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Pumpkin Carving, Costume
Contests on Tap at Williams
WESTFIELD – Williams Nursery

in Westfield, N.J. is sponsoring an
Invitational Pumpkin Carving Con-
test of local artists at their location
near the east end of Echo Lake Park.
All of the contestants are local artists
with backgrounds in different media,
including blown sugar and sand
sculpting; wood carving, and minia-
ture clay modeling. You can watch
the artists carve their pumpkin cre-
ations on Saturday, October 29, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. as part of the Will-
iams Nursery Halloween weekend
events. The pumpkins will be lit and
displayed at the Williams Nursery
table on Tuesday, November 1, at the
Union County Pumpkin Sail at Echo

Lake Park.
At 2 p.m. is Williams Nursery’s

19th annual costume contest. The
costume contest will be judged at 2
p.m., followed by the pumpkin carv-
ing judging at 2:30 p.m.

The costume contest is open to
everyone and will have three age
categories:

•5 years and under, 6-12 years, and
adults (age disclosure not required).

•Prizes will be awarded for First,
Second and Third Place.

•First prize is a $50 Gift Card,
Second prize is a $25 Gift Card, and
third is a $10 Gift Card.
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Pumpkin Carving,
Costume Contest

Two of last year’s costume entries

ONE THOUSAND SIGNATURES...Andis Kalnins, left, and Lisa Adubato Nesi,
Cranford GOP council candidates, present a petition with 1,000 signatures from
residents to Senator Tom Kean, Jr.  The petition opposes over-development in the
town forced by COAH litigation. Mr. Kean, who is the Senate Minority Leader,
said, “Virtually everyone agrees that New Jersey’s affordable-housing system is
broken.”

Cranford Birchwood Petition to Stop
Over-Development, Flooding

CRANFORD — Andis Kalnins and
Lisa Adubato Nesi, Republican candi-
dates for Cranford Township Commit-
tee, gathered close to 1,000 signatures
on a petition addressing the detrimen-
tal effects of builder’s remedy lawsuits
on towns like Cranford. During a tour
of the Birchwood site and the surround-
ing areas, Mr. Kalnins and Ms. Adubato
Nesi presented the petition to Senator
Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21, Westfield). The
candidates are asking the State Legis-
lature to put an end to the court’s ability
to determine where, and how many,
affordable housing units can be built in
a municipality. Two separate develop-
ers have sued the Township of Cranford
on the premise of helping the town
meet its affordable housing obligation.

“Due to a failure of the 2005 Town-
ship Committee to apply for certifica-
tion under the Council on Affordable
Housing mandate, the court was able to
impose an arbitrary, punitive judgment
to satisfy COAH requirements,” the
candidates said. The petition seeks to
end the subjective assignment of num-
bers of affordable housing units by the
state, and give towns greater protection
against builder’s remedy lawsuits. Mr.
Kalnins and Ms. Adubato Nesi also are
asking that the law be changed to allow
consideration of the project’s impact
on overall municipal services, schools
and environmental concerns such as
flooding. During their campaign for
Cranford Township Committee, Mr.
Kalnins and Ms. Adubato Nesi have
brought their petition door-to-door and
garnered support from many residents.

“This is clearly not the right place to
put a development of this size and
density,” said Mr. Kalnins. “The schools
are already at capacity and there are no

plans for infrastructure improvement
to support the increase in population
and traffic.”

“There was inadequate consideration
of the environmental issues of the prop-
erty in the judgment,” added Ms.
Adubato Nesi. “This property floods
on a regular basis.”

Tombstone Epitaph
“A Business That Didn’t Advertise Because They Couldn’t Afford It”
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River Flooding Panel

Terrill Middle School; November
21 at Park Middle School and No-
vember 28 at Coles Elementary
School.

