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Suzette Stalker for The Westfield Leader
BREAKFAST MEETING...Members  of the Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
Community Advisory Board gathered for breakfast on October 21 at Turning
Point in Westfield to discuss community needs.

Rob Connelly for The Westfield Leader
GARWOOD GOP…Republican candidates for Garwood Council, Carol Kearney
and Steven Blaufeder meet with Leader assignment editor Paul Peyton, left, on
Monday to introduce themselves and talk about their plans for the future of
Garwood. See full story on page 20.

Area Mayors to Create Panel
To Address River Flooding

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Since the after-
math of Hurricane Irene, Cranford,
Union, Millburn and Springfield are
banding together by forming the
Mayors’ Council on Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control, headed by
each municipality’s mayor and engi-
neer, to discuss ideas for controlling
Rahway River’s floodwaters.

Cranford Mayor Dan Aschenbach
said that the council will focus on
regional floodwater storage projects,
other regional flood-control im-
provements and model municipal
ordinances to improve drainage prac-
tices. Also, a regional damage as-
sessment from Irene will be done.
The first meeting is scheduled for
November and will be hosted by
Millburn Mayor Sandra Haimoff.

The panel includes Mayor
Haimoff, Union Mayor Joe Florio,
Springfield Mayor Hugh Keffer,
Winfield Mayor Margaret
McManus, Mayor Aschenbach,
Kenilworth Mayor Kathi Fiamingo
and Rahway Mayor Richard Proc-
tor.

The formation of the organization
was agreed to at the Regional Confer-
ence on the Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control and Environment held
October 21 at Union County College in
Cranford.

“No one I know has in-the-box solu-
tions to this problem,” said Leo Coakley
of Hatch Mott MacDonald, a Millburn-
based engineering firm, at Friday night’s
mayors’ roundtable held at Union

County College.
By proving there is a regional flood-

ing issue, the municipalities anticipate
it would help to get funding assistance
from federal and state governments,
which without is too costly for each
municipality to take on alone.

“We are going to do our best...but
money is going to be an issue. But I
think you have to try to make the
effort…come up with a plan that is
regional and see what happens after
that. After that it’s going to be a money
issue,” said Ed O’Malley, finance com-
missioner for the Cranford Township
Committee, during the citizens’ input
part of the meeting.

The Army Corps of Engineers has
been studying the Lenape Basin, but
the main message of Jodi McDonald,
chief of flood risk management for the
Army Corps of Engineers, was that the
funding is not there. “Over the course
of eight years, funding has been very
slow in coming. We’re using funds
from last year to continue work. We
have to justify federal monies,” she told
the audience.

“Is there any question about whether
federal spending is justified to mitigate
flooding that affects multiple thousands
of people in a very crowded area in the
single most crowded state in the United
States?” asked David Emma of
Millburn during the citizens’ input por-
tion of the meeting.

“We have to show whatever solu-
tion is proposed that is has a ben-
efit-to-cost ratio that is greater than
one,” Ms. McDonald replied.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Berman Pleads Guilty, AG
Recommends Probation

TRENTON – Suspended Westfield
School Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Robert Berman, 55, of
South Plainfield, pleaded guilty Mon-
day before state Superior Court Judge
Joseph Donohue in Union County to
an accusation charging him with con-
spiracy to make false representations
for a government contract.

Mr. Berman was suspended from his
positions as business administrator and
board secretary for the Westfield school
district after he was charged as part of
a bid-rigging scheme announced by
the Attorney General’s Office in March.

Under the plea agreement, the state
will recommend that Mr. Berman be
sentenced to a term of probation. He
must pay a $13,000 penalty, represent-
ing the value of the windows and labor
he received at his home from the con-
tractor, into the state’s Anti-Trust Re-
volving Fund for anti-trust enforce-

ment efforts.
Mr. Berman must forfeit his posi-

tions with the school district and will be
permanently barred from public em-
ployment in New Jersey. He also must
cooperate fully in the state’s ongoing
investigation and prosecution, accord-
ing to the Attorney General’s Office.

Mr. Berman remains on unpaid leave
from the Westfield Board of Education
(BOE) while Interim Business Admin-
istrator Vincent Yaniro is paid $650 per
day.

Superintendent Margaret Dolan re-
leased the following statement regard-
ing Mr. Berman’s guilty plea.

“We will continue our focus of pro-
viding education to 6,300 students with
the support of 800 staff members in the
Westfield Public Schools. We have co-
operated fully with the state Attorney
General’s Office, which has had com-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SPOOKTACULAR…A house on Boulevard in Westfield is decorated to the max for Halloween is sure to be a fight when
area trick-or-treaters make the rounds on Monday.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
CANDIDATE FORUM...Westfield Town Council candidates faced off on Mon-
day at a forum hosted by The Westfield Leader. Pictured top, left to right, are:
Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan, Moderator Lauren Barr, Greg Kasko, Matt Sontz
and Councilman Mark LoGrippo. Pictured bottom, left to right, are: Council-
man Frank Arena, Timothy Van Epp, Councilman Jim Foerst and Greg Romer.

WF DEMS: Taxes, Services
Main Concern of Residents

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The three Demo-
crats running next month for seats on
the Town Council decried the Repub-
lican-dominated governing body’s
handling of several issues — particu-
larly the controversial pedestrian traf-
fic light on Central Avenue that the
Democrats said was indicative of a
wider communications problem be-
tween the town government and resi-
dents.

In a joint video interview October
27 with The Westfield Leader, Demo-
crats Timothy Van Epp, running for a
seat in the first ward; Matt Sontz,
seeking a seat in the third ward and
Gregory Romer, a candidate in the
fourth ward, all spoke of the need for
more openness in the local govern-
ment and improved communication
with townspeople on issues ranging
from the Central Avenue light to park-
ing problems around the high school
to the crafting of the municipal bud-
get.

Calling the Central Avenue light a
“very significant and important is-

sue,” Mr. Sontz said he favored mov-
ing the light to the corner of Central
Avenue and Clover Street to better
improve pedestrian safety for stu-
dents at Jefferson School. He called it
“unfortunate” that the light was situ-
ated in front of a resident’s home
instead of at the corner. He criticized
the council for having “dug in their
heels” in defending the light’s place-
ment in the face of months of criti-
cism from several neighborhood resi-
dents. “There’s no reason they can’t
admit their mistake” and ask the
county to relocate the light, Mr. Sontz
said.

Mr. Van Epp said this situation
showed the importance of effective
communication between the local
government and “the particular
people who would be impacted” by
such a decision. This failure to com-
municate, he said, has resulted in
“meeting after meeting” being “domi-
nated” by discussions about the light.
Mr. Romer, while saying that having
a light to improve pedestrian safety is
a “great thing,” also criticized the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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WF Candidates Spar Over Safety
Claims, Central Ave. Crosswalk

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Monday night’s
Westfield Council forum featured dis-
cussion on topics ranging from the
Central Avenue crosswalk to fire de-
partment staffing, from high school
parking to the county portion of resi-
dents’ tax bills. However, it was a ques-
tion on public works that led to the most
heated exchange, forcing moderator

Lauren Barr to implore candidates to
not attack one another personally.

With no mayor’s race in 2011, the
most contentious battle is in Ward 3,
where Mark LoGrippo, former Coun-
cilman Mark Ciarrocca’s successor, is
fending off two challengers, Democrat
Matthew Sontz and Independent Greg
Kasko.

Mr. Sontz, in responding to a ques-
tion about the Public Works Depart-

ment, noted that the town’s bond rating
from Moody’s had gone down, caus-
ing paving costs to increase.

Mr. LoGrippo fired back that his
opponent was misinformed and that
the town still has a AAA bond rating,
with Standard & Poor’s. In fact, last
year, Moody’s had cut Westfield’s gen-
eral-obligation bond rating by one level,
from Aa2 to Aa1.

“I’m extremely pleased that we have
this [S&P] rating even after the cuts in
state aid and the rise in RVSA’s expen-
diture,” he said. It was at this point, he
said that Mr. Sontz had “failed to say
that he is part of the Union County
Democratic Committee.”

Mr. Sontz responded that the
Moody’s rating had been lowered. He
also accused Mr. LoGrippo’s campaign
signs of being in violation of the law.
He said they do not include paid-for
language and have allegedly been
posted on town property.

“I hope the police will do something
about that,” he said.

Returning to ward-specific issues,
Mr. Kasko said the town should relo-
cate the Central Avenue crosswalk from
its mid-block location to the Central/
Clover Street intersection.

He said in Tucson, Ariz., where the
HAWK signal originated, driver com-
pliance dropped from 97 to 94 percent
when the signal was located mid-block.
The Independent candidate said
“[Former Councilman Mark] Ciarrocca
once said that he was not willing to
make the Central Avenue-crossing situ-
ation 1 percent less safe for children. In
Tucson, it was proven to be 3 percent
less safe when located mid-block.”

Mr. LoGrippo said he has met with
the parties most affected by the cross-
walk and “listened intently.” However,
he said the town had “extensive meet-
ings and review on the crosswalk be-
fore it was implemented.” He said he
will “continue to meet with the profes-
sionals and listen to the experts.”

Mr. Sontz said the light should be
moved and that it should be a red-
yellow-green, pedestrian-activated
light.

However, if discussion ever turned
to eliminating the light altogether, he
would not be in favor of that.

Happy HalloweenHappy HalloweenHappy HalloweenHappy HalloweenHappy Halloween

Candidate Kasko Kindles Quarrel At
Westfield Town Council Meeting

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Independent Third
Ward Council candidate Greg Kasko
and Town Administrator Jim Gildea
continued their discussion after the close
of Tuesday night’s council meeting,
resulting in Mr. Kasko being escorted
from the dais by a Westfield police
officer. Mr. Kasko began his public
comments during the meeting with the
Central Avenue pedestrian signal, tell-
ing the council that following his atten-
dance at a Union County Freeholder
meeting, he is hoping that they come
up with a solution to what Mr. Kasko
says are safety issues with the light.

He then turned his comments to staff-
ing issues at the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment (WFD). Mr. Kasko said that while
the WFD is able to respond to fires in a
timely fashion, their inability to fully
staff the ladder truck prevents them
from adequately fighting fires. Accord-
ing to Mr. Kasko, at a recent fire on

Cumberland Street, the hose could not
be pulled into the house until after the
Plainfield Fire Department arrived 13
minutes after the WFD was on the
scene. He said the town should apply
for grants in order to increase the num-
ber of firefighters on staff.

Mr. Kasko then said that during the
last round of contract negotiations with
the town, the WFD agreed to not to take
a raise and gave up other perks. He
stated that when the contract was nego-

tiated, Jim Pfeiffer and Dan Maglione,
who are now both deceased, were still
WFD employees. Mr. Kasko added
that given that those two employees
were included in the contract, they
should have been replaced. He ended
his comments by stating that he hopes
that firefighters Pfeiffer and Maglione
are not looking down and saying that
Westfield doesn’t have enough
firefighters.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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Mayor Aschenbach said, “Our
probability of loss has to be high,”
in order to receive the federal fund-
ing from the Army Corps because
Cranford and other towns are com-
peting nationwide for funding.

As a cost-saving measure, Pro-
fessor Jennifer Ebert of Union
County College had offered the help
of her staff and students from the
engineering department, regarding
which Mayor Aschenbach said he
would be in touch.

Gregory Sgroi, an engineer for
Cranford from 1973 to 1984 who
was instrumental in flood mitiga-
tion, including the pump station,
had stated to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in a separate inter-
view that the Army Corps has his-
torically been “deliberate and slow”
in its process.

As Mr. Aschenbach pointed out,
“This (severe flooding) can happen
again soon. We need to find ways to
mitigate as much as we can.”

During Mr. Sgroi’s time as engi-
neer, a similar mayors’ flood commit-
tee never took action on its meetings
because of its “inability to make deci-
sions,” Mr. Sgroi told The Times.

Ed Trush, a member of Cranford’s
flood advisory committee, said about
that same committee during the citi-
zens’ input portion of the meeting, “It
was a failed project. That commission
never filed a report. It’s not sour grapes
– it’s a touch of realism.”

“Maybe in combination we can re-
duce the risk to a practical number of
people,” said Mr. Coakley in the be-
ginning of his presentation.

Millburn flooded even after build-
ing a retaining wall after Floyd. Deputy
Mayor of Millburn Robert Tillotson
said, “I hope that something good

does come of all of this.”
Union Township Mayor Joe Florio

said the South Mountain Reservation
in West Orange is where “the main
controls should be,” as well as “down-
stream the bridges need to be fixed.”

Regarding the Morris Avenue
bridge, in the 1990s a study was done
of its historical nature, Mr. Emma
said, and “there were no historical
objections at all. The project was aban-
doned. Someone dropped the ball on
that. That needs to be an aggressive
issue. That is a ground zero right in the
middle of Union and Essex counties,
exactly where the two branches of the
Rahway River meet, and flows down-
stream from there.”

“We think if those dams upstream
in the reservation are raised with some
gates, we think the water can be con-
trolled much better up there before it
even gets down there where the rivers
meet,” Mayor Florio said.

Some thoughts have been to raise
the dikes in Cranford, but according
to Mr. Sgroi, even if they were raised
three feet higher it would help with
a 50-year storm, but “it’s doubtful to
handle Floyd and not practical to
handle Irene.”

“There is no one cure,” Cranford
Township Engineer Rick Marsden
said. “In the South Mountain Reser-
vation, it’s not going to cure the
whole regional flood problem.”

“Some may not be cost effective
individually, but combined with
other methods of stormwater man-
agement, it may be an effective
means for a positive outcome for
that whole area, giving protection to
not only Cranford but upstream and
downstream. This is the right forum,
in my opinion, to move forward with
that.”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

River Flooding Panel

council for “digging their heels in” on
the decision.

During a discussion about parking
and traffic issues around the high school,
Mr. Romer called the situation on
Dorian Road a “nightmare” and urged
a renewed effort, in the wake of several
recent studies, to address the situation.
“Everyone is willing to do something
as a community,” he said, “but nothing
has really happened.” Mr. Van Epp said
the Westfield High School parking is-
sue should be looked at in a broader
sense of parking and traffic issues
throughout Westfield, which, he feels,
is burdened by four separate rush hours:
in the morning and evening for work-
ers and in the morning and afternoon
for students.

Mr. Van Epp urged more emphasis
on biking and walking to school; an
effort he said would then require an
increased focus on safety. And he said
one impediment to students riding bi-
cycles to school is the “gigantic back-
packs” students carry that contain heavy
textbooks. He favored working with
the board of education to increase the
use of electronic textbooks. Mr. Sontz
said it was important to include as
many residents who might be impacted
by any new parking regulations around
the high school — not just the “small
subset” of individuals who attend meet-
ings on the matter.

Addressing municipal taxes and ser-
vices, the three Democrats called for
some new approaches including a merg-
ing of the planning and zoning boards,
as Mr. Sontz suggested, noting that the
attorney for the zoning panel receives a
“full-time pension for part-time work.”
And with the town’s bond rating cut
last year, that move means it will “cost
us more to do less.” Mr. Van Epp said
“part of the problem” is that the council’s
budget committee meets behind closed
doors. “More public input might lead
to a different solution,” he said.

The trio of candidates agreed that
pursuing increased shared services is
one way to curtail municipal spending.
Mr. Van Epp called it “the logical thing
to do,” but cautioned that other towns
may not share Westfield’s objectives in
such an arrangement. Mr. Romer said
one potential candidate for a shared
service arrangement is the conserva-
tion center. Mr. Sontz said that in addi-
tion to the conservation center, he fa-
vored looking at shared services in-
volving the police and fire departments,
the municipal court and possibly the
recycling contract.

 Discussing the municipal budget
picture, Mr. Sontz said the current coun-
cil had erred in using too much surplus
funds to balance the municipal budget,
a move he contended led to the cut in
the town’s bond rating. He said the
governing body should “take a longer
look down the road” and come up with
a “sustainable plan” that includes “re-
alistic” revenue projections. Mr. Van
Epp concurred, saying it was impor-
tant to take into account the
community’s needs and goals during
the process.

Asked how the town government
could improve communications with
residents, Mr. Van Epp said he has
heard from voters that the issue isn’t
“taxes, taxes, taxes,” as one Republi-
can councilman stated last week, but
rather, “taxes, services, services.”
People complain about high property
taxes, Mr. Van Epp said, but express a
wish to get a certain level of service.
Instead, he pointed to what he said
were the poor condition of many streets
and roads.

Mr. Van Epp said he has heard from
voters that complaints to municipal
departments are not acknowledged and
urged a policy that any department
receiving a complaint or request to
reply within a set time frame with a
plan to address the concern.

HAPPY HALLOWEEN...The Westfield U12 Rapids took 2nd place in the Spook-
a-Rama tournament this past weekend. Pictured, from left to right, are: Ian
McCabe, Will Walsweer, Coach Eduardo Canabarro, Patrick Mahoney, Michael
Canabarro, Linus Koglin, Sean Biglin, Nick Wojno-Oranski, Jack Pettit, Zack
Edwards, Steven Mezzomo, Kyle Huber, Will Evans, Alex Amaya, Matthew
Canabarro, Jordan Bahram, and Coach Alex Wojno-Oranski.

Cranford Birchwood
Petition to Stop Over-

Development, Flooding
CRANFORD — Andis Kalnins and

Lisa Adubato Nesi, Republican candi-
dates for Cranford Township Committee,
gathered close to 1,000 signatures on a
petition addressing the detrimental effects
of builder’s remedy lawsuits on towns like
Cranford. During a tour of the Birchwood
site and the surrounding areas, Mr. Kalnins
and Ms. Adubato Nesi presented the peti-
tion to Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield). The candidates are asking the
State Legislature to put an end to the
court’s ability to determine where, and
how many, affordable housing units can
be built in a municipality. Two separate
developers have sued the Township of
Cranford on the premise of helping the
town meet its affordable housing obliga-
tion.

“Due to a failure of the 2005 Township
Committee to apply for certification under
the Council on Affordable Housing man-
date, the court was able to impose an
arbitrary, punitive judgment to satisfy
COAH requirements,” the candidates said.
The petition seeks to end the subjective
assignment of numbers of affordable hous-
ing units by the state, and give towns
greater protection against builder’s rem-
edy lawsuits. Mr. Kalnins and Ms. Adubato
Nesi also are asking that the law be changed
to allow consideration of the project’s
impact on overall municipal services,
schools and environmental concerns such
as flooding. During their campaign for
Cranford Township Committee, Mr.
Kalnins and Ms. Adubato Nesi have
brought their petition door-to-door and
garnered support from many residents.

“This is clearly not the right place to put
a development of this size and density,”
said Mr. Kalnins. “The schools are already
at capacity and there are no plans for
infrastructure improvement to support the
increase in population and traffic.”

“There was inadequate consideration
of the environmental issues of the prop-
erty in the judgment,” added Ms. Adubato
Nesi. “This property floods on a regular
basis.”

plete access to the financial records of
the district and has conducted a full
review,” Ms. Dolan said. “We carefully
scrutinize all financial matters and con-
tinue to cooperate with all audits. Our
relationship with the accused vendors
and employee was severed upon the
announcements of the accusations in
March 2011. We are resolute in our
responsibility to our students and our
community.”

In pleading guilty, Mr. Berman ad-
mitted that he accepted roughly $13,000
worth of window glass and doors in-
stalled at his home by Metropolitan
Metal Window Company from 2004 to
2008. He further admitted that, as busi-
ness administrator, he issued written
recommendations that the Westfield
BOE appoint Metropolitan as the
district’s “contractor of record.”Judge
Donohue has scheduled sentencing for
Mr. Berman for Friday, January 27,
2012.

Mr. Berman was charged in March
as a result of an investigation by the
Division of Criminal Justice Corrup-
tion Bureau, which also led to charges
against a school district engineer and
three contractors. The engineer, Ken-
neth Disko, 48, of Mountainside,
pleaded guilty on October 12 to taking

$80,000 in kickbacks from 2001 to
2010 on contracts he recommended
that involved rigged bids and fraudu-
lently inflated costs, which included
the Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school districts.

The state will recommend that Mr.
Disko be sentenced to three to five
years in prison, pay a penalty of at least
$50,000, and be barred from public
contracts in New Jersey for 10 years.Mr.
Disko, who is not a state-licensed engi-
neer, was associated with M. Disko &
Associates of Kenilworth, the architect
of record for the Westfield school dis-
trict at the time of the indictment.

According to the Attorney General’s
Office, he admitted that he knowingly
prepared fraudulent quotes and esti-
mates in connection with school dis-
trict contracts, and directed contractors
to inflate quotes and estimates.

Also charged were John Sangiuliano,
57, of Scotch Plains, co-owner of Met-
ropolitan Metal Window Company;
Martin W. Starr, 45, of Cliffwood Beach,
owner of Starr Contracting, and Stephen
M. Gallagher, 50, of Cliffwood Beach,
owner of East Commercial Construc-
tion and Tara Construction.The charges
against the three contractors are pend-
ing.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Berman Pleads Guilty
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Westfield Democrats

Pumpkin Carving, Costume
Contests on Tap at Williams
WESTFIELD – Williams Nursery

in Westfield, N.J. is sponsoring an
Invitational Pumpkin Carving Con-
test of local artists at their location
near the east end of Echo Lake Park.
All of the contestants are local artists
with backgrounds in different media,
including blown sugar and sand
sculpting; wood carving, and minia-
ture clay modeling. You can watch
the artists carve their pumpkin cre-
ations on Saturday, October 29, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. as part of the Will-
iams Nursery Halloween weekend
events. The pumpkins will be lit and
displayed at the Williams Nursery
table on Tuesday, November 1, at the
Union County Pumpkin Sail at Echo

Lake Park.
At 2 p.m. is Williams Nursery’s

19th annual costume contest. The
costume contest will be judged at 2
p.m., followed by the pumpkin carv-
ing judging at 2:30 p.m.

The costume contest is open to
everyone and will have three age
categories:

•5 years and under, 6-12 years, and
adults (age disclosure not required).

•Prizes will be awarded for First,
Second and Third Place.

•First prize is a $50 Gift Card,
Second prize is a $25 Gift Card, and
third is a $10 Gift Card.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Pumpkin Carving,
Costume Contest

Two of last year’s costume entries

“A light is better than no light at all,”
he said.

Democrats have made public safety
a campaign issue. Specifically, they
have targeted the fire department’s staff-
ing. Fourth Ward Democratic chal-
lenger Greg Romer called it “unac-
ceptable” that the town’s ladder truck
did not see action during the Ferraro’s
Restaurant fire.

Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan, an unopposed incum-
bent, used her time to address the
“misinformation and fear-mongering.”
On the claim that the town’s ladder
truck sat idly during recent fires at
Ferraro’s and the Hamilton House,
she said, “It is not true that we do not
use the ladder truck. The Ferraro’s fire
was very well contained. That was a
mutual-aid situation if ever there was
one. At the Hamilton House, a life was
saved. We are doing everything ex-
pected to [ensure] public safety. Any
other claims are not true.”

Mr. LoGrippo agreed with Ms.
Neylan. “I would never jeopardize the
safety of our residents,” he said. “[Fire]
Chief [Dan] Kelly said we continue to
have the proper staffing.”

Mr. Kasko said while there is no
safety issue with the police depart-
ment, the Westfield Fire Department
is understaffed.

“The fire department had 40 men;
now it has 32, and there is talk of 30 in
the next six months,” he said. He agreed
with Ms. Neylan’s comments in a re-
cent Leader sit-down video interview
that the department responds in a timely
manner but said, “Our ability to fight
fires has been inadequate.”

In the First Ward, candidates sparred
over taxes. Incumbent Republican
Frank Arena said, “We have to slow
down the county, where we are getting
little in return…There are huge inequi-
ties.”

Mr. Arena said Westfield had be-
come Elizabeth’s “cash cow” and said
all it gets in return is a concert.

Through campaigning, challenger
Timothy Van Epp said he heard more
complaints about “substandard ser-
vices” than overtaxing. He suggested
increasing user fees and leasing food-
service rights at Tamaques Park as rev-
enue-generating ideas.

In the Fourth Ward, incumbent Re-
publican Jim Foerst called the lack of a
high-school-parking solution “one of
[his] biggest disappointments.” He said
the town needs to increase its capacity
and utilize the Armory, thereby reallo-
cating where students park.

He did assure that, “We are meeting
with the BOE and have an open dia-
logue. I’m confident we can find a
solution.”

Democratic challenger Greg Romer
proposed alternate-side street parking
and using Rahway Avenue and Dorian
Road as drop-off zones. Separately,
Mr. Romer stressed that the town “can’t
continue to meet behind closed doors.”

Mr. Foerst told Ms. Barr that her
query on transparency was a “loaded
question.” “The process is transparent.
To say otherwise is political-speak,” he
said.

The forum will be aired on TV36
starting today and on
www.goleader.com starting this week.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

WF Forum

Take the fear out of being close to your customers

sales@goleader.com (908) 232-4407 The Westfield Leader

REGIONAL REMARKS...Mayors and engineers from Cranford, Millburn,
Springfield, Union and Winfield Park attend Rahway River Flood Control
conference at Union County College on October 21.

Mr. Gildea then approached the mi-
crophone calling Mr. Kasko’s com-
ments “despicable” and that what he is
doing is “fear mongering” to use the
deceased town employees to scare resi-
dents. He said that Mr. Kasko does not
supply facts at the microphone and
noted that he is no longer a town em-
ployee because he “was found guilty of
lying under oath while he was an em-
ployee (of the police department).”

After the meeting ended, Mr. Gildea
stepped up onto the dais to speak with
council members and Mr. Kasko fol-
lowed him, and the police officer who
was present for the meeting also stepped
onto the dais. While most of the ex-
change could not be heard, it did be-
come heated between the two men,
causing the police officer to escort Mr.
Kasko off the dais and to the back of the
council chambers. (To read more about
Mr. Kasko’s personnel records see
www.goleader.com/11sep22/21.pdf)

In other business, Maria Carluccio
and Adina Enculescu again spoke re-
garding their displeasure regarding the
placement of the Central Avenue pe-
destrian crossing signal in front of Ms.
Enculescu’s home. Mrs. Carluccio said
that “something’s gone on” for the
light to have been moved from the
intersection to mid-block and “we’ll

find out what it is.” Ms. Enculescu said
council members should “help the resi-
dents, not (Mayor) Skibitsky” by mov-
ing the light to the intersection.

“I expect my town council to work
with them to come up with a solution,”
Joan Sanborn told the council regard-
ing the light. “I do not expect nothing to
be done and the issue to be going on
and on and on.”

First Ward Councilman Sam Della
Fera said the light’s placement was
born out of community meetings held
five and six years ago. He added that if
you wait for there to be unanimity
“nothing will get done.” Councilman
Della Fera also admitted to Ms. Sanborn
that if it was placed in front of his
house, “I would probably be up in arms
as well.”

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
said there was a “very good” effort to
come up with a community solution
regarding the placement of the light,
but that after those meetings, the place-
ment of the light and other aspects of
the project were changed. He said that
those changes do not mean that the
process was not good.

The council also approved the demo-
litions of homes at 217 Sunset Avenue,
38 Moss Avenue, 312 Prospect Street
and 530 North Chestnut Street.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Westfield Council

ONE THOUSAND SIGNATURES...Andis Kalnins, left, and Lisa Adubato Nesi,
Cranford GOP council candidates, present a petition with 1,000 signatures from
residents to Senator Tom Kean, Jr.  The petition opposes over-development in the
town forced by COAH litigation. Mr. Kean, who is the Senate Minority Leader, said,
“Virtually everyone agrees that New Jersey’s affordable-housing system is broken.”
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ON YOUR MARK…Runners dart across the starting line at the Fanwood 5K and
Family Fun Run held Sunday to benefit the Fanwood Recreation Department.

SP Mayor Malool Defends
Actions After Silencing Glover

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At the
Scotch Plains Township Council
meeting on October 17, Mayor Nancy
Malool silenced Councilman Kevin
Glover when he attempted to address
the governing body and then the pub-
lic. The meeting was abruptly ad-
journed, and the council called for an
executive session.

“I was disappointed in the fact that
as a council person, I should have
been given an opportunity to make a
comment. I was denied,” Council-
man Glover told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

“The thing I struggle with is balance
between monopolizing the meeting and
breaking the rules,” Mayor Malool re-
sponded. “I had closed the public dis-
cussion.” Mayor Malool stated that
earlier in the meeting, she called Deputy
Mayor Mary DePaola out of order for
commenting on the fact that Mr. Glover
was monopolizing the meeting.

“I try to keep the meeting flowing.
I don’t want to shut anyone down, but
grandstanding and monopolizing,
especially when it is repetitive and
redundant, is the last thing I want at
the meeting,” Mayor Malool said.

According to Councilman Glover,
Mayor Malool stated at the begin-

ning of the meeting that citizens would
have a three-minute time limit for
comments made at the microphone.
Mr. Glover stated that the agenda
included three major items, the first
being parking restrictions on Home-
stead Terrace. Mr. Glover stated that
residents were held to the three-
minute limit. As the meeting contin-
ued, Mr. Glover said he felt the mayor
was allocating different time allow-
ances to individuals depending on
the topic they were addressing.

The second agenda item was a busi-
ness matter related to an individual
from Brooklyn who was opening up
a jewelry resale shop and was ad-
dressing the governing body on town-
ship restrictions related to his busi-
ness. Mr. Glover said Mayor Malool
allotted the individual approximately
20 minutes at the microphone.

The third agenda item was special
committee updates, at which time
Mayor Malool discussed in detail
the township’s shared-services plan.
After she concluded her speech, a
resident addressed the council and
was allotted a three-minute time
frame in which to speak. “She wasn’t
awarded an opportunity to voice her
concern,” Mr. Glover said.

Mr. Glover stated that he then asked
for the floor and was told by Mayor
Malool that his request was denied.
Mr. Glover then stated that he would
address the council as a citizen. Coun-
cilman William “Bo” Vastine simul-
taneously moved to go into executive
session. Councilwoman DePaola and
Mayor Malool seconded the motion,
and the meeting was adjourned.

Mayor Malool said she contacted
Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer the
following day to discuss the incident,
and he stated that Mr. Glover could
not act as a member of the governing
body and a member of the public in
the same meeting.

“I was upset by her arrogance. I
was shut down,” Mr. Glover said.
“Maybe she was afraid I would say
something she didn’t like.” Council-
man Glover stated that he was well
within his rights according to Robert’s
Rules of Order. “She [Mayor Malool]
had different rules for different

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPOOKTACULAR…This house in Fanwood is decorated to the max for Halloween and is sure to be a fright when area
trick-or-treaters make the rounds next Monday.

Rob Connelly for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GARWOOD GOP…Republican candidates for Garwood Council Carol Kearney
and Steven Blaufeder meet with Leader assignment editor Paul Peyton, left, on
Monday to introduce themselves and talk about their plans for the future of
Garwood. Go to page 20 to see the full interview.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Brunner Parents Concerned
Over Safety at Drop-Off Zones
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Parents
from Brunner School expressed to
the board of education last Thurs-
day their concerns regarding safety
when dropping off and picking up
students at the school on Westfield
Road.

Board Secretary Anthony Del
Sordi said the short semicircle in
front of the school does not leave
enough room for parents dropping
children off nor does it offer an exit
onto Cedarbrook Avenue.

 “We did do a traffic study (of the
area), and through shared services
will meet with Scotch Plains and
Fanwood to solve the problem,” Mr.
DelSordi said. Parents urged board
members to visit the site themselves
to see the safety hazards.

In other business, Jane Costello
of the Educational Enrichment

Foundation, a non-profit organiza-
tion made up of people from the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood communi-
ties, presented a check to Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
for $5,500.

Mr. Del Sordi asked the board to
authorize a transfer of capital re-
serve funds in the amount of
$500,000 to the general operating
account to be used for HVAC at the
high school. He also asked the board
to authorize the utilization of ex-
cess extraordinary aid funds of
$369,704 for the district’s telephone
system, high school lockers, band
uniforms and the high school’s
HVAC project.

Joan Mast, assistant superinten-
dent of schools, gave an audio-
visual presentation showing the re-
sults of the state assessment tests
(NJASK). She told the audience to
keep in mind that when making
year-to-year comparisons that the
cut lines, or criteria, set by the
state have changed. “So often,
when there appears to be a decline
in progress, it is due to a higher cut
line used in the assessment,” she
said.

“We cannot compare our results
from one year to the next without
comparing to the greater popula-
tion of students in New Jersey and
in similar schools in the District

Factor Group (DFG),” Ms. Mast
said.

The DFGs represent an approxi-
mate measure of a community’s
relative socio-economic status
(SES). The variables used for these
groupings are: 1, Percentage of
adults with no high school diploma;
2, percentage of adults with some
college education; 3, occupational
status; 4, unemployment rate; 5,
percentage of individuals in pov-
erty, and 6, median family income.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district is DFG I, as is Sum-
mit, Warren Township and
Watchung Boro. Ms. Mast told the
audience that No Child Left Behind
(NCLB) criteria is being re-evalu-
ated and that year-to-year test scores
do not fluctuate very much in light
of the new criteria. She said the
district’s goal is to focus on closing
any gaps that may exist, especially
in language arts and mathematics,
by setting quarterly benchmarks for
progress to be assessed by teachers
and administrators.

The meeting concluded with Ms.
Hayes urging parents to attend the
Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Par-
ent/Guardian Information Sessions
to be given on Monday nights, from
6:30 to 8 p.m., on November 7 at
Evergreen School; November 14 at

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Area Mayors to Create Panel
To Address River Flooding

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Since the aftermath
of Hurricane Irene, Cranford, Union,
Millburn and Springfield are banding
together by forming the Mayors’
Council on Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control, headed by each
municipality’s mayor and engineer,
to discuss ideas for controlling
Rahway River’s floodwaters.

Cranford Mayor Dan Aschenbach
said that the council will focus on
regional floodwater storage projects,
other regional flood-control im-
provements and model municipal or-
dinances to improve drainage prac-
tices. Also, a regional damage as-
sessment from Irene will be done.
The first meeting is scheduled for
November and will be hosted by
Millburn Mayor Sandra Haimoff.

The panel includes Mayor
Haimoff, Union Mayor Joe Florio,
Springfield Mayor Hugh Keffer,
Winfield Mayor Margaret McManus,
Mayor Aschenbach, Kenilworth
Mayor Kathi Fiamingo and Rahway
Mayor Richard Proctor.

The formation of the organization
was agreed to at the Regional Confer-
ence on the Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control and Environment held
October 21 at Union County College in
Cranford.

“No one I know has in-the-box solu-
tions to this problem,” said Leo Coakley
of Hatch Mott MacDonald, a Millburn-
based engineering firm, at Friday night’s
mayors’ roundtable held at Union

County College.
By proving there is a regional flood-

ing issue, the municipalities anticipate
it would help to get funding assistance
from federal and state governments,
which without is too costly for each
municipality to take on alone.

“We are going to do our best...but
money is going to be an issue. But I
think you have to try to make the
effort…come up with a plan that is
regional and see what happens after
that. After that it’s going to be a money
issue,” said Ed O’Malley, finance com-
missioner for the Cranford Township
Committee, during the citizens’ input
part of the meeting.

The Army Corps of Engineers has
been studying the Lenape Basin, but
the main message of Jodi McDonald,
chief of flood risk management for the
Army Corps of Engineers, was that the
funding is not there. “Over the course
of eight years, funding has been very
slow in coming. We’re using funds
from last year to continue work. We
have to justify federal monies,” she told

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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FW Candidate Forum
The candidates for Fanwood

Mayor and Borough Council will
square off in a candidates’ forum
tonight at 7 p.m. inside the Council
Chambers of Borough Hall. The
public is invited. The forum will be
broadcast live on Comcast Chan-
nel 35 and is sponsored by The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Suzette F. Stalker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BREAKFAST MEETING...Members  of the Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
Community Advisory Board gather for breakfast on October 21 at Turning Point
in Westfield to discuss community needs.

FW DEMS Tout Successes
Including Redevelopment

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr and her running-mates,
Councilman Russell Huegel and Plan-
ning Board Chairman Kevin Boris,
discussed their views on issues ranging
from borough taxes to shared services
and downtown redevelopment, during
a video interview last Wednesday with
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Significant time was spent discuss-
ing Fanwood’s shared-services agree-
ment with Union County for 9-1-1
emergency dispatch services, which
has lasted 18 months. Scotch Plains
Mayor Nancy Malool has asked neigh-
boring Fanwood to end its agreement
with the county and instead form a joint
venture with Scotch Plains as part of an
overall merged police department.

Mayor Mahr said discussion of a
joint Fanwood-Scotch Plains Police
Department “has been ongoing for the
last year” but that the pilot program
with the county has “saved us a tremen-
dous amount of money.”

She said it was her understanding
that Scotch Plains has had discussions
with the county to join its dispatch

service, which is being expanded to
other towns, but that the township “is
choosing not to pursue” that venture at
this time.

Mayor Mahr said that she will “never
lose site of the fact that we should
seriously look” at a merged Scotch
Plains-Fanwood police department. She
said it would save taxpayers money,
“and we will be just as safe as we are
today.” She said the structure and fund-
ing of the combined department are the
main issues that remain to be discussed.

Mr. Huegel said in his opinion, “it is
full steam ahead” on the issue of merg-
ing the two police departments. “I am
committed to continuing the discus-
sion with Scotch Plains and finding a
way to do this any way we can,” he said.

Speaking of the new 2-percent cap
on spending, Mayor Mahr said, “When
you have a Governor who has slashed
state aid to municipalities and to boards
of education, there’s going to be rami-
fications to that.”

“We have seen significant tax in-
creases on the board of education two
years ago when the average increase
was well over $450. So that was terrible
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Pumpkin Carving, Costume
Contests on Tap at Williams
WESTFIELD – Williams Nursery

in Westfield, N.J. is sponsoring an
Invitational Pumpkin Carving Con-
test of local artists at their location
near the east end of Echo Lake Park.
All of the contestants are local artists
with backgrounds in different media,
including blown sugar and sand
sculpting; wood carving, and minia-
ture clay modeling. You can watch
the artists carve their pumpkin cre-
ations on Saturday, October 29, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. as part of the Will-
iams Nursery Halloween weekend
events. The pumpkins will be lit and
displayed at the Williams Nursery
table on Tuesday, November 1, at the
Union County Pumpkin Sail at Echo

Lake Park.
At 2 p.m. is Williams Nursery’s

19th annual costume contest. The
costume contest will be judged at 2
p.m., followed by the pumpkin carv-
ing judging at 2:30 p.m.

The costume contest is open to
everyone and will have three age
categories:

•5 years and under, 6-12 years, and
adults (age disclosure not required).

•Prizes will be awarded for First,
Second and Third Place.

•First prize is a $50 Gift Card,
Second prize is a $25 Gift Card, and
third is a $10 Gift Card.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Pumpkin Carving,
Costume Contest

Two of last year’s costume entries

ONE THOUSAND SIGNATURES...Andis Kalnins, left, and Lisa Adubato Nesi,
Cranford GOP council candidates, present a petition with 1,000 signatures from
residents to Senator Tom Kean, Jr.  The petition opposes over-development in the
town forced by COAH litigation. Mr. Kean, who is the Senate Minority Leader,
said, “Virtually everyone agrees that New Jersey’s affordable-housing system is
broken.”

Cranford Birchwood Petition to Stop
Over-Development, Flooding

CRANFORD — Andis Kalnins and
Lisa Adubato Nesi, Republican candi-
dates for Cranford Township Commit-
tee, gathered close to 1,000 signatures
on a petition addressing the detrimen-
tal effects of builder’s remedy lawsuits
on towns like Cranford. During a tour
of the Birchwood site and the surround-
ing areas, Mr. Kalnins and Ms. Adubato
Nesi presented the petition to Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield). The
candidates are asking the State Legis-
lature to put an end to the court’s ability
to determine where, and how many,
affordable housing units can be built in
a municipality. Two separate develop-
ers have sued the Township of Cranford
on the premise of helping the town
meet its affordable housing obligation.

“Due to a failure of the 2005 Town-
ship Committee to apply for certifica-
tion under the Council on Affordable
Housing mandate, the court was able to
impose an arbitrary, punitive judgment
to satisfy COAH requirements,” the
candidates said. The petition seeks to
end the subjective assignment of num-
bers of affordable housing units by the
state, and give towns greater protection
against builder’s remedy lawsuits. Mr.
Kalnins and Ms. Adubato Nesi also are
asking that the law be changed to allow
consideration of the project’s impact
on overall municipal services, schools
and environmental concerns such as
flooding. During their campaign for
Cranford Township Committee, Mr.
Kalnins and Ms. Adubato Nesi have
brought their petition door-to-door and
garnered support from many residents.

