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As comebacks go, it would be very
difficult to find anything in the storied
history of WHS athletics to compare
with the football team’s unbelievable,
amazing, mind-boggling (pick your
adjective) 37-35 win over Onion back
on Friday, Oct. 7.

To set the stage, after WHS had domi-
nated the first half, the Farmers rallied
behind sophomore Jamauri Bogan to
take a 35-31 lead with just 38 seconds
left in the game on Bogan’s fifth touch-
down of the game. Talk about disheart-
ening, but . . .

Taking over at their 45 after a squib
kick, Nate Mitchell (11-for-18, 144) hit
Pete Ondi (who tied Chris Sheehan’s
single-game school record with eight
receptions) for 24 yards to the Onion
31. After three more completions, a
couple of timeouts and a spiked ball
negated by a false start penalty, there
were two seconds left and the ball was
at the 23.

James O’Rourke, who had run for
151 yards on 30 carries, then took a
pitchout from Mitchell and threw a pass
to Mike Stravach, who made the grab
and crossed the goal line as the clock
wound down to 0 .

Here is an incomplete list of other
hard-to-believe finishes in WHS his-
tory from off the top of my head.
December 15, 1972: WHS 52, SP-F
50

Christmas came a little early for the
Devils. Playing before a packed house
in Scotch Plains, and facing former
coach Joe Coleman, the Devils pulled
out the victory when Scott Novacek
grabbed a rebound and tossed the ball
the length of the court . . . and into the
basket! With SP-F’s Ray Schnitzer driv-
ing for a possible game-winning bucket,
the ball went off his knee and the Dev-
ils’ Buddy Robinson recovered. He
flipped the ball to Novacek whose high-
arching toss went swisheroo. Bobby
Jester led WHS with 14 points.
October 25, 1969: WHS 20, Rahway
20

WHS trailed by eight points when a
Rahway punt rolled dead at the Devils’
3-yard line. There were four minutes
left. But that’s when coach Gary Kehler
discovered some passes in the back of
his playbook. Joe Monninger hit Skeeter
MacCloskey for 19 yards, then con-
verted a third and 20 with a 44-yarder to
MacCloskey (plus a 15-yard facemask
penalty). Two plays later the duo got

together for a 21-yard touchdown. With
1:45 showing on the clock, Frank Jack-
son ran for the tying two-point conver-
sion. (Ironically, this was the first year
of two-point PAT runs/passes.)
October 13, 1973: WHS 14, SP-F 7

With a crowd of 9,000 at Recreation
Field, the Raiders appeared to have
scored a potentially game-tying touch-
down on a Bob Hering-to-Bob Calhoun
pass with 0:02 showing on the clock.
But Calhoun was flagged for a penalty
– making Mel and Tim’s 1969 song
“Backfield in Motion” a big hit in
Westfield – and the final play was an
incomplete pass in the end zone.
June 1, 1978: WHS 4, CBA 1 (tennis)

The two best teams in the state met
for the All-Groups championship, and
all five matches went three sets. CBA
won at second doubles 6-4, 4-6, 6-4
over Andy Loft and Sri Nivargikar, but
WHS swept singles behind Doug
Yearley (2-6, 6-3, 6-2), Jeff Factor (7-5,
5-7, 7-6) and Joel Katz (4-6, 6-4, 7-6),
and also won at first dubs with Andy
Biederman and Dan Perach (6-4, 4-6, 6-
3). The state tournament director called
it “the closest and most exciting team
match ever.” That may still be the case
today.
February 21, 1981: WHS 28, SP-F 18
(wrestling)

Two weeks after absorbing a 26-21
regular-season loss to SP-F, the Devils
rallied for a sectional semifinal win
over the Raiders. Lowell Higgins (pin
at 188) and Mike Giacone (decision)
produced the final score, but the key
wins were by Matt (122) and Rich (158)
Shields, who avenged earlier losses to
Vic Daidone and Mike Gordon, respec-
tively.
January 9, 1985: WHS 26, SP-F 25
(wrestling)

Consecutive wins by Mark Giacone
(pin at 148), Toly Volkov (decision),
Mike Stagaard (major decision) and Jay
Factor (decision) produced a stunning
win over the Raiders.
October 19, 1991: WHS 6, SP-F 0
(football)

With starting quarterback Mike
Catenacci out with a separated shoulder
suffered in the second quarter, Chris
Infantino completed 7 of 15 passes for
151 yards, including a 58-yard touch-
down to Steve Kocaj for the game’s lone
score. There were 12 seconds remain-
ing.
February 12, 1991: WHS 96, St. Jo-
seph 90 (swimming)

The Falcons had won 11 straight state
title and hadn’t lost a dual meet to a
New Jersey public school since a 1978

loss to WHS. But sophomore Darren
Hertell pulled out the final relay by .04
of a second to climax one of the most
intense meets ever at Wallace Pool.
February 27, 2000: WHS 89½, Cherry
Hill East 80½ (swimming)

