
Page 12 Thursday, October 27, 2011 The Westfield Leader and The Scotch Plains – Fanwood TIMES                        A Watchung Communications, Inc. Publication

Westfield Leader only

Political Advertising Services for 2011 Election Candidates
Let us help you enhance your campaign strategy • 908-232-4407 • sales@goleader.com • Details online: goleader.com/campaigns

Mayor Aschenbach said, “Our
probability of loss has to be high,”
in order to receive the federal fund-
ing from the Army Corps because
Cranford and other towns are com-
peting nationwide for funding.

As a cost-saving measure, Pro-
fessor Jennifer Ebert of Union
County College had offered the help
of her staff and students from the
engineering department, regarding
which Mayor Aschenbach said he
would be in touch.

Gregory Sgroi, an engineer for
Cranford from 1973 to 1984 who
was instrumental in flood mitiga-
tion, including the pump station,
had stated to The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times in a separate inter-
view that the Army Corps has his-
torically been “deliberate and slow”
in its process.

As Mr. Aschenbach pointed out,
“This (severe flooding) can happen
again soon. We need to find ways to
mitigate as much as we can.”

During Mr. Sgroi’s time as engi-
neer, a similar mayors’ flood commit-
tee never took action on its meetings
because of its “inability to make deci-
sions,” Mr. Sgroi told The Times.

Ed Trush, a member of Cranford’s
flood advisory committee, said about
that same committee during the citi-
zens’ input portion of the meeting, “It
was a failed project. That commission
never filed a report. It’s not sour grapes
– it’s a touch of realism.”

“Maybe in combination we can re-
duce the risk to a practical number of
people,” said Mr. Coakley in the be-
ginning of his presentation.

Millburn flooded even after build-
ing a retaining wall after Floyd. Deputy
Mayor of Millburn Robert Tillotson
said, “I hope that something good

does come of all of this.”
Union Township Mayor Joe Florio

said the South Mountain Reservation
in West Orange is where “the main
controls should be,” as well as “down-
stream the bridges need to be fixed.”

Regarding the Morris Avenue
bridge, in the 1990s a study was done
of its historical nature, Mr. Emma
said, and “there were no historical
objections at all. The project was aban-
doned. Someone dropped the ball on
that. That needs to be an aggressive
issue. That is a ground zero right in the
middle of Union and Essex counties,
exactly where the two branches of the
Rahway River meet, and flows down-
stream from there.”

“We think if those dams upstream
in the reservation are raised with some
gates, we think the water can be con-
trolled much better up there before it
even gets down there where the rivers
meet,” Mayor Florio said.

Some thoughts have been to raise
the dikes in Cranford, but according
to Mr. Sgroi, even if they were raised
three feet higher it would help with
a 50-year storm, but “it’s doubtful to
handle Floyd and not practical to
handle Irene.”

“There is no one cure,” Cranford
Township Engineer Rick Marsden
said. “In the South Mountain Reser-
vation, it’s not going to cure the
whole regional flood problem.”

“Some may not be cost effective
individually, but combined with
other methods of stormwater man-
agement, it may be an effective
means for a positive outcome for
that whole area, giving protection to
not only Cranford but upstream and
downstream. This is the right forum,
in my opinion, to move forward with
that.”
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River Flooding Panel

council for “digging their heels in” on
the decision.

During a discussion about parking
and traffic issues around the high school,
Mr. Romer called the situation on
Dorian Road a “nightmare” and urged
a renewed effort, in the wake of several
recent studies, to address the situation.
“Everyone is willing to do something
as a community,” he said, “but nothing
has really happened.” Mr. Van Epp said
the Westfield High School parking is-
sue should be looked at in a broader
sense of parking and traffic issues
throughout Westfield, which, he feels,
is burdened by four separate rush hours:
in the morning and evening for work-
ers and in the morning and afternoon
for students.

Mr. Van Epp urged more emphasis
on biking and walking to school; an
effort he said would then require an
increased focus on safety. And he said
one impediment to students riding bi-
cycles to school is the “gigantic back-
packs” students carry that contain heavy
textbooks. He favored working with
the board of education to increase the
use of electronic textbooks. Mr. Sontz
said it was important to include as
many residents who might be impacted
by any new parking regulations around
the high school — not just the “small
subset” of individuals who attend meet-
ings on the matter.

