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Personal Injury Lawyer

1827 East Second Street, Scotch Plains
908-322-7000
www.jonbramnick.com

Helping Accident Victims Every Day

Certified Civil Trial Attorney
30 Years Experience

JON BRAMNICK

BRAMNICK, RODRIGUEZ,
MITTERHOFF, GRABAS & WOODRUFF LLC

JON BRAMNICK
AT T O R N E Y  AT  L A W

For Your Insurance and 
Savings Needs

05-3035 © 2011 The Northwestern Mutual Life Insurance Company, Milwaukee, WI (Northwestern Mutual).

Jeff Rembisz CLU®, ChFC®
Westfield
(908) 389-9909
jeffrembisz.com

Joe
knows
Cars...

PARK GROVE AUTO BODY

NJ license # ABR03373A  •  Joe & Meme Binko Proprietors

Call us first...one phone call does it all

Joe: 908-447-2190   Shop: 800-834-6582

with any insurance claim…$350.00 value
Free Complete Auto Detailing

Joe 14 years old 1973

... A Different Kind of Body Shop

·24 Hour Towing

·Licensed to work for ALL insurance companies

·Free Pick Up and Delivery

Rosann & Leo L., Westfield

Heres what our Customers are saying
"What can I say? This is how the story goes. We

smash car. We call Joe. Joe picks up car. Joe handles
insurance company. Joe fixes car. Joe delivers car

better than new. For real! Works for us."

OWEN BRAND
ML# 222999

Your Hometown
MORTGAGE BANKER

Residential – Construction
Commercial – Bridge Loans

Local: (908) 789-2730

Toll Free: (888) 256-4447 ext. 41349

obrand@myinvestorsbank.com

Member FDIC
NMLS ID #60061. Mortgage Loans provided by ISB Mortgage Co, LLC, a wholly-owned subsidiary of

Investors Savings Bank and Licensed by the NJ Department of Banking Insurance.

CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISING...This past Saturday evening, more than 75 people
attended an “Arena for Council” Friendraiser at the home of  Shawn and Tracy
Hanna.  Mr. Arena is running for re-election as First Ward councilman. Pictured,
from left to right, are: Mayor Andrew Skibitsky, Mrs. Hanna, Rep. Leonard
Lance (R-7th), Mr. Hanna, Councilman Arena and Assemblyman Jon Bramnick
(R-21, Westfield). Also in attendance but not pictured was Mike DuHaime. Mr.
DuHaime, now a Westfield resident, was the lead strategist for New Jersey
Governor Chris Christie's campaign and previously Mayor Rudy Giuliani's
presidential campaign manager in 2008.

Mothballed Co-Gen Helps
RVSA During Irene’s Wrath

By WAYNE BAKER
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader The Times

RAHWAY – Following last week’s
meeting of the Rahway Valley Sewerage
Authority’s (RVSA) Board of Commis-
sioners, The Westfield Leader and The
Times sat down for an interview with
James Meehan, the authority’s executive
director. He revealed that emergency use
of the authority’s mothballed co-genera-
tion facility had likely saved the plant
from severe damage in the aftermath of
Hurricane Irene.

Based on predictions of the severity of
Hurricane Irene, the RVSA had peti-
tioned the New Jersey Department of
Environmental Protection (DEP) for per-
mission to operate the co-generation fa-
cility on an emergency basis to cope with
the effects of the storm.

Mr. Meehan complimented the DEP
on its responsiveness to RVSA’s request.
Although the co-gen facility lacks re-
quired air-quality permits, the DEP rec-
ognized its possible significance in pro-
tecting the facility from severe damage,
which might have caused much more
substantial environmental effects, and was
willing to permit its use.

Mr. Meehan described the plant as run-
ning on back-up power in “island mode”
for four to five days. He stated that for
more than two days, the plant was treating
flows in excess of 130 million gallons per
day. This exceeds the plant’s design ca-
pacity by more than 25 million gallons per
day. When questioned about the newly
purchased diesel back-up generators, Mr.
Meehan said that they could have been
used, but the duration of the outage may
have threatened the plant, as the amount of
diesel fuel on-site was only sufficient to
run the generators for a period of 24 to 28
hours at maximum capacity.

He said that there was “extraordi-
nary” demand for diesel fuel as a
result of the storm, and getting re-
supplied in sufficient quantities on a
timely basis was questionable.