“This is clearly not the right place to
put a development of this size and
density,” said Mr. Kalnins. “The schools
are already at capacity and there are no

plans for infrastructure improvement
to support the increase in population
and traffic.”

“There was inadequate consideration
of the environmental issues of the prop-
erty in the judgment,” added Ms.
Adubato Nesi. “This property floods
on a regular basis.”

Tombstone Epitaph
“A Business That Didn’t Advertise Because They Couldn’t Afford It”

Take the fear out of being close to your customers
sales@goleader.com (908) 232-4407 The Westfield Leader
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River Flooding Panel

Terrill Middle School; November
21 at Park Middle School and No-
vember 28 at Coles Elementary
School.

Prior to the meeting, the BOE
held a reception to honor 26 newly
tenured teachers. The teachers be-
ing honored were: Louisa Ruela
and Lee Steeger of Brunner School;
Mina Hachey, Shannon Johnston
and Tracy Schottanes of Coles
School; Betty Kazanecki of Ever-
green School; Kathleen Fritz and
Kerri Gollnick of McGinn School;
Sarah Bennett and Torrie
Kochanowicz of School One; Jamie
Aitkens, Ann Barcellona, Katherine
Cass, Geraldine MacDonnell, Jen-
nifer Ryan and Jennifer Slavin of
Park Middle School; Sarah Odim,
Denise Palozzola, Benjamin Rogers
and Serafina Scalfaro of Terrill
Middle School; Elizabeth Coleman,
Marie Concepcion, Kenneth
Ellsworth, Dawn Kanaszka, Timo-
thy Ryan and Dorothy Orme of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, and administrator Michael
Kneller.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

SP BOE

people. You cannot just change the
rules and not acknowledge it.”

Mr. Glover said he thought the
mayor was condescending, rude and
patronizing to Ilse Heinemeyer, the
citizen who spoke about shared ser-
vices at the meeting. “Thoughts that
were going through my head were ‘this
is not how we should behave.’”

Discussions have become heated
at recent council meetings regard-
ing the sale of the Shackamaxon
Golf Club and possible development
of the site for homes, and shared
services causing division within the
council as well as residents.

“It was an abuse of power and
privilege,” Mr. Glover stated. “It is
too small a community – and two
very important subjects – and I should
have been afforded the right to speak.
I was wrongfully denied.”

Mayor Malool stated that rules of
order were voted on in January but
have not necessarily been implemented
at the meetings. She stated that prior to
the next council meeting, Mr. Lehrer
would hold a workshop to go over the
rules with council members.

“We implemented new ideas [in the
rules] that are rarely enforced. When
we have a lot of people [residents] we
try to enforce the rules,” she said. “The

meeting flows better, and there is a
balance…when there is balance, ev-
eryone has the right to talk and be
heard.”

“Power corrupts,” Mr. Glover said.
“If it doesn’t corrupt, it can certainly
be misguided.” Although he was not
at liberty to talk about what tran-
spired in executive session, he did
state that he expressed his concern
over the mayor’s behavior. “This one
was pushed too far,” he said. He stated
that at the beginning of the meeting,
in his invocation, he said, “Our best
ideas come from when we work to-
gether. Although we don’t always
agree, we don’t have to disagree.”

Mr. Glover said that Mayor Malool
“most likely thought I was going to
say something she did not like. She
thought it might be controversial to
her.” He continued that when a citizen
has a concern, it is the council’s duty
to listen to those concerns.

“It wasn’t a personal attack,” Mayor
Malool said. “I was trying to get the
meeting to flow. People want us to
govern without superfluous comments
over and over. He (Mr. Glover) took
the brunt of it because he does the
majority of the talking. I hope we can
still have a friendly relationship out-
side of here (council chambers).”

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Malool, Glover ControversyBerman Pleads Guilty, AG
Recommends Probation

TRENTON – Suspended Westfield
School Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Robert Berman, 55, of South
Plainfield pleaded guilty Monday before
state Superior Court Judge Joseph Donohue
in Union County to an accusation charging
him with conspiracy to make false repre-
sentations for a government contract.

Mr. Berman was suspended from his
positions as business administrator and
board secretary for the Westfield school
district after he was charged as part of a bid-
rigging scheme announced by the Attorney
General’s Office in March.

Under the plea agreement, the state will
recommend that Mr. Berman be sentenced
to a term of probation. He must pay a
$13,000 penalty, representing the value of
the windows and labor he received at his
home from the contractor, into the state’s
Anti-Trust Revolving Fund for anti-trust
enforcement efforts.

Mr. Berman must forfeit his positions
with the school district and will be perma-
nently barred from public employment in
New Jersey. He also must cooperate fully in
the state’s ongoing investigation and pros-
ecution, according to the Attorney General’s
Office.

Mr. Berman remains on unpaid leave
from the Westfield Board of Education
(BOE) while Interim Business Administra-
tor Vincent Yaniro is paid $650 per day.

Superintendent Margaret Dolan released
the following statement regarding Mr.
Berman’s guilty plea.

In pleading guilty, Mr. Berman admitted
that he accepted roughly $13,000 worth of
window glass and doors installed at his
home by Metropolitan Metal Window

Company from 2004 to 2008. He further
admitted that, as business administrator, he
issued written recommendations that the
Westfield BOE appoint Metropolitan as
the district’s “contractor of record.”

Judge Donohue has scheduled sentenc-
ing for Mr. Berman for Friday, January 27,
2012.

Mr. Berman was charged in March as a
result of an investigation by the Division of
Criminal Justice Corruption Bureau, which
also led to charges against a school district
engineer and three contractors. The engi-
neer, Kenneth Disko, 48, of Mountainside,
pleaded guilty on October 12 to taking
$80,000 in kickbacks from 2001 to 2010 on
contracts he recommended that involved
rigged bids and fraudulently inflated costs,
which included the Westfield and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school districts.

The state will recommend that Mr. Disko
be sentenced to three to five years in prison,
pay a penalty of at least $50,000, and be
barred from public contracts in New Jersey
for 10 years.

According to the Attorney General’s
Office, he admitted that he knowingly pre-
pared fraudulent quotes and estimates in
connection with school district contracts,
and directed contractors to inflate quotes
and estimates.

Also charged were John Sangiuliano,
57, of Scotch Plains, co-owner of Metro-
politan Metal Window Company; Martin
W. Starr, 45, of Cliffwood Beach, owner of
Starr Contracting, and Stephen M.
Gallagher, 50, of Cliffwood Beach, owner
of East Commercial Construction and Tara
Construction.The charges against the three
contractors are pending.
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Fanwood DEMS the audience.
“Is there any question about whether

federal spending is justified to mitigate
flooding that affects multiple thousands
of people in a very crowded area in the
single most crowded state in the United
States?” asked David Emma of
Millburn during the citizens’ input por-
tion of the meeting.

“We have to show whatever solu-
tion is proposed that is has a ben-
efit-to-cost ratio that is greater than
one,” Ms. McDonald replied.

Mayor Aschenbach said, “Our
probability of loss has to be high,”
in order to receive the federal fund-
ing from the Army Corps because
Cranford and other towns are com-
peting nationwide for funding.

As a cost-saving measure, Pro-
fessor Jennifer Ebert of Union
County College had offered the help
of her staff and students from the
engineering department, regarding
which Mayor Aschenbach said he
would be in touch.

Gregory Sgroi, an engineer for
Cranford from 1973 to 1984 who
was instrumental in flood mitiga-
tion, including the pump station,
had stated to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in a separate inter-
view that the Army Corps has his-
torically been “deliberate and slow”
in its process.

As Mr. Aschenbach pointed out,
“This (severe flooding) can happen
again soon. We need to find ways to
mitigate as much as we can.”

During Mr. Sgroi’s time as engi-
neer, a similar mayors’ flood com-
mittee never took action on its meet-
ings because of its “inability to make
decisions,” Mr. Sgroi told The Times.

Ed Trush, a member of Cranford’s
flood advisory committee, said
about that same committee during
the citizens’ input portion of the
meeting, “It was a failed project.
That commission never filed a re-
port. It’s not sour grapes – it’s a
touch of realism.”

“Maybe in combination we can
reduce the risk to a practical num-
ber of people,” said Mr. Coakley in
the beginning of his presentation.

Millburn flooded even after build-
ing a retaining wall after Floyd.
Deputy Mayor of Millburn Robert
Tillotson said, “I hope that some-
thing good does come of all of this.”

Union Township Mayor Joe
Florio said the South Mountain Res-
ervation in West Orange is where
“the main controls should be,” as
well as “downstream the bridges
need to be fixed.”

Regarding the Morris Avenue
bridge, in the 1990s a study was
done of its historical nature, Mr.
Emma said, and “there were no his-
torical objections at all. The project
was abandoned. Someone dropped
the ball on that. That needs to be an
aggressive issue. That is a ground
zero right in the middle of Union
and Essex counties, exactly where
the two branches of the Rahway
River meet, and flows downstream
from there.”

“We think if those dams upstream
in the reservation are raised with
some gates, we think the water can
be controlled much better up there
before it even gets down there where
the rivers meet,” Mayor Florio said.

Some thoughts have been to raise
the dikes in Cranford, but accord-
ing to Mr. Sgroi, even if they were
raised three feet higher it would
help with a 50-year storm, but “it’s
doubtful to handle Floyd and not
practical to handle Irene.”

“There is no one cure,” Cranford
Township Engineer Rick Marsden
said. “In the South Mountain Res-
ervation, it’s not going to cure the
whole regional flood problem.”

“Some may not be cost effective
individually, but combined with
other methods of stormwater man-
agement, it may be an effective
means for a positive outcome for
that whole area, giving protection
to not only Cranford but upstream
and downstream. This is the right
forum, in my opinion, to move for-
ward with that.”

Have a safe Halloween!Have a safe Halloween!Have a safe Halloween!Have a safe Halloween!Have a safe Halloween!

to swallow two years in a row,” Mayor
Mahr said, noting this year’s municipal
tax increase in Fanwood averaged $9
over last year.

“It comes down to leadership on
the local level,” she said. “How are
you going to reinvent what you do;
how do you provide the core services
to your citizens, who demand a cer-
tain level, knowing that your hands
are getting tied?”

“And that’s why, to me, this elec-
tion is so important, because it is
[about] the leadership of the town
for the next four years, and people
deserve to have a very clear path of
progress that we’re going to shoot
for, but also to look to the past,”
Mayor Mahr said.

The candidates also were asked
about the efforts of Courage to Con-
nect New Jersey, a group that seeks the
merger of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
by placing a referendum on the 2012
election ballot.

Mr. Huegel said the question
would have to be placed on both
communities’ ballots first, and then,
voters in both towns would have to
approve the referendum; otherwise,
a merger would not take place. He
said the state has never seen a suc-
cessful merger of towns to date.

“We decided that the best course
to pursue is shared services, because
it is something that the two govern-
ing bodies…can come together,
meet, discuss” and make a decision
on, Mr. Huegel said.

“We’re not advocating consolida-
tion,” Mayor Mahr added. “Every-
thing is about taxes. When we’re out
walking the streets, if it can save
them money, they’re (residents) for
it; if it costs them money, they don’t
want to hear it.”

She said Courage to Connect New
Jersey’s referendum proposal advocates
for a merger study, which would take
years. “We’re not interested in studies,”
the mayor said. “We’re interested in
action; we’re interested in tax relief,

keeping our seniors here, improving
our services.”

Mr. Boris said the goal is to provide
tax relief, and he feels consolidating
the Fanwood and Scotch Plains police
forces, municipal courts and construc-
tion departments would save money.
“It’s an immediate line item that’s off
our budget,” he said, noting a study to
merge the towns would take five years
to accomplish.

On the municipal budget, the mayor
said she feels Fanwood is a “very
lean, efficient, small government,”
where employees “wear many hats”
and have “many roles.”

Mayor Mahr, in touting her and
her fellow Democrats’ successes,
said the borough’s downtown rede-
velopment efforts have brought in
an additional $9 million in ratables.
She said the borough will be in-
cluded as a case study in the “Rede-
velopment Handbook: A Guide to
Rebuilding New Jersey’s Commu-
nities,” published by the New Jer-
sey Department of Community Af-
fairs.

In addition, she said there are now
“over 100 members in our business
community, the largest it’s been prob-
ably ever.”

Looking at the downtown efforts,
the dispatch agreement, etc., Mr.
Huegel stated that, “It’s about control-
ling our destiny in the face of what is
happening down in Trenton.”

In terms of funding for rehabilita-
tion of a caboose that is being con-
verted to a museum in the borough,
Mr. Boris said of comments made to
The Times by their Republican oppo-
nents, “It is a matter of finding answers,
not pointing fingers.”

Mr. Huegel said no taxpayer dol-
lars have been spent on the caboose.
Mayor Mahr added that bids to re-
furbish the caboose came in higher
than budgeted and were rejected by
the borough. When completed, the
caboose will be located next to the
historic Fanwood Train Station.
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Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

For Your Insurance and 
Savings Needs

05-3035 © 2011 The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI (Northwestern Mutual).

Jeff Rembisz CLU®, ChFC®
Westfield
(908) 389-9909
jeffrembisz.com

Joe
knows
Cars...

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

·24 Hour Towing

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·Free Pick Up and Delivery

Rosann & Leo L., Westfield

Heres what our Customers are saying
"What can I say? This is how the story goes. We

smash car. We call Joe. Joe picks up car. Joe handles
insurance company. Joe fixes car. Joe delivers car

better than new. For real! Works for us."

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISING...This past Saturday evening, more than 75 people
attended an “Arena for Council” Friendraiser at the home of  Shawn and Tracy
Hanna.  Mr. Arena is running for re-election as First Ward councilman. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Mrs. Hanna, Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th), Mr. Hanna, Councilman Arena and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(R-21, Westfield). Also in attendance but not pictured was Mike DuHaime. Mr.
DuHaime, now a Westfield resident, was the lead strategist for New Jersey
Governor Chris Christie's campaign and previously Mayor Rudy Giuliani's
presidential campaign manager in 2008.

Mothballed Co-Gen Helps
RVSA During Irene’s Wrath

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader The Times

RAHWAY – Following last week’s
meeting of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority’s (RVSA) Board of Commis-
sioners, The Westfield Leader and The
Times sat down for an interview with
James Meehan, the authority’s executive
director. He revealed that emergency use
of the authority’s mothballed co-genera-
tion facility had likely saved the plant
from severe damage in the aftermath of
Hurricane Irene.

Based on predictions of the severity of
Hurricane Irene, the RVSA had peti-
tioned the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) for per-
mission to operate the co-generation fa-
cility on an emergency basis to cope with
the effects of the storm.

Mr. Meehan complimented the DEP
on its responsiveness to RVSA’s request.
Although the co-gen facility lacks re-
quired air-quality permits, the DEP rec-
ognized its possible significance in pro-
tecting the facility from severe damage,
which might have caused much more
substantial environmental effects, and was
willing to permit its use.

Mr. Meehan described the plant as run-
ning on back-up power in “island mode”
for four to five days. He stated that for
more than two days, the plant was treating
flows in excess of 130 million gallons per
day. This exceeds the plant’s design ca-
pacity by more than 25 million gallons per
day. When questioned about the newly
purchased diesel back-up generators, Mr.
Meehan said that they could have been
used, but the duration of the outage may
have threatened the plant, as the amount of
diesel fuel on-site was only sufficient to
run the generators for a period of 24 to 28
hours at maximum capacity.

He said that there was “extraordi-
nary” demand for diesel fuel as a
result of the storm, and getting re-
supplied in sufficient quantities on a
timely basis was questionable.

When asked about the chronology of
the events, Mr. Meehan called in two of
his senior staff, Dan Ward and Bob Va-
lent, to aid his recollection of details.
After the DEP’s approval, they went to
work getting the engines running. One
was operating on the evening of August
26, and the other two were in operation
on Saturday prior to the storm. Mr.
Meehan also praised his staff for the job

they did getting the facility into operation
under the pressure of the impending storm.

With power available, the plant could
focus on its primary job – treating sewage.
Mr. Meehan stated that the plant stayed in
compliance with rules throughout the cri-
sis period. They were able to perform
disinfection on all the sewage moving
through the plant. The plant did suffer
some minor damage during the storm.

On arrival to the meeting, digester
gas was being flared off. This raised
the question of the status of the project
to utilize digester gas in the boilers.
Mr. Meehan said that while the con-
tract had been let several months ago,
progress had been slowed by the
contractor’s slow progress with engi-
neering drawings for the project. He
expects work to begin within a matter
of days. Most of the business at the
RVSA meeting involved various con-
tracts for goods and services. Also, a
request was made to the state for permis-
sion to submit the authority’s budget late.
The so-called Passaic River litigation,
whereby a number of sewerage authori-
ties are involved in a NJDEP suit against
Occidental Chemical Corp, was also ref-
erenced. Thus far, the various authorities
have been unsuccessful in their attempts
to be severed from the suit.

On another matter, Rahway has
named Randall Hering as its new RVSA
commissioner, replacing Paul Sefranka.

WALKING TOUR...Westfield Democratic candidate for Fourth Ward council-
man, Greg Romer, center, talks with Pat and Bill O’Connor on Shadowlawn
Drive during his walking tour of the ward. WF BOE Appoints New

Assistant Superintendent
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Board
of Education on October 18 unanimously
appointed Paul Pineiro as the new assis-
tant superintendent of curriculum, in-
struction and programs. Mr. Pineiro has
filled the position after it was announced
that Anita O’Neal had retired.

It was announced by Board President
Julia Walker that Mr. Pineiro will super-
vise the coordinators of the district’s
Gifted and Talented Program as well as
oversee supervisors in mathematics, lan-
guage arts, social studies, science, fine
arts, world languages and Early Lan-
guage Learning (ELL). His position will
be effective as of December 19, 2011.

Since 2006, Mr. Pineiro has been the
director of curriculum for the Metuchen
school district and is also the principal of
Metuchen’s pre-kindergarten and kin-
dergarten school.

According to a BOE news release, Mr.
Pineiro has earned a Master of Arts de-
gree in Education with a concentration in
Administration from St. Peter’s College
in Jersey City and received a Bachelor of
Arts degree in English from Rutgers
University.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan noted Mr. Pineiro’s “proven under-
standing of curriculum and instruction”
and his “extensive background with tech-
nology.” She said the nine-member inter-
view team for the position included board
members Ginny Leiz and Rosanne Kurstedt.

In other business, it was announced
that the Special-Education Parents Com-
mittee of the PTC was sponsoring a pro-
gram for all parents in the district called,

“What you need to know about the New
Anti-Bullying NJ Bill of Rights and How
It Affects Our Children,” this past
Wednesday. The presentation included a
discussion concerning the rules, regula-
tions and procedures of the new law and
policy and included a question-and-an-
swer-period.

Also, the Roosevelt Intermediate
School’s Parent Teacher Student Organi-
zation (PTSO) will hold an event called
“Rachel’s Challenge” on Tuesday, No-
vember 1, from 7 to 8 p.m. for students in
6th grade and higher and their parents.
According to the announcement, the pre-
sentation is inspired by the first victim of
the Columbine High School, Littleton,
Colo., tragedy, Rachel Joy Scott. The
multi-media presentation is brought to
schools and communities across the na-
tion and will be led by a national guest
speaker. There is no attendance fee.

The board passed a resolution by a 6-
3 vote to bring board of education meet-
ings to the public via an “on-demand”
button from the district’s website. Board
member Mitchell Slater initiated the reso-
lution.

Ms. Walker brought her own resolu-
tion before the board, seeking the public’s
input on the prospect of the on-demand
availability; her resolution was rejected
by a 5-4 vote.

CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISER...Westfield Councilman Mark LoGrippo, left,
thanks supporters at a campaign fundraiser held on Tudor Oval on October 19.
Also pictured, from left to right, are: Mayor Andy Skibitsky, host Oliver Kirna
and Councilman James Foerst.

Council Candidate Van Epp Calls
For Greening of Westfield

Hundreds of towns in New Jersey and
thousands around the world are striving
to become more sustainable: to achieve
economic, social and environmental
sustainability. This will not only benefit
ourselves here and now with cleaner air,
water and land and money-saving en-
ergy conservation, but also pave the way
for your children and grandchildren to
enjoy lives as healthy, happy and pro-
ductive and as our own. Below I propose
a simple, seven-step approach to getting
Westfield well on the road to
sustainability:

Start with a Westfield Green Vision
Session: Hold a facilitated green vision-
ing session to get the community’s input
on where it wants to be, “green-wise,” in
five years, 10 years, 30 years…and get
input on how to get there; use the Sustain-
able Jersey (www.sustainablejersey.com)
list of measures as checklists for initial
ideas, but get specific to Westfield and
think “out of the box.”

Hold a Westfield Green Fair: Extend
the current practice of a Green Team
table at our fall and spring festivals to an
annual event dedicated to greening the
community; advertise the Green Vision
and Green Team at the Green Fair and
solicit involvement from the public.

Prepare a Sustainability Element to the
Westfield Master Plan: Follow the Sus-
tainable Jersey guidelines in preparing a
new element of the Master Plan that
addresses green buildings and other
sustainability measures; this plan ele-
ment will serve as the embryo for inte-
grating sustainability into all elements of
the Master Plan the next time it is up-
dated.

Apply for Sustainable Jersey Certifi-
cation for Westfield:  New Jersey Monthly
Magazine is not the only arbiter of com-

munity excellence and desirability; their
criteria rely on property value, property
tax, and crime and education criteria, but
our Green Vision will establish a set of
sustainability objectives and criteria by
which to judge progress in meeting those
objectives.

Leverage the Green Team to the Entire
Westfield Community: Establish more
committees of the Green Team along
topical initiatives and reach out and in-
volve residents and businesses in that
work; let the community lead and take
the credit!

Move Town Government to Set the
Example: Conduct energy-efficiency
and sustainability audits of all munici-
pal buildings and the municipal vehicle
fleet; then implement energy-efficiency
and renewable-energy systems to save
taxpayer money as well as conserve
energy.

Implement the Westfield Green Vi-
sion: This can include, for example:

Greening Downtown Westfield –
Work with the Downtown Westfield
Corporation to define and carry out green
projects in our downtown including, for
example, green roofs and walls, solar
roofs, and an enhanced “buy local” cam-
paign.

Greening Westfield’s Transport Sys-
tem – Reduce traffic – and thus parking
needs – by supporting alternative ways of
getting to the train station, bus stops,
schools, and downtown shops, e.g. on
foot, on bikes, on buses.

Starting a Residential Organic Garden-
ing Program – Promote and facilitate local
produce cooperatives, backyard wildlife
habitats, and bird and butterfly gardens.

Tim Van Epp, DEM
Westfield Council Candidate

David Haas, Councilman

Rahway River Park
Sees Improvements

CRANFORD – New surfacing and a
backboard for the basketball court, weed
clearing in Munsee Pond, and restoration
of a small pedestrian bridge are all in
store for a section of Union County’s
Rahway River Parkway in Cranford, on
the east of the Garden State Parkway.

The improvements include clearing a
heavy growth of aquatic weeds and under-
growth from Munsee Pond with a hydro-
raking machine. This work is fully funded
through the Union County Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund, under a $25,725 contract with
Aquatic Analysts of Middleville, N.J.
Work on the pond  is expected to be
finished before the end of October.  A
small bridge over a creek was damaged
during Hurricane Irene, and repair work
will start within the next two weeks.

Overpass Closed in SP
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Park Av-

enue overpass was closed for milling and
paving on Tuesday and Wednesday, Oc-
tober 25 and 26, between 9 a.m. and 5
p.m. Traffic delays were expected.
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Hello
Neighbors
First State Bank is now part of Northfield 
Bank.  We are excited to welcome former 
First State Bank customers to Northfield 
and proud to be your new neighbor in 
Cranford and Westfield. 

Northfield Bank was founded in 1887, 
and today we stay true to our core values 
of service, products and stability.

Stop by any one of our 23 branch 
locations in Central New Jersey, Staten 
Island and Brooklyn to say hello!

Avenel
1410 St. Georges Ave
(732) 587-222-1081

Cranford
16 Commerce Drive
(908) 789-9600

East Brunswick
755 Highway 18
(732) 238-5660 

Linden
501 N. Wood Ave
(908) 925-3755

Milltown
336 Ryders Lane
(732) 651-4172

Monroe Twp
1600 Perrineville Rd.
(609) 655-7535

Rahway
1515 Irving St. 
(732) 381-4242

Westfield
405 South Ave W.
(908) 272-0400

Woodbridge
616 Main St.
Opening 2012

New Jersey Locations

www.eNorthfield.com | (732) 499-7200

Member FDIC 
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Letters to the Editor
ABCDICTIONOPQRSTDECEPTIONUVWXYZ

TM

DDDD
Diction Deception

Letters to
the Editor

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rubiginose – Rust-colored
2. Threnody – A song of lamentation;

a dirge
3. Cozen – To cheat or defraud
4. Pollan – A white fish found in some

lakes in Ireland

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

LUSK
1. Soreness of the eyes
2. To sail with a quartering wind, or

with a wind about 45 degrees abaft the
beam

3. Lazy; idle
4. Muddy, thick or turbid

TUBERON
1. A wartlike lump or node
2. A shark
3. A potato
4. The pocket gopher

PILIGEROUS
1. Covered with hair
2. Putrid; foul-smelling
3. Shaped like a cap
4. Given to theft or robbery; untrust-

worthy
BRACCATE

1. Having feathers which conceal the
feet and legs

2. Concise; brief; to the point
3. Having the breadth of the cranium

greater than the length, according to the
cephalic index

4. In botany, furnished with branches
in pairs

Don’Don’Don’Don’Don’t Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Past

Souls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy Halloween
Although not sanctioned by any government cal-

endar, Halloween is a favorite holiday – colorful and
festive. Kids dress up as witches, skeletons and
ghosts, knocking on doors for treats – lest tricks and
haunts follow. It’s a rite of fall, but strange in that all
the fun seems based on the darkside – death, goblins,
haunted houses and horror.

Is it a hedonistic legacy or important sacrament?
Where did we learn to put fire in pumpkins, spread
fake cobwebs to instill fright, decorate halls with
phony human bones, pipe eerie music into our homes,
dress in monstrous costumes and hope to fly off into
the night on broomsticks like evil witches? It in-
spires us to party, to mask what we are and to honor
the strange – hoping to win a prize, but based on

what? Maybe it was the Celts, centuries ago, who
created this practice before beliefs existed, as we
now like to think of our sophisticated selves.

Is it because we’re not so sure of our beliefs today,
that we gleefully pay homage to these rites of our
roots? Do we refuse to laugh at the supposed igno-
rance of peoples long ago, those without science, we
say – those mired in fright and superstition and
darkness as night each year extends over day; as
winter winds howl during the fading fall. Are the
sounds they heard, calls from spirits; lonely souls
close at hand only during this time of year? Things
we seldom listen for today – are they still there?

Ancient cultures divided their calendars accord-
ing to the seasons of the year, heavily influenced by

cycles of weather with pastoral
markings taken from the heavens.
Astronomy provided the accepted
wisdom of their time. We may scoff
today and challenge these supersti-
tions. But, is it buried in the DNA of
our souls? How can one tell in look-
ing at the moon tonight or tomor-
row night? Was that a bat or witch
flickering by? Is there more to the
wind? Does it carry the moans of
our forefathers’ spirits?

For those who mock, we say spend
Halloween night at Gallows Hill
Road by Fairview Cemetery, and
your opinions may change. For oth-
ers, we say, play it safe; don’t scorn
the magic of souls past. Put on your
masks, don costumes, light jack-o-
lanterns and party.

Happy Halloween!

Vote November 8, 2011

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

From Fanwood DEM Campaign

GOP Candidates Should Provide
Their Ideas On Making FW Better

I read with great interest the recent
interview conducted by the Leader/Times
with the Fanwood Republican mayoral
and council candidates, Joe Britt, Jason
Benedict and Nicole Cole. As a former
councilwoman, I had hoped to find real
suggestions and solutions on how to bet-
ter control taxes and reduce spending as
part of their campaign strategy. I instead
learned that they wished to not only fur-
ther delay real change through the pursuit
of shared services and downtown rede-
velopment, but advocated to spend even
more money on additional studies.

Additionally, it was interesting to read
that they hold the current council, equally
represented by members of both parties,
responsible for the rise in our county taxes
by outsourcing our dispatching services.

There is no correlation between the
county tax rate and the services that they
provide to Fanwood through our dispatch-
ing services. Our county tax rate would
have been the same regardless, with no
discernible savings to Fanwood residents,
which we now realize through the
outsourcing of this service. In fact,
Fanwoodians historically contribute more
tax dollars to the county than we even
remotely get in return.

It is also eminently clear that they do not

understand the relationship between their
role as elected officials to lead (by making
polices and laws) and management (the
implementation of those policies) since
they seem to be advocating the termination
of all current employees, as they believe
they need “changes in management” as
they “look to manage the town well.” I have
found our municipal employees to be among
the most professional and knowledgeable
in their respective fields and believe we get
service above and beyond what is required.

If the Republican candidates sincerely
believe they can do a better job, perhaps the
current members of their party presently
sitting on the council should step up and
demonstrate through example just what
changes or ideas can make Fanwood a
better place to live. Until that time, it has
been the leadership of Mayor Colleen Mahr
with the support of Councilman Russ
Huegel and through Kevin Boris’ leader-
ship on the Planning Board that real change
and real cost savings have been realized
without the slightest decline in the quality
of programs and services.

That is why I am voting for the team of
Mahr, Huegel and Boris on Tuesday, No-
vember 8.

Donna Dolce
Fanwood DEM Campaign

From DEM Freeholder Candidates

Part of Having The Right Priorities Is
The Courage to Resist Making Cuts

County Democratic leadership has
brought stability to Union County even
through these troubled times, and the
Column A Freeholder Democratic Team
of Angel Estrada, Christopher Hudak
and Vernell Wright is supporting a blue-
print to develop more jobs, and increase
tax ratables in the years ahead.

In the effort to bolster employment
training, Democratic leadership at the
county level worked to support the open-
ing of two state-of-the art One-Stop fa-
cilities, which offer employment training
and referral services, in the eastern and
western ends of the county.

Democrats have also placed an empha-
sis on creating new jobs through eco-
nomic-development projects, including
the recently opened Union County Col-
lege Trinitas School for Nursing, and the
soon-to-be opened parking deck/com-
mercial facility in Midtown Elizabeth.
The county also worked to retain
Wakefern, one of the county’s largest
employers, and assist it to expand and
create hundreds of new jobs.

Democrats are also aggressively pur-
suing competitive federal grants for
workforce development in fields related
to renewable energy and energy conser-
vation. Democrats at the county level
helped obtain a $5 million ARRA-funded
Green Jobs grant (one of the largest of its
kind in the nation) that Union County
was selected to administer for New Jer-
sey.

Democrats have also endorsed an on-
going Union County Economic and
Workforce Competitiveness Project (de-
veloped with the John J. Heldrich Center
for Workforce Development at Rutgers
University), through workforce programs
that focus on fields demonstrating poten-
tial for sustainable growth, such as health
care, here in Union County. Phase I of the
Heldrich study identified health care,
transportation, warehousing, and phar-
maceutical and chemical manufacturing
sectors as likely candidates for success-
ful future growth.

Also emerging are health services for
older residents, especially in fields such
as home health aide, and home-improve-
ment services related to clean energy and
energy conservation.

Democrats at the county level have
successfully overseen the diversification
of Union County’s economy from a manu-

facturing base to include educational ser-
vices and retail/commercial activity, as
well as advanced manufacturing particu-
larly in pharmaceuticals, and we will
continue to continue to work toward these
goals.

According to a recent poll of Union
County residents released several months
ago by Monmouth University,  Union
County scored seventh highest among all
21 New Jersey Counties in the Garden
State Quality of Life index. In compari-
son to its urban neighbors, Union County
doubled the score of Essex County, while
also scoring higher than nearby Hudson,
Middlesex and Passaic Counties in the
index.

This speaks to the strength and stabil-
ity of our suburbs as well as the opportu-
nities in Union County’s urban centers.
According to the poll, Union County
residents are happy with where they live
and say their communities are safe. They
rate their county’s cultural activities, pub-
lic schools and public transportation op-
tions as top-notch. They rate their county
as fifth best in providing job opportuni-
ties and are also the least likely to move
from where they live.

While there are still many issues we
need to face in this tough economic envi-
ronment, we believe this poll to also be an
affirmation of quality-of-life initiatives
that are central to the Democratic board’s
governing policy at the county level of
government. Part of having the right pri-
orities is the courage to resist making cuts
in certain areas that would damage our
quality of life.

We believe attention to detail is impor-
tant, and it shows in our governing prac-
tice. Our Republican opponents at the
county level have perennially lacked any
solid or substantive plan to deal with the
pressing issues impacting our residents,
but are quick to point fingers and lay
blame.

On November 8, we believe the choice
is crystal clear: please vote for the Col-
umn A Democratic team that is standing
up for you on issues that matter most —
Angel Estrada, Christopher Hudak and
Vernell Wright.

Angel Estrada
Christopher Hudak

Vernell Wright
DEM Freeholder Candidates

Hale Proud to Support WUF, Urges
Others to Join in Fund’s 75th Year

We have been supporters of the Westfield
United Fund for more than 50 years. Ini-
tially, we were motivated by having just
one fund to deal with instead of 10 to 15
separate agencies each making separate
appeals.

Later, my wife became secretary of the
Fund, and I served as the budget chairman
of the committee that reviewed the pro-
posed allocations to the charities. In those
two roles, we got to see what significant
good these organizations did for Westfield.
We saw the real reason for donations to the
United Fund.

The announcement of the launch of their
75th Anniversary Campaign jogged me to
make an in-depth review of the now-19
organizations that will be aided by the
United Fund next year.

They are impressive. They are organiza-
tions that bring a better quality of life to
Westfielders. They assist children, elderly,
disabled and low-income residents. They
help our neighbors and friends. As a result,
I increased my commitment this year.

The United Fund – along with sister
organizations the Westfield Foundation,
the Westfield Rotary, the Westfield School
Boosters Association, the Education Fund,
the Westfield Historical Society, the Down-
town Westfield Corporation – have made
Westfield what it is today and what it will be
in the future – The Great American
Mainstreet, the Sports Capital of New Jer-
sey and, according to New Jersey Monthly,

the best town (in its population size) to live
in, in New Jersey.

I am proud to have been a longstanding
contributor, and I urge Westfielders to join
me in supporting the Westfield United Fund
in their 75th anniversary year.

Lee M. Hale
Westfield

Sontz Claims Council Has Been
‘Adversarial’ on Central Ave. Light

Instead of working towards a viable
and safe solution, the town council has
chosen to be adversarial. It has chosen to
spend precious resources defending a
mistake in judgment.

I am Matt Sontz, the Democratic can-
didate for Westfield Town Council for
the Third Ward. Nowhere is common
sense more noticeably absent than at the
Central Avenue pedestrian crossing.

The Central Avenue pedestrian cross-
ing is a constant reminder that we need
change on our Town Council.

I believe the pedestrian crossing should
be moved to the intersection of Central
Avenue and Clover Street. I believe the
light should be the same as the pedestrian
crossing that has existed for years at the
intersection of South Avenue and
Westfield Avenue by the train station.

That is, there should be a standard red,
yellow and green light that stays green
unless, and until, a pedestrian or the cross-
ing guard pushes the activation button.

This has worked well at South and
Westfield and will work just as well at
Central and Clover. There should be NO
TURN ON RED signs on both Central
and Clover to protect pedestrians just as

there are at all the other lights on Central
Avenue, which are at Park, Grove and
Sycamore.

The crossing guard is a necessity and
should be stationed at the light. This
pedestrian-activated light will prevent
traffic backups from occurring on Cen-
tral Avenue, which will protect the resi-
dents in the area. The existing cul-de-
sacs will protect residents from any po-
tential cut-through traffic.

Of course, I am open to any and all
suggestions to make a light at Central and
Clover even better.

Some residents have expressed con-
cern that the fight to move the light may
be subterfuge for some to have the light
taken down in its entirety. Let me be
absolutely clear about my position on
this. I believe that a light is better than no
light.

While I believe the light should be
moved, I will not, under any circum-
stances, support any plan by anybody
that seeks to have the existing light moved
without being immediately relocated to
the intersection of Central and Clover.

I will only support a plan that moves
the light at one time. I will not support

any plan by anybody that seeks to remove
the crossing guard. The crossing guard is
an absolute necessity to me.

The town council has had many oppor-
tunities to handle this situation better.
There have been so many chances to find
common ground among all of our
Jefferson School residents who are af-
fected by the light.

Instead of working towards a viable
and safe solution, the town council has
chosen to be adversarial. It has chosen to
spend precious resources defending a
mistake in judgment.

This is one reason among many for
why we need change this election. The
next election is not for another two years.
Let’s not wait to bring about the change
we need.

I hope you will support me in this
endeavor. Please support me with your
vote on Election Day, which is Novem-
ber 8. You can read more about my
campaign and the issues by visiting
mattsontz.com.

Matt Sontz (D)
Third Ward Candidate, Westfield

Robert Treat Lives Up
To Its Name

Beautiful food served with generous
hearts – now that’s what I call a real treat.
Thank you, Robert Treat Deli, for treating
us to the delicious spread during Girls
Night Out last Thursday.

The food was a treat in every sense – for
the eyes, the nose, as well as the palate. But
what really makes this place so special is
that the folks at Robert Treat always dish
out ample portions of the human touch – a
warm smile, a friendly hello, to all who stop
in, new customers and old friends.

It’s obvious they love their jobs and their
community.

From the bottom of my heart to the tip of
my taste buds, thanks again Robert Treat!
And thanks to the Downtown Westfield
Corporation for orchestrating this wonder-
ful shopping event.

Linda B. Condrillo
Mountainside

Todisco Says Report Was
Not Politically Charged
Please accept this note in response to

Garwood Mayor Quattrocchi’s letter
printed in the October 20 edition in
which she said my council report on the
Recreation Commission was politically
charged. Per my duty as liaison to the
Recreation Commission, I am respon-
sible for attending committee meetings
and providing information between the
Commission and the Mayor and Coun-
cil.

Due to the atmosphere of discontent
within the commission, the chairman
asked me to read a letter at the October
11 council meeting because he could not
personally attend. The matter was press-
ing since more than half of the members
were contemplating resignation. Al-
though the letter indicated the frustra-
tion felt, I read it because it is my duty to
report communication breakdowns.

Although the Mayor criticized my
reading of the letter at the council meet-
ing, I am firm in my decision that the
issue needed to be aired in public. My
actions resulted in the Mayor attending
her first commission meeting on Octo-
ber 19 and launching a discussion of the
issues. The dialogue clarified the matter
of appointments and communication in
general and appeared to avoid any resig-
nations.

My choice to read the letter as I felt
appropriate helped raise the concerns
and helped move the relationship for-
ward. Those are the actions of a states-
man, not a politician.

Sara Todisco, DEM
Garwood Council Candidate

No More
Dodge Ball?

For more letters,
see pages 5 & 19
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908-789-3303

Reader Suggests Constant Green
Light at Central Avenue Crosswalk

The Central Avenue pedestrian light
issue needs a solution. The following
facts exist along with practical improve-
ments.

1. Parking should not be permitted
within 200 feet approaching the lights on
the respective sides of Central. When cars
are not parked near the crossing, people
getting ready to use it are more visible.

2. The white lines on the pavement –
with no signs as to their purpose – mean
nothing and can’t be seen when snow-
covered.

3. The white-with-black-letters signs
on the structure can’t be read more than
200 feet away. The word “crosswalk” has
even smaller lettering. Typical stop signs
have 12-inch letters, while these are about

two or three inches.
4. The lights on the existing structure

are unlit except when activated. They
should have a constant green light except
when the crosswalk is activated. Alterna-
tively, a yellow blinking light facing up
and down Central on top of the structure
would get the attention of approaching
drivers.

The months of December and January
are especially dangerous in the early
morning and early evening because chil-
dren are using the crossing in the dark
hours. Also, when the sun is rising, and
one is driving towards Clark, the sun is
blinding.

When driving from Clark towards
Westfield on Central, this is the first traffic
signal after leaving Clark. People who do
not drive Central on a frequent basis are
not expecting this type of crossing signal.

Tim Harrington
Madison

MORE THAN A CENTURY OF MEMORIES...Congressman Leonard Lance,
last Wednesday, visited Westfield’s Senior Center to wish Elsie Diemer a happy
105th birthday.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance

425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ
(908) 518-7733

FW Redevelopment Becoming a Reality
It’s great to see the progress being

made on the Fanwood Crossing project at
the corner of South and Martine Av-
enues, which happens to be the most
highly visual location in the Downtown
Redevelopment Plan.

