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Letters to
the Editor

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair
dscanlon@ucnj.org

Sebastian D’Elia, Public Info.
(908) 527-4419
sdelia@ucnj.org

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rubiginose – Rust-colored
2. Threnody – A song of lamentation;

a dirge
3. Cozen – To cheat or defraud
4. Pollan – A white fish found in some

lakes in Ireland

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

LUSK
1. Soreness of the eyes
2. To sail with a quartering wind, or

with a wind about 45 degrees abaft the
beam

3. Lazy; idle
4. Muddy, thick or turbid

TUBERON
1. A wartlike lump or node
2. A shark
3. A potato
4. The pocket gopher

PILIGEROUS
1. Covered with hair
2. Putrid; foul-smelling
3. Shaped like a cap
4. Given to theft or robbery; untrust-

worthy
BRACCATE

1. Having feathers which conceal the
feet and legs

2. Concise; brief; to the point
3. Having the breadth of the cranium

greater than the length, according to the
cephalic index

4. In botany, furnished with branches
in pairs

Don’Don’Don’Don’Don’t Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Pastt Scorn the Magic of Past

Souls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy HalloweenSouls - Happy Halloween
Although not sanctioned by any government cal-

endar, Halloween is a favorite holiday – colorful and
festive. Kids dress up as witches, skeletons and
ghosts, knocking on doors for treats – lest tricks and
haunts follow. It’s a rite of fall, but strange in that all
the fun seems based on the darkside – death, goblins,
haunted houses and horror.

Is it a hedonistic legacy or important sacrament?
Where did we learn to put fire in pumpkins, spread
fake cobwebs to instill fright, decorate halls with
phony human bones, pipe eerie music into our homes,
dress in monstrous costumes and hope to fly off into
the night on broomsticks like evil witches? It in-
spires us to party, to mask what we are and to honor
the strange – hoping to win a prize, but based on

what? Maybe it was the Celts, centuries ago, who
created this practice before beliefs existed, as we
now like to think of our sophisticated selves.

Is it because we’re not so sure of our beliefs today,
that we gleefully pay homage to these rites of our
roots? Do we refuse to laugh at the supposed igno-
rance of peoples long ago, those without science, we
say – those mired in fright and superstition and
darkness as night each year extends over day; as
winter winds howl during the fading fall. Are the
sounds they heard, calls from spirits; lonely souls
close at hand only during this time of year? Things
we seldom listen for today – are they still there?

Ancient cultures divided their calendars accord-
ing to the seasons of the year, heavily influenced by

cycles of weather with pastoral
markings taken from the heavens.
Astronomy provided the accepted
wisdom of their time. We may scoff
today and challenge these supersti-
tions. But, is it buried in the DNA of
our souls? How can one tell in look-
ing at the moon tonight or tomor-
row night? Was that a bat or witch
flickering by? Is there more to the
wind? Does it carry the moans of
our forefathers’ spirits?

For those who mock, we say spend
Halloween night at Gallows Hill
Road by Fairview Cemetery, and
your opinions may change. For oth-
ers, we say, play it safe; don’t scorn
the magic of souls past. Put on your
masks, don costumes, light jack-o-
lanterns and party.

Happy Halloween!

Vote November 8, 2011

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
425 North Ave. E.
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
251 North Ave. West
Westfield, N.J. 07090
(908) 232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
57 Union Place, Suite 310
Summit, N.J. 07901
(908) 918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

1514 E. Saint Georges Ave.
Linden, N.J. 07036
(908) 587-0404

Asw. Linda  Stender (D)
1801 East Second St.
Scotch Plains, N.J. 07076
(908) 668-1900

Asm. Jerry  Green (D)
17 Watchung Ave.
Plainfield, N.J. 07060
(908) 561-5757

LD-21 includes Westfield, Mountainside,
Garwood, Summit and Cranford.

LD-22 includes Scotch Plains, Fanwood,
Plainfield, Clark  and Linden.

