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Candidate Happy to See Construction
Moving Forward in FW’s Downtown

WF Badly Needs Leaders Who Can
Build Teams, Think Outside The Box

Letters to the Editor

The other day, as I drove past the
corner of Martine and South Avenues,
I could have not been more pleased to
see construction moving forward in
our downtown. Like the rest of the
country, Fanwood was not immune
to the recent economic downturn, so
to see a local developer investing in
our community was encouraging. As
the chairman of the Fanwood Plan-
ning Board and candidate for the
Fanwood Council, I know all too
well how important good, strong lead-
ership plays a role in this type of
achievement. Fanwood is in a great
position to continue moving forward
and I am proud of the progress being
made.

I believe that Fanwood can and
will have a vibrant downtown, and I
am running for Borough Council to
see that vision completed. I am com-
mitted to bringing my significant
experience as a member of the
Fanwood Planning Board and as a
land use attorney in New Jersey to the
table. As we approach Election Day
on November 8, it is important who
you vote for on the local level. I am
excited about the future of Fanwood,
both in the downtown development
and business district, as well as main-
taining the types of programs and
services that are important to all fami-
lies.

There is still much to do, and I ask
for your vote this Election Day. To
learn more about my team, Mayor
Colleen Mahr, Councilman Russell
Huegel and myself, please take a

moment and visit our website and
view our video’s at
www.fanwooddems.com.

Kevin Boris
Fanwood Council Candidate

I am Greg Romer, the Fourth Ward
Democratic candidate for Westfield
Town Council. I would like to intro-
duce myself and my candidacy. I
have been a proud resident of
Westfield for over 15 years. I live on
Downer Street with my two daugh-
ters, Meredith, who attends NYIT,
and Deirdre, a sophomore at Westfield
High School. I’m grateful for the
wonderful opportunities this com-
munity has provided for my family,
and I’d be honored to give back by
serving on the Westfield Town Coun-
cil.

Westfield is a great town in which
to live and raise a family. I believe we
can make it even better. My candi-
dacy is about changing the way the
Town Council does business. I am
committed to being responsive to the
real concerns of our citizens, restor-
ing fiscal responsibility, and making
the Town Council more transparent
and responsive. My primary goal is
to empower my neighbors in the
fourth ward by serving as their voice
on the town council.

In my many hours of dialogue with
Westfield’s citizens, I’ve heard the
same concerns come up time and
again. We can resolve each one of the
following six critical issues — but
only if we work as a team:

We need to make Westfield’s safety
a priority, including restoring the use
of our ladder truck. When Ferraro’s
was in flames, the Westfield ladder
truck sat idle in the firehouse right
across the street. The same scenario
happened in several other major fires,
because the council has cut the man-
power budget to use this life saving
truck. Yes, we need to keep the bud-
get down, but not when lives are at
stake. There are better ways to bal-
ance the budget!

We need to solve the high school
parking and traffic issues. Parking
and traffic conditions around the high
school have become unbearable.
Residents can’t even park on their

own streets on school days. A num-
ber of good solutions have been pro-
posed over the course of seven years
and yet nothing has been done. We
need a fair and equitable solution for
all involved. We must make city gov-
ernment transparent and accountable.
Many decisions about our town are
being made behind closed doors, such
as the budget process, and we don’t
know the ramifications of these deci-
sions until it’s too late. This has to
stop. I want to make sure as many of
our committee and budget meetings
as possible are held in open forums
so the public can hear the options and
provide input. When the council says
something will get done, you have
the right to know how we are pro-
gressing toward that goal.

It is critical that we restore our
bond rating through sound fiscal dis-
cipline. When Moody’s lowered the
town’s bond rating in 2010, it cited
concerns over the town government’s
practice of utilizing surplus funds in
balancing the budget. The town gov-
ernment has spent roughly $4 million
in surplus between 2008 and 2010
and now there is nothing left. I be-
lieve we must say “No!” to no bid
contracts. We need professional ser-
vices contracts to be put out to bid to
ensure we are getting the best service
for the best price. In the past, we have
given no-bid contracts to town attor-
neys and the traffic consultant. How
do we know they are the best person
for the job at the best price?  Our
street should be plowed and paved in
a timely manner. Our roads are not
properly repaired and maintained. We
need to pave approximately five miles
of road per year to keep up, yet we are
already behind and are getting fur-
ther behind.

As I’ve walked through the ward,
I’ve seen the problems and heard
many complaints about the roads and
drainage issues (particularly at
Rahway Avenue and Lamberts Mill
Road). Anticipating flooding, some
residents have even had to personally
clean out sewer drains before large
storms. We have crumbling curbs or
no curbs at all in some areas. Some
neighborhoods were promised new
curbs many years ago and are still
waiting. We need a long-term plan
and commitment to repair and main-
tain our roads.

