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Free 
Introductory 

Lesson 

Meet Young Adult
Author at The Town

Book Store
WESTFIELD - The Town

Book Store in Westfield will host
a Meet and Greet with Sean Waller
author of the young adult novel
“Sick Boy” on Saturday, October
22, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.

Tim Levine is on top of the
world. The small but popular
eighth-grader has just been in-
vited to try out for the high school
baseball team and two girls have
asked him to the school dance. A
devastating diagnosis, however,
changes his life forever: He has
cancer. Instead of following his
baseball dreams, he’s entered a
nightmare of tubes and chemo-
therapy. Tess, a leukemia patient
with a “contagiously positive at-
titude” works wonders for Tim as
he faces high school not as some-
one belonging to the “in” crowd
but as a sick kid.

Sick Boy, a heart-wrenching
story, is a “fictionally autobio-
graphical account” of this extraor-
dinary young man’s year-and-half
journey from diagnosis through
treatment and on to recovery. It
begins when he casually men-
tions to his mom that he can’t
hear out of his right ear. Doctors
quickly discover that he has a
fast-growing malignant tumor in
his upper palate.

Author Sean Waller, a child-
hood cancer survivor, was diag-
nosed at age 12 with rhabdomyo-
sarcoma. He credits Memorial
Sloan-Kettering Hospital in New
York City for saving his life. He
lives in Westfield and teaches fifth
grade in Berkeley Heights.

Meet Sean Waller at The Town
Book Store located at 270 East
Broad Street in Westfield (corner
of East Broad and Elmer Streets).
If you are unable to attend this
event, feel free to call The Town
Book Store at (908) 233-3535 to
reserve an autographed copy.

One Popcorn, Poor • Two Popcorns, Fair • Three Popcorns, Good • Four Popcorns, Excellent

POPCORN
™

“The Ides of March”
Et tu, George Clooney?

3 popcorns

By MICHAEL S. GOLDBERGER
Film Critic

Along the way to reaffirming your
worst fears about our current state of
affairs in the U.S., George Clooney’s
“The Ides of March” smartly reminds
that things really haven’t changed since
the days of Caesar. Heck...it goes back
further than the Sumerians, maybe even
before Alley Oop first wrote bad things
about Barney Rubble on the cave wall.

But irony of ironies, as it is astutely
outlined in Grant Heslov and Beau
Willimon’s screenplay, our governmen-
tal road to perdition is very often paved
with the best of intentions. In this intelli-
gent allegory, Ryan Gosling’s Stephen
Meyers, though a political wunderkind
everyone wants working on his cam-
paign, is essentially an unsullied idealist.

Surely he couldn’t employ his full
intellect and cunning if he didn’t truly
believe George Clooney’s Governor Mike
Morris was the Democratic Party’s best
choice to win the White House and set the
country right. He’s got that great moral
imperative mojo going for him. Remem-
ber it? Well, suffice it to note Stephen is
about to enter the crucible.

Though his film is in color, Clooney
the director captures a stark realism that
reminds of a style when only black and
white was used for films with something
of gravity to say. After all, this is serious
stuff. Gosh knows what’ll happen to us if
Morris doesn’t win. Oh, sure, it’ll be a
challenge. But remember, Stephen is the
best media mind in the country.

All of which makes it hard to believe
that he accedes to a secret meeting with
Tom Duffy (Paul Giamatti), the
opposition’s chief campaign guru. Skip
the details. Just be informed that for
Stephen it’s the official beginning of his
innocence lost, and for this tautly enter-
taining movie it’s the kickoff of an in-
triguing ride through the political
funhouse.

We join the campaign in the swing
state of Ohio, where all the colorful char-
acters are in place. Seeking the truth for
The New York Times is Marisa Tomei as
savvy Ida Horowicz; Philip Seymour
Hoffman is Stephen’s boss, Paul Zara,
the battle-scarred veteran; and Evan
Rachel Wood is Molly Stearns, the pretty,
impressionable intern. Yep, you’re right.

This bodes trouble and makes for the
soap opera thread that runs through the
story. But let’s face it, that’s the way it is,
from Delilah to Monica, which suggests
that, conversely, maybe everything is
really a big soap opera, but with a little

real life running through it. Still, while
we’ve seen this scenario before, here it is
nicely updated to reflect the times.

In our present condition, when not
only has the concept of a loyal opposition
virtually disappeared, but is routinely
scoffed by ideologues and mini megalo-
maniacs, Clooney’s conscientious look
into the ship of state is welcome. Pardon
the optimism, but surely the folks who
pulled together to defeat the Axis powers
can emerge from this ugly miasma.

So it is no wonder we have high hopes
for Governor Morris. He certainly looks
good on paper. And, we sure like his
gutsy candor. Addressing his random birth
to Catholic parents, the candidate notes
that he is not Catholic, Jewish or Muslim.
Rather, his religion is the Constitution of
the United States. Hmm…I’ve been say-
ing that all along. I like him.