E-mail
senkean@njleg.org
senscutari@njleg.org
asmbramnick@njleg.org
aswmunoz@njleg.org
aswstender@njleg.org
asmgreen@njleg.org

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425 North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090 (908) 518-7733

From Fanwood DEM Campaign

GOP Candidates Should Provide
Their Ideas On Making FW Better

I read with great interest the recent
interview conducted by the Leader/Times
with the Fanwood Republican mayoral
and council candidates, Joe Britt, Jason
Benedict and Nicole Cole. As a former
councilwoman, I had hoped to find real
suggestions and solutions on how to bet-
ter control taxes and reduce spending as
part of their campaign strategy. I instead
learned that they wished to not only fur-
ther delay real change through the pursuit
of shared services and downtown rede-
velopment, but advocated to spend even
more money on additional studies.

Additionally, it was interesting to read
that they hold the current council, equally
represented by members of both parties,
responsible for the rise in our county taxes
by outsourcing our dispatching services.

There is no correlation between the
county tax rate and the services that they
provide to Fanwood through our dispatch-
ing services. Our county tax rate would
have been the same regardless, with no
discernible savings to Fanwood residents,
which we now realize through the
outsourcing of this service. In fact,
Fanwoodians historically contribute more
tax dollars to the county than we even
remotely get in return.

It is also eminently clear that they do not

understand the relationship between their
role as elected officials to lead (by making
polices and laws) and management (the
implementation of those policies) since
they seem to be advocating the termination
of all current employees, as they believe
they need “changes in management” as
they “look to manage the town well.” I have
found our municipal employees to be among
the most professional and knowledgeable
in their respective fields and believe we get
service above and beyond what is required.

If the Republican candidates sincerely
believe they can do a better job, perhaps the
current members of their party presently
sitting on the council should step up and
demonstrate through example just what
changes or ideas can make Fanwood a
better place to live. Until that time, it has
been the leadership of Mayor Colleen Mahr
with the support of Councilman Russ
Huegel and through Kevin Boris’ leader-
ship on the Planning Board that real change
and real cost savings have been realized
without the slightest decline in the quality
of programs and services.

That is why I am voting for the team of
Mahr, Huegel and Boris on Tuesday, No-
vember 8.

Donna Dolce
Fanwood DEM Campaign

From DEM Freeholder Candidates

Part of Having The Right Priorities Is
The Courage to Resist Making Cuts

County Democratic leadership has
brought stability to Union County even
through these troubled times, and the
Column A Freeholder Democratic Team
of Angel Estrada, Christopher Hudak
and Vernell Wright is supporting a blue-
print to develop more jobs, and increase
tax ratables in the years ahead.

In the effort to bolster employment
training, Democratic leadership at the
county level worked to support the open-
ing of two state-of-the art One-Stop fa-
cilities, which offer employment training
and referral services, in the eastern and
western ends of the county.

Democrats have also placed an empha-
sis on creating new jobs through eco-
nomic-development projects, including
the recently opened Union County Col-
lege Trinitas School for Nursing, and the
soon-to-be opened parking deck/com-
mercial facility in Midtown Elizabeth.
The county also worked to retain
Wakefern, one of the county’s largest
employers, and assist it to expand and
create hundreds of new jobs.

Democrats are also aggressively pur-
suing competitive federal grants for
workforce development in fields related
to renewable energy and energy conser-
vation. Democrats at the county level
helped obtain a $5 million ARRA-funded
Green Jobs grant (one of the largest of its
kind in the nation) that Union County
was selected to administer for New Jer-
sey.

Democrats have also endorsed an on-
going Union County Economic and
Workforce Competitiveness Project (de-
veloped with the John J. Heldrich Center
for Workforce Development at Rutgers
University), through workforce programs
that focus on fields demonstrating poten-
tial for sustainable growth, such as health
care, here in Union County. Phase I of the
Heldrich study identified health care,
transportation, warehousing, and phar-
maceutical and chemical manufacturing
sectors as likely candidates for success-
ful future growth.

Also emerging are health services for
older residents, especially in fields such
as home health aide, and home-improve-
ment services related to clean energy and
energy conservation.