Having previously served as chairman
of the Planning and Zoning Board of
Adjustment for almost 20 years under five
mayors, I witnessed first-hand the vision
and plans that each had for the redevelop-
ment of downtown Fanwood, but it wasn’t
until Colleen Mahr became mayor that the
revised plan kicked into high gear.

Mayor Mahr’s tireless efforts and per-
sistence have resulted not only in the

completion of two other redevelopment
projects but other ones outside the rede-
velopment area that have greatly enhanced
the South Avenue corridor, namely The
Goddard School, The Town Bank,
Dunkin Donuts and the Messercola Build-
ing.

I urge Fanwood residents to vote for
Mayor Colleen Mahr, Councilman
Russell Huegel and Planning Board Chair-
man Kevin Boris. Their election will
ensure that the vision and plan for
Fanwood’s redevelopment continues to
become a reality.

Greg Cummings
Fanwood

Fanwood Candidate Benedict Promises
Communication, Diligence, Planning
As candidates for Fanwood Borough

Council, my running mates and I have the
opportunity to meet many residents as we
walk through the borough every week-
end. We have built strong bonds and
garnered a lot of enthusiastic support
during the campaign season as well as
interacting with friends and neighbors
throughout the years. It is through these
interactions that we have learned what
means the most to Fanwoodians and how
best to serve them.

We have invited friends, neighbors
and interested folks to join us on our
lawns to chat about what matters to them.
We host family friendly get-togethers
that support our local downtown busi-
nesses and encourage people to sample

Perfectly Proper to
Print All That Occurs
You must be very proud that your

publication is read each week by one as
high in the Republican Party as Mr. [Bill]
Palatucci. This man is an advisor to Presi-
dents, is an advisor to Gov. Christie and
is one of the state’s leaders in his party. It
is amazing that he is following allega-
tions of mismanagement and mistreat-
ment of taxpayers in Westfield.

The Republican Party is proud of the
groundswell now known as the Tea Party.
This was a small band of citizens that
spoke the truth and gained popularity.
The only ones who objected to the Tea
Party were the non-Republican en-
trenched politicians who had something
to lose by a popular movement armed
with facts rather than platitudes.

I cannot imagine why one so high in
the Republican Party would object to
citizens exercising their rights at council
meetings and your reporting their com-
ments. While I will agree that the tone of
the criticism is sometimes rude, I do
remember that the Tea Party, in its begin-
ning, was less than polite.

I think it is perfectly proper for a news-
paper to faithfully print everything that
occurs at a council meeting. I am sure the
members of the Tea Party, who depended
so much on Freedom of the Press, would
agree that no newspaper should limit its
coverage of the news just because a po-
litical leader seems to get bored with the
repetition of the coverage.

A. John Blake
Westfield

our borough stores.
Please consider that while we do not

have the resources that the incumbents
have, we do have a passion for Fanwood’s
future and a desire to serve our commu-
nity. We have leadership experience, fi-
nancial skills and the management exper-
tise we believe Fanwood needs. Through
honest communications, due diligence,
planning and a commitment to control
spending, we offer you an opportunity to
cast your vote for a new, vibrant team to
represent you on the Borough Council.

It would be my profound honor and
privilege to serve the Borough of
Fanwood, represent my community and
help lead Fanwood, with Joe Britt and
Nicole Cole, into a brighter future. I
humbly ask for your vote this November
8.

Jason Benedict, GOP
Fanwood Council Candidate

Nicole Cole Touts Her
Leadership, Experience

The writer for the Fanwood Demo-
cratic ticket has an interesting interpreta-
tion of the Scotch Plains Fanwood Times’
recent article on the interview with the
Republican candidates for mayor and
borough council. As one of the partici-
pants in that interview, I certainly do not
understand how she reached such a mis-
guided conclusion. Considering my pro-
fessional background is grounded in
“making policies and laws,” I am confi-
dent my experience is more than suffi-
cient to fulfill the role of councilwoman.

However, I wholeheartedly agree with
the writer that “Fanwoodians historically
contribute more tax dollars to the county
than we even remotely get in return,” and
Fanwood’s “municipal employees to be
among the most professional and knowl-
edgeable in their respective fields.”

Citizens will have the opportunity to
hear, first-hand, our positions and plans
at the Candidates’ Debate tonight, Octo-
ber 27. Please come out to Fanwood
Borough Hall and hear each of the candi-
dates speak for themselves and on the
future of Fanwood. Fanwoodians can
decide for themselves if they wish to
continue the status quo or vote for Britt,
Benedict and Cole on November 8.

Nicole Cole, GOP
Fanwood Council Candidate
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POLICE BLOTTER

Christopher Dean Band
Plans Return to Library

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Me-
morial Library will bring back the
Christopher Dean Band on Wednes-
day, November 2, at 7 p.m. The library
is located at 550 East Broad Street.

The Christopher Dean Band is a
regional blues/soul band based out of
the Central New Jersey area, working
up and down the east coast year-
round. Christopher Dean fronts the
group, playing guitar and singing lead
vocals. Bassist David Foti, who also
has toured worldwide with Big Jack
Johnson, has been the core of the
rhythm section since the band’s in-
ception. Chip Dixon is the band’s
primary drummer, covering all of its
northeast work. A rhythm and blues
soul drummer, he has played and
toured with The Black Widow Band
and Magic Red.

The band continues to perform 180
shows a year and has played The
Kennedy Center, B.B. King’s Blues
Club in New York City, as well as many

other prestigious venues around the
country. This is the band’s second visit
to the Westfield Memorial Library.

The program is free and open to
Westfield Memorial Library and MU-
RAL cardholders. MURAL
cardholders belong to libraries that
are part of the Middlesex Union Re-
ciprocal Agreement Libraries. To see
if a library participates, visit
wmlnj.org. To register for the pro-
gram, access wmlnj.org and click on
the Online Calendar, or call (908)
789-4090, extension no. 7951.

F-SP Festivities Are
Set For Halloween

FANWOOD – The annual
Fanwood and Scotch Plains Hallow-
een Parade and Costume Contest will
take place on Monday, October 31,
presented by the Fanwood Recre-
ation Commission and the Scotch
Plains Recreation Commission.

The festivities will kick off at 5:30
p.m. in the Fanwood Memorial Li-
brary parking lot, at North Avenue
and Forest Road, with “Trunk-or-
Treat.” Trunks will close by 6 p.m.

Children and adults who want to
march in the parade should assemble in
front of the library by 6 p.m.; the parade
will depart from there at 6:15 p.m. for
LaGrande Park. Once the parade ar-
rives at LaGrande Park, at approxi-
mately 6:30 p.m., the costume contest
will begin for children of all ages.

Additionally, anyone who wants to
enter a pumpkin in the Jack-o-Lantern
Contest should bring his or her carved
creation to the park and fill out an
entry form by 6:30 p.m. Prizes will be
awarded for the best costumes and the
best jack-o-lanterns. Free cider, dough-
nuts and coffee will be available.

Support Our Troops!
Did you buy too much Halloween candy?

Should you really be eating all that candy?

No problem…

Donate your extra candy for a good cause.

Operation Gratitude is now collecting candy for their holiday

packages to send to our troops overseas. The deadline for

receiving the candy in our office is Tuesday, November 8th.

Elaine M. Swingle, DMD, FAGD

330 Lenox Avenue

Westfield, New Jersey 07090

908-232-6132 • www.greatsmilesdr.com

Please bring wrapped candy to:

Great Smiles, General Dentistry

Donate Extra Candy!

Follow us on Facebook @ Great Smiles Dentistry - Dr. Elaine Swingle.

 Open to Westfield Memorial 
Library and MURAL cardholders. 

Sign up online at 
www.wmlnj.org and click on 

Online Calendar, or call 
908.789.4090 x7951  

550 East Broad Street  Westfield  
www.wmlnj.org       908.789.4090 

  

Chris Messineo narrates an audiovisual presentation of some of 

wit and insight into the craft of film making. Mr. Messineo is an 
award-winning filmmaker and an accomplished lecturer. Learn 

 

Chris Messineo Sir Alfred Hitchcock 

The Westfield Memorial Library 
presents 

 
Saturday, October 29 at 2:00 p.m. 

By Chris Messineo,  
Director of the NJ Film Institute 

Women of Excellence
Nominations Sought
COUNTY – Area residents still have

an opportunity to nominate candidates
for the 20th annual Women of Excel-
lence awards program, sponsored by
the Union County Commission on the
Status of Women and the Union
County Board of Chosen Freeholders.
The award recognizes achievements
by women from all walks of life who
live or work in Union County.

All Women of Excellence awardees
are recognized with a dinner in their
honor and receive a certificate of
achievement.

Nominations may be submitted for
any woman, age 21 or older, who has
distinguished herself in the arts, com-
munity service, business, education,
government, law enforcement, medi-
cine and other fields.

To obtain a Women of Excellence
Award nomination form, contact
Madeline Brigantino at (908) 527-
4144 or mbrigantino@ucnj.org, or
visit ucnj.org to download the form.

Nominations must be postmarked
by Thursday, December 1, 2011. The
completed form should be mailed to
Jane O’Hara, Union County Com-
mission on the Status of Women, 708
Newark Avenue, Westfield, N.J.
07090.

Dedication of Bricks
To Honor Veterans

MOUNTAINSIDE – Dedication
of veterans bricks at the historic
Hetfield House will take place on
Veterans Day, Friday, November 11,
at 2 p.m. Recognition of the bricks
honoring veterans will follow dedi-
cation of other resident bricks in-
stalled at the same time.

A single, small flag designates the
veterans bricks. All proceeds from
brick sales will go to the Mountainside
Historic Preservation Committee in
support of the Hetfield House, located
on Constitution Plaza.

“We are moving into the holiday
season and I’d like to invite all of you,
in addition to our brick ceremony, to
our traditional Christmas tree-light-
ing ceremony and cookie sale on
Saturday, December 3,” said Scott
Daniels, committee chairman, in a
statement to the community.

The Gingerbread Open House will
be held on Sunday, December 11.
Information on all upcoming events
will be posted on the website
mountainsidehistory.org.

Golden Agers Slate
Lakeside Manor Trip
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Golden Agers Club will take
its monthly trip to Lakeside Manor in
Hazlet on Wednesday, November 9,
and listen to Jimmy Merchants Big
Band present “Big Band and Doo
Wop Favorites.”

The $60 cost includes a luncheon
featuring an entrée choice of Top
Sirloin of Beef, Chicken Francaise
or Broiled Tilapia, tossed salad, des-
sert and accompaniments. All are
welcome. The bus will leave at 10
a.m. from the Scotch Hills Country
Club parking lot in Scotch Plains. If
interested, call Mary De Jesso at
(908) 654-4512.

Rotary to Present Concert
Benefiting Ugandan Girls

FANWOOD – The Rotary Club of
Fanwood-Scotch Plains has orga-
nized a benefit concert entitled “Beads
of Hope…A Night of Celebration”
on Saturday, November 19, to sup-
port and aid disadvantaged young
girls in Kampala, Uganda.

“Beads of Hope” has become the
Fanwood-Scotch Plains Rotary
Club’s International project. It is de-
signed to help girls who are forced
into child labor and prostitution and
who have lost their parents to AIDS,
famine and war.

The concert will begin at 7:30 p.m.
at Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School and will feature local talent,
including high-school students and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood residents.

The club’s goal is to raise funds to
help sustain the “Set Her Free” home in

Kampala, where girls from destitute
situations can receive hope, love and an
education that will enable them to be-
come self-sustaining as young adults.
When these girls are not in school, they
make paper beads, a Ugandan art. The
sale of these beads, made from re-
cycled paper, supports this cause.

In addition to the entertainment, those
attending the concert will get to see the
girls at “Set Her Free” and their house-
mother, Robinah, through Skype.

Tickets will be $20 for adults with a
free bracelet; $10 for students with a
free bracelet, and $5 for students with-
out a bracelet. Donations will be ac-
cepted. Jewelry will be on sale during
intermission (cash or checks only).
Checks can be made payable to: FSP
Rotary. One hundred percent of all
proceeds will go to help the girls.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Inter-
act club (Interact is the youth version
of Rotary) also has taken on this project
and raised well over $1,000 by selling
bracelets during the last school year.

Donations are welcome even if one
cannot attend this event. All contri-
butions can be made payable to FSP
Rotary, indicated as a Beads of Hope
donation, and sent to: FSP Rotary,
P.O. Box 426, Fanwood, N.J. 07023.

For further information, e-mail
Kiran@designalternativesllc.com.

PRIDE IN THE PAST…Fran Gold, left, of the Miller-Cory House Museum in
Westfield, welcomes Kailey and Marianne Bondarowicz of Scotch Plains to “Four
Centuries in a Weekend” festivities at the museum on October 15. The museum was
among 24 historic sites in Union County to participate in the two-day event,
sponsored by the Union County Office of Cultural and Heritage Affairs.

Scotch Plains Police to Host
Medicine Disposal Saturday
SCOTCH PLAINS - The Scotch

Plains Police Department will host
an “Operation Take Back New Jer-
sey” local collection site as part of the
“Operation Take Back New Jersey”
medicine disposal day.

The event will take place this Sat-
urday, October 29, between 10 a.m.
and 2 p.m. at police headquarters,
located at 430 Park Avenue in Scotch
Plains.

This initiative is open to all resi-
dents and was organized to encour-
age local citizens to properly dispose
of their unused, unwanted and ex-

pired medicine.
This statewide effort, with the ma-

jority of New Jersey police depart-
ments participating, is being spear-
headed by the Drug Enforcement
Administration’s (DEA) New Jersey
Division, the New Jersey Office of
the Attorney General, the New Jersey
State Association of Chiefs of Police,
the NY/NJ HIDTA and the New Jer-
sey National Guard. Scotch Plains
residents looking for information on
the program and local collection sites
outside Scotch Plains should visit
operationtakebacknj.com.

Westfield
Monday, October 17, William

Entriken, 20, of Union was arrested
in a municipal lot on Central Avenue
on charges of being a disorderly per-
son and resisting arrest. The arrest
was pursuant to a report of an argu-
ment in the parking lot. He was pro-
cessed and released on his own re-
cognizance.

Tuesday, October 18, Robert
Raniero, 27, of Edison was arrested
on an outstanding Tinton Falls traf-
fic warrant for $750 pursuant to a
motor vehicle stop at Central Av-
enue and Cacciola Place. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released on posted
bail.

Tuesday, October 18, Farad
Livingston, 28, of East Orange was
arrested at the Essex County jail on
an outstanding Westfield traffic war-
rant for $500. He was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
held in lieu of bail.

Tuesday, October 18, Quentin
Glover, 21, of Hillside was arrested
on an outstanding Little Egg Harbor
warrant pursuant to a motor vehicle
stop. He was processed and released
on his own recognizance with a new
court date.

Wednesday, October 19, a motor
vehicle, described as a bronze 2001
GMC Yukon, was reported stolen on
the 800 block of Dartmoor Street.

Wednesday, October 19, a resi-
dence on the 600 block of Embree
Crescent was reported burglarized.

Wednesday, October 19, J. B.
Schmidt, 71, of South Plainfield was
arrested on outstanding traffic war-
rants from Westfield, Fanwood and
Highland Park. She was transported
to police headquarters, processed and
released on her own recognizance by
each agency.

Wednesday, October 19, Kenneth
E. Rein, 60, of Berkeley Heights was
arrested in the area of West North
Avenue and Elm Street and charged
with driving while intoxicated (DWI).
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and released to a
responsible adult.

Thursday, October 20, in an act of
criminal mischief, a motor vehicle
was scratched with a sharp object in
a municipal lot on Elm Street.

Thursday, October 20, a theft via
the United States Mail was reported
on the 400 block of Kimball Turn, in
which flash drives were removed from
an envelope.

Friday, October 21, Carla C.
Johnson, 43, and Leigh M. Mitchell,
44, both of Plainfield, were arrested
and charged with shoplifting from
a business on the 200 block of West
South Avenue. The pair was ini-
tially stopped for a motor vehicle
violation. According to police, an
officer observed items on the floor
of the backseat and became suspi-
cious; a review of security footage
at a nearby business showed the
suspects leaving the store with mer-
chandise they concealed in bags
they were carrying. The pair then
turned over the stolen merchandise
to officers, authorities said. Both
suspects were arrested and trans-
ported to police headquarters. They
were processed, issued summonses
and released.

Friday, October 21, Frederick Roe,
48, of Newark was picked up at the
Essex County jail on an outstanding
Westfield criminal warrant for $152.
He was transported to police head-
quarters, processed and committed
to the Union County jail pending a
court appearance.

Friday, October 21, Laritza M.
Hernandez, 26, of Brooklyn, N.Y.
was arrested during a motor vehicle
stop in the area of East Broad and
Prospect Streets on an outstanding
Kenilworth traffic warrant. She was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting
$160 bail.

Saturday, October 22, Sonji K.
Manley, 39, of Bayonne was arrested
during a traffic stop at East North
Avenue and Elmer Street on outstand-
ing warrants from Jersey City, for
$95, and Bayonne, for $113. She was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released after posting
bail.

Saturday, October 22, a burglary
and theft were reported at a residence
on the 300 block of John Street. The
victims left their home at 11 a.m. and
returned at approximately 1 p.m. to
discover the incident. At the time of
the report, the exact quantity of the
theft was unknown.

Scotch Plains
Monday, October 17, a resident of

Katherine Street reported that some-
time overnight, someone threw rocks
at his motor vehicle, causing dam-
age.

Wednesday, October 19, the man-
ager of a Route 22 gas station re-
ported that a customer asked to have
his gas tank filled up and then left
without paying. According to police,
the suspect received approximately
$94 in gas.

Wednesday, October 19, a resident
of Park Avenue reported that some-
time overnight someone stole his bi-
cycle, valued at approximately $200.
The bicycle had been left on the side
of his house.

Thursday, October 20, a resident
of Church Avenue reported that a
neighbor left a note on his door after
they got into a disagreement about
the property line.

Friday, October 21, Demetria
Vanderverr, 18, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with underage
consumption of alcohol after a motor
vehicle in which she was a passenger
was stopped for a motor vehicle vio-
lation on Mountain Avenue and she
was observed with an open container
of alcohol. She was transported to
police headquarters, processed and
released.

Friday, October 21, Jazel
Sheppard, 20, of Scotch Plains was
arrested and charged with DWI after
a motor vehicle stop on Henry Street,
at which time the officer smelled a
strong odor of alcohol. According to
police, after failing multiple field
sobriety tests, she was transported
to police headquarters, processed
and released.

Sunday, October 23, Jefferd
Marable, 24, of Fanwood was ar-
rested and charged with disorderly
conduct after an officer responded
to a disturbance on Nicholl Avenue
and found Marable allegedly yell-
ing and banging on a window of a
house. He was transported to police
headquarters, processed and re-
leased.

Fanwood
Tuesday, October 18, a victim re-

ported the theft of his cell phone,
valued at $200, from his unlocked
motor vehicle between 1:30 and 1:45
p.m. The vehicle was parked on the
300 block of South Avenue at the
time the incident occurred.

Wednesday, October 19, Lisa
Ostroff, 48, of Westfield was arrested
on an active warrant out of Fanwood
after a motor vehicle accident at the
intersection of LaGrande and First
Avenues. She was processed, posted
bail and released.

Thursday, October 20, Robert Pe-
terman, 32, of Plainfield was arrested
on an active warrant out of Plainfield
after a motor vehicle stop at Terrill
Road and East 2nd Street. He was
processed, posted bail and released.

Friday, October 21, Ruth Stewart,
30, of Middlesex was arrested on an
active warrant out of Piscataway af-
ter a motor vehicle stop at South
Avenue and Terrill Road. She was
processed and released by the
Piscataway Court.

Mountainside
Tuesday, October 18, Vontica T.

Jordan, 30, of Newark was arrested
for allegedly driving with a suspended
license and an outstanding warrant
out of Livingston after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22. She was pro-
cessed and released.

Tuesday, October 18, James R.
Harroll, 57, of Plainfield was arrested
and charged with DWI after a motor
vehicle stop on Route 22. He was
transported to police headquarters,
processed and released.

Tuesday, October 18, an officer
responded to a gas station on New
Providence Road on the report of
damage to a pump after an individual
received gas and drove away with the
hose still attached to her motor ve-
hicle. According to police, the sus-
pect stopped temporarily before driv-
ing off. The attendant was able to
retrieve the license plate and police
made a call to the suspect, who
claimed to be confused due to a lan-
guage barrier, stating she would re-
turn to the station and try to resolve
the issue.

Friday, October 21, an individual
came into police headquarters to re-
port that someone had opened an
account without his authorization and
made approximately $1,395 in
fraudulent charges.

Saturday, October 22, Shainah M.
Bowens, 26, of West Orange was
arrested for allegedly driving with a
suspended license after a motor ve-
hicle stop on Route 22. She was pro-
cessed and released.

www.goleader.com

Garwood Lions
To Host Parade

GARWOOD – The Garwood Li-
ons Club will host the borough’s an-
nual Halloween Parade on Monday,
October 31. The parade will step off
at 7 p.m. sharp. After assembling at
Willow Avenue and Center Street,
marchers will proceed to the Lincoln
School gymnasium on Second Av-
enue. Costume judging will take place
in the gymnasium.



A WATCHUNG COMMUNICATIONS, INC. PUBLICATION The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES Thursday, October 27, 2011 Page 7

Senior Citizens Council Sets
Health Fair For November 3
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union

County Senior Citizens Council will
hold its sixth annual Health and
Lifestyle Fair on Thursday, Novem-
ber 3, at L’Affaire Fine Catering,
located at 1099 Route 22, East, in
Mountainside.

The event will provide attendees
with a wide range of information on
health-care concerns and lifestyle is-
sues such as recreational programs,
in-home care and housing alterna-
tives. Seniors also will be able to take
advantage of the free on-site health
screenings that are provided by local
hospitals.

The doors for the health fair will
open at 8:45 a.m. with exhibits and
screenings. A continental breakfast
will be served. Additionally, there will
be special presentations from 10 to 11
a.m. with speakers on arthritis, diabe-
tes and an update on the new rules for
Medicare and prescription drug plans.
There will be time for questions fol-
lowing each presentation.

Dr. Ari Eckman, chief of the Divi-
sion of Endocrinology, Diabetes and
Metabolism at Trinitas Regional
Medical Center, will discuss the cur-
rent diabetes epidemic and strategies
for prevention and management of
the disease. The Diabetes Manage-
ment Center is cited as one of the top
10 centers in the United States. Also
on hand for the November program
will be Gloria Hennessey of the New
Jersey Chapter of the Arthritis Foun-
dation.

Kenneth Rosenblatt of United
Healthcare will provide an update on
the new rules for Medicare and pre-
scription drug plans.

“Healthcare is the most important
priority for our seniors. Our seniors
deserve to be treated with the most
advanced care available,” said Ellen
Steinberg, chairwoman of the Union
County Senior Citizens Council.

“The purpose of the health fair is to
provide our seniors with as much
information as possible,” added Ri-
chard Stone, executive director of the
Senior Citizens Council.

There is no charge for this program,
but it is requested that those planning
to attend respond in advance.

For more information or to respond,
call the Union County Senior Citi-
zens Council at (908) 964-7555. The
Senior Citizens Council is a not-for-
profit organization devoted to the
needs of older Americans, their fami-
lies and caregivers.

Baptist Church Invites
All to Grandma’s Attic

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Baptist Church will hold its
annual Grandma’s Attic Bazaar on
Saturday, November 5, from 10 a.m.
to 3 p.m. All are welcome.

Merchandise will include one-of-
a-kind items, brand-new and used;
holiday décor and gift items; vin-
tage jewelry; toys; clothes for the
entire family; china; glassware;
kitchen and household items. Shop-
pers also will be able to have lunch
at the café, and a bake sale will be
featured as well.

All proceeds from the bazaar will
benefit the church’s charities, in-
cluding special missions projects.

The Scotch Plains Baptist Church
is located at 333 Park Avenue in
Scotch Plains (across from Bank of
America, between Mountain Avenue
and Grand Street.) Visitors are asked
to use the Grand Street entrance. For
more information and directions, call
the church office at (908) 322-5487.

SHOW OF SUPPORT…New Eagle Scout Daniel Tivenan of Westfield, a member
of Boy Scout Troop No. 273, is pictured with his past and present scout leaders
as he receives the highest rank in Boy Scouting. Shown with Daniel, from left to
right, are: Patrick Gibbons, Mike Scharpf, John Cline, Mike Wolski, Iggy Rivera
and Dr. Eric Deutchman.

Westfield’s Daniel Tivenan
Achieves Eagle Scout Rank

WESTFIELD – Daniel Tivenan, a
member of Boy Scout Troop No.
273 sponsored by Jefferson Elemen-
tary School in Westfield, recently
earned the highest honor in Boy
Scouting – the Eagle Scout Award.
Only 4 percent of all Boy Scouts
attain this honor.

Dan, the son of Bernadette and
Brian Tivenan of Westfield, earned
his award on June 17. A 2011 gradu-
ate of Westfield High School, he
now attends The College of Archi-
tecture at New Jersey Institute of
Technology.

His Eagle Scout project consisted
of renovating the Norman and Marie
Love Food Pantry at the Union Bap-
tist Church in Montclair. Dan over-
saw a group of volunteers who cleared
out the existing pantry, repainted the
space and constructed and installed
shelving and new lighting. The reno-
vated space was reorganized for stor-
age and bagging of food products
and the shelves were restocked with
donated canned foods.

Dan expressed appreciation to
Mrs. Love and her son, Joel Love,
who offered their assistance with

this project. Mrs. Love and her hus-
band founded the food pantry in
November of 2004. She continues,
now with the help of her son, Joel,
this service to the needy in the
Montclair area.

Additionally, Dan thanked his
present and past Scout leaders, Mike
Wolski, Dr. Eric Deutchman, John
Cline, Mike Scharpf, Patrick Gib-
bons and Iggy Rivera, for helping
and encouraging him to pursue this
goal over his 10 years in Scouting.
He also expressed his appreciation
to all the Scouts, friends and family
who donated their time, materials
and money to complete the project.
Dan additionally extended special
thanks to the Westfield businesses of
James DoCampo – Attorney and Leo
White of Murph Construction for
their generous donations.

Christine Cosenza, Agent
2 Elm Street

Westfield, NJ 07090-2148
Bus: 908-233-9100

www.christinecosenza.net

732.499.6343 � rwjuhr.com

Better living is just ahead. 

Want to return to active, 
pain-free living?
Look to the Joint Center at RWJ Rahway for expert care. 

Get back in the action, with 

the help of a dedicated team 

working with you every step 

of the way, from inpatient 

stay to outpatient therapy. 

Our program is among the 

fi nest; in fact, 95% of our 

patients go home within 

three days of their surgery.

GET BETTER.
STAY BETTER.

Joint Replacement
Center

The

Corinne
Hip Replacement Patient

When choosing care at home, 
CHOOSE EXPERIENCE 

 

�� Personal care and homemaking services 
�� Flexible scheduling and affordable rates 
��Medicaid & Veteran’s Benefit accepted 
�� Emotional support for both client and family 
��Access to array of SAGE Eldercare’s programs 
��NEW!  Holistic Living Services (including at-home geriatric 

massage, healing touch, and more!) 
 

Call Stephanie 
908.598.5529 

www.sageeldercare.org 

Certified  
Home Health 

Aides  
Hourly & Live-In 

 

RN Supervised  

VOTE NOVEMBER 8th FOR TIM VAN EPP 
FOR 1st WARD TOWN COUNCILMAN

www.TimVanEpp4TownCouncil.com
Paid for by:  Tim Van Epp for Town Council, Alice Fertig, Treasurer

Tim Van Epp
for Westfield Town Council

Free Support Group to Start
For Parents of Autistic Kids
SCOTCH PLAINS – Resolve Com-

munity Counseling Center, Inc. will
offer a free support group for parents
of children with autism, Asperger’s
Syndrome and Pervasive Develop-
mental Disorders. The group will
meet on Saturday mornings starting
October 29, from 11 a.m. to noon, at
Resolve’s office. Resolve is located
at 1830 Front Street in Scotch Plains.
This program will run for 10 weeks.

This program will provide a sup-
portive environment where parents
may interact and share with each
other, while discussing parenting is-
sues and advocacy for their child,
themselves and their entire family.

Topics will include taking care of
the caregiver; addressing behavioral
concerns; sibling relations; fostering
healthy self-esteem; different ap-
proaches to supporting social devel-
opment for the child, and the pros
and cons of allowing children with
autism spectrum conditions to use
the Internet, social networking and

video gaming.
Liza Burns will present the pro-

gram, with the assistance and support
of Resolve’s staff. Ms. Burns holds a
master’s degree in clinical psychol-
ogy from Antioch University in Los
Angeles and has seven years coun-
seling experience. She also is the
mother of an 18-year-old child with
Asperger’s Syndrome.

Parents who wish to participate
should contact Resolve Community
Counseling Center at (908) 322-9180,
extension no. 10. This program is for
parents only; Resolve is unable to
provide babysitting service.

Resolve Community Counseling
Center is a non-profit mental health
organization providing counseling,
psychotherapy and psychological ser-
vices for people from all social and
economic backgrounds. Fees for in-
dividual counseling are determined
on a sliding scale, according to abil-
ity to pay. For more information, visit
resolvenj.com.

Grief Support Groups
To Begin Next Month
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Center

for Hope Hospice and Palliative Care
will offer grief support groups begin-
ning in November and December. All
groups will meet at Acadia House,
located at 175 Glenside Avenue in
Scotch Plains.

A group for those who have expe-
rienced the loss of a parent will begin
on Tuesday, November 15; a group
for those who have lost a spouse will
begin on Wednesday, November 16,
and a group dealing with general loss
will begin on Thursday, December 1.

Groups will meet for eight ses-
sions, from 7 to 8:30 p.m. The cost is
$35 for all eight sessions. For more
information, call Acadia House at
(908) 654-3711. All are welcome.

Rosary Society Lists
Communion Breakfast

WESTFIELD – Holy Trinity and
St. Helen’s Rosary Society will hold
their annual Communion Breakfast
on Sunday, November 13. It will take
place at The Westwood in Garwood
following the 9 a.m. Mass at the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in
Westfield.

Monsignor Frank Houghton, pas-
tor of Holy Trinity, will be the guest
speaker. He will discuss “The Lumi-
nous Mysteries.” Tickets are $20. For
more information, call Beverly
Caldora at (908) 947-8070. All are
welcome.

Children’s Book Sale,
Storyteller on Tap

WESTFIELD – In time for the
holidays, the Friends of the
Westfield Memorial Library will
sponsor a children’s-only book sale
and showcase a storyteller at the
library. The library is located at 550
East Broad Street.

The sale will take place on Tues-
day, November 15, from 10 a.m. to
8 p.m. Half-price day will be
Wednesday, November 16, from 10
a.m. to 7 p.m.

Additionally on November 15, sto-
ryteller Kathy Tatlow will visit the
library at 4 p.m. Ms. Tatlow taught
art, reading, language arts and drama
at Oak Knoll School in Summit,
where she initiated a program that
integrated music, art, storytelling and
drama into the curriculum. She inte-
grated her story-telling skills in the
Kaleidoscope Program at the Visual
Arts Center of New Jersey.

Donations of items for the sale
will be accepted at the library on
Monday, November 14, from 9 a.m.
to 9 p.m. Individuals are asked to
donate only gently used children’s
and teens’ hardcover and paperback
books. All donations will benefit
the Westfield Memorial Library and
are tax-deductible.

Rummage Sale Set
Sunday at Temple

CRANFORD – The Sisterhood of
Temple Beth El Mekor Chayim will
have its fall Rummage Sale this Sun-
day, October 30, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
It will be held in the temple, located
at 338 Walnut Avenue in Cranford.

Jessica Hoff-Gottschalk, event
chairperson, has announced that there
will be available for sale men’s,
women’s and children’s clothing, as
well as household items, bric-a-brac,
toys and miscellaneous items. For
more information, call the temple at
(908) 276-9231 during office hours.
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   Begun in 1876 by William Gray, in Cranford and later Incorporated in 

 1897 as the Gray Burial & Cremation Company. 

 Today, known by many simply as Gray’s. We continue to provide the 

personal service that began with Mr. Gray, whether it be for burial or 

cremation.    

 

Gray Funeral Home      Gray Memorial Funeral Home  

318 East Broad St.       12 Springfield Ave. 

Westfield, NJ  07090      Cranford, NJ  07016 

William A. Doyle Mgr.      Dale R. Schoustra Mgr. 

NJ Lic. Number 2325      NJ Lic. Number  3707 

(908)-233-0143       (908)-276-0092 

Gray Funeral Homes 
Since 1897 

 

 

John-Michael “J.M.” Jones

N.J. Lic. #4869

Director

www.grayfuneralhomes.com

DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY…Boy Scout Troop No. 73, sponsored by the Holy
Trinity Roman Catholic Church in Westfield, will celebrate its 75th anniversary
this year with a dinner at The Westwood in Garwood on Friday, November 25.
To make a reservation for this international buffet dinner, at $50 per person (cash
bar), for more information and/or to provide contact information, contact Kathy
Gilmartin at WestfieldTroop73@gmail.com by Tuesday, November 1. Pictured
are Troop 73 scouts Dave Humm and Greg Scheuermann tent camping in 1946.

Kathleen DeMair, 60
Kathleen M. DeMair, 60, passed

away on Thursday, October 20, 2011,
at Center for Hope Hospice in Scotch
Plains.

Born and raised in Elizabeth, she
moved to Scotch Plains in 1979.

Kathleen earned her Bachelor of
Science degree in Mathematics from
Kean University. She most recently
worked as a bookkeeper for Home
Depot in Watchung.

Surviving are her beloved husband,
Donald; her three children, Jillian,
David and Karina, and her brother,
Thomas Slahor.

Private cremation took place under
the direction of the Memorial Funeral
Home, 155 South Avenue in Fanwood.

In lieu of flowers, donations would
be appreciated to the American Can-
cer Society (www.cancer.org) or to
Center for Hope Hospice, 1900
Raritan Road, Scotch Plains, N.J.
07076. For additional information or
to express condolences, please visit
www.fanwoodmemorial.com.

October 27, 2011

Historical Society to Hear
About Morristown Park

WESTFIELD – Jude M. Pfister,
chief of Cultural Resources,
Morristown National Historical Park,
will be the guest speaker at the First
Wednesday Luncheon of the
Westfield Historical Society. The lun-
cheon will be held at noon on No-
vember 2 at the Echo Lake Country
Club, located at 515 Springfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

Mr. Pfister will speak on some little-
known aspects of Morristown Na-
tional Historical Park. While most
people are familiar with George
Washington’s connection to
Morristown, there are many other
aspects of the development of the
historical park that are wholly un-
known and make the Morristown
story much more unique and specific
to New Jersey. Among other facts,
Morristown National Historical Park
was the scene of many “firsts” in the
field of historic preservation.

Mr. Pfister has been part of the
Morristown National Historical Park
since 2004 and has been with the
Park Service since 1993. He also
oversees the museum, archival and

library programs at Morristown. His
professional interests include Ameri-
can constitutional development; the
development of American histori-
ography as a separate discipline; his-
toric preservation and the commu-
nication of cultural patrimony to the
general public, and understanding
the broad scope of historic preserva-
tion through the interconnection of
cultural resources.

He earned his Bachelor of Arts
degree from Delaware State Uni-
versity in 1991, his Master of Arts
degree from Washington College in
1993 and his doctorate from Drew
University in 2007. Mr. Pfister is
the author of “The First Decade of
the United States Supreme Court,”
“The Jacob Ford Jr. Mansion” and,
most recently, “The Fords of New
Jersey.”

All those wishing to attend the
luncheon are asked to make a reser-
vation by calling (908) 233-2930 by
noon on Monday, October 31. The
cost of the luncheon is $21 for mem-
bers and $26 for non-members, in-
cluding gratuity.

Mountainside Library Posts
Upcoming Autumn Events

MOUNTAINSIDE – The
Mountainside Public Library has an-
nounced its upcoming series of events,
all of which will be free and open to
the public. All programs, other than
the movies, require registration.

The library’s film series will con-
tinue each week with a selection from
the film noir genre. Movies are shown
on Mondays at noon and attendees are
invited to bring their own brown bag
lunch. Upcoming titles include Curse
of the Demon (October 31), Ossession
(November 7), L.A. Confidential (No-
vember 14) and the Vashon Trilogy
(November 21 and 28).

The Wednesday night movie series
includes many popular titles. For more
information, call the library at (908)
233-0115 or visit
mountainsidelibrary.org.

The library will present “Os-
teoporosis: How to Maintain Healthy
Bones” on Thursday, November 10,
from 11 a.m. to noon. A physical
therapist and a dietician will discuss
the uses of physical therapy and nu-
trition in the prevention, diagnosis
and treatment of this bone disease.
To reserve a seat, call the library at
(908) 233-0115.

“The Asian Tea Experience,” fea-
turing a food historian and tea spe-
cialist, will be presented on Saturday,
November 12, from 2 to 3 p.m., spon-
sored by the Friends of the

Mountainside Library.
This program will trace the many

ways tea is enjoyed in the Far East,
from a simple bowl of tea to the
beautiful and intricate Japanese tea
ceremony. A tea-making demonstra-
tion will be included and a selection
of Asian tea implements will be on
display.

The Friends of the Mountainside
Library will hold their regular meet-
ing at the library on Monday, No-
vember 14, at 7:30 p.m. New and
returning members are invited to at-
tend; no registration is required.

For children grades 5 and up, the
library will offer “Autumn Origami
Afternoons” on November 10 and 17
and December 1 and 8, from 3:45 to
4:30 p.m. The crafts will grow more
challenging each week. Space is lim-
ited to 15, so registration priority is
given to Mountainside resident li-
brary cardholders.

Finally, the library will be closed
the following dates in November:
Friday, November 11 (Veterans
Day); Wednesday, November 23,
close at 5 p.m.; Thursday, Novem-
ber 24 (Thanksgiving holiday), and
Friday, November 25 (furlough
day). The Mountainside Public Li-
brary is located on Constitution
Plaza. For more information, visit
mountainsidelibrary.org or call
(908) 233-0115.

Peter Biedermann

Peter Biedermann
To Play at Library

GARWOOD – Guitarist and com-
poser Peter Biedermann will perform
at the Garwood Public Library on
Tuesday, November 1, at 7 p.m. Based
in Morris County, Mr. Biedermann
has been performing in a variety of
musical formats for more than 35 years.
Since 2008 he has played a string of
solo performances in libraries, house
concerts, churches and other similar
listener-friendly venues.

He will play entirely original acous-
tic instrumental music, performed on
various six-, eight- (Baritone) and
12-string guitars in unique tunings
accompanied by the subtle use of
ambient electronics. Interactive dia-
logue with the audience will be en-
couraged.

CDs will be available for sale after
the performance. Admission will be
free and all are welcome. Registra-
tion is required for this event and may
be done by calling (908) 789-1670,
in person at the library or on the
calendar page of the Garwood
Library’s interactive website,
youseemore.com/garwood. The li-
brary is located at the corner of Third
Avenue and Walnut Street, at the back
of the Lincoln School complex.

Market Night to Benefit
Willow Grove Pre-School

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Willow
Grove Pre-School Market Night will
take place on Wednesday, November
2, from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. It will be
held at the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church, located at 1961 Raritan Road
in Scotch Plains.

Market Night will be an opportu-
nity to do some pre-holiday shopping
from among an assortment of ven-
dors. Some of the vendors available
that evening will be Pampered Chef,
Discovery Toys, Tupperware, Mary
Kay Cosmetics, Stella & Dot Jewelry,
Party Lite candle products and
Longaberger Baskets, as well as home-
made product representatives.

There also will be opportunities to
order decorated Christmas wreaths and
centerpieces. Attendees additionally
will be able to order gift cards from
more than 50 national and local stores.

AARP Announces
Casino Excursion

AREA – The Rahway AARP chap-
ter will offer its monthly trip to Atlan-
tic City’s Showboat Casino on Thurs-
day, November 3. The cost is $22,
with a $30 cash voucher. The bus will
leave at 8:30 a.m. and return at 6:30
p.m. To reserve a spot, call Irene at
(732) 499-7740.

There will be no admission fee.
Refreshments will be available and
door prizes will be given away. All
proceeds from the evening will go
towards the Willow Grove Pre-School.

Willow Grove Pre-School is a mis-
sion of the Willow Grove Presbyterian
Church and is licensed by the State of
New Jersey. The teachers are state-
certified educators. Classes are of-
fered for children who will be 2 years
old by April 1 for the 3 Minus Pro-
gram, along with classes for 3-year-
olds and 4-year-olds.

