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HALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULARHALLOWEEN SPOOKTACULAR

^

Saturday, October 29, 2011 at 7pm   |   The Presbyterian Church in Westfield

This program is made 
possible in part by a 
HEART (History, Education, 
Arts Reaching Thousands) 
GRANT from the Union 
County Board of Chosen 
Freeholders

HALLOWEEN

COSTUME CONTESTS
+KIDS 14 AND UNDER + ADULTS

TOP PRIZE $200
WEAR YOUR COSTUME TO THE CONCERT

JUDGING AT INTERMISSION

Tickets: $25-$75
Students K-12: $12

Call: (908) 232-9400 or go to: 
www.westfieldsymphony.org

THE WESTFIELD FOUNDATIONTHE WESTFIELD FOUNDATION

Visit us on
Facebook

Wheelchair
Accessible

Free pre-concert lecture at 6pm

Funding has been made 
possible in part through 
a grant by the New Jersey 
State Council on the Arts/ 
Department of State, a 
partner agency of the 
National Endowment for 
the Arts.

In Westfield Community Players’ Squabbles,
Generations Collide Living Under One Roof

By SUSAN MYRILL DOUGHERTY
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

WESTFIELD - Family spats and
arguments have been a gold mine for
playwrights of comedy for years.
Aptly named, Marshall Karp’s
comedy Squabbles, now playing at
the Westfield Community Players’
playhouse on North Avenue, is a two-
act comedy that’s relatable for all
ages.

The story revolves around a young
married couple who are paired with
aging parents who can not stand each
other. Throw in the fact that all four of
them — the couple, his mother and
her father—are forced to live under
the same roof and there is tension
galore. Abe Dryfus (Lou Savarese)
has moved in with his jingle-writer
son-in-law Jerry Sloan (Timothy
McGovern) and his lawyer daughter
Alice (Ana Soulios) because he has
developed a heart condition.

Ask him about it, though, and he’ll
swear it is gas, not a heart ailment. He
likes being cantankerous: the feisty
72-year-old widower’s motto is, “An
argument a day keeps the doctor
away.” Alice tries to be patient with

her bigoted, outspoken retired taxi
driver father. But she is irked by his
constantly writing complaint
postcards to companies and his
answering the family telephone with
a country western radio show slogan
in hopes of winning money.

The situation is complicated when
Jerry’s prim mother Mildred (Debbie
Badal) moves into her son’s three-
bedroom house after she inadvertently
burned down her own house. Mildred
Sloan and Abe Dryfus have a
rancorous history. At the wedding of
their children, inexplicably, Mildred
went after Abe with a butcher knife,
(it really was just a cake cutter, she
says), and so Abe now refers to her as
“Mildred the Ripper.”

Since Abe loves to squabble,
Mildred can only get the better of
him when she won’t take the bait to
argue. When there’s no one to bicker
with, he’s a flounder who has lost his
ocean. In Abe’s words, “To live is to
argue; to argue is to live.”

His daughter Alice is about to
become a new mother and is afraid
her father’s sarcasm and fighting will
be a detrimental part of the

atmosphere in which the baby will be
raised. Alice and Jerry get fed up with
Abe’s quarreling and want him, or
Mildred to move into a one-bedroom
apartment that they have rented for
one of them. It seems to be the perfect
solution with one of the bickering
in-laws out of the way.

That proverbial fly in the ointment
requires deciding who will leave
when the baby arrives. Lou
Savarese’s character Abe confesses,
“I was born to squabble.”

Mr. Savarese shows he was born
to be on stage. His performance in A
View from the Bridge last season and
what he does with comedy in this
play proves he’s comfortable
playing both aspects of theater. An
array of small characters fleshes
out the scenes. Odd jobs handyman
Hector Lopez (Ken Webb) with
over-the-top effeminate
mannerisms (like flouncing in
wearing a leopard scarf and
sashaying into the room wearing a
side slung pocket book) weaves

himself in and out of the storyline.
Mr. Webb’s sympathy labor pains

episode bought down the house on
opening night. Card-playing partner
Sol Wasserman (Russ Ortiz) and Mrs.
Fisher (Linda Correll) don’t spend
much time on stage, but make their
presence known. Ms. Correll,
especially, is quite a hoot as a
domineering German nanny who
could have whipped an errant Nazi
into place in a heartbeat.