Then again, considering the recent land-
scape in the U.S. of A., the cynic in us
fears there is something wrong with this
picture. Stephen’s indiscretion is just the
tip of the iceberg. Get ready to get your
hands dirty. Right again, Signor
Machiavelli. For even allegedly squeaky-
clean Mike Morris’s campaign operation
has its share of backroom dealings.

Shaken to its roots, this is essentially a
tale of survival, how our basic instincts
have adapted language, psychology and
other human abilities acquired during the
last 30,000 years or so to ensure our
perceived well-being in the group. Scratch
the surface of any political campaign just
a tad and the full-fanged primitiveness
will stare right back at you.

All the same, many of us—especially
the folks on my side of the aisle—like to
think that the answer to the question,
“After all, what are we, barbarians?” is an
unequivocating “Well, not really. We’re
working on it. It’s those other guys hold-
ing us back.” But while similarly subjec-
tive, “The Ides of March” does wag a
decrying finger at both camps.

This is in essence a feature length itera-
tion of that great bit of punditry Walt
Kelly coined in his Pogo comic strip
when he opined, “We have met the en-
emy and he is us.” Hence, while done
better in “The Best Man” (1964) and
“The Candidate” (1972), rarely has the
time been more right for this earnest
reminder to beware “The Ides of March.”

…
 “The Ides of March,” rated R, is a

Columbia Pictures release directed by
George Clooney and stars Ryan Gosling,
George Clooney and Philip Seymour
Hoffman. Running time: 101 minutes

RMC Studios to
Host Two

Upcoming Events
GARWOOD - RMC Studios will

be hosting two events for students
and the community. The first
“Rocktober” event will be held on
Friday, October 21, at 7 p.m. at The
Coffee Beanery on North Avenue in
Garwood. The event is an open mic
night where RMC Studios teachers
and students will perform as well as
invite community members to hop
up and perform with them. The house
band is made up of well-known and
talented local musicians.

The second event will be held on
Friday, October 28, also at 7 p.m. at
RMC Studios located at 207 Center
Street in Garwood. The event will be
an open house for anyone interested
in learning about what RMC Studios
does, but it will also be a Halloween
party for anyone in the surrounding
communities who wishes to attend
and have some fun at the start of the
holiday weekend. At the event, a small
award ceremony will take place in
which Westfield resident Liam
Hughes will be honored with the first
RMC Studios student of the month
award.

The events are free and open to the
public.

Civil War Women Historical Lecture
Set for Tonight at Trailside

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks and
Community Renewal invite adults,
ages 18 and older to participate in a
historical lecture about Civil War
women on Thursday, October 20, at
Trailside Nature and Science Center
in Mountainside. The program runs
from 7:30 – 8:30 p.m. and pre-regis-
tration is recommended. The fee is
$8 for Union County residents and
$10 for out-of-county participants.

Trish Chambers, an author and Civil
War re-enactor, brings the life expe-
riences of women during this critical
period in American history to life for
her audience in “Civil War Women:
Their Roles and Legacies.” She dis-
cusses how women were left behind
to fend for themselves, managing
homes, businesses and plantations,
roles that had been traditionally held
by men prior to the Civil War.

Trish Chambers has performed at
numerous historical events and pe-
riod re-enactments. She participated
in the Civil War movie, “Gods and
Generals” and consulted with the
History Channel and appeared in their
production of “Full Metal Corset:
Secret Soldiers of the Civil War.” She
also is the author of “Civil War
Women: Their Roles and Legacies,”
a work of non-fiction that illustrates
the achievements and struggles of
women of the Civil War era.

For additional information about
the Civil War Women lecture or other
adult programs and upcoming events
at Trailside call (908) 789-3670 or
visit www.ucnj.org/trailside. Trailside
Nature and Science Center is located
at 452 New Providence Road in
Mountainside and is a service of the
Union County Board of Chosen Free-
holders.

Premiere Stages Seeks
Submissions for Play Festival

UNION – Premiere Stages, the pro-
fessional theatre company in resi-
dence at Kean University seeks sub-
missions to the 8th Annual Premiere
Stages Play Festival. The yearly com-
petition for un-produced scripts of-
fers developmental opportunities to
four playwrights born or currently
residing in the greater metropolitan
area (New Jersey, New York, Penn-
sylvania, and Connecticut).

The winner of the festival will be
awarded $2,000 and a full Equity
production in Premiere’s 2012 sea-
son. The runner-up will receive $750
and an Equity workshop in June; two
other writers will receive Staged
Readings in March and a cash prize
of $500.

Through the uniquely accelerated
Play Festival process, Premiere Stages
provides an encouraging and focused

environment in which playwrights
can see their work move quickly from
page to stage. Premiere Stages also
actively advocates for Festival writ-
ers, helps playwrights reach out to
other theatres to secure subsequent
productions, and partners with other
organizations and theatres to extend
the profile and life of the works de-
veloped.

