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ON YOUR MARK…Runners dart across the starting line at the Fanwood 5K and
Family Fun Run held Sunday to benefit the Fanwood Recreation Department.

SP Mayor Malool Defends
Actions After Silencing Glover

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — At the
Scotch Plains Township Council
meeting on October 17, Mayor Nancy
Malool silenced Councilman Kevin
Glover when he attempted to address
the governing body and then the pub-
lic. The meeting was abruptly ad-
journed, and the council called for an
executive session.

“I was disappointed in the fact that
as a council person, I should have
been given an opportunity to make a
comment. I was denied,” Council-
man Glover told The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times.

“The thing I struggle with is balance
between monopolizing the meeting and
breaking the rules,” Mayor Malool re-
sponded. “I had closed the public dis-
cussion.” Mayor Malool stated that
earlier in the meeting, she called Deputy
Mayor Mary DePaola out of order for
commenting on the fact that Mr. Glover
was monopolizing the meeting.

“I try to keep the meeting flowing.
I don’t want to shut anyone down, but
grandstanding and monopolizing,
especially when it is repetitive and
redundant, is the last thing I want at
the meeting,” Mayor Malool said.

According to Councilman Glover,
Mayor Malool stated at the begin-

ning of the meeting that citizens would
have a three-minute time limit for
comments made at the microphone.
Mr. Glover stated that the agenda
included three major items, the first
being parking restrictions on Home-
stead Terrace. Mr. Glover stated that
residents were held to the three-
minute limit. As the meeting contin-
ued, Mr. Glover said he felt the mayor
was allocating different time allow-
ances to individuals depending on
the topic they were addressing.

The second agenda item was a busi-
ness matter related to an individual
from Brooklyn who was opening up
a jewelry resale shop and was ad-
dressing the governing body on town-
ship restrictions related to his busi-
ness. Mr. Glover said Mayor Malool
allotted the individual approximately
20 minutes at the microphone.

The third agenda item was special
committee updates, at which time
Mayor Malool discussed in detail
the township’s shared-services plan.
After she concluded her speech, a
resident addressed the council and
was allotted a three-minute time
frame in which to speak. “She wasn’t
awarded an opportunity to voice her
concern,” Mr. Glover said.

Mr. Glover stated that he then asked
for the floor and was told by Mayor
Malool that his request was denied.
Mr. Glover then stated that he would
address the council as a citizen. Coun-
cilman William “Bo” Vastine simul-
taneously moved to go into executive
session. Councilwoman DePaola and
Mayor Malool seconded the motion,
and the meeting was adjourned.

Mayor Malool said she contacted
Township Attorney Jeffrey Lehrer the
following day to discuss the incident,
and he stated that Mr. Glover could
not act as a member of the governing
body and a member of the public in
the same meeting.

“I was upset by her arrogance. I
was shut down,” Mr. Glover said.
“Maybe she was afraid I would say
something she didn’t like.” Council-
man Glover stated that he was well
within his rights according to Robert’s
Rules of Order. “She [Mayor Malool]
had different rules for different

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
SPOOKTACULAR…This house in Fanwood is decorated to the max for Halloween and is sure to be a fright when area
trick-or-treaters make the rounds next Monday.

Rob Connelly for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
GARWOOD GOP…Republican candidates for Garwood Council Carol Kearney
and Steven Blaufeder meet with Leader assignment editor Paul Peyton, left, on
Monday to introduce themselves and talk about their plans for the future of
Garwood. Go to page 20 to see the full interview.
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Brunner Parents Concerned
Over Safety at Drop-Off Zones
By DELL SIMEONE

Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — Parents
from Brunner School expressed to
the board of education last Thurs-
day their concerns regarding safety
when dropping off and picking up
students at the school on Westfield
Road.

Board Secretary Anthony Del
Sordi said the short semicircle in
front of the school does not leave
enough room for parents dropping
children off nor does it offer an exit
onto Cedarbrook Avenue.

 “We did do a traffic study (of the
area), and through shared services
will meet with Scotch Plains and
Fanwood to solve the problem,” Mr.
DelSordi said. Parents urged board
members to visit the site themselves
to see the safety hazards.

In other business, Jane Costello
of the Educational Enrichment

Foundation, a non-profit organiza-
tion made up of people from the
Scotch Plains-Fanwood communi-
ties, presented a check to Superin-
tendent of Schools Margaret Hayes
for $5,500.

Mr. Del Sordi asked the board to
authorize a transfer of capital re-
serve funds in the amount of
$500,000 to the general operating
account to be used for HVAC at the
high school. He also asked the board
to authorize the utilization of ex-
cess extraordinary aid funds of
$369,704 for the district’s telephone
system, high school lockers, band
uniforms and the high school’s
HVAC project.

Joan Mast, assistant superinten-
dent of schools, gave an audio-
visual presentation showing the re-
sults of the state assessment tests
(NJASK). She told the audience to
keep in mind that when making
year-to-year comparisons that the
cut lines, or criteria, set by the
state have changed. “So often,
when there appears to be a decline
in progress, it is due to a higher cut
line used in the assessment,” she
said.

“We cannot compare our results
from one year to the next without
comparing to the greater popula-
tion of students in New Jersey and
in similar schools in the District

Factor Group (DFG),” Ms. Mast
said.