Director Steve Lemenille has
selected iconic music by the Mamas
and the Papas, the Beatles and other
easily identifiable toe-tapping,
hugely appropriate tunes as filler
between scenes. An impressive set,
constructed and decorated by teams
of crew members, is more beautifully
detailed than normally found on
Community Theater stages and
nicely lit by Jessica Foerst. The
entertaining show is produced by
theater veteran Kay Macrae. The
storyline of Squabbles is pretty
predictable and the road to its finale
is bumpy, but heartwarming.

For more informaiton, or tickets
call (908) 232-1221 or visit
westfieldcommunity players.org.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
INCOMING…Mildred Sloan flings a plush monkey at Abe a feuding in-laws,
while Alice, Abe’s daughter, and Jerry, Millie’s son, try to stop the fray. The
madcap comedy, Squabbles by Marshall Karp, deals with grown children and
their childish parents living under one roof.

Susan M. Dougherty for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SAY CHEESE…The full cast of Squabbles gathers in the last scene where a timer
has been set on the camera and they are to take what Hector, the handyman, calls,
“Just one big happy family picture.” The comedy runs weekends at Westfield
Community Players.

Sonia Owchariw for The Westfield Leader and The Times
RED CARPET MOMENT…Bill Sorvino, Actor/Director of the Golden Door
International Film Festival held this past weekend in Jersey City, is interviewed
by press on the red carpet on opening night.

WF Mother and Daughter
Team Work Film Festival

By SONIA OWCHARIW
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

JERSEY CITY – Westfield mother,
Robin Winter-Bailey, and her daugh-
ter, Emily Bailey, worked four-days
at the inaugural Golden Door Inter-
national Film festival in Jersey City.

The festival, a dream conceived by
actor/director of the film festival, Bill
Sorvino (nephew of Paul Sorvino)
coordinated the  event in Jersey City.
Mr. Sorvino grew up in Jersey City
and wanted to bring the festival to his
hometown where his heart is.

Ms. Winter-Bailey, who was the
volunteer coordinator of the film fes-
tival, has worked as the Au Pair liai-
son for the Sorvino family’s children
for the past 16 years. “Bill asked me
about working at the festival as coor-
dinator and I was so thrilled to be
involved with the festival; I was very
interested,” Ms. Winter-Bailey said.

Hitting the pavement after Labor
Day, Ms. Winter-Bailey stated she
received over 150 emails from vol-
unteers from the Golden Door Inter-
national Film Festival website. “In a
short time, it’s been exhilarating like
being thrown into the fire – sink or
swim,” Ms. Winter-Bailey said.

Emily joined her mother’s efforts
and the mother-duo team worked to-
gether in different capacities. Emily,
a senior at Westfield High School,
with an impressive resume ranging
from local TV 36 in Westfield, direct-
ing, producing, hosting to acting, was
picked as Bill Sorvino’s personal as-
sistant.

“Bill told me to just be at his side
during the whole four-days. I am
excited to be working behind the

scenes, because I’m interested in film-
making. This is giving me valuable
experience for college. The advice
from Bill is to keep shooting every-
thing,” Emily said.

The Westfield team headed into
meetings prior to the grand gala in
Jersey City revising schedules and
preparing press and VIP passes for
lists of guests which included actors,
Paul Sorvino, Leon Gast, HBO So-
pranos actor Federico Castelluccio,
Jersey City Mayor Jerramiah Healey
and a long list of Indie film  directors,
screen writers, producers, actors, and
supporters.

“Robin and Emily are great help-
ing out with other board members to
create an elite festival, not an elitist. I
have been very fortunate and blessed
with the people who came to me
pulling the festival together,” Mr.
Sorvino said.

In addition, there were over 40
entries in this film festival from Best
Feature, Best Director of a Feature,
Best Screenplay, Best Male Lead,
Best Female Lead, Best Supporting
Actor, Best Documentary, Best Short,
Best Director of a Short, Best Male
Actor in a Short, Best Female Actor
in a Short, Best Short Short, Best
Director of a Short Short, Best Con-
cept for a Short, Best Jersey City/
Local Film, Best Cinematography,
Best Costume Design and Best Edit-
ing.

Anticipating next year’s festival,
Ms. Winter-Bailey said, “It has been
a whirlwind of happenings over the
last six months, I’m looking forward
to next year’s 2012 festival being
bigger and better.”