Addressing municipal taxes and ser-
vices, the three Democrats called for
some new approaches including a merg-
ing of the planning and zoning boards,
as Mr. Sontz suggested, noting that the
attorney for the zoning panel receives a
“full-time pension for part-time work.”
And with the town’s bond rating cut
last year, that move means it will “cost
us more to do less.” Mr. Van Epp said
“part of the problem” is that the council’s
budget committee meets behind closed
doors. “More public input might lead
to a different solution,” he said.

The trio of candidates agreed that
pursuing increased shared services is
one way to curtail municipal spending.
Mr. Van Epp called it “the logical thing
to do,” but cautioned that other towns
may not share Westfield’s objectives in
such an arrangement. Mr. Romer said
one potential candidate for a shared
service arrangement is the conserva-
tion center. Mr. Sontz said that in addi-
tion to the conservation center, he fa-
vored looking at shared services in-
volving the police and fire departments,
the municipal court and possibly the
recycling contract.

 Discussing the municipal budget
picture, Mr. Sontz said the current coun-
cil had erred in using too much surplus
funds to balance the municipal budget,
a move he contended led to the cut in
the town’s bond rating. He said the
governing body should “take a longer
look down the road” and come up with
a “sustainable plan” that includes “re-
alistic” revenue projections. Mr. Van
Epp concurred, saying it was impor-
tant to take into account the
community’s needs and goals during
the process.

Asked how the town government
could improve communications with
residents, Mr. Van Epp said he has
heard from voters that the issue isn’t
“taxes, taxes, taxes,” as one Republi-
can councilman stated last week, but
rather, “taxes, services, services.”
People complain about high property
taxes, Mr. Van Epp said, but express a
wish to get a certain level of service.
Instead, he pointed to what he said
were the poor condition of many streets
and roads.

Mr. Van Epp said he has heard from
voters that complaints to municipal
departments are not acknowledged and
urged a policy that any department
receiving a complaint or request to
reply within a set time frame with a
plan to address the concern.

HAPPY HALLOWEEN...The Westfield U12 Rapids took 2nd place in the Spook-
a-Rama tournament this past weekend. Pictured, from left to right, are: Ian
McCabe, Will Walsweer, Coach Eduardo Canabarro, Patrick Mahoney, Michael
Canabarro, Linus Koglin, Sean Biglin, Nick Wojno-Oranski, Jack Pettit, Zack
Edwards, Steven Mezzomo, Kyle Huber, Will Evans, Alex Amaya, Matthew
Canabarro, Jordan Bahram, and Coach Alex Wojno-Oranski.

Cranford Birchwood
Petition to Stop Over-

Development, Flooding
CRANFORD — Andis Kalnins and

Lisa Adubato Nesi, Republican candi-
dates for Cranford Township Committee,
gathered close to 1,000 signatures on a
petition addressing the detrimental effects
of builder’s remedy lawsuits on towns like
Cranford. During a tour of the Birchwood
site and the surrounding areas, Mr. Kalnins
and Ms. Adubato Nesi presented the peti-
tion to Senator Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield). The candidates are asking the
State Legislature to put an end to the
court’s ability to determine where, and
how many, affordable housing units can
be built in a municipality. Two separate
developers have sued the Township of
Cranford on the premise of helping the
town meet its affordable housing obliga-
tion.

“Due to a failure of the 2005 Township
Committee to apply for certification under
the Council on Affordable Housing man-
date, the court was able to impose an
arbitrary, punitive judgment to satisfy
COAH requirements,” the candidates said.
The petition seeks to end the subjective
assignment of numbers of affordable hous-
ing units by the state, and give towns
greater protection against builder’s rem-
edy lawsuits. Mr. Kalnins and Ms. Adubato
Nesi also are asking that the law be changed
to allow consideration of the project’s
impact on overall municipal services,
schools and environmental concerns such
as flooding. During their campaign for
Cranford Township Committee, Mr.
Kalnins and Ms. Adubato Nesi have
brought their petition door-to-door and
garnered support from many residents.

“This is clearly not the right place to put
a development of this size and density,”
said Mr. Kalnins. “The schools are already
at capacity and there are no plans for
infrastructure improvement to support the
increase in population and traffic.”

“There was inadequate consideration
of the environmental issues of the prop-
erty in the judgment,” added Ms. Adubato
Nesi. “This property floods on a regular
basis.”

plete access to the financial records of
the district and has conducted a full
review,” Ms. Dolan said. “We carefully
scrutinize all financial matters and con-
tinue to cooperate with all audits. Our
relationship with the accused vendors
and employee was severed upon the
announcements of the accusations in
March 2011. We are resolute in our
responsibility to our students and our
community.”