In its seven seasons, Play Festival
has developed over twenty-five plays.
Most recent works include the 2011
hit Follow Me to Nellie’s by Domin-
ique Morisseau, starring Lynda
Gravatt (stage and screen veteran,
television’s Law and Order), James
Christy’s Egyptian Song (2011 Run-
ner-Up and a current National New
Play Network nominee), and 2010
winner The Good Counselor by
Kathryn Grant, which was named as
the runner up for the prestigious 2011
American Theatre Critics Harold and
Mimi Steinberg/ATCA New Play
Award.

All entries are evaluated by a panel
of theatre professionals in consulta-
tion with the Artistic Director and
Resident Dramaturg. Agents may
submit full scripts; playwrights may
submit a synopsis and script sample
directly. Postmark deadline is Janu-
ary 15, 2012. No entry fee. Com-
plete submission guidelines avail-
able at www.kean.edu/
premierestages.

Premiere Stages is a member, Ac-
tors’ Equity Association, and is made
possible in part through funding from
The New Jersey State Council on the
Arts, The Geraldine R. Dodge Foun-
dation, The Northfield Bank Foun-
dation, The New Jersey Theatre Al-
liance, and through the generous sup-
port of individual patrons.

Premiere Stages offers affordable
prices, air-conditioned facilities, free
parking close to the theatre and dis-
counted tickets to patrons with dis-
abilities. All Premiere Stages facili-
ties are fully accessible spaces.
Please call for a list of sign-inter-
preted, audio-described or open-cap-
tioned performances. Assistive lis-
tening devices and large print pro-
grams are available at all times. Pub-
lications are available with advanced
notice in alternate formats.

Course Teaches Basics of
Digital Photography

MOUNTAINSIDE – The Union
County Board of Chosen Freehold-
ers and the Department of Parks
and Community Renewal encour-
age adults, ages 18 and older who
are interested in learning the basics
of digital photography to attend a
three-hour workshop on Saturday,
October 22, from 1 to 4 p.m. at
Trailside Nature and Science Cen-
ter in Mountainside. The fee for the
workshop is $45 for Union County
residents and $55 for out-of-county
participants. Space is limited, so
pre-registration is required.

This photography workshop is
ideal for any student who wants to
become familiar with their single-
lens reflex digital camera or so-
phisticated “point and shoot” cam-
era with fully manual settings. Pro-
fessional photographer Joan
Pamboukes will bring clarity to such
topics as focal length, aperture,
shutter speeds and white balance.
Composition and basic lighting
strategies will also be addressed.

Participants are asked to bring
their camera system, with a fully
charged battery, the manual and tri-
pod, if possible. Weather permit-
ting, the class will go outside to
capture the splendor of autumn in
the Watchung Reservation and cre-

ate some beautiful images. Other-
wise, students will practice their
newly learned photography skills
in the Trailside Visitor Center. By
the end of this workshop, basic cam-
era functions will no longer be a
mystery.

Joan Pamboukes has been an art
and photography instructor in Bos-
ton, New York and New Jersey. She
currently teaches Photography and
Digital Media at The Visual Arts
Center of New Jersey in Summit.
Ms. Pamboukes brings a wealth
of experience to her students and
this workshop will afford partici-
pants the opportunity to learn the
basics of digital photography and
gain the confidence to truly enjoy
their camera and the art of digital
photography.

For additional information about
the Adult Beginners Digital Pho-
tography Workshop or other adult
programs and upcoming events at
Trailside, call (908) 789-3670 or
visit  www.ucnj.org/trailside.
Trailside Nature & Science Center
is located at 452 New Providence
Road in Mountainside and is a ser-
vice of the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders.

GW’s Lincoln School to
Present Guys and Dolls

GARWOOD – The 8th grade class
at Lincoln School 8th Grade Class of
2012 proudly presents Guys and
Dolls. Play performances are Friday,
November 18 and Saturday, Novem-
ber 19, at 7:30 p.m.

Ticket prices are $8 for adults and
$6 for students and senior citizens.
Tickets at the door prior to perfor-
mances are $9. Contact Garwood
Board of Education to purchase tick-
ets or for additional information call
(908) 789-0331.

PRESENTATION…Author Elizabeth Bettina presents her book “It Happened
in Italy,” to Union County Vo-Tech Magnet School Principal Gwen Seneschal.
Pictured, left to right, are: UNICO District X Governor Robert Bengivenga,
Plainfield’s UNICO President John DeAndrea, Elizabeth Bettina, Union County
Vo Tech Magnet School Principal Gwen Seneschal, Marie Arnold, English
teacher, Union County Vo-Tech Magnet School, Jason Sanservino, History
teacher, Union County Vo-Tech Magnet School, Renato Biribin, UNICO Past
National President.
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