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     Early Morning & Evening Appointments Available.
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Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
207 CENTER STREET, GARWOOD

908-789-3303

Reader Suggests Constant Green
Light at Central Avenue Crosswalk

The Central Avenue pedestrian light
issue needs a solution. The following
facts exist along with practical improve-
ments.

1. Parking should not be permitted
within 200 feet approaching the lights on
the respective sides of Central. When cars
are not parked near the crossing, people
getting ready to use it are more visible.

2. The white lines on the pavement –
with no signs as to their purpose – mean
nothing and can’t be seen when snow-
covered.

3. The white-with-black-letters signs
on the structure can’t be read more than
200 feet away. The word “crosswalk” has
even smaller lettering. Typical stop signs
have 12-inch letters, while these are about

two or three inches.
4. The lights on the existing structure

are unlit except when activated. They
should have a constant green light except
when the crosswalk is activated. Alterna-
tively, a yellow blinking light facing up
and down Central on top of the structure
would get the attention of approaching
drivers.

The months of December and January
are especially dangerous in the early
morning and early evening because chil-
dren are using the crossing in the dark
hours. Also, when the sun is rising, and
one is driving towards Clark, the sun is
blinding.

When driving from Clark towards
Westfield on Central, this is the first traffic
signal after leaving Clark. People who do
not drive Central on a frequent basis are
not expecting this type of crossing signal.

Tim Harrington
Madison

MORE THAN A CENTURY OF MEMORIES...Congressman Leonard Lance,
last Wednesday, visited Westfield’s Senior Center to wish Elsie Diemer a happy
105th birthday.

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance

425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ
(908) 518-7733

FW Redevelopment Becoming a Reality
It’s great to see the progress being

made on the Fanwood Crossing project at
the corner of South and Martine Av-
enues, which happens to be the most
highly visual location in the Downtown
Redevelopment Plan.

Having previously served as chairman
of the Planning and Zoning Board of
Adjustment for almost 20 years under five
mayors, I witnessed first-hand the vision
and plans that each had for the redevelop-
ment of downtown Fanwood, but it wasn’t
until Colleen Mahr became mayor that the
revised plan kicked into high gear.

Mayor Mahr’s tireless efforts and per-
sistence have resulted not only in the

completion of two other redevelopment
projects but other ones outside the rede-
velopment area that have greatly enhanced
the South Avenue corridor, namely The
Goddard School, The Town Bank,
Dunkin Donuts and the Messercola Build-
ing.

I urge Fanwood residents to vote for
Mayor Colleen Mahr, Councilman
Russell Huegel and Planning Board Chair-
man Kevin Boris. Their election will
ensure that the vision and plan for
Fanwood’s redevelopment continues to
become a reality.

Greg Cummings
Fanwood

Fanwood Candidate Benedict Promises
Communication, Diligence, Planning
As candidates for Fanwood Borough

Council, my running mates and I have the
opportunity to meet many residents as we
walk through the borough every week-
end. We have built strong bonds and
garnered a lot of enthusiastic support
during the campaign season as well as
interacting with friends and neighbors
throughout the years. It is through these
interactions that we have learned what
means the most to Fanwoodians and how
best to serve them.

We have invited friends, neighbors
and interested folks to join us on our
lawns to chat about what matters to them.
We host family friendly get-togethers
that support our local downtown busi-
nesses and encourage people to sample

Perfectly Proper to
Print All That Occurs
You must be very proud that your

publication is read each week by one as
high in the Republican Party as Mr. [Bill]
Palatucci. This man is an advisor to Presi-
dents, is an advisor to Gov. Christie and
is one of the state’s leaders in his party. It
is amazing that he is following allega-
tions of mismanagement and mistreat-
ment of taxpayers in Westfield.

The Republican Party is proud of the
groundswell now known as the Tea Party.
This was a small band of citizens that
spoke the truth and gained popularity.
The only ones who objected to the Tea
Party were the non-Republican en-
trenched politicians who had something
to lose by a popular movement armed
with facts rather than platitudes.

I cannot imagine why one so high in
the Republican Party would object to
citizens exercising their rights at council
meetings and your reporting their com-
ments. While I will agree that the tone of
the criticism is sometimes rude, I do
remember that the Tea Party, in its begin-
ning, was less than polite.

I think it is perfectly proper for a news-
paper to faithfully print everything that
occurs at a council meeting. I am sure the
members of the Tea Party, who depended
so much on Freedom of the Press, would
agree that no newspaper should limit its
coverage of the news just because a po-
litical leader seems to get bored with the
repetition of the coverage.

A. John Blake
Westfield

our borough stores.
Please consider that while we do not

have the resources that the incumbents
have, we do have a passion for Fanwood’s
future and a desire to serve our commu-
nity. We have leadership experience, fi-
nancial skills and the management exper-
tise we believe Fanwood needs. Through
honest communications, due diligence,
planning and a commitment to control
spending, we offer you an opportunity to
cast your vote for a new, vibrant team to
represent you on the Borough Council.

It would be my profound honor and
privilege to serve the Borough of
Fanwood, represent my community and
help lead Fanwood, with Joe Britt and
Nicole Cole, into a brighter future. I
humbly ask for your vote this November
8.

Jason Benedict, GOP
Fanwood Council Candidate

Nicole Cole Touts Her
Leadership, Experience

The writer for the Fanwood Demo-
cratic ticket has an interesting interpreta-
tion of the Scotch Plains Fanwood Times’
recent article on the interview with the
Republican candidates for mayor and
borough council. As one of the partici-
pants in that interview, I certainly do not
understand how she reached such a mis-
guided conclusion. Considering my pro-
fessional background is grounded in
“making policies and laws,” I am confi-
dent my experience is more than suffi-
cient to fulfill the role of councilwoman.

However, I wholeheartedly agree with
the writer that “Fanwoodians historically
contribute more tax dollars to the county
than we even remotely get in return,” and
Fanwood’s “municipal employees to be
among the most professional and knowl-
edgeable in their respective fields.”

Citizens will have the opportunity to
hear, first-hand, our positions and plans
at the Candidates’ Debate tonight, Octo-
ber 27. Please come out to Fanwood
Borough Hall and hear each of the candi-
dates speak for themselves and on the
future of Fanwood. Fanwoodians can
decide for themselves if they wish to
continue the status quo or vote for Britt,
Benedict and Cole on November 8.

Nicole Cole, GOP
Fanwood Council Candidate