In pleading guilty, Mr. Berman ad-
mitted that he accepted roughly $13,000
worth of window glass and doors in-
stalled at his home by Metropolitan
Metal Window Company from 2004 to
2008. He further admitted that, as busi-
ness administrator, he issued written
recommendations that the Westfield
BOE appoint Metropolitan as the
district’s “contractor of record.”Judge
Donohue has scheduled sentencing for
Mr. Berman for Friday, January 27,
2012.

Mr. Berman was charged in March
as a result of an investigation by the
Division of Criminal Justice Corrup-
tion Bureau, which also led to charges
against a school district engineer and
three contractors. The engineer, Ken-
neth Disko, 48, of Mountainside,
pleaded guilty on October 12 to taking

$80,000 in kickbacks from 2001 to
2010 on contracts he recommended
that involved rigged bids and fraudu-
lently inflated costs, which included
the Westfield and Scotch Plains-
Fanwood school districts.

The state will recommend that Mr.
Disko be sentenced to three to five
years in prison, pay a penalty of at least
$50,000, and be barred from public
contracts in New Jersey for 10 years.Mr.
Disko, who is not a state-licensed engi-
neer, was associated with M. Disko &
Associates of Kenilworth, the architect
of record for the Westfield school dis-
trict at the time of the indictment.

According to the Attorney General’s
Office, he admitted that he knowingly
prepared fraudulent quotes and esti-
mates in connection with school dis-
trict contracts, and directed contractors
to inflate quotes and estimates.

Also charged were John Sangiuliano,
57, of Scotch Plains, co-owner of Met-
ropolitan Metal Window Company;
Martin W. Starr, 45, of Cliffwood Beach,
owner of Starr Contracting, and Stephen
M. Gallagher, 50, of Cliffwood Beach,
owner of East Commercial Construc-
tion and Tara Construction.The charges
against the three contractors are pend-
ing.
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Pumpkin Carving, Costume
Contests on Tap at Williams
WESTFIELD – Williams Nursery

in Westfield, N.J. is sponsoring an
Invitational Pumpkin Carving Con-
test of local artists at their location
near the east end of Echo Lake Park.
All of the contestants are local artists
with backgrounds in different media,
including blown sugar and sand
sculpting; wood carving, and minia-
ture clay modeling. You can watch
the artists carve their pumpkin cre-
ations on Saturday, October 29, from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. as part of the Will-
iams Nursery Halloween weekend
events. The pumpkins will be lit and
displayed at the Williams Nursery
table on Tuesday, November 1, at the
Union County Pumpkin Sail at Echo

Lake Park.
At 2 p.m. is Williams Nursery’s

19th annual costume contest. The
costume contest will be judged at 2
p.m., followed by the pumpkin carv-
ing judging at 2:30 p.m.

The costume contest is open to
everyone and will have three age
categories:

•5 years and under, 6-12 years, and
adults (age disclosure not required).

•Prizes will be awarded for First,
Second and Third Place.

•First prize is a $50 Gift Card,
Second prize is a $25 Gift Card, and
third is a $10 Gift Card.

Paid Bulletin Board
goleader.com/express

Pumpkin Carving,
Costume Contest

Two of last year’s costume entries

“A light is better than no light at all,”
he said.

Democrats have made public safety
a campaign issue. Specifically, they
have targeted the fire department’s staff-
ing. Fourth Ward Democratic chal-
lenger Greg Romer called it “unac-
ceptable” that the town’s ladder truck
did not see action during the Ferraro’s
Restaurant fire.

Second Ward Councilwoman
JoAnn Neylan, an unopposed incum-
bent, used her time to address the
“misinformation and fear-mongering.”
On the claim that the town’s ladder
truck sat idly during recent fires at
Ferraro’s and the Hamilton House,
she said, “It is not true that we do not
use the ladder truck. The Ferraro’s fire
was very well contained. That was a
mutual-aid situation if ever there was
one. At the Hamilton House, a life was
saved. We are doing everything ex-
pected to [ensure] public safety. Any
other claims are not true.”

Mr. LoGrippo agreed with Ms.
Neylan. “I would never jeopardize the
safety of our residents,” he said. “[Fire]
Chief [Dan] Kelly said we continue to
have the proper staffing.”

Mr. Kasko said while there is no
safety issue with the police depart-
ment, the Westfield Fire Department
is understaffed.