With the state Public A champion-
ship meet coming down to the final
event, things did not look for the Devils.
CH East, trailing 81½-76½, had the
state’s fastest 400 freestyle relay, and
likely needed only to take third place to
get the two points that would clinch the
title. But Zach Coppa, Turner Yevich,
Kyle McCloskey and Scott Kautzmann
finished first (!), while Sean Baran,
Devin Power, Paul Kolterjahn and Matt
Cahill finished third, nearly taking sec-
ond.
September 22, 2001: WHS 21, SP-F
19 (football)

In the aftermath of the terrorist attack
on the World Trade Center 11 days
earlier, the two archrivals had another
of their not-for-the-faint-of-heart battles.
The Raiders went ahead on a 95-yard
run but Louis Mercer rallied the Devils
to the win on a 9-yard pass to Brian
Butts with 1:07 showing on the clock.
November 4, 2006: WHS 28, SP-F 21
(football)

After a gut-wrenching (literally, after
a fat official’s horrible pass interference
call) overtime loss the previous year,
WHS rallied for 14 fourth-quarter points
to beat SP-F. Quarterback Tommy
Bonard accounted for all 28 points,
throwing a touchdown to C.J. Patella,
running for three touchdowns and kick-
ing all four PATs. Bonard’s winning
score came on a 21-yard run with 41
seconds left.
May 24, 2007: WHS 3, West Windsor-
Plainsboro South 2 (tennis)

This was the state Group 4 final, but
it was also the equivalent of the Tourna-
ment of Champions final, since this was
the two best teams in the state. It was 1-
1 after the Pirates won at third singles
over James Chu (6-3, 7-5) and WHS
evened it behind Graeme Stahl and Ja-
son Snyder at second dubs (6-0, 7-6). It
was tied at 2 after WW-P won at first
singles over Kevin Shallcross (3-6, 6-3,
7-5) while Akis Evangelidis and Dean
Thompson took first dubs 6-3, 6-7, 7-5.
That left Ravi Netravali against WW-
P’s Stewart Fernandez, a notoriously
poor judge of calling balls in, or out, as
the case may be. Netravali kept his cool
and outlasted his foe 6-7, 7-6, 6-4.
October 30, 2010: WHS 30, Linden
24 2 OTs (football)

Both teams needed a win to qualify
for the playoffs. WHS battled back to

tie on Jon Gribbon’s 33-yard field goal,
then went into overtime after James
O’Rourke blocked a last-second Lin-
den field goal. Westfield scored in the
first OT on A.J. Murray’s run, but Lin-
den tied, forcing a second OT. Pete
Ondi picked off a pass, and Danny Kerr
hit John Lanzano with a game-winning
touchdown pass.
May 27, 2011: WHS 5, Phillipsburg 4
(baseball)

Facing elimination from the state tour-
nament and down to their final strike,
the Brew Crew got back-to-back home
runs by No. 9 hitter James Barry and
leadoff man Tim Younger to pull off a
shocking, stunning victory. The Devils
had been baffled by the Stateliners’
Anthony Ciavarella for most of the game
but kept things close thanks to great
defensive plays by outfielders Matt
Varakian, James O’Rourke and Steve
Forgash. And this came just four days
after WHS had scored twice in the bot-
tom of the seventh to eliminate Franklin
5-4 in the first round of states.

FOOTBALL UPDATE
After enjoying a bye week to get

healthy and prepare for a tough stretch,
the WHS football team will host Rahway
Saturday at Kehler Stadium. The Indi-
ans are an ancient rival, with this being
the 60th meeting. The Blue Devils lead
the series 28-24-7, including last year’s
44-13 victory. The only team WHS has
played more is Plainfield (106 meet-
ings).

Then it’ll be at Linden (Oct. 29) and
home against Immaculata (Nov. 5).

WELCOME ABOARD
Daryl Palmieri is the new varsity

basketball coach at WHS.
The 32-year-old Palmieri, a basket-

ball/baseball guy at Roselle Catholic
who played college hoops at Manhattan
College, comes to the Old Towne after
serving six years as Phil Colicchio’s
assistant at Linden, three years as an
assistant at Millburn, and last year as
the head coach at Parsippany.

“I want to get the entire community
involved in what’s going on,” he said.
“And I want to hopefully get more
Westfield kids to stay in Westfield to
play ball. I’m excited about this oppor-
tunity. I’ve moved my way up the ranks,
and now I’ve found a spot where I can
call home.”

The Devil’s Den appears in The
Westfield Leader on the first and third
Thursday of every month during the
school year. Contact us with comments,
complaints and suggestions at
bj1019@aol.com. And remember, win
or not, Whs4evr!

Devil’s Den

By BRUCE JOHNSON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Among Fantastic Finishes,
This May Be the Best Ever

Devil of the Month
Returns November 3.