Vendors interested in participating
in this event need to e-mail the direc-
tor, Kathy Calello, at
office@willowgrovepreschool.org.
For more information about Market
Night, visit willowgrovepreschool.org
or e-mail Kathy Calello at
office@willowgrovepreschool.org.

Mr. Ungar to Perform
Broadway Selections
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch

Plains Public Library will present
local performer Skip Ungar on Sun-
day, November 20, at 2 p.m. as part
of the library’s recently launched
monthly Sunday Concert Series.

Mr. Ungar will lecture on and per-
form songs of Broadway composers
including Lerner/Lowe (My Fair
Lady), Jerry Herman (Mame/Hello
Dolly), Kander/Ebb (Caberet/Chi-
cago) and Harnick/Bock (Fiddler
on the Roof), plus some Broadway
operetta composers like Victor
Herbert, Franz Lehar and Sigmund
Romberg.

A pianist and musical historian,
Mr. Ungar has performed at Café
Vivace and other local venues.

The concert will be open to the
public without charge. Registration
is not required. Seating will begin at
1:45 p.m. on a first-come, first-
served basis. The Scotch Plains Pub-
lic Library is located at 1927 Bartle
Avenue, one block from Park Av-
enue, in the center of the township.
For more information, call (908)
322-5007, extension no. 204.

Hearing Society
Offers Classes

WESTFIELD – The Hearing
Society is a support group for
people who are experiencing
hearing loss that is making their
communication with friends and
family difficult. The Society of-
fers help for this problem with its
class in speech reading, which is
being held each Thursday morn-
ing, now through the end of May
2012, at the First Baptist Church
in Westfield.

The class also provides instruc-
tion in strategies for coping with
hearing loss as well as techniques
for improved communication. Led
by Dr. Anne Michele Puglisi, au-
diologist, sessions also often in-
clude discussions of related prob-
lems. Society members addition-
ally enjoy occasional social gath-
erings, support sessions and pot-
luck luncheons throughout the
year.

The class meets from 10:30 to
11:45 a.m. at the church, located
at 170 Elm Street in Westfield.
Light refreshments are served be-
fore each session. Anyone inter-
ested in joining this group may
contact the Society by calling Kay
Schmitt at (908) 232-6546 (voice)
or Alice Knecht at (908) 688-8241
(voice) for more information.

– Obituaries –

“AND THE REST IS HISTORY…” (Not to mention science, politics, biography,
cookbooks, crafts, gardening, health, how-to, kids and teen books, etc.) Pictured,
book enthusiast Betty Marasso of Bound Brook, right, a long-time member of St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church in Westfield, extols the benefits of the church’s Giant
Book Sale to prospective buyers John and Dena LeCompt of Westfield at last
year’s big event.

St. Paul’s Friends of Music
Prep For Giant Book Sale

WESTFIELD – Volunteers at St.
Paul’s Episcopal Church are accept-
ing donations for this year’s Giant
Book Sale at the church’s Parish Hall.
Sponsored annually by the Friends of
Music at St. Paul’s, the sale will start
on Sunday, November 6 (noon to 5
p.m.), continue on Monday, Novem-
ber 7 (9 a.m. to 9 p.m.), and close on
Tuesday, November 8 (Bag Day, 9
a.m. until noon).

“We welcome everyone,” said
Charles Banks, St. Paul’s Minister of
Music, who spearheads the sale ev-
ery year. “Typically, people come in
search of Christmas, Hanukkah,
Kwanzaa or birthday gift books, how-
to or self-improvement manuals, ro-
mance novels, or just for those few
special reads or rare finds that they
hope to buy at low prices.”

Thousands of donated books in a
wide variety of popular categories
will be offered to the general public.
Also for sale will be low-priced vid-
eos, software, CDs, records, DVDs,
oversized books, games and puzzles.

Donations will be accepted through
Saturday, November 5. The church is
unable to accept donated textbooks,
magazines, encyclopedias or
Reader’s Digest condensed books.

Proceeds from the sale will support
the various musical programs, con-
certs and activities offered to the pub-
lic at St. Paul’s throughout the year.

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church is lo-
cated at 414 East Broad Street in
Westfield (across from the municipal

building). To access the Parish Hall,
use the Euclid Avenue driveway en-
trance. For more information or to
donate gently used books, videos and
other items, call (908) 451-5082 or e-
mail cbnj123@verizon.net.

Polka Dot Man Due
Saturday at Library
WESTFIELD – The Polka Dot

Man, also known as teacher and par-
ent Ron Albanese, will appear this
Saturday, October 29, at 10:30 a.m.
at the Westfield Memorial Library.
The library is located at 550 East
Broad Street.

Designed for pre-school children
ages 3 and up, the show is described
as a high-energy performance of
“kiddy rock.” Mr. Albanese puts on
an interactive show filled with music,
comedy and magic. The audience is
part of the show as well.

Children must have their own
Westfield Memorial Library card to
attend the performance. Registration
is preferred and may be done by
visiting the Westfield Memorial Li-
brary website, wmlnj.org, and click-
ing on the online calendar, or calling
(908) 789-4090, extension no. 4115.

‘Y’ Social Tomorrow
Geared to Parkinson’s
WESTFIELD – The Westfield Area

“Y” will host a “Meet and Greet
Social” tomorrow, Friday, October
28, from 11 a.m. to noon at the Main
“Y” facility, located at 220 Clark
Street in Westfield.

This event will be geared for those
interested in learning about a new
exercise program called “Delay the
Disease,” for people with Parkinson’s.

Delay the Disease will begin on
Wednesday, November 2, and is a
free program for full-facility mem-
bers and free with eight-week “On
the Way” membership.

For more information, call Greg
Hatzisavvas at (908) 233-2700, ex-
tension no. 251, or e-mail
ghatzisavvas@westfieldynj.org.

Project WET Workshop
To Teach Value of Water

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers will present “Project WET” – a
teacher-training workshop for adults
age 18 and older, on Thursday, No-
vember 3, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside.

“This teacher-training workshop is a
great opportunity for educators to use
Trailside’s resources to learn how to
bring a greater awareness and under-
standing of our environment and natu-
ral resources to students,” said Free-
holder Chairwoman Deborah Scanlon.

The Project WET workshop will
provide the necessary tools, resources
and lessons for educators to utilize in
the classroom to teach about the im-
portance of water in everyday life.
Formal and informal educators are
invited to join a certified Project WET
facilitator for a day of interactive, edu-
cational, hands-on activities focusing
on water as a valuable resource.

Participants in the Project WET work-
shop will work together to discover the
properties of water while earning six
NJDOE teaching credits. Each partici-
pant will receive the Project WET cur-
riculum and activity guide with more
than 90 interdisciplinary activities and
lessons, teacher-tested and classroom-
ready for students in kindergarten
through grade 12.

Lessons in the guide are correlated
to New Jersey Core Curriculum Con-
tent Standards. The New Jersey De-
partment of Environmental
Protection’s Watershed Management
Division and the New Jersey Audubon
Society are the sponsors of New Jer-
sey Project WET.

Pre-registration is required for this
workshop and space is limited. The fee

Kristina C. Chabrier, 19, WHS Alumna;
St. Joseph’s Univ. Student and Gymnast
Kristina Cynthia “Tina” Chabrier,

19, of Westfield died on Thursday,
October 20, 2011.

Tina graduated from Westfield
High School in 2009, and was a stu-
dent at St. Joseph’s University in
Philadelphia.

She is survived by her parents,
Wilfred and Diana Moran Chabrier;
three sisters, Francesca, Julia and
Gabriela; her uncle, Richard
Chabrier; her aunts, Frances Chabrier
and Cynthia Moran, and her many
cousins. Tina also is survived by her
Surgent’s Gymnastics family.

Funeral services were held on Mon-
day, October 24, at St. Paul’s Episco-
pal Church, 414 East Broad Street in

Westfield. Private interment took
place at Holy Cross Cemetery in
Brooklyn, N.Y.

Arrangements were by Gray Fu-
neral Directors of Westfield.

Tina’s family requests that in lieu
of flowers, memorial contributions
in her name be made to the attention
of Eileen Randig at The Brooklyn
Oratory, 109 Willoughby Street,
Brooklyn, N.Y. 11201.

October 27, 2011

Helen L. Vinegra, 91, Business Owner;
Active In Many Area Organizations

Helen L. Vinegra, 91, of Brighton
Gardens in Middletown passed away
peacefully surrounded by her loving
family on Saturday, October 22, 2011.

Mrs. Vinegra was born in
Greenfield, Mass. and resided in
Roselle and Westfield for many years
before moving to Middletown sev-
eral years ago. She worked for Merck
and was a trained x-ray technician.
She later owned Michael’s Sewing
Shop in Elizabeth until the late 1980s,
when she retired.

Helen was very active throughout
her life and belonged to the Roselle
Golf Club, Elmora Country Club in
Elizabeth, the Westfield Women’s
Club music department, which enter-
tained in nursing homes in Cranford
and Plainfield; Retired Senior Volun-
teers of Runnells Specialized Hospi-
tal of Union County; was an office
volunteer for Westfield Senior Hous-
ing Building 2, and was a member of
the Deutscher Club of Clark.

Helen was predeceased by her hus-
band, Michael, and her sisters, Alice
Fraser and Ann Olsen.

Surviving are her daughter, Carol
Maloney, and her husband, Arthur, of
Fair Haven, N.J., and her son, Robert
Vinegra, and his wife, Kathleen, of
Westfield. She also will be deeply
missed by her grandchildren, Col-
leen, Lauren and Ryan Maloney and
Philip, Michael and his wife, Robin,
and Suzanne Vinegra. She also leaves
behind her beloved great-grandson,
Kyle; her nephew, Robert Olsen, and
his wife, Cindy, and their children,
Derek, Wesley and Avery, and nu-
merous nieces and nephews.

A Mass of Christian Burial will be
celebrated today, Thursday, October
27, at 10 a.m. at St. Helen’s Roman
Catholic Church in Westfield, where
she was a parishioner.

Arrangements are by the Dooley
Colonial Home, 556 Westfield Av-
enue in Westfield.

In lieu of flowers, donations may
be made to St. Jude Children’s Re-
search Hospital, 501 St. Jude Place,
Memphis, TN 38105.

October 27, 2011

is $20 per person and includes the
Project WET curriculum and activity
guide. Light refreshments will be served
during morning registration. Partici-
pants are encouraged to bring a lunch.

For information on the Project WET
teacher-training workshop or upcom-
ing programs and special events at
Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or visit
the website ucnj.org/trailside.

Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence Road
(at Coles Avenue) in Mountainside and
is a service of the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders.

Junior Woman’s Club
To Hold Coat Drive

SCOTCH PLAINS – The Scotch
Plains Junior Woman’s Club will
sponsor its annual Charity Coat Drive
to collect new or gently used infant,
child and adult coats that will be
donated to local citizens in need
through area charities.

Coats may be dropped off Sunday,
October 30, through Saturday, No-
vember 5, during normal business
hours at the Scotch Plains Public Li-
brary, 1927 Bartle Avenue, and the
Jewish Community Center (JCC) of
Central New Jersey, 1391 Martine
Avenue in Scotch Plains.

To learn more about the Scotch
Plains Junior Woman’s Club, visit
spjwc.com.
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Style for your windows, savings
for you. With their beautiful colors,
fabrics and designs, Hunter Douglas
window fashions are always a smart
choice for creating inviting, attractive
spaces. And now through December 12,
mail-in rebates let you enjoy select
styles at a savings of $25 to $300 per
unit.* Purchase and install their energy-
ef cient Duette® Architella® Honeycomb
Shades before the end of this year,
and you may qualify for a federal tax
credit of up to $500.** Ask us for details.
Clockwise from  top left: Silhouette® Window Shadings,
Luminette® Privacy Sheers, Duette® Architella® Honeycomb
Shades, Skyline® Gliding Window Panels

*Manufacturer’s rebate offer valid for purchases made 9/13/11 – 12/12/11. Rebate offers may not be combined; there is a limit of one rebate per qualifying unit. For each qualifying unit purchased,
the higher applicable rebate amount will apply. Other limitations and restrictions apply. All rebates will be issued in U.S. dollars, in the form of an American Express® Prepaid Reward Card. **For
tax credit details and restrictions and a list of qualifying products, ask a salesperson or visit hunterdouglas.com/taxcredit. Hunter Douglas and its dealers are not tax advisors. The tax credit for
2011 is subject to a limitation based in part on the amount of Section 25C credits taken in prior years. It is recommended that you consult your tax advisor regarding your individual tax situation
and your ability to claim this tax credit. ©2011 Hunter Douglas. ® and TM are trademarks of Hunter Douglas.

25402

PLUS: Paper Chase is offering now
thru 11/30/11 Free LiteRise Cordless
Lift System on each of the following
Hunter Douglas window fashions:

Duette® Architella® honeycomb shades
Vignette® TieredTM Modern Roman Shades

Brilliance® pleated shades
Country Woods® wood blinds

EverWood® alternative wood blinds

Store Hours:
M-F: 7am - 6:30pm • Thurs: 7am - 9pm

Sat: 7am - 5pm • Sun: 8am - 1pm

63 WESTFIELD AVENUE, CLARK
(732) 381-8787

A Showcase Hunter Douglas Headquarters
www.paperchaseclark.hdspd.com

email: paperchasedecorating@verizon.net

 

Day and Evening Appointments 
Denture Lab on Premises • Minutes from Rt. 22 

Dr.�Robert�V.�Scalera,�Jr.,�Director�

567 Park Ave �����Scotch Plains NJ 

908-322-7800

USE THEM OR LOSE THEM… 

DENTAL BENEFITS DON’T CARRY OVER! 

  

 

For Kids
Exam � digital x-rays  

Cleaning � fluoride 

New patients only � Reg. $220 

expires 12/31/11 CN 

For Adults
Exam � digital x-rays  

Case presentation 

New patients only � Reg. $295 

 Expires 12/31/11 CN 

DDoonn’’tt wwaaiitt uunnttiill DDeecceemmbbeerr ttoo ssttaarrtt 
ttrreeaattmmeenntt..  Call today and avoid the 
year-end rush!  

  

MMaaxxiimmiizzee  yyoouurr  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  wwiitthh  ttwwoo  

yyeeaarrss  wwoorrtthh  ooff  iinnssuurraannccee..    SSttaarrtt  nnooww  

wwiitthh  aannyy  rreemmaaiinniinngg  22001111  ccoovveerraaggee  

aanndd  ccoommpplleettee  ttrreeaattmmeenntt  wwiitthh  22001122  

bbeenneeffiittss..    
 

Most insurance plans accepted 
No insurance? 

Interest free financing available 

David Befeler, MD FACS
Board Certified Surgeon

GENERAL

SURGERY

SPECIALIZING in

DISEASES of the BREAST,

GALLBLADDER and HERNIA

Consultation and Second Opinion

in Gastrointestinal Disease

We Accept Most Major Insurance Plans

Horizon Blue Cross Blue Shield
•Aetna •Cigna •Medicare •Amerihealth •Coresource & many others

We Specialize in Personalized Care and take pride in
the Individual Attention we are able to give our patients.

555 WESTFIELD AVENUE, WESTFIELD, NJ

908-232-6000 • www.westfieldsurgeon.com

FISH-N-CHIPS & MUCH MORE!!!

FISH-N-CHIPS · GRILLED FISH & CHICKEN · SALADS

CHOWDER · STEAMED CLAMS & MUSSELS · SPECIALTY

SANDWICHES · DAILY SPECIALS & MORE
(DINE-IN, TAKE-OUT, CATERING)

231 South Ave. East

Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-5533

www.CodAlmightyChippery.com

“FEATURED IN THE NY TIMES & PRAISED
    BY THE STAR-LEDGER’S CHIEF FOOD 
             CRITIC, PETER GENOVESE”

15% OFF
DINE-IN or TAKE-OUT

With This Coupon

908-377-6761
522 Central Avenue, Westfield  Showroom

www.craftsmankarl.com

Complete Kitchen Remodeling ...

For Every Budget!

Halloween Spooktacular One-Day Sale
The Pink House from Halloween Past!

WESTFIELD — On Saturday,
October 29, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.,
cash and carry only, so no price will
be a fright! Items for outdoors and in,
collectibles, spiders and skeletons!

Don’t be late, for the best goes fast.

Turn your home into the Pink House
from Halloween Past! 633 Westfield
Avenue, Westfield, N.J.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Garwood Seniors Gather,
Reveal Upcoming Events

GARWOOD – The Garwood Se-
nior Citizens Club held its regularly
scheduled meeting of October 20 at
the Garwood Firehouse, with 59
members in attendance. Grace
Chargois, a regular member of the
club, celebrates her 101st birthday
this month.

The Dooley Colonial Funeral
Home in Westfield sponsored lunch
for attendees at the meeting and also
presented attorney Nick Guiditta,
who discussed issues relevant to se-
niors such as estate planning and
guardianship. In a separate presen-
tation, Nick Pettito of World Wide
Gold Buyers of Marlboro discussed
converting one’s old jewelry and
coins into cash.

Garwood Mayor Patricia
Quattrocchi took questions on issues
such as the Social Security increase,
the Garwood TeePee, bulk program,
the borough newsletter and the Purple
Heart monument.

During the club’s November 3
meeting, the Garwood Fire Depart-
ment will present a program on fire
prevention. On Wednesday, Novem-
ber 9, club members will travel to
Doolan’s of Spring Lake for the “Irish
Wake Show, a musical comedy. The
bus will leave the Garwood Firehouse
at 10:15 a.m. and return at 5 p.m.
Food and open bar will be included.
This trip also is open to seniors out-
side of Garwood. For more informa-
tion, including the cost, call Walter

Maszczak at (908) 789-1067.
The Garwood Senior Christmas

Party will be at The Westwood in
Garwood on Thursday, December 1,
from noon to 4 p.m. There will be
entertainment, a DJ and food. The
cost is $15 per person. For tickets,
call Jennie Browne at (908) 789-
0778.

The Garwood Senior Citizens Club
meets on the first and third Thurs-
days of every month at noon at the
Garwood Fire House. The next meet-
ing will be held on November 3.
Anyone interested in joining may
call Patsy at (908) 789-0835 or ask
for Dolores if attending a meeting.

Redeemer to Present
Craft and Gift Fair

WESTFIELD – The Redeemer
Lutheran Church, located at 229
Cowperthwaite Place in Westfield, will
hold its fourth annual Shepherd’s Hook
Craft and Gift Fair on Saturday, No-
vember 5, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.

Featured merchandise will include
handcrafted items, knitted and cro-
cheted items, food-in-a-jar goodies,
hand-made jewelry, soaps, headbands
and hats for babies, Longaberger bas-
kets, Pampered Chef items and hand-
made Christmas ornaments, among
other selections.

Parking is available on Clark Street
as well as in the church and school
parking lot.

Westfield Foundation Posts
2011 Scholarship Recipients

Adrian Bizzaro

WESTFIELD – The Westfield
Foundation has announced that
Adrian Bizzaro and Rebecca
DeLaFuente are this year’s recipients
of the Clarence H. and Florence H.
VanDellen Memorial Scholarship.

They were selected based upon
multiple criteria, including academic
achievement, extracurricular activi-
ties, community service and finan-
cial need. Each recipient will be
awarded $2,500 for four years.

Adrian, a Westfield student, is a
graduate of Westfield High School.
He excelled in track and earned var-
sity letters in cross-country and track.
Adrian also excelled academically,
including being an AP Scholar, mem-
ber of the National Honor Society
and was ranked in the top 10 percent
of his graduating class. Fluent in two
languages, English and Spanish, he
also has studied French and Manda-
rin Chinese. Adrian currently is study-
ing engineering, with a career inter-
est in aerospace engineering, at Rice
University in Houston, Tex.

A Westfield resident, Rebecca also
is a graduate of Westfield High
School, where she was a standout
swimmer all four years. She was

ranked in the top 55 nationally in
four swimming events and holds
county, state and school records.
Rebecca earned four varsity letters
as a swimmer and was the first to
break the one-minute barrier in the
100-butterfly, breaking a 28-year-
old school record. Academically,
Rebecca is a USA Swimming Scho-
lastic All-American, AP Scholar,
Ventures Scholar, National Hispanic
Scholar, Bloustein Scholar and a
member of the National Honor So-
ciety. Rebecca was a swimming in-
structor with the Special Olympics
and the Elizabeth Coalition to House
the Homeless. She currently is study-
ing biology at Yale University in
New Haven, Conn. and is a member
of the Yale swim team.

For more information about other
scholarships awarded through the
Foundation, or general information
about the Westfield Foundation,
visit thewestfieldfoundation.com. If
interested in contributing to this
community foundation, contact
Betsy Chance, executive director,
at foundation@westfieldnj.com or
by calling (908) 233-9787 with any
questions.

Rebecca DeLaFuente

Program to Address Aspects
Of Alzheimer’s Care-giving
SUMMIT – The Coalition on Fam-

ily Caregiving invites the public to
its upcoming presentation and book
signing featuring author Patti Kerr,
who will provide information on lov-
ing and caring for a parent with
Alzheimer’s disease.

The program will take place on
Tuesday, November 8, from 7 to
8:30 p.m. at The Summit YMCA,
located at 490 Morris Avenue in
Summit. Ms. Kerr will provide in-
sight about her family’s journey with
Alzheimer’s, discuss her book, en-
titled “I Love You…Who Are You?”
and share advice for those caring for
a loved one with Alzheimer’s.

There will be no charge for this
program and the first 20 registrants
will receive a free copy of Ms. Kerr’s
book. Books also will be available
for purchase. Advance reservations
are requested by calling (908) 598-
8115 Monday through Friday be-
tween 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. or via e-mail
at info@cfcares.org.

The Coalition on Family
Caregiving, formed in 2003, is a
group of community-based organi-
zations, businesses and individuals

whose mission is to assist family
caregivers by offering support, edu-
cation and information on resources
and services. Its comprehensive re-
source and referral network is avail-
able to the elderly and their families
at no cost. For more information,
visit cfcares.org.
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We’re on the move!
Haven Savings Bank has relocated
to 184 Elm Street, Westfield. 
(From 128 Elm Street)

Enter our “On The Move” 
Weekly Sweepstakes 
to WIN an iPad2!

Six Weekly 
Drawings for 
Apple® iPad2

16G Wi-Fi

Rules and Regulations available at the branch.  No purchase necessary.  Only one prize per winner will be awarded.  
A 1099 statement for federal tax purposes will be issued.

• FREE Checking! 

• FREE Online Banking!

• FREE Bill Pay!

• FREE Direct Deposit!

• FREE Debit MasterCard® that can be used as 
  a surcharge-free ATM card at over 43,000 
  AllPoint ATM locations.

www.havenbank.com
908-518-9800

Download a QR code reader 
to your mobile phone and 
scan for more information 
and rates.

Equal Housing Lender
Equal Opportunity Lender

DEPOSITS INSURED UP TO 
$250,000 BY THE FDIC

Great CD and Savings Rates!
Stop By or Call for Current Rates

w w w. J a m e s Wa r d M a n s i o n . c o m

THE JAMES WARD  
M A N S I O N              

Make Our Mansion Your Mansion 
“ T H E  B E S T  K E P T  S E C R E T ”  I N  N E W  J E R S E Y 

Specializing in weddings, birthday parties,  
anniversaries, holiday parties and fundraisers.

M A K E  Y O U R  R E S E R VAT I O N  T O D AY !

Parent Volunteers Vital to
Success of Westfield Schools
WESTFIELD – The Parent-

Teacher Council (PTC) of the
Westfield Public Schools is fully
established for the 2011-12 school
year. The PTC, led by President
Cathy Kattak, is an umbrella organi-
zation of all 10 schools’ parent-
teacher-student organizations, meet-
ing twice a month to share ideas,
interests and news about each school.

One meeting is attended by the
presidents of each school’s PTO, PTA,
or PTSO, and one with their repre-
sentatives. Parents also volunteer to
join committees on the PTC, such as
Budget Task Force, Special Educa-
tion, Scholarship, and others. Regu-
lar participants at the PTC meetings
are Superintendent Margaret Dolan
and a Board of Education represen-
tative. Topics such as school poli-
cies, district budget, student achieve-
ment and PTO initiated student and
fundraising activities are discussed.

“Our regular meetings with the
PTO representatives and PTC board
provide an excellent vehicle for two-
way communication,” explained Dr.
Dolan. “At the PTC meetings, we
have the opportunity to hear both
the good news and the concerns of
our parents in our schools through
their representatives. At the same
time, the presidents learn what deci-

VOLUNTEERS…Attending a recent meeting of the Westfield Parent Teachers Council (PTC) are PTO presidents or PTO
board members, including: seated, left to right: Sandy Ciasco (Edison), Ruth Maloney (PTC Treasurer), Ellen Devin (PTC
Corresponding Secretary), Cathy Kattak (PTC President), Jessica Blessing (Recording Secretary), Kate Fleschler (Vice
President), and standing, left to right: Cindy Gallagher (Westfield High School), Donna Dwyer (Tamaques), Jenn Czarnecki
(Jefferson), Anne Wargo (Wilson), Paula McCauley (Tamaques), Toni Deis (Jefferson), Kim Manning (Roosevelt), Jill
Dispenza (Franklin), Marie Sloan (Roosevelt), Joelene Ritter (Lincoln), Bonnie Birkel (Franklin), Jenny Tananbaum
(McKinley), Dave Rogers (Edison), Dorothy Norris (Washington), and Monica Bergin (Washington). Missing from photo
are: Alissa Berger (Lincoln), Karen Peretz (McKinley), and Kate Herz (Wilson).

sions are being made or considered
by the Board of Education. It’s a
very helpful process for all con-
cerned. We are so fortunate in this
district to have so many dedicated
volunteers.”

Handsome Homes, Savory
Samplings Highlight Kitchen Tour

By CHRISTIE STORMS
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — What differenti-
ates the annual Hearth & Home Kitchen
Tour from similar events is the fact that
visitors not only stroll through some of
the area’s finest residences, but can do
so while sipping hot apple cider or
sampling savory appetizers from local
merchants. A fundraiser benefiting
Holy Trinity Interparochial School
(HTIS), last weekend’s tour featured
seven distinct homes in Westfield and
Mountainside.

Outwardly, the Shadowlawn Drive
residence presented as one of many
classic 1930’s colonials in its neighbor-
hood, but owner and builder Michael
Mroz of Michael Robert Construction
transformed the inside with a complete
renovation in 2011, including a 1200-
square-foot addition.

The voluminous new kitchen and
family room featured white cabinetry,
a mammoth Carrara marble-topped is-
land and open floor plan awash with
sunlight from multiple windows. Crown
moldings, pilasters and a bead board
ceiling lent traditional style while bold
carpets and sleek stainless steel added
modern flair.

A lifelong Westfield resident, Mr.
Mroz told The Westfield Leader and
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times the chal-
lenges faced in updating older homes
include dealing with floors and walls
that aren’t level.His building partner,
Evan Siegel, “tightened the thermal
envelope” by adding insulation and
installing a high-efficiency heating and
cooling system in keeping with the NJ
Clean Energy Program.

Mr. and Mrs. Mroz personally
greeted guests, who could partake of a

hot bowl of chili and sample tortilla
chips and dips provided by Rosie’s
Wine Bar.

A much smaller renovation occurred
at the Mohawk Trail residence, where
interior designer Jill Kelly said the
homeowners had been unhappy with
the lackluster “builders’ grade”
cabinetry in the four-year-old home.

Ms. Kelly spent just a month trans-
forming the kitchen by refinishing the
formerly dark paneled cabinets with a
linen tone subtly highlighted by a choco-
late glaze. She also replaced a select
few cabinet doors with antique glass to
further brighten the space.

To accentuate the granite-topped is-
land, she added “new traditional” pen-
dant lighting. In the nearby living room,
she underscored the family’s heirloom
Waterford crystal chandelier with a
magnificent wallpaper medallion. “A
small budget can still make a big trans-
formation,” Ms. Kelly said, as guests
sipped mulled cider provided by the
Savory Spice Shop.

The newly constructed home on
Sinclair Place was a far cry from a
“McMansion.” Homeowner Clarissa
Taylor of Taylor’d Homes said she
grew up in Westfield, so it was impor-
tant to her to build the dormered, tradi-
tional center hall colonial in proper
scale for its existing neighborhood.
She even carefully planned to ensure
windows did not directly face those of
neighboring residences, allocating pri-
vacy for all.

While she incorporated formal de-
tails such as layers of crown moldings
inside, the overall feeling of the decor
is welcoming and comfortable.  “We
use every single room every single
day,” Ms. Taylor explained. “We eat
dinner in the dining room, even if it’s
pizza.”

But desserts were the order of the
day, as Christina Bass from Sugar
Mamas offered visitors slices of
scrumptious rum bundt cake in the
kitchen, which featured lustrous maple
cabinetry and nickel hardware.

One of the highlights of the
Mountainview Drive home was a mag-
nificent 60-inch round dining table.
The homeowners’ travels in Charles-
ton, S.C., had led them to an artisan
who spent nine months crafting the
one-of-a-kind piece in mahogany with
cherry and rosewood inserts.

The home had a regal air with sump-
tuous fabrics and ornate fixtures with
glimmers of gold throughout.

Maria Tisdall, owner of
Cheese…Please!, presented assorted
cheeses, and a combination of Taleggio
cheese with orange fig spread on fig
crackers was a big hit with guests.

Chateau-style was the hallmark of
the grand Dorset Hill residence. Dark
hardwood floors contrasted with warm
walls and a variety of richly textured
upholstery and window treatment fab-

rics in golds, greens and reds.
Mary LaVecchia of Creative

Wallcoverings and Interiors said she
had “de-cluttered” the immense wall
of built-in bookcases so the eye would
flow from one to the next.

The food was as warm and inviting
as the décor. Hector Alvarez and Tanya
Netto of Cervantes of Spain served up
payaya and fresh-baked rolls followed
by creamy bread pudding.

When designer Andrea Helander
began working on the Dudley Avenue
colonial’s addition and renovation, there
were only six weeks left to complete it.
Jumping in mid-project, she focused
on the “great style and workability” the
homeowners sought with transitional
design while remaining true to the
1920’s architecture.

 Dark walls and a herringbone-pat-
terned subway tile backsplash offset
the classic off-white kitchen cabinetry.
Banquette seating and striking globe
pendants further enhanced the space.

Kaitlin Singleton of Wild Greens
offered guests succulent Aztec and
Bonsai salads.

The most unique décor belonged to
the Embree Crescent residence. Vi-
brant pops of playful color immedi-
ately greeted visitors in the foyer with
a homeowner-designed pink floor tile
mosaic juxtaposed below a coordinat-
ing hand-painted Harlequin diamond
ceiling motif. Hints of pink flowed
through each room from a whimsical
giraffe painting in the living room to
confetti-style tiles in the kitchen
backsplash and an oversized painted
watermelon slice (complete with “bite”
taken out of it) sprawling across the
entire floor in the breakfast area.

However, the interior design proved
to be as practical as it was fanciful,
featuring a separate “homework room”
with a wall of desks and  computers for
the four children. The well-organized
mud room cubbies and cabinets were
personalized with paintings of the
children’s hobbies and interests.

Tracy Shankman of The Sugar House
presented a delectable “Confectionary
Dessert Buffet” in this kitchen. Tour
guests received complimentary “goody
bags” and could additionally participate
in a gift basket raffle.

HTIS principal, Sr. Maureen Fichner,
said she thought the tour committee did
a fantastic job, from the variety of homes
and cuisine to having designers and
contractors on site for consultation.

Chairperson Robyn Kelly reported
she was pleased and grateful for the
tour’s success. “We are thankful to the
homeowners for their generosity, as
well as the local businesses, contrac-
tors, designers, restaurants and every-
one else who supported our efforts by
participating in the this year’s tour,” she
said. “We had fantastic feedback and
many positive comments from our over
400 guests!”

www.goleader.com

BU Announces
Graduates

BOSTON, Mass – Boston Uni-
versity awarded academic degrees
to 1,517 students in September
2011. Among the graduates were
Genevieve D. Gilroy of Scotch
Plains, who received a Bachelor of
Arts in Political Science, Cum
Laude, and a Bachelor of Science
in Business Administration in Busi-
ness Administration and Manage-
ment, Magna Cum Laude and Chris-
tine F. McGrath of Westfield, who
received a Master of Criminal Jus-
tice in Criminal Justice.

Univ. of Wisconsin
Announces Dean’s List

MADISON, Wis. – The University
of Wisconsin announced that Olivia
Magnanini of Westfield has been
named to the College of Letters and
Science Dean’s List in recognition of
her high scholastic achievement.

This honor is bestowed upon stu-
dents who carried at least 12 graded
degree credits with a grade point aver-
age of 3.6 for freshman and sopho-
more and 3.85 for juniors and seniors.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CHEESE PLEASE…Maria Tisdall, owner of Cheese…Please! in Cranford,
offered visitors samplings of unique cheeses from the kitchen of the Mountainview
Drive home in Mountainside during the HTIS Hearth and Home Kitchen Tour
last Saturday.

Christie Storms for The Westfield Leader and The Times
FUN AND FABULOUS…Imaginative decorative paintings, like the “water-
melon slice” anchoring the breakfast table and chairs above, highlighted the
Embree Crescent residence in Westfield, one of seven homes on the HTIS Hearth
and Home Kitchen Tour.
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The Family Law Department of
Dughi & Hewit Presents

Kristin M. Capalbo, Esq., Mario C. Gurrieri, Esq. (Chair), Richard A. Outhwaite, Esq. and Andrew J. Economos, Esq.

4 Lawyers, 4 Levels of Experience, 4 Hourly Rates

All designed to serve your interests in all aspects of divorce
including custody, parenting time, relocation, distribution of

assets, alimony, child support, college costs, prenuptial
agreements, mediation, domestic violence, palimony, post-
divorce changes in financial circumstances, and civil unions

Mention this ad to receive a complimentary conference

Dughi & Hewit, P.C.
340 North Avenue Cranford, NJ 07016
(908) 272-0200  www.dughihewit.com

The Fellowship Village Senior Living at Home program includes:

 A designated Personal Care Coordinator

  Home health-care

  Certified Home Health Aides

  Live-in assistance

  Companion/homemaker services

  Meals delivered

  Transportation

  Assisted living and nursing home care

  Adult Daycare

  Social and wellness programs

  Referral/concierge services

There are many long-term care options: long-term care insurance, home care, assisted living, and 

nursing home care. Still, none bring together the combination of living independently while 

preserving your assets. That is, until now. The Fellowship Village Senior Living at Home program 

is proud to offer a long-term care plan for healthy and independent seniors who want to remain at 

home, receive a full range of services and be covered for life. 

To learn more about the benefits of staying in your own home 

while enjoying a lifetime of services, call 908-580-3850. 

9000 Fellowship Road

Basking Ridge, NJ 07920

According to an
AARP survey, 88% of 
older adults would 

prefer to stay in their
current home for

as long as possible.

WC102711

 Lisa M. Black, LLC
223 Elmer Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-233-1803
lmb.blacklaw@gmail.com

Specializing in all aspects of Family Law, Adoptions,

Estate Planning, Real Estate Sales and Purchases

Call for a free consultation

The Law Offices Of

Criminal Defense

Robert G. Stahl, Certified Criminal Trial Attorney

DWI & Municipal Court

LAW OFFICES OF
ROBERT G. STAHL, LLC

220 St. Paul Street, Westfield, NJ 07090

908-301-9001     www.stahlesq.com

White Collar Criminal Defense

LAWRENCE A. WOODRUFF

Attorney-at-Law

General Practice

Estate Planning and Probate

Divorce and Mediation

201 South Avenue E.

Westfield

654-8885

Eve. and Sat. Appt’s

Union County 4-H Horse
Club Seeks Youth Members
UNION COUNTY – Union

County has a thriving 4-H pro-
gram with club for every interest
from photography and Lego to
Colonial living, and there is even
a club for horse lovers, too. Right
now the Union County 4-H Horse
Club is seeking boys and girls in
grades 5 through 12 to join in fun
activities while learning about
their favorite subject.

The club is run by Lora Cherepy
of Union and Kathy Ann Krajcik
of Mountainside. Lora holds a
Bachelor’s Degree in Equine Sci-
ence. Kathy Ann is a long time
horse enthusiast and owner. These
two volunteers will share their
knowledge of horses with club
members and prepare them to par-
ticipate in the annual New Jersey
State 4-H Horse Bowl in March.

All 4-H members practice team-
work, organization, communica-
tion and many other important
skills while exploring a passion in
their lives.

The Horse Club meets on the
first and third Sunday of each
month at the County services in
Westfield from 2 to 3:30 p.m. dur-
ing the school year. There is no
fee, but pre-registration is re-

quired. For more information call
(908) 654-9854, or email 4-H sec-
retary Ellen DiIorio at
e d i i o r i o @ u c n j . o r g
mailto:ediiorio@ucnj.org

The 4-H Youth Development Pro-
gram is part of Rutgers New Jersey
Agricultural Experiment Station
Cooperative Extension. 4-H edu-
cational programs are offered to
all youth, K-13, on an age-appro-
priate basis, without regard to race,
religion, color, national origin,
gender, sexual orientation, or dis-
ability.

For more information on any
Union County press release, please
contact Sebastian D’Elia, Commu-
nications Director for the County
of Union, or a designee listed at
the top of this press release. Please
join the County of Union online at
www.ucnj.org www.ucnj.org , on
Facebook at  www.ucnj.org/
facebook www.ucnj.org/facebook
, and on Twitter at twitter.com/
countyofunionnj.

Celebrate Native-American
History Month at Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE – November is
Native American History month and
the Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders invites you to help cel-
ebrate the culture and accomplish-
ments of Native Americans with two
upcoming special programs at
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside.

On Friday, November 4, from 7:30-
8:45 p.m., adults 18 and older are
invited to attend a presentation, “The
Lenape-Delaware Indian Heritage.”
The fee is $8 per person for Union
County residents and $10 for out-of-
county participants. Pre-registration
is preferred, but walk-ins will be ac-
commodated as space permits.

This engaging lecture and slide
presentation is an introduction to the
Lenape-Delaware Indians who inhab-
ited this region for 12,000 years. Ar-

FREAKY FRIDAY…After Franklin School’s Annual Picnic and Outdoor Movie
Night were repeatedly cancelled due to inclement weather, families instead lined
the floor of the gymnasium for Indoor Movie Night. PTO volunteers served
snacks while families settled back to enjoy the 1970s classic film, “Freaky Friday.”
Pictured, fourth grader Lelia Juraschek and her family enjoy the event.

FIRE VISIT…Children from Wesley Hall’s Kindergarten class were recently
treated to a visit from the Westfield Fire Department. Pictured are students and
teachers learning about fire safety from a firefighter in full gear.

chaeologist, educator and lecturer
John Kraft will attempt to recon-
struct the life of the Lenape-Dela-
ware people who once populated New
Jersey and the surrounding area.  The
audience will have an opportunity to
handle authentic and recreated ob-
jects such as masks, clothing, musi-
cal instruments and tools.

On Saturday, November 12, at 10
a.m., families with children of all
ages can celebrate Native American
History month during “Lenape
Lifestyles,” a 45-minute program that
is part of Trailside’s weekly Saturday
Outdoor Adventure Series. Join a
Trailside naturalist to discover who
the Lenape Native Americans were
and where they lived. Participants
will visit Trailside’s Lenape exhibit
to learn about their lifestyles and take
a walk to look for plants and trees the
Lenape used to help cure colds, con-
struct wigwams and build canoes.
Admission to this program is free but
donations are appreciated.

For additional information on these
Native American programs or on
other upcoming programs and spe-
cial events, call (908) 789-3670 or
visit www.ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside
Nature and Science Center is located
at 452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside and is a service of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

EEF  Raises Money For
SPF Schools

SCOTCH PLAINS – At the Octo-
ber 20 Scotch Plains Board of Edu-
cation meeting, Jane Costello pre-
sented a check for $5,500 to the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Public
Schools on behalf of the Education
Enrichment Foundation of Scotch
Plains-Fanwood.

The funds were raised at the
foundation’s “Decorate to Educate”
Art Auction this past May. This dona-
tion will be used to purchase a new
MAC OS server to support district
technology and create new digital
possibilities as it improves commu-
nication, collaboration and connec-
tion for the 21st Century.

Board member Nancy Bauer,
gratefully accepted the donation on
behalf of the board and thanked the
Education Enrichment Foundation
for all of its hard work in planning
and hosting the art auction.

Mrs. Costello, district volunteer
coordinator, thanked everyone who
attended and supported the event,
and in particular, thanked the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School stu-
dents who contributed artwork that
was auctioned off at the event.

