QR code reader 
to your mobile phone and 
scan for more information 
and rates.

Equal Housing Lender
Equal Opportunity Lender

DEPOSITS INSURED UP TO 
$250,000 BY THE FDIC

Great CD and Savings Rates!
Stop By or Call for Current Rates

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Parent Volunteers Vital to
Success of Westfield Schools
WESTFIELD – The Parent-

Teacher Council (PTC) of the
Westfield Public Schools is fully
established for the 2011-12 school
year. The PTC, led by President
Cathy Kattak, is an umbrella organi-
zation of all 10 schools’ parent-
teacher-student organizations, meet-
ing twice a month to share ideas,
interests and news about each school.

One meeting is attended by the
presidents of each school’s PTO, PTA,
or PTSO, and one with their repre-
sentatives. Parents also volunteer to
join committees on the PTC, such as
Budget Task Force, Special Educa-
tion, Scholarship, and others. Regu-
lar participants at the PTC meetings
are Superintendent Margaret Dolan
and a Board of Education represen-
tative. Topics such as school poli-
cies, district budget, student achieve-
ment and PTO initiated student and
fundraising activities are discussed.

“Our regular meetings with the
PTO representatives and PTC board
provide an excellent vehicle for two-
way communication,” explained Dr.
Dolan. “At the PTC meetings, we
have the opportunity to hear both
the good news and the concerns of
our parents in our schools through
their representatives. At the same
time, the presidents learn what deci-

VOLUNTEERS…Attending a recent meeting of the Westfield Parent Teachers Council (PTC) are PTO presidents or PTO
board members, including: seated, left to right: Sandy Ciasco (Edison), Ruth Maloney (PTC Treasurer), Ellen Devin (PTC
Corresponding Secretary), Cathy Kattak (PTC President), Jessica Blessing (Recording Secretary), Kate Fleschler (Vice
President), and standing, left to right: Cindy Gallagher (Westfield High School), Donna Dwyer (Tamaques), Jenn Czarnecki
(Jefferson), Anne Wargo (Wilson), Paula McCauley (Tamaques), Toni Deis (Jefferson), Kim Manning (Roosevelt), Jill
Dispenza (Franklin), Marie Sloan (Roosevelt), Joelene Ritter (Lincoln), Bonnie Birkel (Franklin), Jenny Tananbaum
(McKinley), Dave Rogers (Edison), Dorothy Norris (Washington), and Monica Bergin (Washington). Missing from photo
are: Alissa Berger (Lincoln), Karen Peretz (McKinley), and Kate Herz (Wilson).

sions are being made or considered
by the Board of Education. It’s a
very helpful process for all con-
cerned. We are so fortunate in this
district to have so many dedicated
volunteers.”

Handsome Homes, Savory
Samplings Highlight Kitchen Tour

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — What differenti-
ates the annual Hearth & Home Kitchen
Tour from similar events is the fact that
visitors not only stroll through some of
the area’s finest residences, but can do
so while sipping hot apple cider or
sampling savory appetizers from local
merchants. A fundraiser benefiting
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
(HTIS), last weekend’s tour featured
seven distinct homes in Westfield and
Mountainside.

Outwardly, the Shadowlawn Drive
residence presented as one of many
classic 1930’s colonials in its neighbor-
hood, but owner and builder Michael
Mroz of Michael Robert Construction
transformed the inside with a complete
renovation in 2011, including a 1200-
square-foot addition.

The voluminous new kitchen and
family room featured white cabinetry,
a mammoth Carrara marble-topped is-
land and open floor plan awash with
sunlight from multiple windows. Crown
moldings, pilasters and a bead board
ceiling lent traditional style while bold
carpets and sleek stainless steel added
modern flair.

A lifelong Westfield resident, Mr.
Mroz told The Westfield Leader and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times the chal-
lenges faced in updating older homes
include dealing with floors and walls
that aren’t level.His building partner,
Evan Siegel, “tightened the thermal
envelope” by adding insulation and
installing a high-efficiency heating and
cooling system in keeping with the NJ
Clean Energy Program.

Mr. and Mrs. Mroz personally
greeted guests, who could partake of a

hot bowl of chili and sample tortilla
chips and dips provided by Rosie’s
Wine Bar.

A much smaller renovation occurred
at the Mohawk Trail residence, where
interior designer Jill Kelly said the
homeowners had been unhappy with
the lackluster “builders’ grade”
cabinetry in the four-year-old home.

Ms. Kelly spent just a month trans-
forming the kitchen by refinishing the
formerly dark paneled cabinets with a
linen tone subtly highlighted by a choco-
late glaze. She also replaced a select
few cabinet doors with antique glass to
further brighten the space.

To accentuate the granite-topped is-
land, she added “new traditional” pen-
dant lighting. In the nearby living room,
she underscored the family’s heirloom
Waterford crystal chandelier with a
magnificent wallpaper medallion. “A
small budget can still make a big trans-
formation,” Ms. Kelly said, as guests
sipped mulled cider provided by the
Savory Spice Shop.

The newly constructed home on
Sinclair Place was a far cry from a
“McMansion.” Homeowner Clarissa
Taylor of Taylor’d Homes said she
grew up in Westfield, so it was impor-
tant to her to build the dormered, tradi-
tional center hall colonial in proper
scale for its existing neighborhood.
She even carefully planned to ensure
windows did not directly face those of
neighboring residences, allocating pri-
vacy for all.