For additional information, please check our website: www.atlanticvalley.org 
 

Age Group* 1st Try Out 2nd Try Out 

Ridge HS 

13, 12  
& Leap Frog  

11/3 - 6:00-8:30 pm 11/5-1:00-2:30 pm 

14 11/3 - 6:00-8:30 pm 11/5-3:00-5:00 pm 

15 11/4 -6:00-9:00 pm 11/5-5:00-7:00 pm 

Bloomfield HS 

16 11/13-8:30-11:00 am 11/20-1:30-4:00 pm 

17 11/13-11:30-2:00 pm 11/20-11:00-1:00 pm 

18 11/13-2:30-4:30 pm 11/20-8:30-10:30 am 

Try-Out Ages as of Sept. 1st 2012* 
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Continuing our tradition of training  

and developing fine young athletes,  

Atlantic Valley Volleyball  

would like to invite you to join our team. 
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RaidersBlue Devils

From the archives of The Westfield
Leader and The Scotch Plains-
Fanwood Times – www.goleader.com

October 20, 2009: Waves of blue
crossed the finish line to claim the
top-10 individual spots at the Union
County Conference Watchung Divi-
sion boys cross-country Champion-
ships at Warinanco Park in Roselle,
but it was the blue of the Blue Devil
boys who ran away with the team title
with a total of 19 compared to the
blue of the Raider boys that finished
second with 44 points.

Blue Devil senior Ryan Scrudato
had some clear sailing as he crossed the
line first with a personal-record – for
the course – time of 16:36. Blue Devil
sophomore Jack Leahy finished sec-
ond at 16:41 and teammate Andrew
Kirna finished third at 16:50 before
Raider team captains Alex Parker and
Brandon Wheeler finished 4-5 with
respective times of 16:54 and 16:58.

October 22, 2008: Junior forward
Brendon McEvoy drilled two authori-
tative shots into the upper netting in the
second half and junior Justin Brownstein

followed with the icing to lead the 10-
7-2 Raider boys soccer team to a 3-1
victory over visiting 8-8-1 Union.

October 20, 2007: The top-seeded,
18th-ranked Blue Devil boys’ soccer
team grabbed a 2-0 victory over A.L.
Johnson in the quarterfinals of the
Union County Tournament at Gary
Kehler Stadium. The Blue Devils hit
the mark in the second half on two
sweet plays that involved junior Andy
Flood and Matt Isabella.

October 19, 2006: Six Blue Devil
shirts crossed the line ahead of the
Raider boys cross-country team’s No.
4 runner to earn Westfield its second
straight Watchung Conference cham-
pionship at Warinanco Park in Roselle.
The Blue Devils had a total of 43 to the
Raiders’ 56. Blue Devil Evan Friedman
finished fourth with a time of 17:23
ahead of the Raiders’ No. 2 runner Pat
Doliber who finished fifth at 17:28 but
Blue Devils Alex Tarlow at 17:38 and
Kevin O’Rourke at 17:39 finished 7-8
ahead of Raider Martin Sweeney, who
was ninth with a time of 17:42.
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David B. Corbin (October 2004 files) for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BREAKING AWAY TOWARD THE GOAL…Raider Matt Fleissner, No. 22,
breaks towards the Cougar goal and later gets off a shot. The Raiders defeated
Cranford at Walnut Street Field on October 20, 2004 to give Head Coach Tom
Breznitsky hit 500th career victory.

NJAR Circle of Excellence Award: 1977-2010
Direct Line: (908) 301-2052
Cell:  (908) 578-8198
Email: Marymachomes@aol.com

209 CENTRAL AVENUE

WESTFIELD, NJ 07090
(908) 233-5555 EXT. 189

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE

Westfield. Timeless treasure in the heart of Westfield. Rare opportunity to own a captivating turn of the century 11 room, 5 bedroom, 3.2 bath
Victorian situated on a half acre of property. Enchanting wrap-around porch and welcoming entry with original beveled glass door lead to the
reception foyer. Elegant living room boasts high ceilings, vintage moldings, hardwood flooring and wood-burning fireplace. Gracious dining room
featuring an abundance of beautiful diamond paned windows. A sunny family room, graced by bay windows overlooks the inviting front porch.
Delightful and updated, farm style country kitchen features a center island with architectural columns, tile counters, plentiful wood cabinetry
and newer appliances. This fabulous room incorporates a separate eating area and also accesses the lush yard and barn with hay loft, which is
now home to a three car garage. Finished lower level offers a tastefully decorated recreation room with entertaining bar, laundry and storage areas
as well as a backyard entrance. Freshly painted exterior and brand new roof restores this gem to its ambiance of yesteryear. An unsurpassed in
town location with convenient proximity to schools, commuter transportation and parks. Offered at $1,095,000.

© 2011 Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation. Coldwell Banker® is a registered trademark licensed to Coldwell Banker Real Estate Corporation.
An Equal Opportunity Company. Equal Housing Opportunity. Owned and Operated by NRT Incorporated.

Mary McEnerney, CRS, GRI, SRES

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, October 23rd 1-4PM • 528 Prospect Street