UCPAC Presents
The Miss

Firecracker Contest
SCOTCH PLAINS – The Union

Catholic Performing Arts Company
will commence its 2011-2012 sea-
son with the fall play, The Miss
Firecracker Contest. Performances
will take place on November 3, 4,
and 5 at 7 p.m.

The Miss Firecracker Contest
centers on Carnelle, an irrepress-
ible young woman who thinks that
winning the local beauty contest
will restore her soiled reputation
and make her a “somebody” in her
small Mississippi community. The
family and friends who help her
along the way are a dysfunctional
bunch who tackle life in their own
peculiar ways.

The play features Maeve Lynskey,
Brandon Rotondo, Danielle
Gruskiewicz, Meredith McAna,
Emily Dzioba, Richard Ryngel,
Kate Carolan, and Will Marsh.

The production is directed by
John Rotondo, who is in his third
year of directing the UC fall plays.
Set design is by Maryann Carroll
Carolan and lighting design is by
Jenna Lloyd.

“It’s Little Miss Sunshine with a
Southern twist,” says Rotondo.
“Miss Firecracker is explosive. You
don’t want to miss it.”

Last season the Union Catholic
Performing Arts Company was
nominated for Outstanding Sup-
porting Actress in a Comedy, Maeve
Lynsky for The Nerd and Justine
Mujica for Something About
Friendship.

Tickets for The Miss Firecracker
Contest  can be reserved at:
www.showtix4u.com or purchased
at the box office on the evenings of
the performances.

Roosevelt School to Host Rachel’s
Challenge Presentation

WESTFIELD – The public is invited
to a community-wide presentation of
Rachel’s Challenge on Tuesday, No-
vember 1, at the Roosevelt Intermedi-
ate School auditorium from 7 – 8 p.m.

This presentation centers on the
story of Rachel Scott, the first per-
son killed in the Columbine High
School Tragedy on April 20, 1999.
She left behind a simple challenge
to anyone who will accept it – treat
others with kindness and compas-
sion and you just might change the
world you live in. Rachel’s Chal-

lenge mission is to inspire, equip
and empower every person to create
a permanent positive culture change
in their school, business, and com-
munity by starting a chain reaction
of kindness and compassion.

More information can be obtained at
rachelschallenge.org.

The evening event will offer a pow-
erful experience similar to the one stu-
dents will see earlier that day.

The event is hosted and sponsored
by Roosevelt Intermediate School and
the PTSO.

You’ll Get
 Results with

Classified Ads!
     One classified advertiser tells 

another what a big selling job a little 

LEADER/TIMES Ad can do. The 

classified advertising section of 

these newspapers are like a great 

“marketplace” where buyer meets 

seller . . . with the most gratifying 

results for both. Try and see!

908-232-4407
goleader.com/classifieds

www.goleader.com
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NEED A HOME?
Frank’s got THE App for that!

Download my free 
Mobile App for 
on the go access 
to prices, maps, 
photos and more!

Text “ISOLDI” to “87778”

Frank D. Isoldi, Broker / Sales Associate
#1 Agent Westfield Office: 2004, 2006-2010 • #1 Listing Agent Westfield Office: 2004-2010

email: isre@aol.com • Office: 908-233-5555 x 202 • Direct: 908-301-2038 • www.frankdisoldi.com
©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE…IT’S PRICELESS!

ZAZZALI SCORES IN 1ST HALF, McKENNA IN SECOND

Top Seed Raider Boys Muzzle
Bulldogs in UCT Soccer, 2-0

By Q.T. RAVEN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Sophomore forward Christian
Zazzali nudged in a goal early in the
first half, and senior center forward
Ryan McKenna added another goal
late in the second half to give the top-
seeded Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School boys soccer team a 2-0 vic-
tory over eighth-seeded Jonathan
Dayton in the quarterfinal round of
the Union County Tournament in
Scotch Plains on October 19.

The No. 8 ranked, 13-2 Raiders
maintained the lion’s share of the
offense over the 11-2-1 Bulldogs

throughout the game, especially in
the first half where they got off five
meaningful shots on goal and took
five corner kicks. By game’s end, the
Raiders out-shot the Bulldogs, 8-0
(meaningful shots), and finished with
eight corner kicks.

The Bulldogs’ strong points seemed
to come with their defense that man-
aged to thwart several Raider
offensives.

“It wasn’t really ever in question.
Other than some balls bouncing in
free, I’m not sure Vinny [Bianco –
Raider goalkeeper] actually had to
make a save,” Raider Head Coach
Tom Breznitsky said. “When it comes
to county tournament time, every-
body is going to raise their game a
notch. You are talking about a team,

although it is a smaller school, that
came in with a 12-1-1 record. We
thought that they were a little predict-
able with some of the players that
they had. So we just concentrated on
that to a degree.”

Early in the game, junior midfielder
Andrew Leischner used the strategy
of tapping short corner kicks out to
senior center forward Travis Cortes,
who would take the option of moving
the ball toward the box or shuffling it
back to Leischner, who would cross
to the box. On the second corner
kick, that strategy worked when
Zazzali attacked the box and nudged
in a goal with less than seven minutes
off the clock.

“I was just trying to go short to

Happy Halloween!

SMITH NETS GOAL IN 1ST HALF, PROSUK ONE IN 2ND

Blue Devil Soccer Boys Edge
Elizabeth Minutemen, 2-1
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Tamaques Elementary School Field
presented the opportunity for two
teams that mostly have been playing
their games on turf fields to test their
skills on real grass on October 20 in
Westfield.

Also, due to situations, the Eliza-
beth Minutemen, who were to com-
pete in the Union County Tournament
(UCT) semifinals on October 22, and
the Westfield Blue Devils, who were
recently knocked out of the UCT by
New Providence, utilized most of the
time to play their reserves. The result

was a 2-1, Blue Devil victory.
“We’ve been telling the boys that

this was going to happen no matter
what the situation was. Had we been
able to move on in the counties, we
were going to do this, and if we lost
the counties, we were going to do
this,” Blue Devil Head Coach George
Kapner explained.

Two minutes into the game, the 9-
5-1 Minutemen scored when Kevin
Olaya slipped past a defender and
slid a left-to-right shot into the right
corner. Ten minutes later, Blue Devil
junior forward Henry Smith launched
a shot from about 30-yards out on the

left side that got past Minuteman
goalkeeper Carlos Rodriguez to knot
the score. From that point, in came
both teams’ reserves.

“There’s a bunch of guys who were
training all year and haven’t had a lot
of chances to play, so we worked on
the starting team getting off to a good
start, which we didn’t have against
New Providence. They knew going
in they were going to have 15 min-
utes, then everybody who has not
played a lot got to play the rest of the
game and played very, very well.”

Very well they did! By the end of

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14

Probitas Verus Honos

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
A LITTLE PUSHING AND TUGGING…Raider Andrew Leschner, left, extends his arm, while a Dayton defender tugs on
his shirt in the Union County Tournament quarterfinal game at Scotch Plains on October 19.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
READY TO GIVE IT THE BOOT…Blue Devil Noah Rosenberg, No. 2, and an Elizabeth Minuteman have intentions of
giving the ball the boot at Tamaques School Field in Westfield on October 20.

O’ROURKE, MITCHELL, DUGAN NET TDs; GRIBBIN FG

Blue Devils Roll Early, Rout
Rahway Footballers, 24-0

By GHOSTWRITER BLAIR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Heart, fire and desire on the part of
the undersized Westfield High School
football team’s defense saw to it that
the visiting Rahway Indians with their
high-powered running attack never
reached the end zone at Gary Kehler
Stadium in Westfield on October 22.

That heart, fire and desire also

blazed early with the 5-1 Blue Dev-
ils’ offense that scored three touch-
downs in the first half and added Jon
Gribbin’s 26-yard field goal in the
second half to earn a 24-0 victory.

That heart, fire and desire extin-
guished any concerns of the affects
of the bye week.

“You are always a little nervous,
coming off an off-week, but the kids

really responded. We have a mature
senior team, so they understand how
important these games are down the
stretch,” Blue Devil Head Coach Jim
DeSarno said.

The Blue Devils’ defense held the
3-3 Indians to 71 rushing yards in the
first half and yielded only 30 more in
the second half. Quarterback Hakeem

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RUNNING WITH HEART, FIRE AND DESIRE…Blue Devil flanker Peter Ondi, No. 27, had six receptions for 79 yards
against the Rahway Indians in Westfield on October 22. The Blue Devils won, 24-0.
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Travis, and I run in behind him. He’s
usually able to beat a guy or he puts it
back to me, and I can get a cross,”
Leischner explained.

“Sometimes we play what we call
a short corner to mix things up a little

bit. You don’t always have to bang it
in the box. We have been a little
successful with it,” coach Breznitsky
said.

“It hit on my shoulder. It was just a
normal short corner. Travis decided
to pass the ball to Andrew. Andrew
sent in a great cross left-footed. I just
happened to be there,” Zazzali ex-
plained.

The Raiders added a few more vi-
cious headers in the half, and junior
co-captain Colin Stripling lined a
wicked shot that the goalie deflected
over the crossbar.

“We had some opportunities that

could have blown it open. Their keeper
made a great save on the one header,
and we missed a couple of open head-
ers,” Coach Breznitsky said.

Later in the first half and through-
out the second half, Leischner
switched to the long corner kicks.

We just wanted to make sure the
balls got in the second half to try and
get that second goal,” Leischner said.

the first half, the 8-5-1 Blue Devils
out-shot the Minutemen, 4-2, and took
three corner kicks to Elizabeth’s one.
But the Blue Devil reserves contin-
ued to showcase their talent in the
second half. Ten minutes into the
half, freshman midfielder Mike
Prosuk hooked a shot toward the goal
from 25 yards on the right side. The
Elizabeth goalie charged toward the
ball, but it bounced past him and into
the net, making the score, 2-1.

“Mike scored a great goal. We have
been playing him in the midfield and
we gave him a little time at striker. He
may play himself into the lineup. We
will see,” Coach Kapner said.

But it was not just the offensive
punch of the Blue Devil reserves,
which matched the Minutemen, 3-3,
in the half in shots on goal. The de-
fense handled itself very well dealing
with the six corner kicks that the
Minutemen took. Blue Devil keeper
Justin Coelho intercepted the
Minutemen’s third corner kick into
the box, and the defensive backs de-
flected the others out of harm’s way.

“They threw their bodies in. Very
hard! Very proud of them,” com-
mented Coach Kapner.

Additionally, John Dedea, Leo

Ohaus, Eric Saunders, Noah
Rosenberg and Yomb Gilchrist were
involved in numerous steals to turn
the flow of the ball back towards
Minuteman turf.

“We have been saying all year we
really are 24 kids deep. You just can’t

play everybody all the time. Had that
been our team all year, we still would
have been a very credible team,”
Coach Kapner said. “Getting a win
was a great thing, but getting it with
every kid on the team getting a chance
to play was special.”
Elizabeth 1 0 1
Westfield 1 1 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
PLENTY OF ACTION ON A CORNER KICK…Blue Devils Zach Shiel, No. 24, Max Marchiano, No. 9, and Ben Fine, No.
11, make sure that an Elizabeth attacker does not get a good shot after a corner kick.

High team scores and outstanding
performances from Westfield,
Cranford and Scotch Plains-Fanwood
highlighted the Union County Tour-
nament (UCT) gymnastic champion-
ships held at Westfield High School
on October 21.

In the end, the Blue Devils upped
their season-high team total by nearly
two points to nip the Cougars, 109.15-
109.05, to earn their sixth consecu-
tive UCT crown. The Cougars’ total
set a school record. The Raiders placed
third with a team total of 104.85,
followed by the Union Catholic Vi-
kings at 98, the Union Farmers at
90.525, AL Johnson at 87.25, Eliza-
beth at 59.45, Dayton at 57.55 and the

Summit Hilltoppers (one competi-
tor) at 34.675.

The Cranford Cougars, who had
previously defeated the Blue Devils in
a duel meet and in the Cougar Classic,
had a repeat all-around champion in
senior MaryKate Walch, who had a
total of 37.4. Blue Devil Abby Cook
took second with an all-around total of
37.275. Cougar Alexandra Puryear
took third at 37.250, followed by Vi-
king Nicole Pietrapertosa at 36.225,
Raider Alex Peluso at 36.15 and
Johnson’s Bianca Briscese at 35.625.

Puryear took top honors on the
vault with a 9.5, followed by
Pietrapertosa at 9.475, Walch at 9.425,
Peluso at 9.3, Blue Devil freshman

Jenna Rizkalla at 9.2 and Raider Kacie
Bumiller at 9.175.

Walch won the uneven bar event
with a 9.525. Cook was second at 9.3,
while Hilltopper Christin Martin and
Puryear tied for third at 9.175, fol-
lowed by Pietrapertosa at 8.7, Blue
Devil freshman Mae Devin at 8.525
and Blue Devil junior Lindsay
Ripperger at 8.5.

Ripperger placed first on the un-
even bars with a 9.5, followed by
Peluso at 9.475, Cook at 9.45, Puryear
at 9.275, Pietrapertosa at 9.25 and
Walch at 9.05. Briscese took first on
the floor exercise with a 9.5, followed
by Cook at 9.425, Walch at 9.4,
Puryear at 9.3, Blue Devil freshman

Hannah Goldring at 9.2 and Cougar
Emily Grable at 9.175.

Cook also scored a 9.1 on the vault,
Hannah Goldring had an 8.95 and
Blue Devil Kelly Vasel had an 8.45.
Rizkalla scored an 8.1 on the unevens.
Blue Devil senior Sara Shields scored
an 8.4 on the beam and a 9.1 on the
floor. Vasel had a 9.05 on the floor.

TOP THREE BY EVENT:
Vault: 1. SP-F (27.55), 2. Cranford
(27.475), 3. Westfield (27.15)
Uevens: 1. Cranford (26.85), 2.
Westfield (26.325), 3. SP-F (25.025)
Beam: 1. Westfield (27.95), 2.
Cranford (26.85), 3. SP-F (25.9)
Floor: 1. Cranford (27.875), 2.
Westfield (27.725), 3. SP-F (26.375)

Blue Devil Gymnasts Defend UCT Crown, Nip Cougars

Probitas Verus Honos

The second goal did come, but it
did take a while when McKenna
caught the Bulldog goalkeeper a little
out of position and drilled a shot into
the left corner with 12:09 remaining.

“Once we got that second one,

which unfortunately took longer than
I would have liked, the whole thing
changed,” Coach Breznitsky said.

The Bulldogs kept coming, how-
ever, in the final 10 minutes and pres-
sured the Raider defense but without
really getting a shot straight at the
goal.

“They played well! They came out
flying. They had a couple of skilled
players. That kind of caught us by
surprise,” Leischner said.

“Dayton was definitely one of the
better teams we played this year. They
were never a team to give up, and we
did well in matching their intensity,”
Zazzali said.
Dayton 0 0 0
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 1 1 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
REDIRECTING THE BALL…Raider Christian Zazzali redirects the ball towards Bulldog territory in the UCT
quarterfinal game. Zazzali nudged in the first goal of the game.

Soccer Raiders Clock
Minutemen in UCT

The Raider boys soccer team shut
out Elizabeth, 3-0, in the semifinal
round of the Union County Tourna-
ment at Kean University in Union on
October 22 to advance to face Union
for the championship at Kean on Sun-
day night, October 30, at 7 p.m.

Andrew Leischner netted a goal
and two assists, and Colin Stripling
netted the other two goals.

Westfield Office
185 Elm St • 908-654-7777

www.weichert.com

InsuranceClosing ServicesMortgagesReal Estate

Jacqueline

“Jackie”

Waldman

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 10/30  1-5PM

WESTFIELD. Completely Renovated Colonial Home Boasts 4 Bedrooms, 4
Full Baths, Gourmet Kitchen with Granite, Master Bedroom with Spa Like Bath
and Finished Basement. Beautifully Appointed and Loaded with Amenities:
Hardwood Floors, Crown Molding, Custom Interior & Exterior Detailing, and
Quality Craftsmanship. Professionally landscaped, new driveway and new 1 car
garage. Convenient to Schools, Town, NYC Transportation and Across from the
Park & Pool. Directions: East Broad to North Scotch Plains Ave #310. $629,900.

Jacqueline

“Jackie”

Waldman

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 10/30  1-5PM

WESTFIELD. This 2 Family is just moments from town, schools, parks & NYC
transportation. The 1st floor unit features a Living Room with wood burning fireplace,
Dining Room, Eat-In-Kitchen, 3 Bedroom, 2 Baths and a full basement. The 2nd floor
unit features a Living Room, Kitchen with laundry, Bedroom, full bath and walk up attic.
Both units are in move-in condition. Hardwood floors, a detached one car garage, ample
closet storage and private back yard are just some of the highlights that complete this special
home. Directions: South Ave to Westfield Ave to First St to Trinity Pl #573. $539,000.

Donald

Ehrenbeck

MOUNTAINSIDE. Tastefully updated Custom 4 Bedroom, 2 Bath Ranch
set on a large landscaped property on a quiet tree-lined street. This home features
hardwood and granite tile floors, custom cabinetry and sound system throughout,
a gourmet kitchen with top-of-the-line appliances, security system and basement
& attic storage. The heated & air conditioned garage is custom fitted with tile
floor and custom wood cabinetry. The underground sprinkler system has rain
sensors. Directions: Rt 22 West to Central Ave to Beech Ave #1226. $535,000.

Associate of the Month

COLONIAL SPLIT

WESTFIELD. This notable 4 BR, 3.5 Bath Colonial Split boasts the very
best of quality craftsmanship combined with many updates to suit today’s
lifestyle. The incredible 1st level Family Room features a brick wall and sliders
leading to the deck, the Living Room has a wood burning fireplace, the Formal
Dining Room has sliders leading to the deck and there is a 2nd level MBR as
well as a private master suite with bath on the 3rd level. All this set on a
spectacular 100x150 corner property on a tranquil tree-lined street. $749,000.

Andrew “Andy”

Weissman

Tatyana

Averbukh

EXPANDED RANCH

SCOTCH PLAINS. Price Reduction. 6 Bedroom, 3.5 Bath Expanded
Ranch nestled in the Watchung Reservations. 1st floor Master Bedroom
with Bath and Walk-In closets, hardwood floors, updated Eat-In-
Kitchen with newer appliances, Formal Dining Room, wood burning
fireplaces in Living Room and Family Room. Finished, walkout basement,
Central Air and 2 car attached oversized garage. $549,000.

Frances

Bradley

COLONIAL

WESTFIELD.This breathtaking three years young Colonial is located
on a quiet circular street, nestled among similarly beautiful newer homes.
It boasts 5 Bedrooms, 3 Bath, a stunning gourmet kit with granite
countertops, SS appliances, a spacious master suite with fireplace, sitting
room and oversize walk in closet, and HW floors throughout. Beautiful
trim work and molding, tasteful décor, ample closet and storage space.
Convenient to schools, town and NYC transportation. $999,999.

OPEN HOUSE: SUN., 10/30  1-5PM

Vivian

Cortese Strano

Ebtsam “Sam”

Sayed

Susan Kantor

Bergenfeld
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CANONE SCORES IST; MONROY KNOCKS IN WINNER

Raiders Down Farmers, 2-1,
In UCT Soccer Quarterfinals

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

The second-seeded Scotch Plains-
Fanwood High School girls’ soccer
team, (10-2-2) used its speed, endur-
ance and offensive prowess to score
two second-half goals to eliminate
the seventh-seeded Union Farmers,
2-1, in the Union County Tourna-
ment quarterfinals on October 20.

Annie Canone netted the Raiders’
first goal, and Christy Monroy banged
in the game winner, but the first half
proved to be somewhat difficult.

“Union took it to us. We had very
few chances. They were out-hustling
us and had a much better first half
than we did. Even in the second half,
they fought and fought when we were
taking it to them. I told the Union kids
it was a good game and they should
keep their heads up. I know it did not
mean much to them but they played
great,” Raider Head Coach Kevin
Ewing said.

Taylor Sebolao and Meghan Allen
combined for five saves between the

pipes for the Raiders, while Anna
Bandley registered 12 saves for the 3-
8-2 Farmers. Union had possession
for much of the first half, but was
unable to connect.

In search of offensive firepower
coach Ewing assembled his team at
half time and informed them that they
did not come out ready to play, while
Union out-hustled them. From that
point on, the Raiders increased pres-
sure offensively as the Farmers
scrambled to find possession. Adora
Moneme, however, broke the ice for
Union with a goal in the 55th minute
on an indirect kick from Dana
Bergman to take a 1-0 lead. It only
took two minutes for the Raiders to
find the spark they needed when jun-
ior forward Canone flicked home the
equalizer with an assist from Erin
Pierce.

“We have a tradition for the past six

years to be in the finals and we want
to continue doing that. We came out
in the second half on fire, ready to
take them on and prove that we are
one of the best teams. Don’t exactly
remember the score, but Erin crossed
it and I was just right there,” said
Canone.

The Raiders took a stranglehold on
the possession as the defense warded
off all other Farmer threats with gutsy
play. After three near misses, the Raid-
ers broke through in the 74th minute
when Jessie Klein was taken down by
a Farmer defender on the 18-yard
line, and junior defenseman Monroy
nailed home the ball from the penalty
spot to give the Raiders a 2-1 advan-
tage.

“We practice PK a lot I have been
really consistent lately so I was pretty
confident going up there. I try not to
look at the keeper when I kick the ball
and just look at the ground. Then
when it when in, I was pretty happy,
definitely a relief because we needed

BYERS 323 YDs, 4 TDs; POLHAMUS 8-YD TD RECEPTION

Raiders Eradicate Canucks
In Football Showdown, 34-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Running back Anthony Byers
amassed his second straight 300+
rushing game, and linebacker An-
thony Lettieri sparked a raging de-
fensive effort to lead the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood (SPF) High School
football team to a 34-0 triumph over
the North Plainfield Canucks in
North Plainfield on October 21.

On October 15 in Scotch Plains,
the Raiders broke out of their week-
after-week of misfortunes and mis-
cues to stop the Voorhees Vikings,
26-14. Lettieri, from his fullback
position, provided numerous key
blocks en route to springing Byers
free to roll up 315 yards and three
touchdowns (TD).

“It made a big difference coming
off the win last week. Coming into
this game, we had a lot of confi-
dence. If we would have played
Voorhees the first game of the sea-
son, then we would have had a lot of
confidence going into every game

and would have had a really good
chance of winning every game,”
Byers said.

This time, several more Raider
offensive players saw that success
and got into the act, which opened
up the pathways for Byers to gobble
up 323 yards and respective TD
runs of three yards, 23 yards, 89
yards and 62 yards, all within less
than three quarters.

Byers recalled several of his
blockers. “Anthony Lettieri, our of-
fensive line; Ian Kreiger, Anthony
Tufaro, Billy Castore, James Kai-
ser. Matt Jegede was down field
blocking and our tight end Andrew
Miller,” he said.

“After my push, all the big line-
men gave a big push so Anthony
Byers gets to the hole and makes
the big plays, because he is a very
good running back, and we have a
very big line this year, so it helps a
lot,” Lettieri said.

In the first six games of the sea-
son, Byers was indeed a workhorse

and was used not only on offense,
but also on defense and special
teams. This time a little change was
made.

“It was fun! Coach took me off
kick returns yesterday, because he
thought I needed a break. I’m not
tired at all,” Byers said.

It was quite evident from the start
that the Raider defense was ready to
stop the Canucks in their tracks.
While Byers ground out 145 yards
on 22 carries in the first half, and
quarterback Steve Alleman com-
pleted five of 10 passes for 56 yards,
including an eight-yard TD strike
to tight end Rich Polhamus, the
Raider defense stuffed the Canucks
to just 32 yards.

While the Raider defensive start-
ers were on the field in the third
quarter, the Canucks’ offense still
sputtered. Defensive lineman Billy
Castore recovered a Canuck fumble
early in the third quarter and caused
another a few minutes later. Lettieri

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16

CONTINUED ON PAGE 16
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
VERY EFFECTIVE ON DEFENSE AND OFFENSE…Linebacker/running back Anthony Byers, No. 1, and linebacker/
fullback Anthony Lettieri, along with the rest of the Raiders were very effective defensively and offensively against the
Canucks in North Plainfield on October 21. The Raiders swamped the Canucks, 34-0

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SOON TO SCORE THE WINNING GOAL…Christy Monroy, No. 13, scored the winning goal to give the Lady Raiders
a 2-1 victory over Union in the Union County Tournament quarterfinals in Scotch Plains on October 20.

George Kraus
Branch Vice President
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Coldwell Banker Mortgage Services 908-242-2985

 

©2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate LLC. An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT LLC

View Thousands of Homes and Open Houses Online

 

MOUNTAINSIDE $575,000 SCOTCH PLAINS $629,000 WESTFIELD $525,000

CRANFORD $399,000 FANWOOD $464,900 FANWOOD $595,000 GARWOOD $495,000

WESTFIELD $609,999

WESTFIELD $619,000 WESTFIELD $699,000 WESTFIELD $1,395,000

Legal 2-family home w/3 levels of fabulous living space on wonderful
fenced in property. Close to transport. Ideal setup for In-law.

Great curb appeal! Totally updated Colonial Split in outstanding locn!
Blocks to train, park & schools in heart of Fanwood. Many updates.

Exquisite home, beautiful hwd flrs & chestnut trim, LR w/fpl, gourmet updt
Kit w/granite ctrs & bar area, 2 updtd fullbths, encld front porch & more!

JUST LISTED! Beautifully redone top to bottom custom Cape. 4BR 3bths,
magnificent professionally landscaped corner property. DIR: North Ave to 4th.

Wonderful flr plan for easy living, front porch faces the Watchung Reservation,
intr & extr recently painted, handicap accesible. Well maintained home.

Beautifully appointed home w/open floor plan, 1st floor Master bedroom suite, Beautful
garden w/private patio. Kitchen opens up to Great Rm w/gas fplc & soaring ceiling.

Close to parks, school & recreation. 1st floor office w/full bath, remodeled
eat in kit - home recently painted. Paver block walkways, patio, new lndscpg.

Beautifully maintained Westfield home located close to all schls, transport & town
center. Professionally lndscpd w/outdoor deck & patio. Hdwd flrs throughout.

Impressive sprawling Ranch on a pvt, prof lndscpd prop w/3.1 baths, Mstr
BR suite, Spacious Great rm w/wdbrng stove & more. Ideal for entertaining!

Beautifully maintained Charming Colonial w/Oak flrs. LR & DR w/wbfplc
& Country EIKit each w/double French doors leading to bright Sunroom.

HOUSE BEAUTIFUL! Better than new 2001 Colonial. Simply stunning
w/many recent improvements including home theater on 3rd floor & more!

Agent: Pat Connolly MLS: 2892035 Agent: Janice Kodatt MLS: 2889496 Agent: Nancy Jean Walker MLS: 2890295 Agent: George Kraus MLS: 2894278

Agent: Sharon Lies MLS: 2894468 Agent: Sherrie Natko MLS: 2870339 Agent: Carol Tener MLS: 2888733

Agent: Elizabeth Bataille MLS: 2876853 Agent: Beth Sullivan MLS: 2892858 Agent: Anne Weber MLS: 2884603 Agent: Ileen Cuccaro

OPEN HOUSE: SUNDAY 10/30 1-4PM
461 4th Ave

WESTFIELD $995,000
Gracious Center Hall Colonial located in The Gardens section of Westfield. Beautifully
maintained. 6BR 3.5BA. Convenient to all. DIR: Mountain/Birch/Standish.

Agent: Mary O’Keefe MLS: 2891628

OPEN HOUSE:  SUNDAY 10/30 1-4PM
820 Standish Ave
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CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Lady Raiders Top
Farmers in UCT

Raider Footballers Shut Out North Plainfield, 34-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 15

Blue Devils Rout Rahway Indian Gridders, 24-0
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 13

Kornegay was sacked three times
and managed only 22 rushing yards.
Running back Nafee Ariss was lim-
ited to 61 yards and running back
Jerrel Wilson managed only two
yards rushing. Kornegay completed
five of 12 passes for 37 yards, but he
was also intercepted twice.

“Coach [Ken] Miller preached all
two weeks to make them go east/
west as opposed to north/south, con-
tain them, bottle them up and frus-
trate them,” Blue Devil defensive
tackle Ryan Elliott explained.

“This [Rahway] is a team that’s
got a lot of speed. We were con-
cerned about the speed. I thought we
did a great job. Built the wall! That’s
what coach Miller talked about,”
Coach DeSarno said. “We did a real
good job of neutralizing them and
took them out of some of the things
that they wanted to do.”

“Each week we are going to be the
smallest line. We know that already,
so we know to stay low. Coach
DeSarno and coach [Dave]
Handcock do a great job with us on
technique, making sure we stay low
and know our assignments,” Elliott
said.

Blue Devil quarterback Nate
Mitchell engineered a balanced at-
tack throughout the game. The Blue
Devils finished with 174 rushing
yards, and Mitchell completed 10 of

14 pass attempts for 118 yards.
Corner backs Peter Ondi and James

O’Rourke recorded back-to-back
sacks of seven yards and five yards,
respectively, then O’Rourke fol-
lowed with an interception on the
Indians’ first series.

“Every week! Everybody always
underestimates James and I, because
we are small. We get it! It’s like a
broken record. They can keep try-
ing, but we read our keys. We do
what we are taught,” Ondi said.

Mitchell answered with an eight-
play, 75-yard scoring drive when
O’Rourke slipped into the end zone
from the four with 1:32 left in the
first quarter. O’Rourke finished with
91 rushing yards on 18 carries.

“I think we did a really good job,
especially in the first quarter, run-
ning the ball. We had a six, seven-
minute drive. I threw one pass on
that opening touchdown drive. Then
when we started passing the ball, the
offensive line did a good job protect-
ing well,” Mitchell said.

Westfield’s defense stuffed a
Rahway drive on a fourth-and-one,
handing the ball to the Blue Devils’
offense that answered with an eight-
play, 49-yard scoring drive when
Mitchell pushed over from the one
with 6:05 left in the half. Mitchell
completed respective passes of 10
yards to Mike Stravach, 18 yards to

Ondi and 14 yards to Frank Scalara.
Mitchell’s favorite receiver on the
afternoon was Ondi, who finished
with six receptions for 79 yards.

“He is one of the fastest players on
our team, so he can get open. I just
got to find him and hit him in stride,”
Mitchell said.

The Blue Devils took a 21-0 lead
with a three play, 57-yard drive that
was concluded by Brendan Dugan’s
44-yard touchdown run with 2:41
remaining in the half. Dugan fin-
ished with 69 yards on 10 carries.

The Blue Devils’ final score came
on a 14-play, 57-yard drive that ended
with Gribbin’s 26-yard field goal
with 4:55 left in the third quarter.

The Westfield defense was even
harder on the Indians in the second
half and had no intention of allow-
ing them to enter the end zone. Line-
backers Pat Johnson, Nick LaFace
and Chris Callahan combined on a
quarterback sack. Johnson added a
pair of throws for losses and
cornerback Shakiyl Glasco inter-
cepted Kornegay’s Hail Mary pass
to end the game.

“It is more of a confidence kind of
thing. We have been playing great in
the first half the past couple of games,
because with Elizabeth and Union,
we have been falling short in the
second half. Today we really wanted
to make a statement to show that we
can last a whole game,” Ondi ex-
plained.

“We have let up a lot of points the
last six quarters, basically the sec-
ond half Elizabeth, second half
Union, so we wanted to get back to
where we were at the beginning of
the year,” Coach DeSarno said.

The Blue Devils will travel to Lin-
den on Saturday, October 29, to face
the Tigers, who have been waiting
for the moment to get even after a
stunning, double overtime loss to
Westfield last year. The showdown
will begin at 1 p.m.

“We need to come out firing for
that game. We beat them in double
overtime last time, so they will want
to come out and beat us,” Mitchell
said.

“We don’t have much time to be
happy about this one. We got to get on
Linden. They are a good team. They
have a great tailback, a great receiver.
Their quarterback is only a sopho-
more, but he’s gotten a lot better. We
got to get to work,” Coach DeSarno
said.

“It starts on Monday. We have to
get a good week of practice, because
they are going to be gunning for us.
We just got to be on our toes, and be
ready for whatever they are going to
bring us,” Ondi said.
Rahway   0   0   0   0 0
Westfield   7 14   3   0 24

crunched Canuck quarterback Kyle
Grant for a loss on a fourth down
situation and also recovered a
fumble. Tufaro squashed running
back Marquis Rawlings for a four-
yard loss. Miller recorded a throw
for a loss, and linebacker Sam
McQuoid recorded a seven-yard
sack.

“We got really focused after win-
ning against Voorhees. We all got
really confident. We knew we were
able to do it. We practiced hard. We
wanted to go out winning strong,”
Lettieri said.

The 2-5 Raiders received the
opening kickoff, and Tyree
Singeltary returned it from the 10-
yard line to the Raiders’ 23. From
there, Alleman engineered a 12-
play, 77-yard scoring drive, con-
cluded by his eight-yard TD pass to
Polhamus in the end zone with 7:06
left in the first quarter. John Murphy
kicked the first of his four points
after.

Linebacker Paul Benovegno

tipped a Canuck punt to give the
Raiders possession on their 32-yard
line. Byers sprung free off tackle
and sprinted down the left sideline,
53-yards to the Canuck 15. Two
plays later, Byers bolted into the
end zone, but a holding penalty
brought the ball back to the 12.
From there, Byers dashed in for a
TD with 2:48 left in the first quar-
ter. Late in the quarter, defensive
back Rob Mrozek read Grant’s eyes
and intercepted at the Canuck 38.

Late in the second quarter, the
Raiders marched from their 24-yard
line to the Canuck 21 where Byers
ran it in for an apparent TD, but
Lettieri was called for holding and
the TD was nullified.

“I told him during halftime that
he was going to owe me, so he did.
He paid up,” chuckled Byers.

Yes he did! Castore recovered a
fumble at the Canuck 24 early in the
third quarter. After a one-yard gain,
Byers found an opening and bolted 23
yards for the TD with 9:22 on the clock.

Lettieri’s quarterback stuff al-
lowed the Raiders to take posses-
sion at the SPF 11. On the first play,
Byers sprinted 89 yards for the TD
with 5:35 on the clock. Moments
later, Lettieri recovered a fumble
on the Raider 35. Three plays later,
Byers flew downfield for a 62-yard
TD with 1:48 left in the third quar-
ter to up the lead to 34-0. The mercy
rule was averted when the point
after attempt missed.

In came the Raiders’ second
teams, but the Canucks were still
unable to find the end zone.
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 14   0 20   0 34
North Plainfield   0   0   0   0 0

that goal to win,” said Monroy.
“Second half, we just tried to get

back into ball possession. It was tough
with the wind for both teams. Union
was playing excellent defense and we
kept going after them, kept going
after them and we knew something
good was going to happen. Their
goalie made a number of great saves
to keep them in the game. The one
chance they had off, they scored on
and then we had our chance and tied
it a couple of minutes later. Then of
course we got the PK (indirect kick),”
said Coach Ewing.

“We try to do the same things that
we do in training game after game by
trying to find people and do the best
that we can. That’s what we did I
thought in the first half. We got a foul
and a good ball in the box by Dana
Bergman. We did not create many
opportunities such as them; we did
create a few, but we capitalized on the
best chance that I thought we had. We
came up one-nil but did not do so well
after that,” Union Head Coach Eric
Shaw concluded.
Union 0 1 1
Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 0 2 2

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
DISHING OUT A STIFF LESSON…Blue Devil running back James O’Rourke, No. 2, stiff arms a Rahway Indian as he
hooks around the left side in Westfield on October 22. O’Rourke rushed for 91 yards and had a four-yard touchdown.

CALL TODAY AND 

ASK ABOUT OUR 

CURRENT SPECIALS!

Elegantly appointed 1- & 2-bedroom apartments include full-size 
washer/dryer and free basic cable. Plus, clubhouse with heated pool, 

fitness center, cyber-library and activities director who plans 
community events. Garages and storage units available.

CALL NOW!

908.206.9452
for hours and directions

www.MillenniumHomes.com

Luxury Rentals for Adults 55+
Union County, NJ

WESTFIELD IN-TOWN BASKETBALL

REGISTRATION IS NOW AVAILABLE!!!

To register, please visit the WBA website:
www.westfieldnj.com\wba

Click on the In-Town registration link to register.

If you wish to volunteer, please click on the Volunteer 
Link on the website as well.

EARLY REGISTRATION DISCOUNT:
If you register by October 31, 2011, then you receive a 

$25.00 discount off the registration fee!
The WBA In-Town registration process will close on

November 14th at midnight.

SPONSORSHIPS AVAILABLE:
The WBA is seeking sponsorships for all In-Town Team. 

Team sponsorships are $100 and the sponsor's name 
will be placed on the respective team's jerseys.

For additional information, please check our website: www.atlanticvalley.org 
 

Age Group* 1st Try Out 2nd Try Out 

Ridge HS 

13, 12  
& Leap Frog  

11/3 - 6:00-8:30 pm 11/5-1:00-2:30 pm 

14 11/3 - 6:00-8:30 pm 11/5-3:00-5:00 pm 

15 11/4 -6:00-9:00 pm 11/5-5:00-7:00 pm 

Bloomfield HS 

16 11/13-8:30-11:00 am 11/20-1:30-4:00 pm 

17 11/13-11:30-2:00 pm 11/20-11:00-1:00 pm 

18 11/13-2:30-4:30 pm 11/20-8:30-10:30 am 

Try-Out Ages as of Sept. 1st 2012* 

 

are not made up  

of the best players,  

but of players  

who strive to be  

 

 
 

Continuing our tradition of training  

and developing fine young athletes,  

Atlantic Valley Volleyball  

would like to invite you to join our team. 

 

 

 

 

 

Soccer Raiders Blank
Lady Crusaders, 4-0
Senior Sarah Vanbuskirk netted a

pair of goals, and Julie Glover added
a goal and an assist to lead the Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team to a 4-0 shutout of A.L.
Johnson in Clark on October 21.
Corina Checchio also scored for the
11-2-2 Raiders, while Christy
Monroy, Annie Canone and Tess
Canone were credited with assists.

Probitas Verus Honos
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WF’s CALLINAN SCORES; GRAMIGNA’S GOAL TIES IT

Blue Devils, Hilltoppers Duel
To 1-1, OT Soccer Deadlock

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Blue Devil Ellie Callinan drilled
the ball into the net amidst a mass of
defenders and Hilltopper sophomore
Madeline Gramigna headed in a cor-
ner kick in the second half of a regu-
lar-season game that ended in a 1-1
tie after two overtime periods be-
tween the visiting Westfield High
School girls soccer team and Summit
at Tatlock Field on October 18.

Parity was pretty much in effect as
the 9-2-1 Blue Devils got off 10 shots
in regulation, while the 7-3-1
Hilltoppers totaled six. Senior
Westfield goalkeeper Sophia Devita
and sophomore Hannah MacKenzie
combined for nine saves. Jackie Zalis
made 12 saves for Summit

“I think it was a good game. Hats
off to their new coach. He’s got them
playing well at the right time. First
half, you miss three opportunities
right inside the box. There were two
breakaways and that header, and there
you go. Zero-zero at the half. Karli
Sottung got in twice. Mercedes Smith
missed one from the PK spot and Jess
Kenny with the header,” Blue Devil
Head Coach Alex Schmidt said.

“I think we did show and had the
better technical side, but they defi-
nitely matched it with their physical-

ity,” added sophomore midfielder
Karli Sottung.

Although the contact was brutal,
Westfield scored three minutes into
the second half, when senior defender
Callinan, amidst a mass of humanity,
charged forward and slammed the
ball into the netting on a beautiful
cross in front of the goal. Midway
through the period, the break came
for Summit when Gramigna headed
a corner kick from Holly Confalone
past the goalie to tie the score, 1-1.

“I think we did pretty well except
there were a few defensive break-
downs, not getting back, but we did
have a lot of opportunities on the
offensive side, so we did well there,”
said Westfield’s first year goalie
Devita.

“Summit, a good team, you give
them room to breathe, give up a goal
on a corner, not marking, not paying
attention for a second and that’s all it
takes,” said Schmidt.

With reference to the Blue Devil
defensive play, Schmidt said, “They
did well. We worked on a lot of de-
fense the past couple of days just
finding the right girls in the right
spots. Offensively, we want to make
sure the girls are getting their shots
off. Definitely not the second half;
first half we did a little better.”

Looking ahead Schmidt added,
“They have come together really well.
Anytime you are in this top confer-
ence, you’re going to be tested. You
split with Scotch Plains, a tie against
Summit, but we are excited for the
counties. We want to get our shot in
the semis and hopefully get to the
finals again.”