The DFGs represent an approxi-
mate measure of a community’s
relative socio-economic status
(SES). The variables used for these
groupings are: 1, Percentage of
adults with no high school diploma;
2, percentage of adults with some
college education; 3, occupational
status; 4, unemployment rate; 5,
percentage of individuals in pov-
erty, and 6, median family income.

The Scotch Plains-Fanwood
school district is DFG I, as is Sum-
mit, Warren Township and
Watchung Boro. Ms. Mast told the
audience that No Child Left Behind
(NCLB) criteria is being re-evalu-
ated and that year-to-year test scores
do not fluctuate very much in light
of the new criteria. She said the
district’s goal is to focus on closing
any gaps that may exist, especially
in language arts and mathematics,
by setting quarterly benchmarks for
progress to be assessed by teachers
and administrators.

The meeting concluded with Ms.
Hayes urging parents to attend the
Anti-Bullying Bill of Rights Par-
ent/Guardian Information Sessions
to be given on Monday nights, from
6:30 to 8 p.m., on November 7 at
Evergreen School; November 14 at

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Area Mayors to Create Panel
To Address River Flooding

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD – Since the aftermath
of Hurricane Irene, Cranford, Union,
Millburn and Springfield are banding
together by forming the Mayors’
Council on Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control, headed by each
municipality’s mayor and engineer,
to discuss ideas for controlling
Rahway River’s floodwaters.

Cranford Mayor Dan Aschenbach
said that the council will focus on
regional floodwater storage projects,
other regional flood-control im-
provements and model municipal or-
dinances to improve drainage prac-
tices. Also, a regional damage as-
sessment from Irene will be done.
The first meeting is scheduled for
November and will be hosted by
Millburn Mayor Sandra Haimoff.

The panel includes Mayor
Haimoff, Union Mayor Joe Florio,
Springfield Mayor Hugh Keffer,
Winfield Mayor Margaret McManus,
Mayor Aschenbach, Kenilworth
Mayor Kathi Fiamingo and Rahway
Mayor Richard Proctor.

The formation of the organization
was agreed to at the Regional Confer-
ence on the Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control and Environment held
October 21 at Union County College in
Cranford.

“No one I know has in-the-box solu-
tions to this problem,” said Leo Coakley
of Hatch Mott MacDonald, a Millburn-
based engineering firm, at Friday night’s
mayors’ roundtable held at Union

County College.
By proving there is a regional flood-

ing issue, the municipalities anticipate
it would help to get funding assistance
from federal and state governments,
which without is too costly for each
municipality to take on alone.

“We are going to do our best...but
money is going to be an issue. But I
think you have to try to make the
effort…come up with a plan that is
regional and see what happens after
that. After that it’s going to be a money
issue,” said Ed O’Malley, finance com-
missioner for the Cranford Township
Committee, during the citizens’ input
part of the meeting.

The Army Corps of Engineers has
been studying the Lenape Basin, but
the main message of Jodi McDonald,
chief of flood risk management for the
Army Corps of Engineers, was that the
funding is not there. “Over the course
of eight years, funding has been very
slow in coming. We’re using funds
from last year to continue work. We
have to justify federal monies,” she told
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FW Candidate Forum
The candidates for Fanwood

Mayor and Borough Council will
square off in a candidates’ forum
tonight at 7 p.m. inside the Council
Chambers of Borough Hall. The
public is invited. The forum will be
broadcast live on Comcast Chan-
nel 35 and is sponsored by The
Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Suzette F. Stalker for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
BREAKFAST MEETING...Members  of the Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
Community Advisory Board gather for breakfast on October 21 at Turning Point
in Westfield to discuss community needs.

FW DEMS Tout Successes
Including Redevelopment

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

FANWOOD – Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr and her running-mates,
Councilman Russell Huegel and Plan-
ning Board Chairman Kevin Boris,
discussed their views on issues ranging
from borough taxes to shared services
and downtown redevelopment, during
a video interview last Wednesday with
The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

Significant time was spent discuss-
ing Fanwood’s shared-services agree-
ment with Union County for 9-1-1
emergency dispatch services, which
has lasted 18 months. Scotch Plains
Mayor Nancy Malool has asked neigh-
boring Fanwood to end its agreement
with the county and instead form a joint
venture with Scotch Plains as part of an
overall merged police department.

Mayor Mahr said discussion of a
joint Fanwood-Scotch Plains Police
Department “has been ongoing for the
last year” but that the pilot program
with the county has “saved us a tremen-
dous amount of money.”

She said it was her understanding
that Scotch Plains has had discussions
with the county to join its dispatch

service, which is being expanded to
other towns, but that the township “is
choosing not to pursue” that venture at
this time.

Mayor Mahr said that she will “never
lose site of the fact that we should
seriously look” at a merged Scotch
Plains-Fanwood police department. She
said it would save taxpayers money,
“and we will be just as safe as we are
today.” She said the structure and fund-
ing of the combined department are the
main issues that remain to be discussed.

Mr. Huegel said in his opinion, “it is
full steam ahead” on the issue of merg-
ing the two police departments. “I am
committed to continuing the discus-
sion with Scotch Plains and finding a
way to do this any way we can,” he said.

Speaking of the new 2-percent cap
on spending, Mayor Mahr said, “When
you have a Governor who has slashed
state aid to municipalities and to boards
of education, there’s going to be rami-
fications to that.”

“We have seen significant tax in-
creases on the board of education two
years ago when the average increase
was well over $450. So that was terrible