Prior to the meeting, the BOE
held a reception to honor 26 newly
tenured teachers. The teachers be-
ing honored were: Louisa Ruela
and Lee Steeger of Brunner School;
Mina Hachey, Shannon Johnston
and Tracy Schottanes of Coles
School; Betty Kazanecki of Ever-
green School; Kathleen Fritz and
Kerri Gollnick of McGinn School;
Sarah Bennett and Torrie
Kochanowicz of School One; Jamie
Aitkens, Ann Barcellona, Katherine
Cass, Geraldine MacDonnell, Jen-
nifer Ryan and Jennifer Slavin of
Park Middle School; Sarah Odim,
Denise Palozzola, Benjamin Rogers
and Serafina Scalfaro of Terrill
Middle School; Elizabeth Coleman,
Marie Concepcion, Kenneth
Ellsworth, Dawn Kanaszka, Timo-
thy Ryan and Dorothy Orme of
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School, and administrator Michael
Kneller.
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SP BOE

people. You cannot just change the
rules and not acknowledge it.”

Mr. Glover said he thought the
mayor was condescending, rude and
patronizing to Ilse Heinemeyer, the
citizen who spoke about shared ser-
vices at the meeting. “Thoughts that
were going through my head were ‘this
is not how we should behave.’”

Discussions have become heated
at recent council meetings regard-
ing the sale of the Shackamaxon
Golf Club and possible development
of the site for homes, and shared
services causing division within the
council as well as residents.

“It was an abuse of power and
privilege,” Mr. Glover stated. “It is
too small a community – and two
very important subjects – and I should
have been afforded the right to speak.
I was wrongfully denied.”

Mayor Malool stated that rules of
order were voted on in January but
have not necessarily been implemented
at the meetings. She stated that prior to
the next council meeting, Mr. Lehrer
would hold a workshop to go over the
rules with council members.

“We implemented new ideas [in the
rules] that are rarely enforced. When
we have a lot of people [residents] we
try to enforce the rules,” she said. “The

meeting flows better, and there is a
balance…when there is balance, ev-
eryone has the right to talk and be
heard.”

“Power corrupts,” Mr. Glover said.
“If it doesn’t corrupt, it can certainly
be misguided.” Although he was not
at liberty to talk about what tran-
spired in executive session, he did
state that he expressed his concern
over the mayor’s behavior. “This one
was pushed too far,” he said. He stated
that at the beginning of the meeting,
in his invocation, he said, “Our best
ideas come from when we work to-
gether. Although we don’t always
agree, we don’t have to disagree.”

Mr. Glover said that Mayor Malool
“most likely thought I was going to
say something she did not like. She
thought it might be controversial to
her.” He continued that when a citizen
has a concern, it is the council’s duty
to listen to those concerns.

“It wasn’t a personal attack,” Mayor
Malool said. “I was trying to get the
meeting to flow. People want us to
govern without superfluous comments
over and over. He (Mr. Glover) took
the brunt of it because he does the
majority of the talking. I hope we can
still have a friendly relationship out-
side of here (council chambers).”
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Malool, Glover ControversyBerman Pleads Guilty, AG
Recommends Probation

TRENTON – Suspended Westfield
School Business Administrator and Board
Secretary Robert Berman, 55, of South
Plainfield pleaded guilty Monday before
state Superior Court Judge Joseph Donohue
in Union County to an accusation charging
him with conspiracy to make false repre-
sentations for a government contract.

Mr. Berman was suspended from his
positions as business administrator and
board secretary for the Westfield school
district after he was charged as part of a bid-
rigging scheme announced by the Attorney
General’s Office in March.

Under the plea agreement, the state will
recommend that Mr. Berman be sentenced
to a term of probation. He must pay a
$13,000 penalty, representing the value of
the windows and labor he received at his
home from the contractor, into the state’s
Anti-Trust Revolving Fund for anti-trust
enforcement efforts.

Mr. Berman must forfeit his positions
with the school district and will be perma-
nently barred from public employment in
New Jersey. He also must cooperate fully in
the state’s ongoing investigation and pros-
ecution, according to the Attorney General’s
Office.

Mr. Berman remains on unpaid leave
from the Westfield Board of Education
(BOE) while Interim Business Administra-
tor Vincent Yaniro is paid $650 per day.

Superintendent Margaret Dolan released
the following statement regarding Mr.
Berman’s guilty plea.