Regulation came to a close as both
overtime periods featured excellent
defensive standoffs.

“We both came out of the game a
little disappointed I think; that we
could have won it and we also could
have lost it. It was a well-played
game; it was a hard fought game.
They are one of the top 20 teams in
the state and I thought we played toe-
to-toe with them for 100 minutes.
Everything really was in the midfield,
just a real battleground. Both de-
fenses played well; their goalkeeper
was phenomenal, our keeper played
well. Tie is probably the right result,”
Summit Head Coach Michael Potter
said.
Westfield 0 1 0 0 1
Summit 0 1 0 0 1

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
IN FULL STRIDE AFTER THE BALL…Blue Devil Amanda Marcotullio, front, strides downfield after the ball in the game
against Summit. The Blue Devils and the Hilltoppers finished with a 1-1 tie.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A FINE RETURN…Blue Devil second singles player Samantha
Hindes make a fine return in her match with Oak Knolls’ Kelly McManus on
October 18. Hindes won.

   ED  DELLA  FERA
          SHUTTERS  +  SHADES  +  BLINDS  +  VERTICALS

            WOVEN WOODS  +  DRAPERY INSTALLATIONS

                              Professional Sales, Measuring & Installation

                                      Over 25 Years Experience

  Phone:  732.503.3316   |  Fax:  1.866.216.5677  |  edellafera@gmail.com

Howarth Paving
908-753-7281

OLIVER A

PAVING

BLACK TOP

PAVING
DRIVEWAYS

PARKING LOTS

CONCRETE

BRICK PAVERS

908-889-4422
FREE ESTIMATES

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL • INDUSTRIAL

908.654.0287 • SERVICE CALLS

Recessed Lighting
Service Upgrades

Phones & Cable Lines
Additions and Renovations

Builders & Contractors Welcome
NJ Lic # 10421

Member of BBB
20 Years in Business

30 Years
Experience

Handyman

(908) 462.4755
Mr. Reliable

QUEST “FOR
PERFECTION”

Home Improvements
Kitchens • Baths

Countertops • Windows

Fine Carpentry

Basements • Tile Work

qhiwnj@comcast.net

908-654-1899
NJ Lic. #13VH01315500

Free Estimates • Insured

Goods & Services You Need

Single Size: 10 Weeks $275 • Double Size: 10 Weeks $425

email PDF Ad to sales@goleader.com

Visa & Mastercard Accepted
Edward A. Dyjeczynski

973-887-3726
www.3-dcontractinginc.com

HIC Lic. #13VH00555900

Specializing in:
Kitchens, Bathrooms 
& Basements

  

POWER WASHING “The Gutter Specialists”

Gutter Services, Painting,
Power Washing, and

Snow Removal Services
908-756-0090   www.grimebustersnj.com

Free Estimates / Fully Insured

JK’s Painting &
Wall Covering

Interior Painting

Wallpaper Removal
Wallpaper Installation

Plaster & Sheet Rock Repair

Call Joe Klingebiel

908-322-1956
FULLY INSURED         FREE ESTIMATES

Lawn Sprinklers

www.Hydro-TekLtd.com
(908) 276-1062

   WESTFIELD AUTO CARE
   VOLVO Specialist and ALL

   Foreign & Domestic

     301-311 SOUTH AVE. WEST

     WESTFIELD, NJ  07090

     Across From South Ave. Train Station Parking Lot

     Between Sherwin-Williams & Subway

   Phone: 908-654-8818                  Early Bird Drop-off
   WESTFIELDAUTO.COM                                                                 WESTFIELD311@GMAIL.COM

Lady Blue Devils Jar
Johnson in Volleyball
The Westfield High School girls

volleyball team advanced to the sec-
ond round of the Union County Tour-
nament with a 25-16, 25-18 victory
over the Johnson Crusaders in
Westfield on October 19.

Grace Antonelli had six digs and
four aces for the 10-5 Blue Devils.
Morgan Bowen notched six kills, two
service points and a dig. Amanda
Earl had a pair of kills. Nicole Boretz
had six digs, an assist and a kill.
Courtney Weisse had eight service
points, three aces, four kills and a dig.
Kayla Rodrigues had 13 assists, four
service points, three digs and ace and
a block. Ashley Dietz notched three
kills. Elena Scarano had four digs.

Nicole Beyer notched six kills and
four digs for the 7-7 Crusaders. Tay-
lor Foster had eight digs, two blocks
and two kills. Natalia Prieto had 10
assists. Erin Roach had seven service
points.

Blue Devils Shutout
Oak Knoll in Tennis
The Westfield High School girls

tennis team shutout the Oak Knoll
Royals, 5-0, at Tamaques Park in
Westfield on October 18.
First singles: Marilyn Kowalski d
Jessica Porcelli, 6-0, 6-2
Second singles: Samantha Hindes
d Kelly McManus, 6-2, 6-1
Third singles: Sarah Murphy d
Audrey Randazzo, 7-6 (7-2), 6-3
First doubles: Lilly Sisto and Marina
Kovalenko d Alesandra Moore and
Elizabeth Sullivan, 3-6, 6-1, 6-4
Second doubles: Maddie Rosenberg
and Brittany Gould d Kaitlin
Schroeder and Merry Bregan, 8-4, 7-
6 (7-5)
See another tennis photo on page 18

See More
www.goleader.com/

Photos

908-301-2015, Direct
#1 REALTOR, Total Production - 11 Years!
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Platinum - 2002-2009
NJAR® Circle of Excellence Gold - 1987-2001

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Hye-Young Choi, Sales Associate

COLDWELL BANKER RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
Westfield Office • 209 Central Avenue • 908-233-5555 x 169

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.   An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Westfield…New 2002 spacious Colonial at end of cul-de-sac. 5 bedroom, 4 full, 2 half baths with a great, flowing floor plan. Entry
opens to beautiful 2 story living room with triple height windows, French doors to family room w/fireplace, beautiful large kitchen with
stainless steel appliances, granite counters and eating area with sliders to private deck. Formal dining room with embellished moldings,
sunroom/bedroom with full bath with sliders to patio and recirculation Koi pond. Hardwood floors, custom moldings on first floor, high
ceilings, Master suite with beautiful full bath and large walk-in closet, 3 additional bedroom and 2 bath.  Large finished basement, 3 ZN
HT/CAC, 2 car garage and close to all schools and Tamaques Park.       $1,140,000.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, October 30th  1-4PM • 7 Max Place

Soccer Raiders Bump
Cardinal Boys, 5-0

The 14-2 Scotch Plains-Fanwood
High School boys soccer team de-
fluttered the Cardinals of Plainfield,
5-0, in Scotch Plains on October 21.
Andrew Leischner notched a goal
and an assist. Colin Stripling, Dan
McMillan and Christian Zazzali each
put in a goal.

Courtesy of Bill Howard for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COMING IN FIRST…Gabriele Stravach crossed first in 20:51 to lead the
Westfield Blue Devils to the Union County Watchung Division team title at
Warinanco Park in Roselle on October 18.
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PUBLIC NOTICE PUBLIC NOTICE
NEW JERSEY DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

DIVISION OF PROCUREMENT, BUREAU OF CONSTRUCTION SERVICES
1035 PARKWAY AVENUE, PO BOX 605

TRENTON, NEW JERSEY 08625
Notice is hereby given that bid proposals will be received via the Internet until 10:00:59

A.M. on 11/10/11, downloaded, and publicly opened and read, from Bidders classified
under N.J.S.A. 27:7-35.1 et seq.; in the CONFERENCE ROOM-A, 1st Floor F & A
Building, New Jersey Department of Transportation, 1035 Parkway Avenue, Trenton,
New Jersey 08625; for:
Route I-78 Union/Essex Rehabilitation Contract B, Reconstruction, Resurfacing

& Bridge Deck Rehabilitation Contract No. 054003732, City of Newark &
Townships of Irvington & Hillside, County of Essex & Union

Federal Project No: IM-078-5 (108) UPC NO: 003732; DP No: 11126
Bidders are required to comply with the requirements of P.L. 1975, c. 127 N.J.A.C 17:27.
For Federal projects, Bidders must register with both the New Jersey Department of

Treasury, Division of Revenue pursuant to N.J.S.A 52:32-44 AND the “Public Works
Contractor Registration Act”, N.J.S.A. 34:11-56.48 et seq. (P.L.2003, c. 91) prior to
contract execution.  Appropriate proof of these registrations should be provided to NJDOT
as soon as possible.

The Department, in accordance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964, 78 Stat. 252
U.S.C., 49 C.F.R., Parts 21 and 23 issued pursuant to such Act, and Section 504 of the
Rehabilitation Act of 1973 will afford minority business enterprises full opportunity to
submit bids in response to this invitation and will not discriminate against any bidder on
the grounds of race, color, sex, national origin, or handicap in the project award.

Plans, specifications, and bidding information for the proposed work are available at Bid
Express website www.bidx.com. You must subscribe to use this service. To subscribe
follow the instructions on the website. Fees apply to downloading documents and plans
and bidding access. The fee schedule is available on the web site. All fees are directly
payable to Bid Express. Plans, specifications, and bidding information may be inspected
(BUT NOT OBTAINED) by contracting organizations at our Design Field Offices at the
following locations:

200 Stierli Court 1 Executive Campus Rt 70W
Mt. Arlington, NJ Cherry Hill, NJ
973-770-5141 856-486-6624

3 T - 10/13/11, 10/20/11 and 10/27/11, The Leader Fee: $183.60

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SCOTCH PLAINS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN
that the following Ordinance was finally
adopted by the Township Council of the
Township of Scotch Plains, County of
Union, New Jersey, on the 18th of October
2011.

ORDINANCE NO. 2011-16

AN ORDINANCE CREATING
A NEW CHAPTER ENTITLED,
“VOLUNTEER TUITION
CREDIT PROGRAM”, OF THE
REVISED GENERAL ORDI-
NANCES OF THE TOWNSHIP
OF SCOTCH PLAINS TO ES-
TABLISH THE TOWNSHIP OF
SCOTCH PLAINS’ PARTICI-
PATION IN THE STATE OF
NEW JERSEY VOLUNTEER
TUITION CREDIT PROGRAM,
PURSUANT TO N.J.S.A.
18A:71-78.1 ET SEQ.

BOZENA LACINA, RMC
MUNICIPAL CLERK

1 T - 10/27/11, The Times Fee: $23.46

LOTS OF CHEER…The Westfield PAL Senior Cheerleading Squad, coached by
Michelle DiFilippo, cheered for the PAL A and B football teams this year. Most
of the girls have been on the squad since DiFilippo started Westfield PAL
cheerleading three years ago. Pictured, left to right, are: kneeling; Nicole
Sollazzo, Erica Cheung, Sam Berger, Emily Sacket and Danielle Rinaldi; stand-
ing, Katie Sullivan, Madison Albin, Stella Billek, Gabrielle Dunn, Sara Gargiulo,
Maria Gerckens and Kelly Giacone.

WF ‘Y’ Devilfish Kick Off
Devilfish Classic Meet

The Westfield Area Y Devilfish
swim team hosted the 16th Annual
Devilfish Classic Invitational Swim
Meet at the Wallace Pool on October
16. Assisted by their team of parent
and swimmer volunteers, Meet Di-
rectors Janet Smith and Peggy Oster
provided the Devilfish and visiting
teams with an early opportunity to
kick off the competitive swim sea-
son.

The Devilfish Classic is the team’s
biggest fundraising effort. Proceeds
from the meet are used to support
swim team expenses. After making a
big splash last year, the popular
“Devil Ducks” were awarded again
to each heat winner.

Devilfish swimmers achieved
many personal best times and set 10
meet records.

First Place Finishes:
8U Girls: Alyssa Hitzel (25-yard

free), Bridget Thomas (50-yard free,
25 back, 100 IM). 8U Boys: Michael
Riordan (50 free, 25 breaststroke),
Roan Baker (100 IM).

9-10 Girls: Jenna Daniel (100 but-
terfly). 11-12 Girls: Muriel Maloney
(50 free, 50 back), Emily Oster (50
fly, 100 fly) 11-12 Boys: Aidan
Collins (100 free), Griff Morgan (100
back – meet record, 100 breast, 100
IM), Alex Prystupa (50 breast), Nick
Youssef (50 fly, 100 fly).

13-14 Girls: Emma Phillips (50
free), Audrey Picut (100 free),
Caroline Basil (200 free, 200 back –
meet record, 200 IM), Elise Morano
(100 back), Gwyn Devin (200 breast),

Katherine Duffy (100 fly). 13-14
Boys: Ryan Daniel (200 free), Kevin
Clauss (200 back, 200 breast), Austin
Kreusser (100 fly).

15+ Girls: Abby Pires (50 free),
Caroline Baldwin (200 free – meet
record, 200 back – meet record, 100
free), Amy West (100 breast), Becky
Zhang (200 breast), Allie McBrearty
(100 back), Carly Whitmer (100 fly –
meet record, 200 IM – meet record).

15+ Boys: Matt Daniel (50 free –
meet record, 100 fly – meet record),
Stephen Husch (100 free), Will
Beckett (200 free – meet record),
Luke McGrory (100 back), Nicandro
Donadio (100 breast), Aidan Donadio
(200 breast – meet record), Brennan
Haley (200 IM).

For more information regarding
the Westfield Area Y Devilfish swim
team, please contact Brian Guidera,
head coach and director of com-
petitive Aquatics, at (908) 233.2700
extension no. 263 or
bguidera@westfieldynj.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-57974-10
FILE NO. 12555-10

NOTICE TO REDEEM

EDISON TAX SERVICES, LLC
PLAINTIFF VS. STEVEN
CHARLES GYORFY, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES
AND HIS, HER, THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; ELLA GYORFY, HIS
WIFE, HER HEIRS, DEVISEES
AND PERSONAL REPRESEN-
TATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR
SUCCESSORS IN RIGHT,
TITLE AND INTEREST; FUNB
AS CUSTODIAN FOR FUND
CO INC. N/K/A WACHOVIA
BANK, NA; STATE OF NEW
JERSEY; DEFENDANT(S)

TO: STEVEN CHARLES GYORFY, HIS
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; ELLA GYORFY, HIS WIFE, HER
HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PERSONAL
REPRESENTATIVES AND HIS, HER,
THEIR OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCES-
SORS IN RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST;

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that an order
made on October 17, 2011, the Superior
Court Fixed  December 1, 2011  between
the hours of nine o’clock in the forenoon
and four o’clock in the afternoon, prevail-
ing time, at the office of the Tax Collector of
RAHWAY, located at ONE CITY HALL
PLAZA, RAHWAY, NEW JERSEY 07065,
as the time and place when and where you
may pay to the plaintiff the amount so
found due for principal and interest on its
certificate of tax sale as follows:

LOT 16 BLOCK 309 on the tax duplicate
of  RAHWAY. Total amount required to
redeem tax sale certificate no. 2008-0233
is $17,992.92, together with interest from
August 31, 2011 and costs of $1,101.50.

And that unless, at the same time and
place, you or one of you redeem by paying
the aforesaid sum so found due to plaintiff,
then you, and each of you shall be de-
barred and foreclosed of and from all right
and equity of redemption of, in and to the
lands and premises above set out and
described in the complaint and every part
thereof, and that the plaintiff be vested with
an absolute and indefeasible estate of
inheritance in fee simple in said lands and
premises.

Anything to the contrary notwithstand-
ing, redemption shall be permitted up until
the entry of final judgment including the
whole of the last date upon which judg-
ment is entered.

Michael G. Pellegrino, Esq.
Attorney for Plaintiff

PELLEGRINO & FELDSTEIN, L.L.C.
Denville Law Center
290 Route 46 West
Denville, New Jersey 07834
(973) 586-2300
1 T - 10/27/11, The Leader Fee: $64.77

PUBLIC NOTICE
SUPERIOR COURT OF NEW JERSEY

CHANCERY DIVISION
UNION COUNTY

DOCKET NO. F-002842-11
FILE NO. 51333-152

NOTICE TO ABSENT DEFENDANTS

STATE OF NEW JERSEY TO:
ADELINE MORTON, WIDOW,
HER HEIRS, DEVISEES AND
PERSONAL REPRESENTA-
TIVES, AND THEIR OR ANY
OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTER-
EST; ALMAR;

YOU ARE HEREBY summoned and re-
quired to serve upon the Law Offices of
Goldenberg, Mackler, Sayegh, Mintz,
Pfeffer, Bonchi & Gill, A Professional Cor-
poration, Attorneys for Plaintiff, whose
address is 660 New Road, Suite 1-A,
Northfield, New Jersey 08225, an answer
to the Amended Complaint filed in a civil
action in which US Bank Custodian for
Phoenix is plaintiff and Adeline Morton,
widow, her heirs, devisees and personal
representatives, and their or any of their
successors in right, title and interest, et al.
are defendants, pending in the Superior
Court of New Jersey, within 35 days after
October 27, 2011, exclusive of such date.
If you fail to do so, judgment by default may
be rendered against you for the relief de-
manded in the Amended Complaint. You
shall file your answer and proof of service
in duplicate with the Clerk of the Superior
Court, Hughes Justice Complex, P.O. Box
971, Trenton, New Jersey, 08625, in ac-
cordance with the rules of Civil Practice
and Procedure. You are further advised
that if you cannot afford an attorney, you
may call the Legal Services office in the
county where you live or the Legal Ser-
vices of New Jersey Statewide Hotline at
1-888-LSNJ-LAW (1-888-576-5529). If you
do not have an attorney and are not eli-
gible for free legal assistance, you may
obtain a referral to an attorney by calling
one of the Lawyer Referral Services. The
names and telephone numbers of such
agencies are as follows: Lawyer Referral
Service: (908) 353-4715. Legal Service:
(908) 354-4340.

THE ACTION has been instituted for the
purpose of foreclosing Tax Sale Certifi-
cate #09-132 dated December 10, 2008,
made by Maria Glavan, Collector of Taxes
of the City of Plainfield, County of Union,
and State of New Jersey, to US Bank

Custodian for Phoenix and covers real
estate located at 1158-60 West 3rd Street
in the City of Plainfield, County of Union,
and State of New Jersey, known at Block
131, Lot 39, as shown on the Tax Assess-
ment Map and Tax Map duplication of the
City of Plainfield. Said tax sale certificate
was recorded in the Clerk’s Office of Union
County on December 16, 2008, in book
12605, page 896, as instrument #482842.

YOU, ADELINE MORTON, WIDOW, are
made a defendant in the above entitled
action because you are the record owner
of the property being foreclosed.

YOU, HEIRS, DEVISEES AND PER-
SONAL REPRESENTATIVES OF
ADELINE MORTON, WIDOW, AND THEIR
OR ANY OF THEIR SUCCESSORS IN
RIGHT, TITLE AND INTEREST, AND
EACH of you are made defendants in the
above entitled action because Adeline
Morton, widow, died intestate on October
3, 1996, a resident of Union County, sur-
vived by her children, Lisa A. Morton-
Bryant and Peter V. Morton as her sole
heirs-at-law and next-of-kin. Inasmuch as
Adeline Morton, widow, died intestate,
plaintiff joined her, her heirs, devisees and
personal representatives, and their or any
of their successors in right, title and inter-
est as party defendants.

YOU, ALMAR, are made a defendant in
the above entitled action because on May
21, 2003, the City of Plainfield sold tax sale
certificate #03-103 to Almar for $594.45
covering 2002 P.M.U.A. charges, which
tax sale certificate was recorded in the
Clerk’s Office of Union County on August
12, 2003, in book 10248, page 915. Said
tax sale certificate does not show open on
the tax search, but it is still shown open in
the county records.

The nature of which and the reason that
you and each of you are joined as defen-
dants is set forth with particularity in the
Amended Complaint, a copy of which will
be furnished you on request addressed to
the attorneys of the plaintiff at the above
mentioned address.

DATED: October 27, 2011
JENNIFER M. PEREZ, Clerk

Superior Court of New Jersey
GOLDENBERG, MACKLER, SAYEGH,
MINTZ, PFEFFER, BONCHI & GILL
A Professional Corporation
Attorneys At Law
660 New Road, Suite 1-A
Northfield, New Jersey 08225
(609) 646-0222
1 T - 10/27/11, The Leader Fee: $96.90

PUBLIC NOTICE

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWN OF WESTFIELD

PLANNING BOARD

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on the 7th
day of November, 2011 at 7:30 P.M. at
the Municipal Building, 425 East Broad
Street, Westfield, New Jersey, the Plan-
ning Board will hold a public meeting on
the minor site plan application of Bank of
America, N.A. (the “Applicant”) at which
time and place all interested persons will
be given an opportunity to be heard.  The
Applicant is seeking final minor site plan
approval for the modification of an existing
site plan for the premises located at 173
Elm Street, Tax Map Block 2505, Lot 10,
Westfield, New Jersey.  The Applicant is
seeking approval of a dumpster and re-
lated screening structures. The Applicant
also seeks all other relief including, but not
limited to, any variances, waivers and/or
exceptions that the Planning Board may
determine are necessary.

A copy of the Site Plan Application Form,
checklists, plans, and reports submitted in
connection with the application are on file
with the Planning Board Secretary of the
Township of Westfield and may be in-
spected during regular business hours at
the Planning Board office located at 425
East Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey,
by all interested parties prior to said meet-
ing.

RIKER DANZIG SCHERER HYLAND
PERRETTI, LLP

COUNSEL TO BANK OF AMERICA, N.A.
BY: JAMES L. LOTT, JR., ESQ.

1 T - 10/27/11, The Leader Fee: $31.62

SPF PAL Football Defeats
Belleville in 3 Grid Games

The regular season will come to an
end on Sunday, but playoffs are ex-
pected to be on the horizon for the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood (SPF) PAL
football teams. The combined record
of the four competitive SPF PAL teams,
Grades 5 through 8, stands at 24-4.

The SPF PAL teams finished 3-1
this past Sunday in Belleville. Rival
Westfield pays a call this Sunday to
the SPF High School varsity field.
Then the playoffs will begin the fol-
lowing week in the New Jersey Sub-
urban Youth Football League. The
SPF PAL will hold a pep rally this
Saturday. The event will be held in
the high school gym from 6 p.m. to 9
p.m.

In Belleville, the A team (8th Grade)
improved to 6-1 with a 32-0 victory.
The A team attack was guided by Joe
Annicchiarico, who scored on touch-
down (TD) runs of 12 and four yards,
Matt Heath, who bolted 50 yards to
the end zone, and George Ramos,
who scored on a run from four yards.
Connor McSherry kicked two con-
versions and the defense posted two
safeties.

The B team (7th Grade) dropped a
25-13 decision to Belleville, to slip to
5-2. Jason Calabrian and Jumar Etkins
each scored a TD, while Jimmy
Harcourt, JJ Vinci, Daron Jeter and
Greg Oross all played solid ball for
the B team.

The C team (6th Grade) moved to
6-1 with a 24-7 victory. The C’s de-
fense featured Sam Wustefeld, who
recorded two interceptions, Jhadir
Charles, Harrison Parada and Declan
Cassidy, who each had a sack. Quar-
terback Zach Fleishman, Cooper
Heisey, Ashton Miller and Jack Can-
non sparked the offense.

A 26-6 victory over Belleville
upped the D team’s record to 7-0, the
best in the SPF PAL. The 5th graders
received a balanced offensive attack
as Jonathan Ramos broke off a 55-
yard TD run. Anthony Porter took off
on a 29-yard TD run. Alex Oslilo had
a nine-yard TD, and Jake Jacobsen
plowed a yard for a TD. Linemen
Doug Tibbals, Nicky Smith and
Robby Camisa provided solid block-
ing.

The defense was led by Matt
Fazzino, Max Steele, Ted Giandana,
Gianni Caro Esposito, Jahsyn Silver,
Billy Root, Kyle Tannenbaum, Jus-
tin Giamo, Tommy Ryan, Charles
Widder, Ryan Ackerman and Tyler
Erath, who a week earlier had dashed
35 yards for a TD against Millburn.

The non-competitive E team (4th
Grade) outscored Sayrewood South,
4-1, in touchdowns. Aidan Guma
scored two TDs and CJ Bunin and
Patrick Mochnal each scored a TD.
Gus Barco, Jayson Williams, Sam
Reeson and Jake Hahn also shined.

Westfield PAL B Defeats
Sayre Wood South, 20-0

Getting back to their winning ways,
the Westfield Pal B relied on a stingy
defense and diversified offense to shut
out Sayre Wood South (SWS), 20-0,
on October 23 at Kehler Stadium.

Though Ian Humphrey intercepted
the first play from scrimmage,
Westfield could not capitalize and
each team was held scoreless in the
first quarter. The second quarter
started with an Owen Kessler fumble
recovery on the SWS eight-yard line.
Ishmael Glasco punched it in for the
touchdown (TD) and Kevin Brennan

added the PAT for a 7-0 lead.
Jake Kaplan’s sack forced SWS to

punt. The Blue Devils took over on
their own 48. Westfield went to the
air as Philip Martini connected with a
streaking Chad Dembiac on 52-yard
TD strike. Another Martini pass, this
time to Jack Shirk for the PAT, put the
Blue Devils up, 14-0

Dembiac added another TD, with
the help of key block from Brendan
Glenn, and sliced in on a seven-yard
run, upping the score to 20-0. The
Rebels had nowhere to go with the
defense holding them to seven total
yards. Key contributions came from
Matt Harris, Kyle Dombroski, Jeff
Gagun and Dan Audino.

With playoff hopes on the line,
Westfield will travel to Scotch Plains
for an October 30 showdown.

RIPPING THROUGH THE DEFENSE…Westfield PAL B football team running
back Ismael Glasco rips through the Sayre Wood South’s defense for a big gain
in Westfield’s 20-0 win.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SIZING UP HER OPPONENT…Blue Devil first singles player Marilyn Kowalski
checks her Oak Knoll opponent’s position as she makes a return on October 18.

Westfield PAL D Shuts Out
Bloomfield Grid Kids, 13-0

The Westfield PAL D football team
defeated host Bloomfield, 13-0, last
Saturday.

The D team lost an early fumble
and allowed Bloomfield to drive to
their 16-yard line, but the drive sput-
tered. Tommy McGuire intercepted a
Bloomfield pass at the 10-yard line
and returned it 75 yards to the
Bloomfield 15. Although called back
on a penalty, this interception set the
defensive tone for the rest of the
game.

The D team defense shut down the

Bloomfield offense the rest of the
way. Defensive ends Luke Bigosinski
and Nicky Murray, along with line-
backers Emmett Smith, Anthony
Iacoponi and George Burke, dished
out several big hits on the Bloomfield
backs trying to gain the outside. De-
fensive linemen Griffin Aslanian,
Sean Root, Matt Loftus and Grant
Paylago filled the gaps along the line

to prevent Bloomfield from running
up the middle. Safety Jake Saltzer
broke up several deep pass attempts,
while linebacker Robert DelSordi
chased down a Bloomfield runner to
make a key third down tackle to end
the game.

Offensively, quarterback Aidan
Gilman, running back Matt McIntyre
and tight end Tommy McGuire kept
the offense humming. Gilman and
McGuire connected on an 11-yard
pass play for the first touchdown, one
of their five completions.

Offensive linemen Drew
Glassman, Timmy Miller, Noah
Levy, Koury Kania and Charlie Riley
provided solid blocking, and receiver
Tucker Siegel, who added several
key blocks, opened holes for
McIntyre to gain 89 rushing yards
and throw a touchdown pass to John
Ossman on a 24-yard halfback op-
tion. Fullback Tommy Norris, as-
sisted by receiver Matt Pindilli’s key
block, set up the touchdown with a
nine-yard run.

BIG HIT…Nick Bond, No. 31, sacks the Sayre-Woods South quarterback and
forces a fumble recovered by Jake Val-Lloberra, No. 75, en route to a 14-0 victory
this past Sunday, improving the Westfield C-Blue team record to 4-3.

HAULING IN AN INTERCEPTION…Westfield PAL D team’s Tommy McGuire,
No. 88, intercepts a Bloomfield pass at the Westfield 10-yard line to prevent an
early Bloomfield TD.

Reading is good for you!

goleader.com/subscribe

PUBLIC NOTICE                                      PUBLIC NOTICE

least ten percent (10%) of the base amount
of the bid, but not less than $500.00 nor
more than $20,000.00. Each bid must also
be accompanied by a Surety Company
Certificate stating that said Surety Com-
pany would provide the bidder with the
required Performance bond in the full
amount of the Contract, by a Non-Collusion
Affidavit and a Contractor’s Qualification
Statement, Statement of Ownership, on the
forms included in and explained in the con-
tract documents.

All bidders must submit with their bid a
copy of their New Jersey Business Regis-
tration Certificate. Failure to submit proof of
registration will disqualify the bid.

Bidders are required to comply with the
requirements of N.J.S.A. 10:5-31 et seq.
and N.J.A.C. 17:27 and must pay work-
men the prevailing wage rates promul-
gated by the New Jersey State Department
of Labor and Industry for this project, copies
of which are on file in the Office of the Town
engineer.

Plans and specifications may be seen or
procured at the office of the Town Engineer,
Public Works Center, 959 North Avenue
West, Westfield, New Jersey. The non-re-
fundable cost of contract documents is
$25.00 made payable to the Town of
Westfield, which must be paid in cash or
certified check. The Mayor and Council re-
serve the right to reject any bid, and to waive
any informality in any bid, if in the interest of
the Town; it is deemed advisable to do so.

Kris J. McAloon
Town Engineer

1 T - 10/27/11, The Leader Fee: $62.73

TOWN OF WESTFIELD

INVITATION TO BID

Sealed proposals will be received by the
Town of Westfield in the Council Cham-
bers at the Municipal Building, 425 East
Broad Street, Westfield, New Jersey, at
10:00 AM prevailing time on Wednesday,
November 9, 2011, for the “2011 FAIRHILL
ROAD STORM SEWER IMPROVE-
MENTS IN THE TOWN OF WESTFIELD,
NEW JERSEY”.

The work under this Proposal includes
the furnishing of all labor, materials and
equipment necessary to complete the work
as shown on the Contract Drawings and
described in the Contract Specifications,
and Proposals shall be in accordance with
such Drawings and Specifications and the
terms proposed in the Contract.

The major items of work under this con-
tract will include, but will not be limited to,
the following in estimated quantities:

570 L.F. 12 inch High Density Polyethyl-
ene Pipe

4 Each Construct Type ‘E’ Inlets
2 Each Construct Manhole
The successful bidder shall start con-

struction ten (10) days after notice of award
of Contract is given, and shall complete all
work within thirty (30) calendar days after
notice to proceed.

Proposals shall be in writing on the forms
furnished and must be delivered at the
place and before the hour above men-
tioned, and must be accompanied by a
certified check or bid bond payable to the
Town of Westfield in an amount equal to at
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SSt. Bartholomew Academy 
 

The Catholic Academy  
that makes a difference in your child’s life. 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Serving children 
Full day Pre-K                in grades             Fully Integrated    
&  Kindergarten              Pre-K – 8th            Technology 
 

2032 Westfield Avenue 
Scotch Plains, NJ 07076 

908.322.4265 
 

Call for information or visit:  www.stbacademy.org 

    
                   
     
         
    
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
          
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Christopher Academy 
The Montessori school�
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Scotch Plains Campus
November 17

7:30PM
1390 Terrill Road

Scotch Plains
908-322-4652

Westfield Campus
November 3 – 7:30PM

December 13 – 9:00AM
510 Hillcrest Avenue

Westfield
908-233-7447

  
NOVEMBER 2011 EVENTS  

AT THE WESTFIELD MEMORIAL LIBRARY 
550 East Broad Street, Westfield 908.789.4090  www.wmlnj.org 

HHours: Monday-Thursday  9:30 am - 9 pm  Friday and Saturday 9:30 am - 5 pm  Sunday 1:00- 5:00 pm 
Closed 11/11/11 for Veterans Day, Closing at 5:00 pm on 11/23           

and Closed 11/24 for Thanksgiving 

PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN (Must have full-service WML card) 

PROGRAMS FOR ADULTS 
11/2  7:00 pm Christopher Dean R & B Band 

11/4  1:30 pm TGIF! Paul Newman (video) 

11/18  1:30 pm TGIF! Classic Movie: “Damsel in Distress” 

11/22  7:00 pm Computer class: Advanced Word 

11/28 2 & 6:30 pm Foreign Film: “Swimsuit Issue” 

11/30  7:00 pm Story Slam! Tell your own stories 

11/1 10:30 am Preschool Storytime (3½-5 yrs) 

11/1-11/30 
Mon-Thurs  3:30 pm Homework Help - Monday—Thursday  

except November holidays (K-5) 

11/1  3:45 pm Magic Carpet  (for elementary schoolers) 

11/2, 9, 16 10:00 am Toddler Time (up to age 3) 

11/4 10:00 am Tots’ Storytime (2½-3½ yrs) 

11/4  1:30 pm Preschool Storytime (3½-5 yrs) 

11/5 10:00 am Grupo ñ Spanish Language Storytime 0-6 yrs 

11/13  1:30 pm Origami Workshop-Beginners 

11/13  2:30 pm Origami Workshop-Advanced 

11/15 8 am - 9 pm Childrens’ Book Sale–by the Friends 

11/19 10:30 am Pirates Ahoy! Magician for preschoolers   

Needle Nite Session
Set For November 4
FANWOOD – The monthly

Needle Nite program at the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church will take place
on Friday, November 4, at 7:30 p.m. in
Westminster Hall on Marian Avenue.

Co-chairwomen Pat Lake and
Nancy Bassman said they have been
pleased by the regular attendance of
about 30 people. This month, the “Dis-
appearing Nine Patch” quilt project
will be continued and the Christmas
pieces are to be completed and turned
in by those who quilt. If fabric or
batting is needed, e-mail requests to:
needlenite@fanwoodpc.org.

Knitters and those who crochet will
continue to make items for various
charities, including multiple local
nursing homes, newborns in Newark
Beth Israel Hospital, the “Christmas
at sea” Seafarers projects and prayer
shawls for those needing extra care.

Donated materials end up in many
forms usable by the charities that
receive them. The Needle Nite par-
ticipants then take their newly learned
skills for use at home.

For further information about these
projects or directions to the Fanwood
Presbyterian Church, call the church
office at (908) 889-8891, e-mail
fanwoodpress@erols.com or visit
fanwoodpc.org or facebook.com/
pages /Fanwood-Presbyte r ian
Church/311300160969.

Letters to the Editor
With Westfield Personnel Reductions,

Safety Is Compromised
I read with great interest the comments

made by the Republican candidates for
town council in the article that ran on the
front page of The Westfield Leader last
Thursday. I was particularly struck by
Jim Foerst’s, Mark Lo Grippo’s and Frank
Arena’s 16-word unanimous comment,
“their cost-containment efforts will never
compromise the safety provided by the
police and fire departments.” That sounds
very good. However, that was just rheto-
ric. Safety has been compromised.

 The citizens of Westfield should look
at the facts of exactly what reductions
have taken place in the fire and police
departments under the leadership of
Mayor Andy Skibitsky and the 8-to-1
Republican-dominated town council in
recent years. The fire department has
been reduced by 16 percent, from 36 to
30. We saw that during the Ferraro’s fire,
the town could not use its ladder truck
due to it being understaffed, and we then
had to wait for the ladder truck to come
from Cranford’s fire department to fight
Westfield’s fire.

The police department has been re-
duced by 16 percent, from 59 to 50 offic-
ers. The council budgeted reducing the
school crossing guards by 25 percent
from 72 to 54. The council then rein-
stated eight positions after much public
outcry. Keep in mind, the council was
absolutely adamant that the town was
still safe with a 25-percent reduction.

These decisions are made in the budget
meetings that Mayor Skibitsky insists
remain closed to the public. If we had a
truly open and transparent government,

the outstanding citizens could attend the
budget meetings and give input as to how
safety can be the absolute priority and the
revenue sources and budget cuts in other
areas be assessed to ensure that safety
remains the top priority.

The Mayor and council have insisted on
having given and continuing to give no-
bid contracts to our town attorneys. They
had given a 50-percent increase in hourly
rates to the town attorney seven years ago.
Over that time, it has cost our town nearly
$700,000 in additional cost overruns. The
amount given to the town attorney in
overruns this year alone is $94,000. Keep
in mind that the mayor prides himself on
having “firm but fair negotiations” with
the fire and police departments, yet con-
tinues to give no-bid contracts to the Re-
publican attorneys. This year’s candidates
embrace this approach to fiscal policy.
This squandering of the town’s funds has
compromised town’s safety. If we were
not paying these higher rates to the attor-
neys with no-bid contracts, we would not
have to take such draconian reductions to
our safety staffs.

No matter what they say, the town’s
safety cannot remain as high when the
council reduces staffing by 16 percent
across the board for the fire department,
police department and the school crossing
guards. Perhaps these candidates and the
seated members of the town council can
explain how these fine staffs can actually
guarantee the same safety with 16 percent
less staff. The numbers just do not add up.

Jim Baker
Westfield

Let’s Make Westfield Officially a
Safe-Driving Town for Deer, Humans
A female whitetail deer was struck by

a vehicle in the Wychwood neighbor-
hood of Westfield sometime in the past
several days. She did not die. Her front
legs were grievously twisted, causing her
to crawl and hobble pitiably. She took
refuge in the thicket between our house
and that of our kind neighbors.

We made calls to wildlife rescue groups
in New Jersey for help and advice. The
Humane Society could not help; the wild-
life rehabilitators said that adult deer are
not savable because, being wild, they die
of stress when near humans. We were
advised to tolerate her, that if she could
move, she might heal. We were told to
leave cracked corn and water in the area
so that she could feed herself.

The township police came twice to see
what her condition was, and sadly, she
had to be shot to four times, I think,
because she was such a vital creature.
The day before she was shot, four fawns
that were nearly full grown came to her
side. She was lying like a pet dog on her
side, and I watched as the other deer
licked her gently.

We must become aware in Westfield
and other towns that people are speeding
and driving recklessly on our roads. The
maximum legal speed in residential areas
is 25 miles per hour — not 35, not 45. Not
even 30 miles per hour. People have been
killed in Westfield, killed on our roads.
Have you seen SUV drivers texting while
driving? Have you seen so-called “status
symbol” car drivers behaving so rudely
and aggressively on the roads that you
wonder whether they think that the laws
do not pertain to them? We thank the
Westfield police for law enforcement.
The police can’t be everywhere of course.
Truth be told concerning drivers and
roads, there is an attitude problem, an
awareness problem, and a design prob-
lem. Our roads are not corrected to slow
traffic to the safe speeds required in resi-
dential areas (the law says 25 miles per
hour is the MAXIMUM legal speed, but
only if conditions permit; otherwise, one
must drive BELOW 25 miles per hour).

This means that if there are joggers,
parents with babies in strollers, people on
foot, people walking dogs, people taking
children out of cars to go to pediatricians —
or if there are curving roads, rain or snow or
poor visibility — drivers are breaking the
law if they do not slow to a safe and prudent
speed. The town council’s safety commit-
tee might look at road redesign as other
towns have done, might ask the force to
prioritize ticketing speeders or texters, might

get more pedestrian-crossing alerts — all of
this would help. Most important, the coun-
cil should make every effort to lower the
speed limit of all roadways in town to 25
miles per hour and then start a campaign to
change the behavior of drivers. The road
etiquette in this area is abysmal. Let’s make
Westfield officially a safe-driving town.
Cars and trucks and SUVs are dangerous
weapons, not fashion accessories or adver-
tisements of one’s self-image.

A deer suffered for days. The police
had to help and did and we are grateful.
Careless driving is seriously damaging,
hurts our children’s and all of our quality
of life and threatens life itself.

Mercedes Fol-Okamoto
Westfield

Cranford Officials Pledge
To Stop Birchwood Dvpt.

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Cranford Township
officials say they will seek to prevent
the Birchwood Avenue developer from
doing any further work on the site
after it was discovered that some ini-
tial digging had been going on during
the past several weeks.

At the township committee’s regu-
lar meeting on Tuesday, township at-
torney Daniel McCarthy said it had
been found that Paramus-based S.
Hekemian Group, which owns the
property, had been engaged in “a sig-
nificant amount of moving earth” at
the site, even though no permits al-
lowing such work had been issued.
Earlier this week, a judge denied
Cranford’s request for a temporary
restraining order to prevent any fur-
ther work; Mr. McCarthy said on Tues-
day that the township would seek other
legal remedies to stop work on the
property.

Hekemian bought the property three
years ago. This past summer, a court
ruled that the developer would be per-
mitted to build 360 housing units de-
spite Cranford’s contention that the
property lies in a flood zone and could
be better utilized as a water-detention
basin in the event of a heavy rainstorm
similar to last summer’s Hurricane
Irene.

