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Suzette Stalker for The Westfield Leader
BREAKFAST MEETING...Members  of the Junior League of Elizabeth-Plainfield
Community Advisory Board gathered for breakfast on October 21 at Turning
Point in Westfield to discuss community needs.

Rob Connelly for The Westfield Leader
GARWOOD GOP…Republican candidates for Garwood Council, Carol Kearney
and Steven Blaufeder meet with Leader assignment editor Paul Peyton, left, on
Monday to introduce themselves and talk about their plans for the future of
Garwood. See full story on page 20.

Area Mayors to Create Panel
To Address River Flooding

By CHRISTINA M. HINKE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

CRANFORD – Since the after-
math of Hurricane Irene, Cranford,
Union, Millburn and Springfield are
banding together by forming the
Mayors’ Council on Rahway River
Watershed Flood Control, headed by
each municipality’s mayor and engi-
neer, to discuss ideas for controlling
Rahway River’s floodwaters.

Cranford Mayor Dan Aschenbach
said that the council will focus on
regional floodwater storage projects,
other regional flood-control im-
provements and model municipal
ordinances to improve drainage prac-
tices. Also, a regional damage as-
sessment from Irene will be done.
The first meeting is scheduled for
November and will be hosted by
Millburn Mayor Sandra Haimoff.

The panel includes Mayor
Haimoff, Union Mayor Joe Florio,
Springfield Mayor Hugh Keffer,
Winfield Mayor Margaret
McManus, Mayor Aschenbach,
Kenilworth Mayor Kathi Fiamingo
and Rahway Mayor Richard Proc-
tor.

The formation of the organization
was agreed to at the Regional Confer-
ence on the Rahway River Watershed
Flood Control and Environment held
October 21 at Union County College in
Cranford.

“No one I know has in-the-box solu-
tions to this problem,” said Leo Coakley
of Hatch Mott MacDonald, a Millburn-
based engineering firm, at Friday night’s
mayors’ roundtable held at Union

County College.
By proving there is a regional flood-

ing issue, the municipalities anticipate
it would help to get funding assistance
from federal and state governments,
which without is too costly for each
municipality to take on alone.

“We are going to do our best...but
money is going to be an issue. But I
think you have to try to make the
effort…come up with a plan that is
regional and see what happens after
that. After that it’s going to be a money
issue,” said Ed O’Malley, finance com-
missioner for the Cranford Township
Committee, during the citizens’ input
part of the meeting.

The Army Corps of Engineers has
been studying the Lenape Basin, but
the main message of Jodi McDonald,
chief of flood risk management for the
Army Corps of Engineers, was that the
funding is not there. “Over the course
of eight years, funding has been very
slow in coming. We’re using funds
from last year to continue work. We
have to justify federal monies,” she told
the audience.

“Is there any question about whether
federal spending is justified to mitigate
flooding that affects multiple thousands
of people in a very crowded area in the
single most crowded state in the United
States?” asked David Emma of
Millburn during the citizens’ input por-
tion of the meeting.

“We have to show whatever solu-
tion is proposed that is has a ben-
efit-to-cost ratio that is greater than
one,” Ms. McDonald replied.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Berman Pleads Guilty, AG
Recommends Probation

TRENTON – Suspended Westfield
School Business Administrator and
Board Secretary Robert Berman, 55, of
South Plainfield, pleaded guilty Mon-
day before state Superior Court Judge
Joseph Donohue in Union County to
an accusation charging him with con-
spiracy to make false representations
for a government contract.

Mr. Berman was suspended from his
positions as business administrator and
board secretary for the Westfield school
district after he was charged as part of
a bid-rigging scheme announced by
the Attorney General’s Office in March.