“The fire department had 40 men;
now it has 32, and there is talk of 30 in
the next six months,” he said. He agreed
with Ms. Neylan’s comments in a re-
cent Leader sit-down video interview
that the department responds in a timely
manner but said, “Our ability to fight
fires has been inadequate.”

In the First Ward, candidates sparred
over taxes. Incumbent Republican
Frank Arena said, “We have to slow
down the county, where we are getting
little in return…There are huge inequi-
ties.”

Mr. Arena said Westfield had be-
come Elizabeth’s “cash cow” and said
all it gets in return is a concert.

Through campaigning, challenger
Timothy Van Epp said he heard more
complaints about “substandard ser-
vices” than overtaxing. He suggested
increasing user fees and leasing food-
service rights at Tamaques Park as rev-
enue-generating ideas.

In the Fourth Ward, incumbent Re-
publican Jim Foerst called the lack of a
high-school-parking solution “one of
[his] biggest disappointments.” He said
the town needs to increase its capacity
and utilize the Armory, thereby reallo-
cating where students park.

He did assure that, “We are meeting
with the BOE and have an open dia-
logue. I’m confident we can find a
solution.”

Democratic challenger Greg Romer
proposed alternate-side street parking
and using Rahway Avenue and Dorian
Road as drop-off zones. Separately,
Mr. Romer stressed that the town “can’t
continue to meet behind closed doors.”

Mr. Foerst told Ms. Barr that her
query on transparency was a “loaded
question.” “The process is transparent.
To say otherwise is political-speak,” he
said.

The forum will be aired on TV36
starting today and on
www.goleader.com starting this week.
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REGIONAL REMARKS...Mayors and engineers from Cranford, Millburn,
Springfield, Union and Winfield Park attend Rahway River Flood Control
conference at Union County College on October 21.

Mr. Gildea then approached the mi-
crophone calling Mr. Kasko’s com-
ments “despicable” and that what he is
doing is “fear mongering” to use the
deceased town employees to scare resi-
dents. He said that Mr. Kasko does not
supply facts at the microphone and
noted that he is no longer a town em-
ployee because he “was found guilty of
lying under oath while he was an em-
ployee (of the police department).”

After the meeting ended, Mr. Gildea
stepped up onto the dais to speak with
council members and Mr. Kasko fol-
lowed him, and the police officer who
was present for the meeting also stepped
onto the dais. While most of the ex-
change could not be heard, it did be-
come heated between the two men,
causing the police officer to escort Mr.
Kasko off the dais and to the back of the
council chambers. (To read more about
Mr. Kasko’s personnel records see
www.goleader.com/11sep22/21.pdf)

In other business, Maria Carluccio
and Adina Enculescu again spoke re-
garding their displeasure regarding the
placement of the Central Avenue pe-
destrian crossing signal in front of Ms.
Enculescu’s home. Mrs. Carluccio said
that “something’s gone on” for the
light to have been moved from the
intersection to mid-block and “we’ll

find out what it is.” Ms. Enculescu said
council members should “help the resi-
dents, not (Mayor) Skibitsky” by mov-
ing the light to the intersection.

“I expect my town council to work
with them to come up with a solution,”
Joan Sanborn told the council regard-
ing the light. “I do not expect nothing to
be done and the issue to be going on
and on and on.”

First Ward Councilman Sam Della
Fera said the light’s placement was
born out of community meetings held
five and six years ago. He added that if
you wait for there to be unanimity
“nothing will get done.” Councilman
Della Fera also admitted to Ms. Sanborn
that if it was placed in front of his
house, “I would probably be up in arms
as well.”

Third Ward Councilman Dave Haas
said there was a “very good” effort to
come up with a community solution
regarding the placement of the light,
but that after those meetings, the place-
ment of the light and other aspects of
the project were changed. He said that
those changes do not mean that the
process was not good.

The council also approved the demo-
litions of homes at 217 Sunset Avenue,
38 Moss Avenue, 312 Prospect Street
and 530 North Chestnut Street.
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ONE THOUSAND SIGNATURES...Andis Kalnins, left, and Lisa Adubato Nesi,
Cranford GOP council candidates, present a petition with 1,000 signatures from
residents to Senator Tom Kean, Jr.  The petition opposes over-development in the
town forced by COAH litigation. Mr. Kean, who is the Senate Minority Leader, said,
“Virtually everyone agrees that New Jersey’s affordable-housing system is broken.”