A number of residents spoke to the
council about the work taking place at
the property. Most expressed anger
and frustration that development ap-
peared to be moving forward and that
the township government was not
doing enough to stop it. Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach defended the municipal
government’s actions, saying he has
been meeting with state Department

of Environmental Protection officials
about the matter. “We have to work
together as a community to fight this,”
he said, adding that he fully under-
stood residents’ frustrations.

Both the mayor and Mr. McCarthy
reminded residents that the township
has to follow legal procedures to stop
the development. “We just can’t go in
there and physically stop them,” Mr.
McCarthy said.

“We’re going to have to fight [the
developer] all along the way,” said the
mayor, who criticized the judge for
having “cavalierly” denied Cranford’s
request for a restraining order against
Hekemian.

Mr. McCarthy also said it had been
discovered that the site had been used
as a landfill back in the 1960s or
earlier, with long-discarded wood, tires
and other debris found. In response to
the concern raised by a few residents
that soil containing potentially haz-
ardous chemicals may have been dis-
turbed or moved from the site, Mr.
McCarthy said the county’s HAZMAT
(hazardous materials) team had vis-
ited the property and found “no threat”
to residents in that regard.

At the start of the committee’s meet-
ing, the mayor handed out certificates
of appreciation to a number of indi-
viduals and groups to recognize their
efforts in the aftermath of Hurricane
Irene. U.S. Sen. Frank Lautenberg,
Rep. Leonard Lance, State Sen. Tom
Kean, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
and Assemblywoman Nancy Munoz
were cited, as were officials from the
county and the mayors of several
neighboring towns who lent manpower
and other support to Cranford as it
recovered and cleaned up from the
late August storm.

Garwood Council Approves
Extending Pact With UCUA

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – The borough council
Tuesday night voted to approve by a 6-
0 vote to extend the contract with the
Union County Utilities Authority
(UCUA) through 2031. The council
heard a presentation from UCUA In-
terim Executive Director Daniel
Sullivan and the authority’s attorney,
Jonathan Williams of Decotiis,
Fitzpatrick and Cole, outlining the ef-
fects of a renegotiation of the contract
with Covanta that shortens the length
of the terms and in effect tacks on two
balloon payments towards the end of
the contract or the repayment of the
debt.

“The municipality is not at risk for
that,” said Mr. Williams.

“Every debt is paid by the munici-
palities,” resident Bruce Paterson said
during the public comment portion of
the meeting. “This balloon payment
may not pan out.”

Councilman Timothy Hak tallied
the results of the bulk pickup, which
saw a $1,797 surplus, which he recom-
mended be put toward administration
costs and maintenance to the garbage
trucks. Eighty-seven permits were pur-
chased at $55, of which $38.76 was the
cost incurred by the borough. Tipping
fees totaled $1,103.20, fuel cost totaled
$242.25, manpower cost $1,921.11 and
postage totaled $105.60.

The sidewalk repair and tree-mainte-
nance project is out for bid, Mayor
Patricia Quattrocchi said. Borough Clerk
Christina Ariemma said the project is
bigger than anticipated and expects the
costs to be higher than anticipated. “We’ll
need to amend the ordinance or take
money out of capital,” she said.

Ms. Ariemma said the contract is to
repair sidewalks, prune trees and cut
down healthy shade trees that are rais-
ing up sidewalks. The mayor said some
trees were hanging over residents’ prop-
erties, which she said is a potential
liability to the borough.

The council also discussed in work-
shop Councilman Keith Sluka’s rec-
ommendation to repeal the longevity
benefits within the personnel policy.
As proposed, current borough employ-
ees receiving longevity payments will
not receive additional longevity ben-
efits.

“I won’t support it,” Councilman
Victor DeFilippo said. “People signed
up for this job with these benefits in
mind.”

Ms. Ariemma said eight employees,
all unprotected non-union workers,
receive longevity benefits. These in-
clude Ms. Ariemma and her office
staff, as well as dispatchers, the court
administrator and public works super-
intendent. The benefits total $14,689,
and the annual per-home cost is $7.80
at a house assessed at $100,000.

“You have employees who are val-
ued… How many cents do you want –
I’ll give it to you,” resident Karen
McCarrick said.

Chief of Police Bruce Underhill said
he considers the longevity benefits “rec-
ognition, not a reward” for his service.
“They signed on knowing what they
were going to get, what they were
promised,” he said of his staff.

Resident Liz Mathieu supported re-
pealing longevity, and relayed her own
experience in losing bonuses in the
corporate world.

The governing body decided to move
the matter to the agenda for its next
meeting.

After Councilwoman Sara Todisco
at the last council meeting read a letter
from Recreation Commission Chair-
man Richard Bree, stating that Mayor
Quattrocchi’s appointment of Vincent
Kearney as a member of the recreation
commission was a “political” move
and the commission’s four recreation
commission members had threatened
to resign, Mayor Quattrocchi had said
in the workshop session that one per-
son had announced resignation and she
was awaiting a letter of resignation
from that person.

“The overarching issue was com-
munication,” Ms. Todisco said.

Ms. Todisco said that since the mayor
attended a recreation commission meet-
ing since the last council meeting that
“results seemed positive from both
sides.”

The mayor announced that the Purple
Heart memorial was installed and a
dedication is planned for Saturday,
November 12, at 11 a.m.

Mr. Sluka announced the eighth-
grade play, Guys and Dolls, will be
performed on Friday and Saturday,
November 18 and 19.

Art and Wine Event
To Benefit Schools

FANWOOD – An art auction and
wine reception to benefit Scotch
Plains-Fanwood public-school pro-
grams will be held on Thursday, No-
vember 17, from 6 to 9 p.m. at Chelsea
Assisted Living, located at 295 South
Avenue in Fanwood.

A silent art auction and wine recep-
tion featuring watercolors, oils, etch-
ings, acrylics and mixed media from
the Park West Gallery will take place.
Proceeds will benefit the Education
Enrichment Foundation, a non-profit
organization that is dedicated to main-
taining and enhancing the quality of
education at Scotch Plains-Fanwood
public schools. To respond, contact
(908) 654-5200 or eef.spf@gmail.com.

Hellenic Therapy to Launch
Girls’ Empowerment Group
SCOTCH PLAINS – Announcing

Girls’ Empowerment Group for girls
ages 11 to 15 at Hellenic Therapy
Center, 567 Park Avenue, Scotch
Plains, N.J.

We are proud to present a four-
week series titled: “What is Self-
Esteem?” In this workshop partici-
pants will learn:. How I think others see me and
how I see myself – self-image/self-
esteem. Pressures of teenage life and how
to cope. Dangers of Facebook and other
social networking sites. Relationship with peers and dat-
ing. What is healthy and unhealthy
self-esteem?

Also, learn how low self-esteem
can affect you, your friends and school
life. Learn these steps and more in
these new Self-Esteem Groups, which
meet weekly. Beginning Monday,
November 7, for the four weeks.

This workshop is being facilitated
by Christine Ferro, LCSW. Christine
has extensive experience working
with adolescent girls both in the
school district and in private prac-
tice. Christine has been leading girls’
empowerment groups and believes

in helping girls build their self-es-
teem.

This workshop takes place on
Mondays, November 7, 14, 21 and
28, from 7 to 8 p.m., at Hellenic
Therapy Center, 567 Park Avenue,
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076. Call (908)
322-0112 for further information.
Space is limited.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Westfield Candidate Foerst Discusses
Safety and Budget

Public safety is one of the main func-
tions of government and is the para-
mount and overriding priority in all
decisions that I make on Town Coun-
cil. Another important obligation is to
make sure that Town passes a cost ef-
fective and prudent budget while pro-
viding the services that are necessary to
operate our town based on the expecta-
tions of our citizens. Every year these
two topics merge into one discussion of
the budget.

The process of formulating a budget
is largely accomplished through a com-
mittee system. This has been the model
our town has utilized for decades. The
public safety committee is vested with
reviewing and formulating policy and
planning in areas closely associated
with protection of the public. The pub-
lic safety committee meets regularly
with the leadership of the police and
fire departments to discuss the operat-
ing effectiveness of each service. In
consultation with our town administra-
tion and professionals, the public safety
committee reviews appropriate staff-
ing levels, management structure and
departmental allocation of employees
needed to maintain the peace and secu-
rity of our town. This analysis is then
presented to the finance committee for
inclusion in the budget. The budget is
formed funding the optimum number
of public safety professionals required
to provide appropriate protection of
our citizens.

Rest assured that as a resident of this
town, a husband and father of two young
boys, I would never compromise pub-
lic safety nor would any member of the
Council. I believe that we must rein-
force the confidence that the people of
Westfield have in our public safety
services and our budget process. To

achieve this goal, I propose we add
formality to the collaboration between
the public safety and finance commit-
tees. At present, we have numerous
budget meetings and provide ongoing
reports of the budget process to the
public through committee reports at
regularly scheduled council meetings.
Our months of preparation and hun-
dreds of hours of hard work are synthe-
sized into a formal budget presentation
and discussion that focuses more on
finance that on the absolute goal which
is the safety and protection of our citi-
zens. I believe that this process can
change slightly so that the people of
this town can see and feel our priority,
the public good.

I believe that we can include in the
process, a formal public safety presen-
tation including the committee, town
administration and fire and police ser-
vice professionals. We always deter-
mine optimum staffing levels required
to maintain proper peace and protec-
tion. However, by greater highlighting
our deliberative process people will
have greater understanding of the logic
and prudence of our decisions. By bet-
ter highlighting the current process that
occurs, we are able to give further as-
surance to our citizens that we are and
will continue to do whatever it takes to
properly and prudently protect them.

It has been my honor to serve as
Councilman to the citizens of the 4th
Ward. Rest assured that my focus and
will remain the safety and well being of
this town and our citizens. I ask that on
Tuesday, November 8th, Election Day,
you cast your vote for me and allow me
to continue my public service to you.

Councilman James Foerst
Westfield
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FAMILY FUN…Temple Sholom of Fanwood/Scotch Plains in Fanwood will hold
its monthly Shabbat Pray and Play event for families with children ages 4 and
younger on Saturday, November 5, at 10 a.m., followed by a bagel brunch. Pictured,
Student Cantor Vicky Glikin leads families in Shabbat Pray and Play activities.

DWC Report Another
Success for ‘Girls Night Out’

By DOMINIC A. LAGANO
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD — The Downtown
Westfield Corporation (DWC), the
management entity of Westfield’s
Special Improvement District (SID),
said last Thursday’s “Girls Night Out”
event was “highly successful,” at-
tracting 1,300 patrons to the 600 par-
ticipating town businesses.

The “Girls Night Out” event is a
promotion of the downtown by area
businesses in order to bring in cus-
tomers and their business. Special
discounts are offered by participating
companies to generate sales.

DWC Executive Director Sherry
Cronin stated she was pleased with
the turnout. “The town was very ac-
tive and ‘busy.’ The merchants re-
ported they had a really good
evening…a good time was had by
all…it looks like Girls Night Out is
here to stay.”

Last October’s Girls Night Out
event only had 165 preregistered par-
ticipant, she said, noting a surge in
event participants.

Town Administrator Jim Gildea
said he observed a similar phenom-
enon. “The Mayor [Andrew
Skibitsky] and I were walking around
and heard the same thing from so
many people; ‘how many times a
year can you do you this?’”

Mr. Gildea also praised the event’s
organizers. “It was a huge success.
The stores that participated and the
businesses that were open reported
all sorts of traffic, which was great.”

The board then reported on other
events to be held in the coming days
ahead.

The Wheels & Wishes Indoor Car
Auction & Car Show will be held on
Saturday, October 29. The event be-
gins at 10 a.m. at the Westfield Ar-
mory, located at 500 Rahway Av-
enue. The public may inspect and
then bid on the autos beginning at
11a.m.

Continuing the festivities that
evening at 8 p.m. will be a food
pairing and sampling event with many
local restaurants participating. Limani
Seafood Grill, Sweet Waters Steak
House, Ferraro’s South, Bovella’s
Pastry Shoppe, Mario’s Italian Deli,
Hershey’s Subs Deli & Catering, The
Brick Oven, Tutti Baci Italian Bakery
& Cafe, 16 Prospect Wine Bar &
Bistro, and Cosimo’s Restaurant &
Pizzareia will all provide samples of
their fare.

Dillon’s Publick House and The
Spanish Tavern, both from
Mountainside, as well as The Station
Bar & Grill from Cranford will also
be participating.

Part of the proceeds from the both
the day and evening events will be
donated to the Make-a-Wish Foun-
dation of New Jersey.

In other news, board member Lee
Hale requested that the public sup-
port its local sports teams including
the Westfield High School football
team. Mr. Hale stated he recently
witnessed “one of the most exciting
football games” he had “ever at-
tended,” the Devils recent victory
over Union High School. There are
three games remaining on Westfield’s
schedule including its finale on
Thanksgiving against Plainfield.

Robert Dowdy then provided a
brief report as the representative from
The Greater Westfield Chamber of
Commerce (WACC), encompassing
Fanwood, Garwood, Scotch Plains,
Westfield and Mountainside.

Sponsored by the WACC, this
weekend will be the last for the
Westfield Farmers’ Market. It will be
held this Saturday from 8:30 a.m. to
2 p.m. at the South Avenue train sta-
tion parking lot.

The next DWC board of directors
meeting open to the public is sched-
uled for Monday, November 28 at
7:30 p.m. The DWC office is located
at 105 Elm Street, basement level.

Freeholders Asked to Back
Return of Glass-Steagall

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

ELIZABETH – The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, last
week, was asked by two out-of-
county residents to support a bill in
Congress that calls for the re-instate-
ment of the Glass-Steagall Act.

Passed by Congress in 1933 under
President Franklin D. Roosevelt,
Glass-Steagall prohibits commercial
banks from engaging in the invest-
ment business. President Bill Clinton,
a Democrat, signed the Gramm-
Leach-Bilely Act, passed by a Re-
publican-controlled Congress in
1999, repealing the Glass-Steagall
Act’s restrictions on bank and securi-
ties-firm affiliations.

According to govtrack.gov, H.R
1489, the Return to Prudent Banking
Act of 2011, was introduced on April
12 of this year. The legislation would
“prohibit an insured depository insti-
tution from being an affiliate of any
broker or dealer, investment adviser,
investment company” engaged in the
distribution of stocks, bonds or secu-
rities. The bill is sponsored by Reps.
Marcy Kaptur (D-Ohio), Walter Jones
(D-N.C.) and James Moram (D-Va.)

Jeff Rebello of Hackensack told
the Freeholders the nation “is now
indebted in the tens of trillions of
dollars.”

“We are now on the verge of the
greatest financial collapse in world
history…So, the enactment of this
legislation is urgently needed for the
good of our nation,” Mr. Rebello said.

Mr. Rebello said although 48 Con-
gress members have agreed to sup-
port the legislation, none of New
Jersey’s 13 representatives have sup-
ported the measure to date. He said
the state and national AFL-CIO have
endorsed the bill, as has the
Middlesex-Somerset Central Labor
Council of the AFL-CIO, the Town-
ship of Mansfield, Irvington City
Council, Newton and Elizabeth
councils.

Martin Jasper of Jersey City added
that, “Glass-Steagall will make it
impossible for the government to
have to spend trillions of dollars to
bail out financial institutions here in
the U.S, and overseas.”

“And if it hurts some of those
financial institutions on Wall Street,
perhaps that’s not so bad. Because if
you think about the speculation that’s
gone on, it benefited no one but a
tiny fraction of a percent of the popu-
lation and took a fortune away from
the rest of us,” Mr. Jasper said. “It is
extremely important that you take a
look at this.”

He said the nation is in the finan-
cial crisis it is today because “specu-
lators forced the U.S. government to
bail out their losses by finding a way
to become wholly owned by banks
so that the government would have

to bail them out.”
Freeholder Nancy Ward said she

intended to look into whether or not
local Congressional members will
be supporting the legislation. “It’s a
very important issue,” she said. “This
is something that we should all defi-
nitely pay a lot attention to.”

In other business, Dan Clifford of
Westfield commented on the mid-
block pedestrian crosswalk on Cen-
tral Avenue in Westfield, which has
been an issue in the town for the past
year. Several residents, including a
retired police officer, asked the free-
holders two weeks ago to look into
whether the crosswalk could be
moved back to the intersection of
Central and Clover Street. The
HAWK light is operated solely by
pedestrians when they want to cross
Central.

Mr. Clifford said the town sought
the crosswalk to find a safer cross-
ing for schoolchildren.

“I think the [pedestrian] light is
working. It’s as good idea because
the last thing Central Avenue needs
is another full light,” Mr. Clifford
told the board. He said there is a lot
of traffic congestion in the area with
“a lot of traffic on the cut-through
streets.”

He said if the crossing was moved
to the intersection, the only alterna-
tive would likely be a full traffic
signal. “And if that happens, I think
it could create a lot more problems,”
Mr. Clifford said.

During the business portion of
meeting, the board approved
$1,020,850 of matching grants to
towns through the Kids Recreation
Trust Fund for improvements for ath-
letic fields. Berkeley Heights, Clark,
Cranford, Fanwood, Garwood, Hill-
side, Mountainside, New Providence,
Elizabeth, Rahway, Plainfield,
Roselle, Roselle Park, Scotch Plains,
Springfield, Summit, Westfield and
Union all received money. The Trust
Fund is funded through the county’s
Open Space Recreation and Historic
Trust Fund, which is financed by a
1.5-cent per $100 of assessed prop-
erty value surtax.

Westfield Recreation Director
Bruce Kaufmann said Westfield
would use the funds towards the reno-
vation of a half-dozen multi-use fields
in town as part of a joint project with
the local school board.

In addition, the freeholders ap-
proved a resolution awarding grants
from the Union County History Grant
Program. Receiving grants were the
Westfield Historical Society, the
Merchants and Drovers Tavern in
Rahway, the Plainfield Historical
Society, Plainfield Public Library,
Union County Township Historical
Society and the Union County De-
partment of Parks and Community
Renewal.

Maintaining Taxes Among
GW GOP Hopefuls’ Goals

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

GARWOOD – Garwood Republi-
can Borough Council candidates
Carol Kearney and Steven Blaufeder,
both local business owners, said in a
video interview on Monday that keep-
ing municipal taxes under control
while maintaining services is their
main reason for seeking office.

Mr. Blaufeder has lived in the bor-
ough for eight years. He said “out-of-
hand” taxes in town was the main
issue “which really made me get in-
terested in trying to do something
about the town.” His business re-
stores and customizes British vintage
motorcycles.

“We’re doing pretty good and I
feel that I can take some of that expe-
rience to the town level and in some
way, shape or form be able to help
with keeping our taxes at a reason-
able rate for three years, at least, if I
get elected,” Mr. Blaufeder said.

Ms. Kearney, who has lived in the
borough for five years, has owned a
travel agency in Garwood for 11
years, located across from the
Garwood Post Office. She previously
resided in Union.

Mr. Blaufeder said in his opinion,
Mayor Patricia Quattrocchi “has done
everything in her power to slash the
[municipal] budget within what she
can do within the town.”

“With this new administration, with
the transparency level, we are really
making strides to move forward to
help the residents in the town,” Ms.
Kearney added.

Mr. Blaufeder said one of the prob-
lems for Garwood’s taxes is the
county, which, he said, “demands so
much in taxes from us.” Mr. Blaufeder
said he would like to see a coalition of
council representatives from multiple
towns formed “to actually make a
presence at the county level.”

“I think that’s the only way, at least
in my opinion, that the county is
really going to start taking notice of
some of the issues that we’re dealing
with,” Mr. Blaufeder said. “As a Re-
publican, personally, I think they are
just over spending, over spending,
over spending.”

On the school board side, he said
through the mayor he has heard that
the BOE “were not willing to bend on
some things” in their budget.

Speaking on behalf of himself and
Ms. Kearney, Mr. Blaufeder said he

wants to create “more of an open line
of communication between the busi-
nesses and the government in town.”

“And that is something that I feel
would help bring businesses in [as
well as] keep businesses here,” Mr.
Blaufeder said. “Being a small busi-
ness owner, [I know] you can’t have
a big business without having a small
business first. I, as well as Carol, feel
we need to do whatever we can to
nurture and help the small businesses
in town… And without small busi-
ness, you’ll never have big business.”

Ms. Kearney said one of her goals
is “to promote and bring new busi-
ness into the town.” She said this
could be done by lessening the tax
burden on the building owners while
bringing more people into the com-
munity.

She also wants to keep borough
costs down while keeping the level of
services up “by exploring the op-
tions” for savings in the municipal
budget. She also wants to make sure
Garwood senior citizens have ad-
equate space for their meetings.

Speaking on recent mayoral ap-
pointments to the recreation com-
mission, which included her son, Ms.
Kearney noted that these are volun-
teer positions. She said her son and
another individual volunteered for
two vacancies on the commission in
July. The commission has seven mem-
bers and two alternates.

Ms. Kearney said Mayor
Quattrocchi did not remove any com-
missioners when she took office, but
that two commissioners resigned later
in the year and that the mayor had to
fill those openings.

“Unfortunately, they [Democrats]
tried to make a political issue out of it
and it’s not a political issue because I
am not on council,” Ms. Kearney
explained.

Mr. Blaufeder said appointed posi-
tions on borough boards and com-
missions are “open to anybody in the
town” who wants to serve.

“I think it is a resolved issue at this
time,” Ms. Kearney said of the recre-
ation commission appointments.

Both candidates said if elected they
would be readily accessible to resi-
dents, as Mayor Quattrocchi is as a
full-time mayor through phone, e-
mail or just walking around the bor-
ough and meeting residents.

The entire interview is available at
www.goleader.com/11_election/.

“Rhythm of the Earth” –
Photo Exhibit at NJWA

WESTFIELD - Beauty, majesty and
harmony of natural sceneries in the
US and China will be showcased in a
photographic exhibit, entitled
“Rhythm of the Earth,” on display
from Wednesday, November 16, to
December 15, at the New Jersey
Workshop for the Arts (NJWA) in
downtown Westfield. Chung Kun
Shih captured these extraordinary
images of nature’s wonders during
his many years of business and lei-
sure travel in the US and China.

Dr. Shih has been an avid photog-
rapher for over 40 years. One of Dr.
Shih’s photos was published in the
October 2000 issue of National Geo-
graphic. He has also published six
sets of calendars: Lotus of China
(2006), Birds of Singapore (2007),
Natural Sceneries of the US (2008),

Children around the World (2009),
Symphony of Flowers (2010) and
Choir of Animals (2011). He held
two successful photographic exhib-
its: “Melody of the Lotus” in
Westfield in 2009 and “Symphony
of Flowers” in 2010. He retired in
September 2009 as the China Joint
Venture Manager after 30 years with
Infineum (a Joint Venture between
ExxonMobil and Shell) and
ExxonMobil Chemical. He resides
in Scotch Plains with his wife, Gloria
and two children.

The exhibit is free of charge and
on view at the New Jersey Workshop
for the Arts from November 16 to
December 15, Monday – Friday 9
a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturday 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Please call (908) 654-4187
with enquiries.

NJPAC to Present
Penn and Teller

Drummers of
Japan to Perform

At NJPAC
NEWARK - The Drummers of Ja-

pan, is an
explosive troupe of Japanese taiko
drummers that combines a sense of
drama with the primal power of per-
cussion, producing one of the world’s
most physical forms of music.
Yamato, which takes the stage of
NJPAC’s Prudential Hall on Friday,
November 18 at 8 p.m., performs
with various sizes of drums, some of
which are created from trees as old as
400 years, and adds timpani and flute
for an evening of highly charged
rhythm—from the patter of raindrops
to the hammered-out beat of rolling
thunder.

Tickets are $35-$70, and are avail-
able by telephone at (888) 466-5722,
at the NJPAC Box Office at One
Center Street in downtown Newark,
or at www.njpac.org. This perfor-
mance is part of the Capital One
Variety Series, made possible in part
by Capital One, New Jersey State
Council on the Arts and Discover
Jersey Arts.

Central Jersey Allstars
To Fight Cervical Cancer

AREA – The Central Jersey
Allstar (CJA) Senior Cheerleaders
will participate in the New Jersey
Chapter of the National Cervical
Cancer Coalition’s Halloween 5K
to end Cervical Cancer this Satur-
day, October 29. The race will start
and end at Just Jake’s, located at
30 Park Street in Montclair. All
Central Jersey All-Star Seniors will
be ready to race at 11 a.m.

The National Cervical Cancer
Coalition (NCCC), founded in
1997, is a grassroots, non-profit
organization serving women with,
or at risk for, cervical cancer and
HPV. Now part of the Global Ini-

tiative Against HPV and Cervical
Cancer (giahc.org/), the group ex-
ecutes its mission to improve
women’s cervical health outcomes
through education, support and
advocacy for women and health
care providers.

To learn more about the Hallow-
een 5K to end Cervical Cancer,
visit cervicalcancer5k.org.

CJA is a 16-year-old, non-profit,
award-winning competi t ive
cheerleading organization for boys
and girls of all ages and skill lev-
els. To learn more about this pro-
gram, visi t
centraljerseyallstars.net.

NEWARK – Fresh off the pre-
miere of their Discovery Channel
television show “Penn and Teller Tell
a Lie,” the label-defying Penn and
Teller bring a family-friendly evening
of comedy and illusion to NJPAC’s
Prudential Hall on Sunday, Novem-
ber 6, at 4 p.m. Tickets range from
$50-$90 and are available by tele-
phone at (888) 466-5722, at the
NJPAC Box Office at One Center
Street in downtown Newark, or at
www.njpac.org.

Penn and Teller’s performance is
part of the Capital One Variety Se-
ries, made possible in part by Capital
One, New Jersey State Council on
the Arts, and Discover Jersey Arts.

Penn and Teller have performed
together for more than 30 years,
skewering the genre of magic (and
sometimes themselves) to sold-out
audiences on Broadway, in Las Ve-
gas, on their Emmy-nominated
Showtime series, and on their new
venture, Penn and Teller Tell a Lie,
which debuted this month on the
Discovery Channel.

CHILDCARE NEEDED

Nannies - Housekeepers
BabyNurses Needed

Live-in / -out,  Full/Part-time
Solid References Required.

CALL (732) 972-4090
www.absolutebestcare.com

NEIDE HOUSE CLEANING

If you need someone to clean your
house, leave it to us. You have
better things to do. We’re a reliable
couple with excellent references.

(862) 307-3481

Available to clean houses,
offices and apartments.

5 yrs cleaning experience,
own trans. & equipment.

References available.
(908) 361-0453

FERNANDO’S CLEANING

Rewarding Business Opportunity

Now Is The Time To Take Action!
Financially rewarding business
opportunity with a generous
compensation plan. Supplement
your income through partnering
with one of the leading personal
care and nutritional companies
recognized across the globe. Work
from home at your own pace.
Training provided. Contact
Information: (908) 665-2527
f lecomte.nsedreams.com

WESTFIELD RANCH 339K

Smart priced Westfield brick ranch
with potential to add a 2nd floor
expansion. 3BR, 1 bath with
dinette, full basement and carport.
Each level is approx 1000 sqft.
Property is 70X98 ft. Short walk to
Jefferson School. \ 339K

Email
northcotranch@yahoo.com

or (908) 403-0854

VOLVO FOR SALE

2001 Blk with tan S80 74K mi
new tires, well maintained,
great for station or new driver.
asking $7,000.  Contact
jcornell@cornellgrace.com

Special Issue going to
 All of Westfield,

Fanwood & Garwood

CLASSIFIEDS
The deadline for placing

classified ads
NEXT WEEK  is

Monday, 10/31/11
www.goleader.com

GARAGE SALE / ESTATE

Saturday October 29th 9:00a-3p
320 Third Ave, Garwood
Remains of Estate Sale.

Lots of household items and
furniture. Rain date Sunday

October 30th. 9a-3p

GARAGE SALE

Saturday, October 29
(7:30am -12pm)

1001 Wyandotte Trail, Westfield
located at corner of Wyandotte

Trail and Shawnee Pass

WESTFIELD COLONIAL HOME

Beautiful center hall colonial on
tree lined street, landscaped with
tremendous curb appeal and huge
private back yard, completely
refurbished,hardwood floors,
4 bedrooms 3.5 baths, large
kitchen leading to deck
overlook, move in condition.
2 car detached garage. $849,000

(908) 233-6651
For Sale by Owner

MATH AND PHYSICS TUTOR

Grades 9 to 12
Geometry Algebra

Trigonometry Precalculus
Calculus Physics

Contact: (908) 577-6361

AUTO FOR SALE

1999 Chrysler Cirrus
Good 1st car, Maintenance up to

date, new tires, reliable
$2,000 OBO

Rob (908) 232-4407

Two Westfield HS Students Win
UNICO Essay Contest

WINNERS…Two Westfield High School students were named winners of $250
savings bonds each in the 2011 Westfield UNICO essay contest. Nicholas
Zahorodny, center, and to his left, Robert Romano, were congratulated by
pictured, left to right, Westfield High School Social Studies Teacher, Adam Pizzi;
UNICO Vice President, Robert Tarte; and UNICO President, Vincent Tomasso.

WESTFIELD - Two Westfield
High School students were named
winners of $250 savings bonds each
in the 2011 Westfield UNICO essay
contest. Junior Robert Romano and
Senior Nicholas Zahorodny com-
posed their essays based on the an-
nual contest’s theme: “The most
influential Italian or Italian-Ameri-
can.”

For his essay, Robert Romano
wrote about the other side of singer
Tony Bennett, including his service
in World War II when he was part of
a unit that liberated a concentration
camp; how this experience influ-
enced Bennett to become an out-
spoken pacifist; the challenge of
overcoming drug addictions; and
his outreach to youth.

Nicholas wrote about Chief Jus-
tice Antonin Scalia, “someone less
recognized but just as important.”
Nicholas joined those who admire
Scalia for his brilliant mind, and
also remarked, “His legal opinions
are often witty, making them en-
joyable to read, which speaks very
much to his character.”

The UNICO essay contest was
established 12 years ago. The orga-
nization also provides scholarships
to graduating seniors. The name
UNICO means “one” or “only” or
“only one of its kind.” Addition-

ally, the letters are interpreted as U-
unity, N-neighborliness, I-integrity,
C-charity, and O-opportunity.

SPFHS Alumni
Meeting

SCOTCH PLAINS-FANWOOD -
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School Alumni Association will have
its fall meeting Tuesday, November
15, at 7:30 p.m. at the high school.
Guest speaker will be Tom Atkins,
retired manager of the Township of
Scotch Plains. Mr. Atkins attended
our local schools and after gradua-
tion from college entered into public
employment. As Township Manager,
he was responsible for the function-
ing of various departments, budget-
ing, etc. He will discuss his tenure
and cooperation with the Board of
Education and other personnel in our
school system.

All Alumni are invited to attend.
Recent graduates and others are re-
minded that the sale of bricks to be
installed in the Alumni Brick Walk
continues. To see how the Walk
progresses, eventually reaching the
entrance of the football field), come
to the meeting early and walk-the-
walk.

GEO. STECK UPRIGHT PIANO

This is a perfect beginner piano at
a great price. In good condition,
cherry finish. Buyer must arrange
to move the piano. Located in
Westfield, NJ. $600 or best offer.

Please call David at
(917) 355-0358

EDUCATIONAL CONSULTANT

Educational Consultant specializ-
ing in organizational, study, test-
ing, and time management skills
for grades 4 to 10 available. Call
Lenore Silver at (908) 209-3340.
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Warinanco Opens for 50th
Season on October 29

           501 BOULEVARD / KENILWORTH 

(908) 272 7955   WWW.ARTHURMURRAYNEWJERSEY.COM 

Free 
Introductory 

Lesson 

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

The Thing:
Hardly the Real Thing

2 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

The Thing, director Matthijs van
Heijninjen, Jr.’s prequel to John
Carpenter’s 1982 The Thing, reminds
of a rule of thumb I learned early on
in my moviegoing career, when my
mom would beg me to take a sand-
wich to the full day of cartoons and a
double feature. The really bad stuff
happens not in the Arctic, but in Ant-
arctica. It’s much colder.

Maybe not. But it’s a longer name.
And it’s south, where it’s supposed to
be warm. Such an anomaly of nature
surely bodes of daunting dangers.
Yeah, must be colder. But, I’m still
not taking a sandwich, Mom. For I’m
after popcorn, Goobers and Jujyfruits.
Even David, my partner in filmgoing,
brought no sandwich. And he was a
better kid than I.

Another rule when you are little
and confronted not with comedy or a
Western but the dreaded horror flick
that must inevitably rear its head at
the Bijou, is that it must be decided
beforehand whether or not you are
going to look at the scary parts. Real
good friends don’t show each other
up, but are cowards together. It’s OK
if you peek...a little.

Had they been as well practiced,
perhaps the crew of Norwegian and
American scientists who sojourn here
to investigate what they think is an
alien spaceship would have fared
much better. I of course approached
this latest The Thing armed with a
lifetime of mechanisms essential to
fending off all that could frighten me
to the cockles of my heart.

That isn’t to say I didn’t achieve
liftoff on a few surprising occasions.
But for the most part, Mr. Heijninjen’s
addition to the cult and lore that has
been accumulating ever since Chris-
tian Nyby’s 1951 original, now regu-
larly referred to as The Thing From
Another World, is much more grue-
some than it is scary. That’s just in
case you’re going to peek.

And, while humming the special
effects of a mediocre effort is like
informing that a blind date has a great
personality, the CGI razzmatazz here
is nonetheless stellar. Pity it’s for
such a nauseating purpose. These are
the nightmarish images of a very
disturbed mind. If you’re planning to
remake The Blob (1958), get ahold of
these folks.

Plot-wise, it’s rather simple, and
plays like a drawing room whodunit,
only with lots of blood and very little
subtlety. Once The Thing is out of the
box, it’s every man, and woman, for
themselves, with alliances regularly
formed and broken to supply tension
in-between devastating blurts of con-

scienceless attack. Democrats can
learn something here.

In fairness, it’s pretty well acted for
what it is. Plus, that the spatial geog-
raphy in the Polar complex attains an
almost kaleidoscopic aura as the ac-
tion chases from room to room is a
credit to filmmaker and art director
alike. Shot from both the monster’s
and scientists’ points of view, it’s just
a matter of time before there’s no-
where left to run.

If you’re still living in your par-
ents’ attic and delivering pizza, then
there’s no sense in me telling you
where this “Thing” slots in among its
cinema species. But for the great un-
washed who don’t care enough to
consult Wikipedia, but would like to
know just in case it comes up at the
next DAR meeting, it’s a prequel and
paean all rolled into one.

John W. Campbell, Jr.’s novella,
“Who Goes There?” published in
1938 is the root DNA for the fran-
chise, and is credited as such by all
three permutations. But if you’re hop-
ing to experience the kitsch of the
original, fuhgeddaboudit. Still, the
survival instinct at the core of its
black heart is unchanged. It’s from
another world, and it’s trying to get
us.

Worse yet, this horrible Thing can
replicate the form of any living be-
ing. So, uh oh… what we are dealing
with is the black magic of biology.
Someone in the compound isn’t who
we think they are, and wants to eat us,
or rather, assume us. And it’s not
pretty when they do…yecch! Here’s
a clue, though: It can’t copy inor-
ganic matter.

This explains the teeth fillings Mary
Elizabeth Winstead’s paleontologist,
Kate Lloyd, discovers in a shower
where one of these ugly metamor-
phoses takes place. Gee, it’ll be a
shame if it’s her. She didn’t even
want to come. But then it would be
too obvious if it’s Dr. Halvorson
(Ulrich Thomsen), the crazy zealot
who would put us all in harm’s way.

When little and kicking through
autumn leaves on the way home after
seeing a horror movie, as the skies
darken it’s proper to suddenly yell,
”I’m the Thing!” and attack your best
friend, David. Then it’s his turn. You
laugh. You are going to a warm sup-
per where, happily, there is no Thing.
Sadly, this Thing will not engender
any of those emotions.

…
The Thing, rated R, is a Universal

Pictures release directed by Matthijs
van Heijninjen, Jr. and stars Mary
Elizabeth Winstead, Ulrich Thomsen
and Joel Edgerton. Running time:
103 minutes

‘Discover Dinosaurs’
Program at Trailside
MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union

County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers invites families to become pale-
ontologists for the evening on
Wednesday, November 2, at Trailside
Nature and Science Center’s program,
“Discover Dinosaurs.”

This hour-long fun and educational
program starts at 6 p.m. and is recom-
mended for children ages 4-5 with an
adult. The fee is $6 per person for
Union County residents and $7 for
out-of-county participants. Pre-reg-
istration is required.

Children will delight in pretending
to be a paleontologist and search the
Visitor Center for dinosaur bones.
Families will work together to as-
semble a large dinosaur puzzle and
measure the size of a Stegosaur, T-
Rex and Ultrasaur. This program will
encourage children to use their imagi-
nation and pretend to be dinosaurs
for the night.

For additional information on the
Discover Dinosaurs family program
or on any other upcoming programs
and events at Trailside, call (908)
789-3670 or visit ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside Nature and Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a ser-
vice of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

Clark Holds Peppermint
Boutique Craft Fair

CLARK – On Saturday, December
3, the Parents’ Guild of Mother Seton
Regional High School will sponsor
its annual “Peppermint Boutique”
Craft Fair. Over 100 crafters will dis-
play original handmade crafts, in-
cluding unique Victorian items as
well as indoor and outdoor holiday
decorations.

The craft fair runs from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., with the kitchen open all day.
Admission and parking are free, so
come and enjoy the Christmas fes-
tivities.

Potters’ Guild Hosts Annual
Fall Pottery Festival

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Potters’
Guild of New Jersey will host its
annual Fall Pottery Festival and sale
of functional and sculptural ceram-
ics at the Community Presbyterian
Church, at 1459 Deer Path in
Mountainside (corner of Deer Path
and Meeting House Lane), on Sat-

urday, November 12, from 11 a.m.
to 5 p.m. and Sunday, November
13, from 12 to 5 p.m. Admission is
free, and credit cards are accepted
for all sales.

This increasingly popular event
draws hundreds of customers from
throughout New Jersey and even out
of state. The show is the perfect place
to find a unique holiday gift or a
special item or present for any occa-
sion. There will be 40 potters from
the area exhibiting their work this
season.

The Potters Guild is open to potters
of all skill levels living in New Jersey.
It was formed to share ideas, solve
problems, sponsor workshops, help
market work and educate communi-
ties on the value of handmade ceram-
ics.

For more information about the
Guild, or to join, please see visit
pottersguildnj.org/index.aspx.

For directions to the sale, visit the
PGNJ website at pottersguildnj.org/
index.aspx or call Judy Musicant at
(908) 233-1633.

Author Lodding Appears
At Town Book Store

WESTFIELD – Linda Lodding, au-
thor of the children’s book “The Busy
Life of Ernestine Buckmeister,” is vis-
iting The Town Book Store on Satur-
day, October 29, from 2-4 p.m.

Buckmeister is the poster child for
today’s over-scheduled child. Her week
is chock-a-block with lessons, from
karate with Grand Master HiYa! to
yodeling with Little Old Lady Who.
But Ernestine is about to opt out and do
what no Buckmeister before has ever
done – play! With vibrant, whimsical
illustrations from Suzanne Beaky, this
book will hopefully put play back on
every child’s agenda.

Ms. Lodding is originally from the
New Jersey area, but has spent the past
15 years in Sweden, Austria and now
The Netherlands. Today, she lives in
her one-windmill town, with her hus-
band and daughter (who is, at times, as
busy as Ernestine).

Meet Ms. Lodding at The Town
Book Store, located at 270 East Broad
Street in Westfield (corner of East Broad
and Elmer Streets). If you are unable to
attend this event, feel free to call The
Town Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy.

Fabio Luisi at NJPAC
NEWARK – Fabio Luisi, Chief

Conductor of the Vienna Symphony
Orchestra and newly installed Princi-
pal Conductor of the Metropolitan
Opera, makes his NJPAC debut on
Friday, November 11, when he brings
the Vienna Symphony Orchestra to
Prudential Hall.

Tickets are $50-$90 and are avail-
able by telephone at (888) 466-5722,
at the NJPAC Box Office at One
Center Street in downtown Newark,
and at njpac.org.

ROSELLE – The Warinanco Ice
Skating Center, a facility owned and
operated by the County of Union, will
open for the 2011-12 skating season
on Saturday, October 29, at 10:30 a.m.