Democrats at the county level have
successfully overseen the diversification
of Union County’s economy from a manu-

facturing base to include educational ser-
vices and retail/commercial activity, as
well as advanced manufacturing particu-
larly in pharmaceuticals, and we will
continue to continue to work toward these
goals.

According to a recent poll of Union
County residents released several months
ago by Monmouth University,  Union
County scored seventh highest among all
21 New Jersey Counties in the Garden
State Quality of Life index. In compari-
son to its urban neighbors, Union County
doubled the score of Essex County, while
also scoring higher than nearby Hudson,
Middlesex and Passaic Counties in the
index.

This speaks to the strength and stabil-
ity of our suburbs as well as the opportu-
nities in Union County’s urban centers.
According to the poll, Union County
residents are happy with where they live
and say their communities are safe. They
rate their county’s cultural activities, pub-
lic schools and public transportation op-
tions as top-notch. They rate their county
as fifth best in providing job opportuni-
ties and are also the least likely to move
from where they live.

While there are still many issues we
need to face in this tough economic envi-
ronment, we believe this poll to also be an
affirmation of quality-of-life initiatives
that are central to the Democratic board’s
governing policy at the county level of
government. Part of having the right pri-
orities is the courage to resist making cuts
in certain areas that would damage our
quality of life.

We believe attention to detail is impor-
tant, and it shows in our governing prac-
tice. Our Republican opponents at the
county level have perennially lacked any
solid or substantive plan to deal with the
pressing issues impacting our residents,
but are quick to point fingers and lay
blame.

On November 8, we believe the choice
is crystal clear: please vote for the Col-
umn A Democratic team that is standing
up for you on issues that matter most —
Angel Estrada, Christopher Hudak and
Vernell Wright.

Angel Estrada
Christopher Hudak

Vernell Wright
DEM Freeholder Candidates

Hale Proud to Support WUF, Urges
Others to Join in Fund’s 75th Year

We have been supporters of the Westfield
United Fund for more than 50 years. Ini-
tially, we were motivated by having just
one fund to deal with instead of 10 to 15
separate agencies each making separate
appeals.

Later, my wife became secretary of the
Fund, and I served as the budget chairman
of the committee that reviewed the pro-
posed allocations to the charities. In those
two roles, we got to see what significant
good these organizations did for Westfield.
We saw the real reason for donations to the
United Fund.

The announcement of the launch of their
75th Anniversary Campaign jogged me to
make an in-depth review of the now-19
organizations that will be aided by the
United Fund next year.

They are impressive. They are organiza-
tions that bring a better quality of life to
Westfielders. They assist children, elderly,
disabled and low-income residents. They
help our neighbors and friends. As a result,
I increased my commitment this year.

The United Fund – along with sister
organizations the Westfield Foundation,
the Westfield Rotary, the Westfield School
Boosters Association, the Education Fund,
the Westfield Historical Society, the Down-
town Westfield Corporation – have made
Westfield what it is today and what it will be
in the future – The Great American
Mainstreet, the Sports Capital of New Jer-
sey and, according to New Jersey Monthly,

the best town (in its population size) to live
in, in New Jersey.

I am proud to have been a longstanding
contributor, and I urge Westfielders to join
me in supporting the Westfield United Fund
in their 75th anniversary year.

Lee M. Hale
Westfield

Sontz Claims Council Has Been
‘Adversarial’ on Central Ave. Light

Instead of working towards a viable
and safe solution, the town council has
chosen to be adversarial. It has chosen to
spend precious resources defending a
mistake in judgment.

I am Matt Sontz, the Democratic can-
didate for Westfield Town Council for
the Third Ward. Nowhere is common
sense more noticeably absent than at the
Central Avenue pedestrian crossing.

The Central Avenue pedestrian cross-
ing is a constant reminder that we need
change on our Town Council.

I believe the pedestrian crossing should
be moved to the intersection of Central
Avenue and Clover Street. I believe the
light should be the same as the pedestrian
crossing that has existed for years at the
intersection of South Avenue and
Westfield Avenue by the train station.