While she incorporated formal de-
tails such as layers of crown moldings
inside, the overall feeling of the decor
is welcoming and comfortable.  “We
use every single room every single
day,” Ms. Taylor explained. “We eat
dinner in the dining room, even if it’s
pizza.”

But desserts were the order of the
day, as Christina Bass from Sugar
Mamas offered visitors slices of
scrumptious rum bundt cake in the
kitchen, which featured lustrous maple
cabinetry and nickel hardware.

One of the highlights of the
Mountainview Drive home was a mag-
nificent 60-inch round dining table.
The homeowners’ travels in Charles-
ton, S.C., had led them to an artisan
who spent nine months crafting the
one-of-a-kind piece in mahogany with
cherry and rosewood inserts.

The home had a regal air with sump-
tuous fabrics and ornate fixtures with
glimmers of gold throughout.

Maria Tisdall, owner of
Cheese…Please!, presented assorted
cheeses, and a combination of Taleggio
cheese with orange fig spread on fig
crackers was a big hit with guests.

Chateau-style was the hallmark of
the grand Dorset Hill residence. Dark
hardwood floors contrasted with warm
walls and a variety of richly textured
upholstery and window treatment fab-

rics in golds, greens and reds.
Mary LaVecchia of Creative

Wallcoverings and Interiors said she
had “de-cluttered” the immense wall
of built-in bookcases so the eye would
flow from one to the next.

The food was as warm and inviting
as the décor. Hector Alvarez and Tanya
Netto of Cervantes of Spain served up
payaya and fresh-baked rolls followed
by creamy bread pudding.

When designer Andrea Helander
began working on the Dudley Avenue
colonial’s addition and renovation, there
were only six weeks left to complete it.
Jumping in mid-project, she focused
on the “great style and workability” the
homeowners sought with transitional
design while remaining true to the
1920’s architecture.

 Dark walls and a herringbone-pat-
terned subway tile backsplash offset
the classic off-white kitchen cabinetry.
Banquette seating and striking globe
pendants further enhanced the space.

Kaitlin Singleton of Wild Greens
offered guests succulent Aztec and
Bonsai salads.

The most unique décor belonged to
the Embree Crescent residence. Vi-
brant pops of playful color immedi-
ately greeted visitors in the foyer with
a homeowner-designed pink floor tile
mosaic juxtaposed below a coordinat-
ing hand-painted Harlequin diamond
ceiling motif. Hints of pink flowed
through each room from a whimsical
giraffe painting in the living room to
confetti-style tiles in the kitchen
backsplash and an oversized painted
watermelon slice (complete with “bite”
taken out of it) sprawling across the
entire floor in the breakfast area.

However, the interior design proved
to be as practical as it was fanciful,
featuring a separate “homework room”
with a wall of desks and  computers for
the four children. The well-organized
mud room cubbies and cabinets were
personalized with paintings of the
children’s hobbies and interests.

Tracy Shankman of The Sugar House
presented a delectable “Confectionary
Dessert Buffet” in this kitchen. Tour
guests received complimentary “goody
bags” and could additionally participate
in a gift basket raffle.

HTIS principal, Sr. Maureen Fichner,
said she thought the tour committee did
a fantastic job, from the variety of homes
and cuisine to having designers and
contractors on site for consultation.

Chairperson Robyn Kelly reported
she was pleased and grateful for the
tour’s success. “We are thankful to the
homeowners for their generosity, as
well as the local businesses, contrac-
tors, designers, restaurants and every-
one else who supported our efforts by
participating in the this year’s tour,” she
said. “We had fantastic feedback and
many positive comments from our over
400 guests!”

www.goleader.com

BU Announces
Graduates

BOSTON, Mass – Boston Uni-
versity awarded academic degrees
to 1,517 students in September
2011. Among the graduates were
Genevieve D. Gilroy of Scotch
Plains, who received a Bachelor of
Arts in Political Science, Cum
Laude, and a Bachelor of Science
in Business Administration in Busi-
ness Administration and Manage-
ment, Magna Cum Laude and Chris-
tine F. McGrath of Westfield, who
received a Master of Criminal Jus-
tice in Criminal Justice.

Univ. of Wisconsin
Announces Dean’s List

MADISON, Wis. – The University
of Wisconsin announced that Olivia
Magnanini of Westfield has been
named to the College of Letters and
Science Dean’s List in recognition of
her high scholastic achievement.

This honor is bestowed upon stu-
dents who carried at least 12 graded
degree credits with a grade point aver-
age of 3.6 for freshman and sopho-
more and 3.85 for juniors and seniors.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHEESE PLEASE…Maria Tisdall, owner of Cheese…Please! in Cranford,
offered visitors samplings of unique cheeses from the kitchen of the Mountainview
Drive home in Mountainside during the HTIS Hearth and Home Kitchen Tour
last Saturday.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FUN AND FABULOUS…Imaginative decorative paintings, like the “water-
melon slice” anchoring the breakfast table and chairs above, highlighted the
Embree Crescent residence in Westfield, one of seven homes on the HTIS Hearth
and Home Kitchen Tour.