Skating sessions will be: Tuesdays
and Thursdays from 12:30-2:30 p.m.;
Wednesdays from 10 a.m.-12 noon;
Fridays from 10 a.m.-12 noon, plus
3:30-5:30 p.m., 6 – 8 p.m. (a family
session during which children ages
17 and younger must be accompa-
nied by an adult), and 8:30-10:30
p.m.; Saturdays from 10:30 a.m.-
12:30 p.m., plus 1 – 3 p.m., and 8:30-
10:30 p.m.; and Sundays from 1 – 3
p.m., plus 3:30-5:30 p.m., and 8:30-
10:30 p.m. This schedule may be
subject to change on holidays. Please
call the Skating Center to find out if
changes will be made.

Admission to the general sessions
is $5 for adults and $4 for children
ages 17 and younger. Skate rental is an
additional $3. Discount Cards are avail-

able for Union County residents who
plan to skate on a regular basis.

Warinanco Ice Skating Center has
much more to offer in addition to the
general skating sessions. There will
be Open Hockey on Wednesdays from
12:30 – 2:30 p.m. for participants ages
18 and older with proper identifica-
tion and a shielded or caged helmet.
The skating center also offers group
and private skating lessons and hockey
clinics, as well as skating lessons for
individuals with disabilities. Other
features include a Pro Shop and re-
freshment stand.

The Warinanco Ice Skating Center
is located in Warinanco Park off Th-
ompson Ave. at Seventh Ave. in
Roselle. Park entrances also are lo-
cated off St. Georges Ave. and Third
Ave. For further information, call (908)
298-7850 for a recorded message or
(908) 527-4900 for the Union County
Department of Parks and Community
Renewal.

WCP Announces Auditions
For The Glass Menagerie

WESTFIELD – Westfield Commu-
nity Players (WCP) will hold open
auditions for its third production of the
2011-2012 season, The Glass Menag-
erie, the classic drama by one of
America’s most notable playwrights,
Tennessee Williams.

The Glass Menagerie will be di-
rected by Westfield Community
Players veteran director, Fred
Cuozzo. Producing this production
will be Lucille Bills. Regarded as
one of America’s most highly re-
garded playwrights, Tennessee Wil-
liams’ 100th anniversary is cel-
ebrated this year. The Glass Menag-
erie is considered one of Williams’
masterpieces: a memorable tragedy
about the failures of family struc-
ture, the failures of capitalism and
broken promises.

Amanda Wingfield, a woman
alone during the Great Depression,
is trapped between illusion and real-
ity. She wants the best for her chil-
dren, but is incapable of acknowl-
edging what that would be for her
shy and introverted daughter and
her son burdened by family obliga-
tions. Character descriptions:
Amanda Wingfield - Female – Age
late 40s to 60. A woman abandoned
by her husband some 16 years ago
who is trying to raise her children
under harsh financial conditions.
Once a Southern belle, she still clings
to whatever powers of vivacity and
charm she can muster; Laura
Wingfield - Female – Mid 20s to
early 30s. Laura is Amanda’s daugh-
ter. She is slightly crippled and has
an extra-sensitive mental condition;
Tom Wingfield - Male – Mid to late
20s. Tom is Amanda’s son. He works
in a warehouse but aspires to be a

writer. He feels both obligated to-
ward yet burdened by his family;
Jim O’Connor - Male – Mid 20s to
early 30s. “The Gentleman
called”...A workmate of Tom’s (a
shipping clerk) and acquaintance of
Laura’s from high school.

Rehearsal dates: TBA Production
dates: March 3, 10, 17, 18, 23 and
24.

If you would like, you may submit
an Audition Form prior to audition-
ing. It is not required to do so, but
will expedite matters on the day you
audition. The Audition Form can be
obtained at
westfieldcommunityplayers.org/
WCPauditions.html.

Celebrate Halloween With
The Westfield Symphony

WESTFIELD – Westfield Sym-
phony Orchestra will present a multi-
media Halloween Spooktacular on
Saturday, October 29, at 7 p.m. in
The Presbyterian Church in Westfield
featuring a movie, scares, scores and
a Halloween costume contest with
cash prizes.

With split-second timing and pre-
cision, more than 50 fully profes-
sional musicians, under the direction
of Maestro David Wroe, will perform
LIVE a magnificent soundtrack as
the original classic 1929 movie “The
Iron Mask” starring Douglas
Fairbanks is projected above the or-
chestra and in full view of the audi-
ence. “Carl Davis’ soundtrack is a
fabulously romantic, expansive score
of symphonic proportion,” remarked
WSO Music Director Wroe. “It
closely mirrors the Golden Age of
chivalry and the traumatic yet pas-
sionate events unfolding in the movie.

Musical giants, goblins and flying
warrior women will round off the
family-friendly Halloween festivities
as the orchestra presents Monsters
from “The Ring” a selection of fa-
mous excerpts from Wagner’s Ring
Cycle, including “Ride of the
Valkyries, Magic Fire music and
more. All ages are invited to come to

the concert in costume and partici-
pate in the costume contest at inter-
mission. The competition for the cash
prizes (top prize $200) will be di-
vided into two age groups: adults and
kids Under 14.

A free pre-concert lecture will be
conducted by Barbara Thomson at 6
p.m.

This enthralling multi-media pre-
sentation is bound to appeal to all
generations and students k-12 will be
offered special discounted tickets at
only $12. The concert has been made
possible in part by funding from The
Westfield Foundation, by a HEART
grant from the Union County Board
of Chosen Freeholders, and by the
generous support of WSO Trustee
Byron Arison.

For tickets ($25-$75) and informa-
tion go to
www.westfieldsymphony.org or call
(908) 232 9400.

AT A GLANCE: Westfield
Symphony Orchestra will
presentSpooktacular on Satur-
day, October 29, at 7 p.m. in
The Presbyterian Church in
Westfield. For tickets visit
westfieldsymphony.org.
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HALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULARHALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULAR
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Saturday, October 29, 2011 at 7pm   |   The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

This program is made 
possible in part by a 
HEART (History, Education, 
Arts Reaching Thousands) 
GRANT from the Union 
County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders

HALLOWEEN

COSTUME CONTESTS
+KIDS 14 AND UNDER + ADULTS

TOP PRIZE $200
WEAR YOUR COSTUME TO THE CONCERT

JUDGING AT INTERMISSION

Tickets: $25-$75
Students K-12: $12

Call: (908) 232-9400 or go to: 
www.westfieldsymphony.org

THE WESTFIELD FOUNDATIONTHE WESTFIELD FOUNDATION

Visit us on
Facebook

Wheelchair
Accessible

Free pre-concert lecture at 6pm

Funding has been made 
possible in part through 
a grant by the New Jersey 
State Council on the Arts/ 
Department of State, a 
partner agency of the 
National Endowment for 
the Arts.

Local Playwright’s Three Little Pigs
Sets the Record Straight

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

UNION COUNTY – “I thought it
was a cool name and kind of funny,”
said Union County resident Gary
Cohen of his latest children’s musi-
cal, Three Little Pigs in a Blanket that
finished a 10-performance run at
Plays in the Park in Roosevelt Park
last weekend. “I sat with that title and
the concept of the show for about a
year,” he said, “and found the idea of
combining the famous fairy tale with
hors d’oeuvres amusing.”

Mr. Cohen’s new children’s tale is
told by the character B.B. Wolf (Billy
Bob, not Big Bad), who claims to be
a vegan. This wolf feels he has been
maligned and needs to set the story
straight about his role in “The Boy
Who Cried Wolf,” “Little Red Riding
Hood” and “The Three Little Pigs.”
As narrator of the children’s musical,
the wolf explains that a misguided
media has an ax to grind, and he’s
become the fall guy in all the stories.

Not his first musical show for chil-
dren, artistic director of Plays in the
Park Cohen penned The Reluctant

Dragon and A High School Monster
Musical, both with music by Mark
Baron. When Mr. Cohen approached
Mr. Baron about doing the music for
this show, Mr. Baron was, according
to the show’s playbill, “stuck in Eu-
rope on tour without a piano.”

Thus, Mr. Cohen’s collaborator
for this musical, Warren Helms,
came on board with the project,
writing the music in a mere two
weeks. “I had something scheduled
and knew I had to write one song a
day if I was going to bring Gary’s
program to completion in the two-
week timeframe I had,” Mr. Helms
said at the noon performance last
Saturday. “I needed to write the
songs to his lyrics and also lay down
the tracks for the performers. It was
more than a little stressful.”

Some song-writing teams spend
time deliberating over measures of
music, time signatures or rhythmic
choices, but according to Helms, he
had free reign with the music.
“Gary’s awfully easy to work with.
He gave me the lyrics, and I wrote
the songs as I heard them, fitting his

rhymes and lyrics into a logical
pattern.”

Both collaborators said the req-
uisite “tweaking” occurs for every
show. “Once the actors are in re-
hearsals, there are a few tweaks
here and there,” Mr. Cohen said.
“And when we first get an audi-
ence, more adjustments are always
made.”

In fact, songwriter Helms said
the first number of the second act
needed to be cut. The song “What is
a Fairy Tale?” sung by B.B. Wolf
was pulled for various reasons. “We
saw that the kids wanted to come
back after intermission and see those
cute pigs,” he explained. “They
seemed to get antsy waiting for them
to appear, so it was cut.”

The pig trio of Golde, Moishe
and Essie has a great time prancing
up a storm to choreographer
Michelle Massa’s exciting dances.

The real story, according to Mr.
Wolf, is that the pigs, renters of his
three houses, want to pull a swindle
on an insurance company by blam-
ing him as the culprit of the disaster
when two of the three buildings are
razed.

Ask any of the adults in the audi-
ence at the performances, and they
would have to agree with Mr. Helms,
who told his friends, “I really think
Gary writes these shows for the
adults.” Clever lyrics in songs like
“Grandma’s a Hypochondriac” in
the “Little Red Riding Hood” tale,
and “The Eleven O’clock Number”
near the end of the show, are defi-
nitely directed to what Mr. Cohen
calls “ the big kids” in the audience
even though Mr. Cohen says his
target age is 5 to 10-year-olds.

As with all fairy tales, there’s a
message in Three Little Pigs in a Blan-
ket. This one, hammered home by the
wolf in his number “Don’t Judge a
Wolf by his Fur,” is “Even though
things might not look that great on the
outside, it’s what’s inside that counts.”
And just in case the kids did not get the
message, the wolf reiterates by setting
the record straight in his last line:
“Wolves are really good guys.”

Westfield’s Transit Radio Blows the
Speakers at Starland in Battle of The Bands

By ERIC NIERSTEDT
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

SAYREVILLE — When Hurricane
Irene hit in September, it devastated
much of New Jersey, wrecking homes
and business across the state. But it
only had the power to delay rock, as
Starland Ballroom hosted the resched-
uled finals of Jerseyshows’ “Battle of
the Bands,” which featured
Westfield’s own Transit Radio.

The show, designed to highlight
local bands, was originally sched-
uled for the weekend that Irene hit,
but the month-long wait did nothing
to temper Transit Radio. As the young-
est finalists (all members are around 14
years old) in Jerseyshows’ history, they
came with more then enough fire to
hold their own against bands like the
hard-rocking (and 30-plus) Sidewinder.

The band started with a strong mes-
sage, as singer/guitarist Colin Barry
asked the crowd if “all Transit Radio
fans could show their (day-glo) brace-
lets.” The dark arena then went
Technicolor, as almost all of the pa-
trons showed their bracelets and the
band launched into “Don’t Let Go,”
pushed by Barry and Julian Mone’s
guitars, and Connor Wynne’s steady
bass.

As the crowd showed its apprecia-
tion, drummer Mike Maguire started
the pounding beat of a special song
written just for the occasion, “The
Runaway.” A mix of Blink-182 and
Tom Petty’s “American Girl,” the song
was the catchiest of the night, with a
surging chorus and jangling punk gui-
tars. Transit then rode the positive
response into its older song, “I Can
Feel It Coming,” which Barry said had
been added to the set-list the previous
day.

But the band still had plenty of new

material left, as it debuted “Welcome
to Jersey,” which Barry began by ask-
ing the crowd, “Is anyone from Jersey?
(He claimed to be surprised by the
response)” The song was powerful, but
slightly too loud, as many lyrics were
lost in the mix (although the names of
several Jersey towns did make it in).

Transit then took a new direction
with “Untitled” (the title, Barry ex-
plained, was chosen because he is cre-
ative), an acoustic song with Mone
playing with a violin bow ala Jimmy
Page. The described “sad love song”
was full of emotion, which remained
even as the band exploded into the
electric coda. The band kept the
energy up with the Mone-sung
“Revelation of the Mind,” which

saw the young guitarist break two
strings on two guitars, but keep
playing.

Unfortunately, Transit Radio’s ef-
forts did not win the battle. But the
group took the decision in stride.
“We went up there to have fun; we
were happy to get as far as we did,”
Barry said. “Besides, we’re 14;
there’s still a lot for us to do.”

That includes the band recording
its first album in November, the con-
cept album entitled “Welcome to Jer-
sey.” The band describes the album as
“two wanderlust-filled teens driving
around Jersey together.”

In the meantime, Transit Radio is
just “looking forward to their bright
future.”

Eric Nierstedt for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BLOWIN’THE SPEAKERS...Transit Radio performed in the finals of the Battle
of the Bands held recently at Starland Ballroom. The group, comprised of 14-
year-olds from Westfield, will be recording its first album in November.

Edison to Perform
The Witches

WESTFIELD – “Do you believe in
witches? I do not mean the witches that
wear silly black hats and cloaks, and
ride on broomsticks. But this is not a
fairy tale.” Such begins the amazing
book, “The Witches,” by Roald Dahl,
which will be brought to the stage by a
cast and crew of nearly 100 Edison
Intermediate School (EIS) students, No-
vember 3 through 5.

In his ninth fall drama at EIS, Michael
Altmann, who is also a drama and
public-speaking teacher, directs The
Witches with a cast of sixth, seventh
and eighth grade students, including
Emma Ohlig, Bri Litchholt, Celine
Fitzpatrick, Jake Lorenzo, Danielle
Gabuzda, as they present a chilling
legend promising to scare you, delight
you and make you think a little more
about the tales you were told as a child.

Performances are Friday, November
4, at 7:30 p.m., and Saturday, Novem-
ber 5, at 7:30 p.m. The Thursday mati-
nee is a special presentation for el-
ementary school students accompa-
nied by their parents, and senior citi-
zens, with tickets available at the door
for $5.

Purchase reserved seating tickets for
the evening performances in advance
at lunchtime and after school the week
of the show for $5 or for $9 the evening
of the performance. Edison Intermedi-
ate School is located at 800 Rahway
Avenue in Westfield.

WITCHES...The Witches, by Roald
Dahl, will be brought to the stage by a
cast and crew of nearly 100 Edison
Intermediate School students on No-
vember 3 through 5.

Photographs by Sherman
Feller on Exhibit at Pearl St.
ELIZABETH – The Union County

Board of Chosen Freeholders will
present an exhibit of photographs by
Sherman Feller in the gallery space at
the Union County Office of Cultural
and Heritage Affairs, located at 633
Pearl Street in Elizabeth. A selection
of Feller’s photographs, entitled
“Doors and Windows around the
World,” is on display at the Pearl
Street Gallery until December 2. Gal-
lery hours are 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
weekdays.

Born and raised in Queens, N.Y.,

Mr. Feller graduated from Queens
College of New York with a bachelor’s
degree in Chemistry. His interest in
photography started as a teenager in
New York City, using a Brownie cam-
era, reading photography magazines
and experimenting with darkroom
techniques. He shot photographs us-
ing medium format and 35 mm cam-
eras and gained darkroom experi-
ence in the U.S. Army. Later he uti-
lized microphotography and other
photographic processes in his career
as a chemist. Feller retired as an Ana-
lytical Chemist with Union Carbide
Corporation.

Since 2007, Feller has had many
solo exhibits: Scotch Plains Library,
Westfield Library, Les Malamut Art
Gallery in the Union Library, and
Kenilworth Library. As an active par-
ticipant in the Unique Vision Work-
shop (associated with New Jersey
Photography Forum), he displayed
over a dozen photographs in their
annual exhibits in the last seven years.
Feller’s photographs have been in the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times and
the Suburban News, on The New York
Times website, and he is a contract
photographer for the Patch.com
website.

Feller has 55 years of photography
experience using medium format and

35 mm cameras. Currently he works
with a Canon EOS Rebel T1i digital
camera, and Canon IP 4700 Photo
Printer. He has lived in Fanwood for
45 years, where he and his wife raised
their three children.

Union County artists (whose works
can be hung on a wall) interested in
exhibiting in the gallery space are
welcome to apply.

For more information about the
Pearl Street Gallery or to learn about
other programs and services please
contact the Union County Office of
Cultural and Heritage Affairs, 633
Pearl Street, Elizabeth, NJ 07202.
Telephone (908) 558-2550. NJ Re-
lay users dial 711. E-mail to:
culturalinfo@ucnj.org.

Cochem, Germany by Sherman Feller

St. Maarten by Sherman Feller

Arts and Craft Fair at Westfield
Armory November 12-13

WESTFIELD – Buy handcrafted.
Buy American. Come to the Fall Fine
Art and Crafts at the Westfield Ar-
mory show to see the creations of 130
juried fine artists, photographers and
fine crafters.

Presented by Rose Squared Pro-
ductions, Inc., Fall Fine Art and Crafts

at the Westfield Armory Show, 500
Rahway Avenue in Westfield, takes
place on November 12-13, from 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. on Saturday and from
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Sunday.

The public can go to
rosesquared.com for discount cou-
pons, show details and directions.

OINK OINK…In the original children’s musical Three Little Pigs in a Blanket, with
book and lyrics by Gary Cohen and music by Warren Helms, Michael Restaino
plays Moishe, Heather Welsh is Golde and Marissa Ur is Essie, the three oinkers
who are, in this twisted fairy tale’s version, trying to hoodwink a wolf out of his
rental property. At the Plays in the Park’s indoors production of this clever show,
Jack Cibrian played the wolf who retold time-worn tales from his point of view.



Monk’s Painting and Carpentry
973-635-7900

MonksCarpentry.com
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CHRIS WITWICK, RYAN WILLIAMSON EACH SCORE A TD; JP CHRISTIANO SCORES 2 TDs

Cougar Gridders De-Ice Hillside Comets in Football, 35-6
Versatility of a Cougar offen-

sive attack and solidarity on de-
fense led the Cranford High
School football team to a 35-6,
de-icing of the Hillside Comets in
Hillside on October 22. The vic-
tory set up a showdown between
to unbeaten, 7-0 teams when
the Cougars host the Summit
Hilltoppers at Memorial Field on
October 28 at 7 p.m.

The Cougar offense, led by
quarterback Reggie Green,
blended an inside-outside run-
ning game with a timely passing
attack to confuse the 0-7 misdi-
rect Comets’ defense. Senior run-
ning back Chris Witwick got the
ball rolling with a 59-yard touch-
down run early in the first quar-
ter. It did not take much longer
for the Cougars to jack the score
up to 14-0 when defensive back
Eric Garguilo intercepted a Comet
pass and returned it 24 yard to
pay dirt. Troy Kettler kicked the
second of his five points after.

Senior fullback JP Christiano
added the third touchdown on a
19-yard rumble, also in the first
quarter. Just when the Comets’
defense was concentrating on
which Cougar runner to key on,
Green connected with wide re-
ceiver Ryan Williamson, result-

ing in a 55-yard touchdown. Just
before the half, Christiano bashed
in from the four-yard line to make
the score, 35-0.

Time ran rapidly in the second
half because of the 35-point
mercy rule. Finally, the Comets
managed to score late in the
fourth quarter when quarterback
Joe Stralle tossed a six-yard
touchdown pass. The point after
attempt failed.

The Cougar defense had five
sacks and senior linebacker Mike
Klimek, who had five tackles,

made two of them. Christiano
finished with 38 rushing yards.
Witwick had 63 yards rushing
and Adham McGuire added 32
yards rushing.

Last year’s game was far more
intense when Rob Gaeta booted
a 25-yard field goal as time ran
out to give the Cranford High
School football team a 23-20
victory on Senior Night. In that
game, Comet Calvin Lofton re-
turned a kickoff for a 75-yard
touchdown. Wide receiver Isiah
Little added a 29-yard touch-

down reception to give the Com-
ets a 20-13 lead at halftime, but
Cougar quarterback Joey
Papandrea engineered an 11-
play, 72-yard scoring drive in the

third quarter that ended with
him curling to his left for a three-
yard touchdown to knot the score.

Cranford 21 14   0   0 35
Hillside   0   0   0   0 0

Photos from last year – Cranford 23, Hillside 20

Cougar Footballers to Face
Summit in Battle of Unbeaten
The big showdown between to

undefeated teams will take place
at Memorial Field in Cranford to-
morrow, Friday, October 28, at 7
p.m. The 7-0 Cranford High
School football team will square
off with the 7-0 powerhouse Sum-
mit Hilltoppers.

The Hilltoppers, under Head
Coach John Liberato, are coming
off a 35-20 victory over previ-
ously unbeaten New Providence
last week in Summit. The
Hilltoppers are hovering around
the top rung in North Jersey Sec-
tion 2, Group 2, while the 5-1
Pioneers are still in the hunt for
home-field advantage for one or
two games in North Jersey Sec-
tion 2, Group 1.

The Hilltoppers offer plenty of
offensive punch with running back
A.J. Iarussi, quarterback Ryan
Bringewatt and kicking specialist

Mike Badgley. The defensive line
and linebackers will be quite a
challenge to Cougar quarterback
Reggie Green, and running backs
Chris Witwick, JP Christiano and
Adham McGuire.

Not only do the Cougars have a
strong running attack, but Green
has also been successfully find-
ing wide receivers Ryan
Williamson and Eric Garguilo for
big gains. Sophomore Troy
Kettler has been getting more-
and-more reliable kicking extra
points and could also be a threat
with field goals.

The Cougars’ veteran defense
has been the backbone of the
team. Linebackers Mike Klimek,
Mike Diaz, Anthony DaSilva and
JP Christiano, along with line-
men TJ Nichols, Chris Fulinosz,
Jeff Weiss and Ryan Farrell make
a formidable wall for opposition
to crack. Defensive backs Walter
James, Green and Garguilo will
look to break up Bringwatt’s
passes.

Cranford/Summit

Go
Cougars!
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Cougars Top Dayton
In Girls Volleyball

The Cranford High School girls
volleyball team defeated the
Jonathan Dayton Lady Bulldogs,
25-21, 25-21, in the first round
of the Union County Tournament
in Cranford on October 19.

Stephanie Bagniewski notched
six kills, two aces and a dig.
Kathryn Ahern had three aces,
three kills and three digs. Izzy
Acton had two kills and a dig.
Tessa Gonzales seven digs, an
ace and a kill. Toni Gonzales had
10 digs and two kills. Vickie
Zourzoukis had eight assists, two
aces and a dig. Paulina Przydzial
had two assists and a kill. Keri
Rothman had a dig. Taylor
Schomp had six assists. Shan-
non Smith had two kills, an ace
and a block. Danielle Manginelli
had four digs. Amanda
Montealegre notched a pair of
kills.

Cougar Snacks

David B. Corbin (Previous files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
COUGAR ATHLETES OF THE WEEK…Junior tennis player Marianna Dzunova’s record is currently 9-3 at first singles, with seven straight wins. Eli Howard, a senior
on the varsity cross-country team, placed third in a personal-best time, while leading the boys cross-country team to its first conference championship since 2004.

Summit Tops Cougars
In UCT Volleyball

The 16-1 Summit High School
girls volleyball team ousted the
Cranford Lady Cougars, 25-9, 25-
10, in the quarterfinals of the
Union County Tournament on
October 21. Ali Hoesley had 13
assists, an ace and a dig for the
Hilltoppers, while Nicole Johnson
notched seven kills.

High team scores and outstand-
ing performances from Westfield,
Cranford and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood highlighted the Union
County Tournament (UCT) gym-
nastic championships held at
Westfield High School on Octo-
ber 21.

In the end, the Blue Devils
upped their season-high team
total by nearly two points to nip
the Cougars, 109.15-109.05, to
earn their sixth consecutive UCT
crown. The Cougars’ total set a
school record. The Raiders placed
third with a team total of 104.85,
followed by the Union Catholic
Vikings at 98, the Union Farmers
at 90.525, AL Johnson at 87.25,
Elizabeth at 59.45, Dayton at
57.55 and the Summit Hilltoppers
(one competitor) at 34.675.

The Cranford Cougars, who had
previously defeated the Blue Dev-
ils in a duel meet and in the
Cougar Classic, had a repeat all-
around champion in senior
MaryKate Walch, who had a total

of 37.4. Blue Devil Abby Cook
took second with an all-around
total of 37.275. Cougar Alexandra
Puryear took third at 37.250, fol-
lowed by Viking Nicole
Pietrapertosa at 36.225, Raider
Alex Peluso at 36.15 and Johnson’s
Bianca Briscese at 35.625.

Puryear took top honors on the
vault with a 9.5, followed by
Pietrapertosa at 9.475, Walch at
9.425, Peluso at 9.3, Blue Devil
freshman Jenna Rizkalla at 9.2
and Raider Kacie Bumiller at
9.175.

Walch won the uneven bar event
with a 9.525. Cook was second at
9.3, while Hilltopper Christin
Martin and Puryear tied for third
at 9.175, followed by
Pietrapertosa at 8.7, Blue Devil
freshman Mae Devin at 8.525
and Blue Devil junior Lindsay
Ripperger at 8.5.

Ripperger placed first on the
uneven bars with a 9.5, followed
by Peluso at 9.475, Cook at 9.45,
Puryear at 9.275, Pietrapertosa

Blue Devil Gymnasts Defend UCT Crown,
Nip Cranford Cougars, 109.15-109.05

at 9.25 and Walch at 9.05.
Briscese took first on the floor
exercise with a 9.5, followed by
Cook at 9.425, Walch at 9.4,
Puryear at 9.3, Blue Devil fresh-
man Hannah Goldring at 9.2 and
Cougar Emily Grable at 9.175.

Cook also scored a 9.1 on the
vault, Hannah Goldring had an
8.95 and Blue Devil Kelly Vasel
had an 8.45. Rizkalla scored an
8.1 on the unevens. Blue Devil
senior Sara Shields scored an
8.4 on the beam and a 9.1 on the
floor. Vasel had a 9.05 on the
floor.

TOP THREE BY EVENT:
Vault: 1. SP-F (27.55), 2.
Cranford (27.475), 3. Westfield
(27.15)
Uevens: 1. Cranford (26.85), 2.
Westfield (26.325), 3. SP-F
(25.025)
Beam: 1. Westfield (27.95), 2.
Cranford (26.85), 3. SP-F (25.9)
Floor: 1. Cranford (27.875), 2.
Westfield (27.725), 3. SP-F
(26.375)

Cougars Dismount
Mounties in F.H., 3-2
Maria Guarisco had a huge

afternoon with three goals in a
3-2, Cranford High School field
hockey team’s victory over the
Montclair Mounties in Cranford
on October 20. Goalkeeper Jess
McCoy had six stops for the 8-
6 Cougars. Fabiana Citro and
Julia Albert netted goals for the
7-3-3 Lady Mounties.

Soccer Cougars Lick
Linden Tigers, 1-0

The Cranford High School boys
soccer team pulled off a 1-0 vic-
tory over the Linden Tigers when
Matt Aquiles rippled the net from
20 yards out early in the second
half in Cranford on October 25.
Goalkeeper Dan Weber made
nine saves for the Cougars.

FH Cougars Blank
Lady Farmers, 8-0

Maria Guarisco netted three
goals and added an assist to lead
the Cranford High School field
hockey team to an 8-0 shutout of
the Union Lady Farmers in Union
on October 25. Erica Faraone,
Charlotte Hurley and Emily
Snyder each had a goal and an
assist. Emily Pipala and Julie
Schott also netted a goal.
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By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Since the after-
math of Hurricane Irene, Cranford,
Union, Millburn and Springfield
are banding together by forming
the Mayors’ Council on Rahway
River Watershed Flood Control,
headed by each municipality’s
mayor and engineer, to discuss
ideas for controlling Rahway
River’s floodwaters.

Cranford Mayor Dan Aschenbach
said that the council will focus on
regional floodwater storage
projects, other regional flood-con-
trol improvements and model mu-
nicipal ordinances to improve
drainage practices. Also, a re-
gional damage assessment from
Irene will be done. The first meet-
ing is scheduled for November
and will be hosted by Millburn
Mayor Sandra Haimoff.

The panel includes Mayor
Haimoff, Union Mayor Joe Florio,
Springfield Mayor Hugh Keffer,
Winfield Mayor Margaret
McManus, Mayor Aschenbach,
Kenilworth Mayor Kathi Fiamingo
and Rahway Mayor Richard Proc-
tor.

The formation of the organiza-
tion was agreed to at the Regional
Conference on the Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control and En-
vironment held October 21 at
Union County College in Cranford.

“No one I know has in-the-box
solutions to this problem,” said
Leo Coakley of Hatch Mott
MacDonald, a Millburn-based en-
gineering firm, at Friday night’s
mayors’ roundtable held at Union
County College.

By proving there is a regional
flooding issue, the municipalities
anticipate it would help to get
funding assistance from federal
and state governments, which
without is too costly for each mu-
nicipality to take on alone.

“We are going to do our
best...but money is going to be
an issue. But I think you have to
try to make the effort…come up

with a plan that is regional and
see what happens after that. Af-
ter that it’s going to be a money
issue,” said Ed O’Malley, finance
commissioner for the Cranford
Township Committee, during the
citizens’ input part of the meet-
ing.

The Army Corps of Engineers
has been studying the Lenape
Basin, but the main message of
Jodi McDonald, chief of flood risk
management for the Army Corps
of Engineers, was that the fund-
ing is not there. “Over the course
of eight years, funding has been
very slow in coming. We’re using
funds from last year to continue
work. We have to justify federal
monies,” she told the audience.

“Is there any question about
whether federal spending is justi-
fied to mitigate flooding that af-
fects multiple thousands of people
in a very crowded area in the
single most crowded state in the
United States?” asked David
Emma of Millburn during the citi-
zens’ input portion of the meet-
ing.

“We have to show whatever
solution is proposed that is has a
benefit-to-cost ratio that is greater
than one,” Ms. McDonald replied.

Mayor Aschenbach said, “Our
probability of loss has to be high,”
in order to receive the federal
funding from the Army Corps be-
cause Cranford and other towns
are competing nationwide for
funding.

As a cost-saving measure, Pro-
fessor Jennifer Ebert of Union
County College had offered the
help of her staff and students
from the engineering department,
regarding which Mayor
Aschenbach said he would be in
touch.

Gregory Sgroi, an engineer for
Cranford from 1973 to 1984 who
was instrumental in flood mitiga-
tion, including the pump station,
had stated to The Scotch Plains-

Fanwood Times in a separate in-
terview that the Army Corps has

historically been “deliberate and
slow” in its process.

As Mr. Aschenbach pointed out,
“This (severe flooding) can hap-
pen again soon. We need to find
ways to mitigate as much as we
can.”

During Mr. Sgroi’s time as engi-
neer, a similar mayors’ flood com-
mittee never took action on its
meetings because of its “inability
to make decisions,” Mr. Sgroi told
The Times.

Ed Trush, a member of
Cranford’s flood advisory com-
mittee, said about that same com-
mittee during the citizens’ input
portion of the meeting, “It was a
failed project. That commission
never filed a report. It’s not sour
grapes – it’s a touch of realism.”

“Maybe in combination we can
reduce the risk to a practical num-
ber of people,” said Mr. Coakley in
the beginning of his presentation.

Millburn flooded even after build-
ing a retaining wall after Floyd.
Deputy Mayor of Millburn Robert
Tillotson said, “I hope that some-
thing good does come of all of
this.”

Union Township Mayor Joe Florio
said the South Mountain Reser-
vation in West Orange is where
“the main controls should be,” as
well as “downstream the bridges
need to be fixed.”

Regarding the Morris Avenue
bridge, in the 1990s a study was
done of its historical nature, Mr.

Emma said, and “there were no
historical objections at all. The
project was abandoned. Some-
one dropped the ball on that. That
needs to be an aggressive issue.
That is a ground zero right in the
middle of Union and Essex coun-
ties, exactly where the two
branches of the Rahway River
meet, and flows downstream from
there.”

“We think if those dams up-
stream in the reservation are
raised with some gates, we think
the water can be controlled much
better up there before it even
gets down there where the rivers
meet,” Mayor Florio said.

Some thoughts have been to
raise the dikes in Cranford, but
according to Mr. Sgroi, even if
they were raised three feet higher
it would help with a 50-year storm,
but “it’s doubtful to handle Floyd
and not practical to handle Irene.”

“There is no one cure,” Cranford
Township Engineer Rick Marsden
said. “In the South Mountain Res-
ervation, it’s not going to cure the
whole regional flood problem.”

“Some may not be cost effec-
tive individually, but combined
with other methods of stormwater
management, it may be an effec-
tive means for a positive outcome
for that whole area, giving pro-
tection to not only Cranford but
upstream and downstream. This
is the right forum, in my opinion,
to move forward with that.”

Rahway River Park
Sees Improvements
CRANFORD – New surfacing

and a backboard for the basket-
ball court, weed clearing in
Munsee Pond, and restoration of
a small pedestrian bridge are all
in store for a section of Union
County’s Rahway River Parkway
in Cranford, on the east of the
Garden State Parkway.

The improvements include
clearing a heavy growth of aquatic
weeds and undergrowth from
Munsee Pond with a hydro-raking
machine. This work is fully funded
through the Union County Open
Space, Recreation and Historic
Preservation Trust Fund, under a
$25,725 contract with Aquatic
Analysts of Middleville, N.J. Work
on the pond  is expected to be
finished before the end of Octo-
ber.  A small bridge over a creek
was damaged during Hurricane
Irene, and repair work will start
within the next two weeks.

REGIONAL REMARKS...Mayors and engineers from Cranford, Millburn, Springfield, Union and Winfield Park attend
Rahway River Flood Control conference at Union County College on October 21.

Garwood Lions
To Host Parade

GARWOOD – The Garwood Lions
Club will host the borough’s annual
Halloween Parade on Monday, Oc-
tober 31. The parade will step off at
7 p.m. sharp. After assembling at
Willow Avenue and Center Street,
marchers will proceed to the Lin-
coln School gymnasium on Second
Avenue. Costume judging will take
place in the gymnasium.

Area Mayors to Create Panel To Address River Flooding
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Cranford Officials Pledge

To Stop Birchwood Dvpt.
By FRED T. ROSSI

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

CRANFORD – Cranford Town-
ship officials say they will seek to
prevent the Birchwood Avenue
developer from doing any further
work on the site after it was dis-
covered that some initial digging
had been going on during the
past several weeks.

At the township committee’s
regular meeting on Tuesday,
township attorney Daniel
McCarthy said it had been found
that Paramus-based S. Hekemian
Group, which owns the property,
had been engaged in “a signifi-
cant amount of moving earth” at
the site, even though no permits
allowing such work had been is-
sued. Earlier this week, a judge
denied Cranford’s request for a
temporary restraining order to
prevent any further work; Mr.
McCarthy said on Tuesday that
the township would seek other
legal remedies to stop work on
the property.

Hekemian bought the property
three years ago. This past sum-
mer, a court ruled that the devel-
oper would be permitted to build
360 housing units despite
Cranford’s contention that the
property lies in a flood zone and
could be better utilized as a wa-
ter-detention basin in the event
of a heavy rainstorm similar to
last summer’s Hurricane Irene.

A number of residents spoke to
the council about the work taking
place at the property. Most ex-
pressed anger and frustration that
development appeared to be
moving forward and that the town-
ship government was not doing
enough to stop it. Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach defended the mu-
nicipal government’s actions, say-
ing he has been meeting with
state Department of Environmen-
tal Protection officials about the

matter. “We have to work to-
gether as a community to fight
this,” he said, adding that he fully
understood residents’ frustra-
tions.

Both the mayor and Mr.
McCarthy reminded residents that
the township has to follow legal
procedures to stop the develop-
ment. “We just can’t go in there
and physically stop them,” Mr.
McCarthy said.

“We’re going to have to fight
[the developer] all along the way,”
said the mayor, who criticized the
judge for having “cavalierly” de-
nied Cranford’s request for a re-
straining order against Hekemian.

Mr. McCarthy also said it had
been discovered that the site had
been used as a landfill back in the
1960s or earlier, with long-dis-
carded wood, tires and other de-
bris found. In response to the
concern raised by a few residents
that soil containing potentially
hazardous chemicals may have
been disturbed or moved from
the site, Mr. McCarthy said the
county’s HAZMAT (hazardous
materials) team had visited the
property and found “no threat” to
residents in that regard.

At the start of the committee’s
meeting, the mayor handed out
certificates of appreciation to a
number of individuals and groups
to recognize their efforts in the
aftermath of Hurricane Irene. U.S.
Sen. Frank Lautenberg, Rep.
Leonard Lance, State Sen. Tom
Kean, Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
and Assemblywoman Nancy
Munoz were cited, as were offi-
cials from the county and the
mayors of several neighboring
towns who lent manpower and
other support to Cranford as it
recovered and cleaned up from
the late August storm.

Probitas Verus Honos

ONE THOUSAND SIGNATURES...Andis Kalnins, left, and Lisa Adubato Nesi,
Cranford GOP council candidates, present a petition with 1,000 signatures from
residents to Senator Tom Kean, Jr.  The petition opposes over-development in
the town forced by COAH litigation. Mr. Kean, who is the Senate Minority
Leader, said, “Virtually everyone agrees that New Jersey’s affordable-housing
system is broken.”

CRANFORD — Andis Kalnins
and Lisa Adubato Nesi, Republi-
can candidates for Cranford Town-

ship Committee, gathered close
to 1,000 signatures on a petition
addressing the detrimental ef-

fects of builder’s remedy lawsuits
on towns like Cranford. During a
tour of the Birchwood site and the
surrounding areas, Mr. Kalnins
and Ms. Adubato Nesi presented
the petition to Senator Tom Kean,
Jr. (R-21, Westfield). The candi-
dates are asking the State Legis-
lature to put an end to the court’s
ability to determine where, and
how many, affordable housing
units can be built in a municipal-
ity. Two separate developers have
sued the Township of Cranford on
the premise of helping the town
meet its affordable housing obli-
gation.

“Due to a failure of the 2005
Township Committee to apply
for certification under the Coun-
cil on Affordable Housing man-
date, the court was able to im-
pose an arbitrary, punitive judg-
ment to satisfy COAH require-
ments,” the candidates said. The
petition seeks to end the subjec-
tive assignment of numbers of
affordable housing units by the
state, and give towns greater
protection against builder’s rem-
edy lawsuits. Mr. Kalnins and Ms.
Adubato Nesi also are asking that
the law be changed to allow con-
sideration of the project’s impact
on overall municipal services,
schools and environmental con-
cerns such as flooding. During
their campaign for Cranford
Township Committee, Mr. Kalnins
and Ms. Adubato Nesi have
brought their petition door-to-
door and garnered support from
many residents.

“This is clearly not the right
place to put a development of
this size and density,” said Mr.
Kalnins. “The schools are already
at capacity and there are no plans
for infrastructure improvement
to support the increase in popu-
lation and traffic.”

“There was inadequate con-
sideration of the environmental
issues of the property in the judg-
ment,” added Ms. Adubato Nesi.
“This property floods on a regular
basis.”

Cranford Birchwood Petition to Stop Over-Development, Flooding

Please accept this note in re-
sponse to Garwood Mayor
Quattrocchi’s letter printed in the
October 20 edition in which she
said my council report on the
Recreation Commission was po-
litically charged. Per my duty as
liaison to the Recreation Com-
mission, I am responsible for
attending committee meetings
and providing information be-
tween the Commission and the
Mayor and Council.

Due to the atmosphere of dis-
content within the commission,
the chairman asked me to read a
letter at the October 11 council
meeting because he could not
personally attend. The matter
was pressing since more than
half of the members were con-
templating resignation. Although
the letter indicated the frustra-
tion felt, I read it because it is my
duty to report communication
breakdowns.

Although the Mayor criticized
my reading of the letter at the
council meeting, I am firm in my
decision that the issue needed to
be aired in public. My actions
resulted in the Mayor attending
her first commission meeting on
October 19 and launching a dis-
cussion of the issues. The dia-
logue clarified the matter of ap-
pointments and communication
in general and appeared to avoid
any resignations.

My choice to read the letter as
I felt appropriate helped raise
the concerns and helped move
the relationship forward. Those
are the actions of a statesman,
not a politician.

Sara Todisco, DEM
Garwood Council Candidate

Todisco Says Report Was Not Politically Charged

Letter to the Editor
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