In pleading guilty, Mr. Berman admitted
that he accepted roughly $13,000 worth of
window glass and doors installed at his
home by Metropolitan Metal Window

Company from 2004 to 2008. He further
admitted that, as business administrator, he
issued written recommendations that the
Westfield BOE appoint Metropolitan as
the district’s “contractor of record.”

Judge Donohue has scheduled sentenc-
ing for Mr. Berman for Friday, January 27,
2012.

Mr. Berman was charged in March as a
result of an investigation by the Division of
Criminal Justice Corruption Bureau, which
also led to charges against a school district
engineer and three contractors. The engi-
neer, Kenneth Disko, 48, of Mountainside,
pleaded guilty on October 12 to taking
$80,000 in kickbacks from 2001 to 2010 on
contracts he recommended that involved
rigged bids and fraudulently inflated costs,
which included the Westfield and Scotch
Plains-Fanwood school districts.

The state will recommend that Mr. Disko
be sentenced to three to five years in prison,
pay a penalty of at least $50,000, and be
barred from public contracts in New Jersey
for 10 years.

According to the Attorney General’s
Office, he admitted that he knowingly pre-
pared fraudulent quotes and estimates in
connection with school district contracts,
and directed contractors to inflate quotes
and estimates.

Also charged were John Sangiuliano,
57, of Scotch Plains, co-owner of Metro-
politan Metal Window Company; Martin
W. Starr, 45, of Cliffwood Beach, owner of
Starr Contracting, and Stephen M.
Gallagher, 50, of Cliffwood Beach, owner
of East Commercial Construction and Tara
Construction.The charges against the three
contractors are pending.
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Fanwood DEMS the audience.
“Is there any question about whether

federal spending is justified to mitigate
flooding that affects multiple thousands
of people in a very crowded area in the
single most crowded state in the United
States?” asked David Emma of
Millburn during the citizens’ input por-
tion of the meeting.

“We have to show whatever solu-
tion is proposed that is has a ben-
efit-to-cost ratio that is greater than
one,” Ms. McDonald replied.

Mayor Aschenbach said, “Our
probability of loss has to be high,”
in order to receive the federal fund-
ing from the Army Corps because
Cranford and other towns are com-
peting nationwide for funding.

As a cost-saving measure, Pro-
fessor Jennifer Ebert of Union
County College had offered the help
of her staff and students from the
engineering department, regarding
which Mayor Aschenbach said he
would be in touch.

Gregory Sgroi, an engineer for
Cranford from 1973 to 1984 who
was instrumental in flood mitiga-
tion, including the pump station,
had stated to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in a separate inter-
view that the Army Corps has his-
torically been “deliberate and slow”
in its process.

As Mr. Aschenbach pointed out,
“This (severe flooding) can happen
again soon. We need to find ways to
mitigate as much as we can.”

During Mr. Sgroi’s time as engi-
neer, a similar mayors’ flood com-
mittee never took action on its meet-
ings because of its “inability to make
decisions,” Mr. Sgroi told The Times.

Ed Trush, a member of Cranford’s
flood advisory committee, said
about that same committee during
the citizens’ input portion of the
meeting, “It was a failed project.
That commission never filed a re-
port. It’s not sour grapes – it’s a
touch of realism.”

“Maybe in combination we can
reduce the risk to a practical num-
ber of people,” said Mr. Coakley in
the beginning of his presentation.

Millburn flooded even after build-
ing a retaining wall after Floyd.
Deputy Mayor of Millburn Robert
Tillotson said, “I hope that some-
thing good does come of all of this.”

Union Township Mayor Joe
Florio said the South Mountain Res-
ervation in West Orange is where
“the main controls should be,” as
well as “downstream the bridges
need to be fixed.”

Regarding the Morris Avenue
bridge, in the 1990s a study was
done of its historical nature, Mr.
Emma said, and “there were no his-
torical objections at all. The project
was abandoned. Someone dropped
the ball on that. That needs to be an
aggressive issue. That is a ground
zero right in the middle of Union
and Essex counties, exactly where
the two branches of the Rahway
River meet, and flows downstream
from there.”