I am running for town council be-
cause I truly believe I can help
Westfield. My professional expertise,
developed through decades of corpo-
rate experience, is in helping deci-
sion-makers work as a team to create
economical, successful, innovative
solutions to their problems. Westfield
badly needs leaders who can build
teams, think outside the box, and put
stable taxes, a safe community and
quality services first. If elected, I
promise to work tirelessly to repre-
sent your interests and the best inter-
ests of our town.

Greg Romer
Westfield Third Ward Candidate

9 am to 11 pm at Lord & Taylor, 609 North Avenue, Westfield, NJ. All events subject to change or cancellation. *Some exclusions apply; see ticket for details. **Subject to normal credit approval. 
See your Sales Associate for details; some exclusions apply. 

WEDNESDAY,  OCTOBER 26TH

AT LORD  & TAYLOR, WESTFIELD

OPEN  A  LORD  & TAYLOR 
CHARGE  ACCOUNT
Lord & Taylor will donate $5 
to the Shop Smart. Do Good! 
proceeds for every account 
opened that day. And you’ll save 
even more with an extra 15% off** 
your first day’s purchases!

SHOP  SMART
Purchase a $5 ticket at any register and get exclusive savings 
on almost everything including cosmetics and fragrances.* 
Plus take an extra 10% off with your Lord & Taylor credit card.* 

DO  GOOD
All ticket proceeds go to participating local non-profit groups. At our fundraising 
events last year, local non-profi t groups raised a combined total of over $640,000. 

HAVE  FUN
Enjoy special appearances by InStyle Editor Hal Rubenstein, Editor-in-Chief of 
Cosmopolitan Kate White and New York pitching legend Dwight Gooden.
Check out everything that’s happening in store and all the participating groups at 
lordandtaylor.com/dogood. Purchase tickets in store today or on the day of the event. 

SHOP SMART. do goo d!
A FUNDRAISING       SHOPPING EVENT

VOTE NOVEMBER 8th FOR TIM VAN EPP 
FOR 1st WARD TOWN COUNCILMAN

www.TimVanEpp4TownCouncil.com
Paid for by:  Tim Van Epp for Town Council, Alice Fertig, Treasurer

Tim Van Epp
for Westfield Town Council

See it all on the web in color . . .
www.goleader.comTraffic Studies; Do It

The Old-Fashioned Way
In the good old days (say 20 years

ago), in order to determine if a left-
turn lane was desired to enhance traf-
fic flow at a given intersection, a
study was made by traffic engineers.
They would lay cables in the streets
affected attached to a recording de-
vice to count the cars going in each
direction by time of day. After a con-
siderable time, they would pick up
these cables and instruments and ana-
lyze the data.

Based on this analysis, a decision
would be made. In many cases the
data would not support a left-turn
lane as it would actually impede traf-
fic flow. It seems nowadays, if an

intersection has a traffic light, it is
automatically deemed worthy of left-
turn lanes in every direction. After
all, why should we waste taxpayers
money on traffic studies?

Are their others who have noticed
more traffic delays since the advent
of left-turn lanes in many areas in and
around Westfield? Have you been on
Central Avenue lately? I can name
several other locations.

It’s time for those in charge to re-
study the left-turn lane issue and do it
the old-fashioned way.

Bruce Long
Westfield

Photo Contest Speaks
for New Jersey

I am sure that I speak on behalf of
many who also had the privilege of
attending your (Asm. Jon Bramnick)
4th Annual Photography Contest
award presentation this past Sunday.
Thank you for your personal gener-
osity, support and interest in support-
ing New Jersey and promoting its
respectability, as it should be! Your
staff’s attention to detail should be
commended as well!

It just goes to show, “beauty
abounds” all around us – but only if
we take the time to look for it! (2nd
place winner – Wildlife Category,
photo entitled “Beauty Abounds.”)

Mrs. Renee Payami
Scotch Plains

Start Now With Smart
Practices in Cranford
I read with interest Gregory Sgroi’s

letter to the editor in last week’s pa-
per on flood control, or the lack of it.
It was very interesting. Taking it a
step further, there was three or four
feet of water on South Avenue at the
bridge between High Street and Cen-
tennial Avenue, not once, but twice in
the last 30 days.

Now there is a new development
going in on South Avenue next to the
river. I would think that if the town-
ship committee is doing their job,
they would prevent this from being
developed. Now the surrounding
towns are wrestling with the burden
of buyouts. Wouldn’t it be prudent to
not allow the development to take
place and plant trees instead? In the
past, good judgment was not used,
and areas were developed that should
not have been. Let’s turn over a new
leaf and start now with smart prac-
tices.

Carl Swenson
Westfield

READING IS GOOD
FOR YOU

7th Congressional District
Rep. Leonard Lance (R),

425 North Avenue E.,
Westfield, NJ 07090 (908)-518-7733