Under the plea agreement, the state
will recommend that Mr. Berman be
sentenced to a term of probation. He
must pay a $13,000 penalty, represent-
ing the value of the windows and labor
he received at his home from the con-
tractor, into the state’s Anti-Trust Re-
volving Fund for anti-trust enforce-

ment efforts.
Mr. Berman must forfeit his posi-

tions with the school district and will be
permanently barred from public em-
ployment in New Jersey. He also must
cooperate fully in the state’s ongoing
investigation and prosecution, accord-
ing to the Attorney General’s Office.

Mr. Berman remains on unpaid leave
from the Westfield Board of Education
(BOE) while Interim Business Admin-
istrator Vincent Yaniro is paid $650 per
day.

Superintendent Margaret Dolan re-
leased the following statement regard-
ing Mr. Berman’s guilty plea.

“We will continue our focus of pro-
viding education to 6,300 students with
the support of 800 staff members in the
Westfield Public Schools. We have co-
operated fully with the state Attorney
General’s Office, which has had com-

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12

Benjamin Corbin for The Westfield Leader
SPOOKTACULAR…A house on Boulevard in Westfield is decorated to the max for Halloween is sure to be a fight when
area trick-or-treaters make the rounds on Monday.

Michael J. Pollack for The Westfield Leader
CANDIDATE FORUM...Westfield Town Council candidates faced off on Mon-
day at a forum hosted by The Westfield Leader. Pictured top, left to right, are:
Councilwoman JoAnn Neylan, Moderator Lauren Barr, Greg Kasko, Matt Sontz
and Councilman Mark LoGrippo. Pictured bottom, left to right, are: Council-
man Frank Arena, Timothy Van Epp, Councilman Jim Foerst and Greg Romer.

WF DEMS: Taxes, Services
Main Concern of Residents

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD — The three Demo-
crats running next month for seats on
the Town Council decried the Repub-
lican-dominated governing body’s
handling of several issues — particu-
larly the controversial pedestrian traf-
fic light on Central Avenue that the
Democrats said was indicative of a
wider communications problem be-
tween the town government and resi-
dents.

In a joint video interview October
27 with The Westfield Leader, Demo-
crats Timothy Van Epp, running for a
seat in the first ward; Matt Sontz,
seeking a seat in the third ward and
Gregory Romer, a candidate in the
fourth ward, all spoke of the need for
more openness in the local govern-
ment and improved communication
with townspeople on issues ranging
from the Central Avenue light to park-
ing problems around the high school
to the crafting of the municipal bud-
get.

Calling the Central Avenue light a
“very significant and important is-

sue,” Mr. Sontz said he favored mov-
ing the light to the corner of Central
Avenue and Clover Street to better
improve pedestrian safety for stu-
dents at Jefferson School. He called it
“unfortunate” that the light was situ-
ated in front of a resident’s home
instead of at the corner. He criticized
the council for having “dug in their
heels” in defending the light’s place-
ment in the face of months of criti-
cism from several neighborhood resi-
dents. “There’s no reason they can’t
admit their mistake” and ask the
county to relocate the light, Mr. Sontz
said.

Mr. Van Epp said this situation
showed the importance of effective
communication between the local
government and “the particular
people who would be impacted” by
such a decision. This failure to com-
municate, he said, has resulted in
“meeting after meeting” being “domi-
nated” by discussions about the light.
Mr. Romer, while saying that having
a light to improve pedestrian safety is
a “great thing,” also criticized the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12
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WF Candidates Spar Over Safety
Claims, Central Ave. Crosswalk

By MICHAEL J. POLLACK
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Monday night’s
Westfield Council forum featured dis-
cussion on topics ranging from the
Central Avenue crosswalk to fire de-
partment staffing, from high school
parking to the county portion of resi-
dents’ tax bills. However, it was a ques-
tion on public works that led to the most
heated exchange, forcing moderator

Lauren Barr to implore candidates to
not attack one another personally.

With no mayor’s race in 2011, the
most contentious battle is in Ward 3,
where Mark LoGrippo, former Coun-
cilman Mark Ciarrocca’s successor, is
fending off two challengers, Democrat
Matthew Sontz and Independent Greg
Kasko.