When asked about the chronology of
the events, Mr. Meehan called in two of
his senior staff, Dan Ward and Bob Va-
lent, to aid his recollection of details.
After the DEP’s approval, they went to
work getting the engines running. One
was operating on the evening of August
26, and the other two were in operation
on Saturday prior to the storm. Mr.
Meehan also praised his staff for the job

they did getting the facility into operation
under the pressure of the impending storm.

With power available, the plant could
focus on its primary job – treating sewage.
Mr. Meehan stated that the plant stayed in
compliance with rules throughout the cri-
sis period. They were able to perform
disinfection on all the sewage moving
through the plant. The plant did suffer
some minor damage during the storm.

On arrival to the meeting, digester
gas was being flared off. This raised
the question of the status of the project
to utilize digester gas in the boilers.
Mr. Meehan said that while the con-
tract had been let several months ago,
progress had been slowed by the
contractor’s slow progress with engi-
neering drawings for the project. He
expects work to begin within a matter
of days. Most of the business at the
RVSA meeting involved various con-
tracts for goods and services. Also, a
request was made to the state for permis-
sion to submit the authority’s budget late.
The so-called Passaic River litigation,
whereby a number of sewerage authori-
ties are involved in a NJDEP suit against
Occidental Chemical Corp, was also ref-
erenced. Thus far, the various authorities
have been unsuccessful in their attempts
to be severed from the suit.

On another matter, Rahway has
named Randall Hering as its new RVSA
commissioner, replacing Paul Sefranka.

WALKING TOUR...Westfield Democratic candidate for Fourth Ward council-
man, Greg Romer, center, talks with Pat and Bill O’Connor on Shadowlawn
Drive during his walking tour of the ward. WF BOE Appoints New

Assistant Superintendent
By KIMBERLY A. BROADWELL

Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD – The Westfield Board
of Education on October 18 unanimously
appointed Paul Pineiro as the new assis-
tant superintendent of curriculum, in-
struction and programs. Mr. Pineiro has
filled the position after it was announced
that Anita O’Neal had retired.

It was announced by Board President
Julia Walker that Mr. Pineiro will super-
vise the coordinators of the district’s
Gifted and Talented Program as well as
oversee supervisors in mathematics, lan-
guage arts, social studies, science, fine
arts, world languages and Early Lan-
guage Learning (ELL). His position will
be effective as of December 19, 2011.

Since 2006, Mr. Pineiro has been the
director of curriculum for the Metuchen
school district and is also the principal of
Metuchen’s pre-kindergarten and kin-
dergarten school.

According to a BOE news release, Mr.
Pineiro has earned a Master of Arts de-
gree in Education with a concentration in
Administration from St. Peter’s College
in Jersey City and received a Bachelor of
Arts degree in English from Rutgers
University.

Superintendent of Schools Margaret
Dolan noted Mr. Pineiro’s “proven under-
standing of curriculum and instruction”
and his “extensive background with tech-
nology.” She said the nine-member inter-
view team for the position included board
members Ginny Leiz and Rosanne Kurstedt.

In other business, it was announced
that the Special-Education Parents Com-
mittee of the PTC was sponsoring a pro-
gram for all parents in the district called,

“What you need to know about the New
Anti-Bullying NJ Bill of Rights and How
It Affects Our Children,” this past
Wednesday. The presentation included a
discussion concerning the rules, regula-
tions and procedures of the new law and
policy and included a question-and-an-
swer-period.

Also, the Roosevelt Intermediate
School’s Parent Teacher Student Organi-
zation (PTSO) will hold an event called
“Rachel’s Challenge” on Tuesday, No-
vember 1, from 7 to 8 p.m. for students in
6th grade and higher and their parents.
According to the announcement, the pre-
sentation is inspired by the first victim of
the Columbine High School, Littleton,
Colo., tragedy, Rachel Joy Scott. The
multi-media presentation is brought to
schools and communities across the na-
tion and will be led by a national guest
speaker. There is no attendance fee.

The board passed a resolution by a 6-
3 vote to bring board of education meet-
ings to the public via an “on-demand”
button from the district’s website. Board
member Mitchell Slater initiated the reso-
lution.

Ms. Walker brought her own resolu-
tion before the board, seeking the public’s
input on the prospect of the on-demand
availability; her resolution was rejected
by a 5-4 vote.