“We think if those dams upstream
in the reservation are raised with
some gates, we think the water can
be controlled much better up there
before it even gets down there where
the rivers meet,” Mayor Florio said.

Some thoughts have been to raise
the dikes in Cranford, but accord-
ing to Mr. Sgroi, even if they were
raised three feet higher it would
help with a 50-year storm, but “it’s
doubtful to handle Floyd and not
practical to handle Irene.”

“There is no one cure,” Cranford
Township Engineer Rick Marsden
said. “In the South Mountain Res-
ervation, it’s not going to cure the
whole regional flood problem.”

“Some may not be cost effective
individually, but combined with
other methods of stormwater man-
agement, it may be an effective
means for a positive outcome for
that whole area, giving protection
to not only Cranford but upstream
and downstream. This is the right
forum, in my opinion, to move for-
ward with that.”

Have a safe Halloween!Have a safe Halloween!Have a safe Halloween!Have a safe Halloween!Have a safe Halloween!

to swallow two years in a row,” Mayor
Mahr said, noting this year’s municipal
tax increase in Fanwood averaged $9
over last year.

“It comes down to leadership on
the local level,” she said. “How are
you going to reinvent what you do;
how do you provide the core services
to your citizens, who demand a cer-
tain level, knowing that your hands
are getting tied?”

“And that’s why, to me, this elec-
tion is so important, because it is
[about] the leadership of the town
for the next four years, and people
deserve to have a very clear path of
progress that we’re going to shoot
for, but also to look to the past,”
Mayor Mahr said.

The candidates also were asked
about the efforts of Courage to Con-
nect New Jersey, a group that seeks the
merger of Scotch Plains and Fanwood
by placing a referendum on the 2012
election ballot.

Mr. Huegel said the question
would have to be placed on both
communities’ ballots first, and then,
voters in both towns would have to
approve the referendum; otherwise,
a merger would not take place. He
said the state has never seen a suc-
cessful merger of towns to date.

“We decided that the best course
to pursue is shared services, because
it is something that the two govern-
ing bodies…can come together,
meet, discuss” and make a decision
on, Mr. Huegel said.

“We’re not advocating consolida-
tion,” Mayor Mahr added. “Every-
thing is about taxes. When we’re out
walking the streets, if it can save
them money, they’re (residents) for
it; if it costs them money, they don’t
want to hear it.”

She said Courage to Connect New
Jersey’s referendum proposal advocates
for a merger study, which would take
years. “We’re not interested in studies,”
the mayor said. “We’re interested in
action; we’re interested in tax relief,

keeping our seniors here, improving
our services.”

Mr. Boris said the goal is to provide
tax relief, and he feels consolidating
the Fanwood and Scotch Plains police
forces, municipal courts and construc-
tion departments would save money.
“It’s an immediate line item that’s off
our budget,” he said, noting a study to
merge the towns would take five years
to accomplish.

On the municipal budget, the mayor
said she feels Fanwood is a “very
lean, efficient, small government,”
where employees “wear many hats”
and have “many roles.”

Mayor Mahr, in touting her and
her fellow Democrats’ successes,
said the borough’s downtown rede-
velopment efforts have brought in
an additional $9 million in ratables.
She said the borough will be in-
cluded as a case study in the “Rede-
velopment Handbook: A Guide to
Rebuilding New Jersey’s Commu-
nities,” published by the New Jer-
sey Department of Community Af-
fairs.

In addition, she said there are now
“over 100 members in our business
community, the largest it’s been prob-
ably ever.”

Looking at the downtown efforts,
the dispatch agreement, etc., Mr.
Huegel stated that, “It’s about control-
ling our destiny in the face of what is
happening down in Trenton.”

In terms of funding for rehabilita-
tion of a caboose that is being con-
verted to a museum in the borough,
Mr. Boris said of comments made to
The Times by their Republican oppo-
nents, “It is a matter of finding answers,
not pointing fingers.”

Mr. Huegel said no taxpayer dol-
lars have been spent on the caboose.
Mayor Mahr added that bids to re-
furbish the caboose came in higher
than budgeted and were rejected by
the borough. When completed, the
caboose will be located next to the
historic Fanwood Train Station.