Mr. Sontz, in responding to a ques-
tion about the Public Works Depart-

ment, noted that the town’s bond rating
from Moody’s had gone down, caus-
ing paving costs to increase.

Mr. LoGrippo fired back that his
opponent was misinformed and that
the town still has a AAA bond rating,
with Standard & Poor’s. In fact, last
year, Moody’s had cut Westfield’s gen-
eral-obligation bond rating by one level,
from Aa2 to Aa1.

“I’m extremely pleased that we have
this [S&P] rating even after the cuts in
state aid and the rise in RVSA’s expen-
diture,” he said. It was at this point, he
said that Mr. Sontz had “failed to say
that he is part of the Union County
Democratic Committee.”

Mr. Sontz responded that the
Moody’s rating had been lowered. He
also accused Mr. LoGrippo’s campaign
signs of being in violation of the law.
He said they do not include paid-for
language and have allegedly been
posted on town property.

“I hope the police will do something
about that,” he said.

Returning to ward-specific issues,
Mr. Kasko said the town should relo-
cate the Central Avenue crosswalk from
its mid-block location to the Central/
Clover Street intersection.

He said in Tucson, Ariz., where the
HAWK signal originated, driver com-
pliance dropped from 97 to 94 percent
when the signal was located mid-block.
The Independent candidate said
“[Former Councilman Mark] Ciarrocca
once said that he was not willing to
make the Central Avenue-crossing situ-
ation 1 percent less safe for children. In
Tucson, it was proven to be 3 percent
less safe when located mid-block.”

Mr. LoGrippo said he has met with
the parties most affected by the cross-
walk and “listened intently.” However,
he said the town had “extensive meet-
ings and review on the crosswalk be-
fore it was implemented.” He said he
will “continue to meet with the profes-
sionals and listen to the experts.”

Mr. Sontz said the light should be
moved and that it should be a red-
yellow-green, pedestrian-activated
light.

However, if discussion ever turned
to eliminating the light altogether, he
would not be in favor of that.

Happy HalloweenHappy HalloweenHappy HalloweenHappy HalloweenHappy Halloween

Candidate Kasko Kindles Quarrel At
Westfield Town Council Meeting

By LAUREN S. BARR
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Independent Third
Ward Council candidate Greg Kasko
and Town Administrator Jim Gildea
continued their discussion after the close
of Tuesday night’s council meeting,
resulting in Mr. Kasko being escorted
from the dais by a Westfield police
officer. Mr. Kasko began his public
comments during the meeting with the
Central Avenue pedestrian signal, tell-
ing the council that following his atten-
dance at a Union County Freeholder
meeting, he is hoping that they come
up with a solution to what Mr. Kasko
says are safety issues with the light.

He then turned his comments to staff-
ing issues at the Westfield Fire Depart-
ment (WFD). Mr. Kasko said that while
the WFD is able to respond to fires in a
timely fashion, their inability to fully
staff the ladder truck prevents them
from adequately fighting fires. Accord-
ing to Mr. Kasko, at a recent fire on

Cumberland Street, the hose could not
be pulled into the house until after the
Plainfield Fire Department arrived 13
minutes after the WFD was on the
scene. He said the town should apply
for grants in order to increase the num-
ber of firefighters on staff.

Mr. Kasko then said that during the
last round of contract negotiations with
the town, the WFD agreed to not to take
a raise and gave up other perks. He
stated that when the contract was nego-

tiated, Jim Pfeiffer and Dan Maglione,
who are now both deceased, were still
WFD employees. Mr. Kasko added
that given that those two employees
were included in the contract, they
should have been replaced. He ended
his comments by stating that he hopes
that firefighters Pfeiffer and Maglione
are not looking down and saying that
Westfield doesn’t have enough
firefighters.
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