CAMPAIGN FUNDRAISER...Westfield Councilman Mark LoGrippo, left,
thanks supporters at a campaign fundraiser held on Tudor Oval on October 19.
Also pictured, from left to right, are: Mayor Andy Skibitsky, host Oliver Kirna
and Councilman James Foerst.

Council Candidate Van Epp Calls
For Greening of Westfield

Hundreds of towns in New Jersey and
thousands around the world are striving
to become more sustainable: to achieve
economic, social and environmental
sustainability. This will not only benefit
ourselves here and now with cleaner air,
water and land and money-saving en-
ergy conservation, but also pave the way
for your children and grandchildren to
enjoy lives as healthy, happy and pro-
ductive and as our own. Below I propose
a simple, seven-step approach to getting
Westfield well on the road to
sustainability:

Start with a Westfield Green Vision
Session: Hold a facilitated green vision-
ing session to get the community’s input
on where it wants to be, “green-wise,” in
five years, 10 years, 30 years…and get
input on how to get there; use the Sustain-
able Jersey (www.sustainablejersey.com)
list of measures as checklists for initial
ideas, but get specific to Westfield and
think “out of the box.”

Hold a Westfield Green Fair: Extend
the current practice of a Green Team
table at our fall and spring festivals to an
annual event dedicated to greening the
community; advertise the Green Vision
and Green Team at the Green Fair and
solicit involvement from the public.

Prepare a Sustainability Element to the
Westfield Master Plan: Follow the Sus-
tainable Jersey guidelines in preparing a
new element of the Master Plan that
addresses green buildings and other
sustainability measures; this plan ele-
ment will serve as the embryo for inte-
grating sustainability into all elements of
the Master Plan the next time it is up-
dated.

Apply for Sustainable Jersey Certifi-
cation for Westfield:  New Jersey Monthly
Magazine is not the only arbiter of com-

munity excellence and desirability; their
criteria rely on property value, property
tax, and crime and education criteria, but
our Green Vision will establish a set of
sustainability objectives and criteria by
which to judge progress in meeting those
objectives.

Leverage the Green Team to the Entire
Westfield Community: Establish more
committees of the Green Team along
topical initiatives and reach out and in-
volve residents and businesses in that
work; let the community lead and take
the credit!

Move Town Government to Set the
Example: Conduct energy-efficiency
and sustainability audits of all munici-
pal buildings and the municipal vehicle
fleet; then implement energy-efficiency
and renewable-energy systems to save
taxpayer money as well as conserve
energy.

Implement the Westfield Green Vi-
sion: This can include, for example:

Greening Downtown Westfield –
Work with the Downtown Westfield
Corporation to define and carry out green
projects in our downtown including, for
example, green roofs and walls, solar
roofs, and an enhanced “buy local” cam-
paign.

Greening Westfield’s Transport Sys-
tem – Reduce traffic – and thus parking
needs – by supporting alternative ways of
getting to the train station, bus stops,
schools, and downtown shops, e.g. on
foot, on bikes, on buses.

Starting a Residential Organic Garden-
ing Program – Promote and facilitate local
produce cooperatives, backyard wildlife
habitats, and bird and butterfly gardens.

Tim Van Epp, DEM
Westfield Council Candidate

David Haas, Councilman

Rahway River Park
Sees Improvements

CRANFORD – New surfacing and a
backboard for the basketball court, weed
clearing in Munsee Pond, and restoration
of a small pedestrian bridge are all in
store for a section of Union County’s
Rahway River Parkway in Cranford, on
the east of the Garden State Parkway.

The improvements include clearing a
heavy growth of aquatic weeds and under-
growth from Munsee Pond with a hydro-
raking machine. This work is fully funded
through the Union County Open Space,
Recreation and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund, under a $25,725 contract with
Aquatic Analysts of Middleville, N.J.
Work on the pond  is expected to be
finished before the end of October.  A
small bridge over a creek was damaged
during Hurricane Irene, and repair work
will start within the next two weeks.

Overpass Closed in SP
SCOTCH PLAINS — The Park Av-

enue overpass was closed for milling and
paving on Tuesday and Wednesday, Oc-
tober 25 and 26, between 9 a.m. and 5
p.m. Traffic delays were expected.