That is, there should be a standard red,
yellow and green light that stays green
unless, and until, a pedestrian or the cross-
ing guard pushes the activation button.

This has worked well at South and
Westfield and will work just as well at
Central and Clover. There should be NO
TURN ON RED signs on both Central
and Clover to protect pedestrians just as

there are at all the other lights on Central
Avenue, which are at Park, Grove and
Sycamore.

The crossing guard is a necessity and
should be stationed at the light. This
pedestrian-activated light will prevent
traffic backups from occurring on Cen-
tral Avenue, which will protect the resi-
dents in the area. The existing cul-de-
sacs will protect residents from any po-
tential cut-through traffic.

Of course, I am open to any and all
suggestions to make a light at Central and
Clover even better.

Some residents have expressed con-
cern that the fight to move the light may
be subterfuge for some to have the light
taken down in its entirety. Let me be
absolutely clear about my position on
this. I believe that a light is better than no
light.

While I believe the light should be
moved, I will not, under any circum-
stances, support any plan by anybody
that seeks to have the existing light moved
without being immediately relocated to
the intersection of Central and Clover.

I will only support a plan that moves
the light at one time. I will not support

any plan by anybody that seeks to remove
the crossing guard. The crossing guard is
an absolute necessity to me.

The town council has had many oppor-
tunities to handle this situation better.
There have been so many chances to find
common ground among all of our
Jefferson School residents who are af-
fected by the light.

Instead of working towards a viable
and safe solution, the town council has
chosen to be adversarial. It has chosen to
spend precious resources defending a
mistake in judgment.

This is one reason among many for
why we need change this election. The
next election is not for another two years.
Let’s not wait to bring about the change
we need.

I hope you will support me in this
endeavor. Please support me with your
vote on Election Day, which is Novem-
ber 8. You can read more about my
campaign and the issues by visiting
mattsontz.com.

Matt Sontz (D)
Third Ward Candidate, Westfield

Robert Treat Lives Up
To Its Name

Beautiful food served with generous
hearts – now that’s what I call a real treat.
Thank you, Robert Treat Deli, for treating
us to the delicious spread during Girls
Night Out last Thursday.

The food was a treat in every sense – for
the eyes, the nose, as well as the palate. But
what really makes this place so special is
that the folks at Robert Treat always dish
out ample portions of the human touch – a
warm smile, a friendly hello, to all who stop
in, new customers and old friends.

It’s obvious they love their jobs and their
community.

From the bottom of my heart to the tip of
my taste buds, thanks again Robert Treat!
And thanks to the Downtown Westfield
Corporation for orchestrating this wonder-
ful shopping event.

Linda B. Condrillo
Mountainside

Todisco Says Report Was
Not Politically Charged
Please accept this note in response to

Garwood Mayor Quattrocchi’s letter
printed in the October 20 edition in
which she said my council report on the
Recreation Commission was politically
charged. Per my duty as liaison to the
Recreation Commission, I am respon-
sible for attending committee meetings
and providing information between the
Commission and the Mayor and Coun-
cil.

Due to the atmosphere of discontent
within the commission, the chairman
asked me to read a letter at the October
11 council meeting because he could not
personally attend. The matter was press-
ing since more than half of the members
were contemplating resignation. Al-
though the letter indicated the frustra-
tion felt, I read it because it is my duty to
report communication breakdowns.

Although the Mayor criticized my
reading of the letter at the council meet-
ing, I am firm in my decision that the
issue needed to be aired in public. My
actions resulted in the Mayor attending
her first commission meeting on Octo-
ber 19 and launching a discussion of the
issues. The dialogue clarified the matter
of appointments and communication in
general and appeared to avoid any resig-
nations.

My choice to read the letter as I felt
appropriate helped raise the concerns
and helped move the relationship for-
ward. Those are the actions of a states-
man, not a politician.

Sara Todisco, DEM
Garwood Council Candidate

No More
Dodge Ball?

For more letters,
see pages 5 & 19


