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Letters to
the Editor

Expert Should Be Picked to Resolve
Pedestrian Light Issue in Westfield

Why Has It Taken An Election For
Things to Be Done in Ward Three?

Re-printing of Same Story on Light
Is below High Standards of Leader

Some People Seem to Have Lost Sight of The Fact
That This Is A New Administration in Garwood

I Hope All People Who Use Tamaques
Cooperate By Following The Rules

Your editorial of Oct. 13th is abso-
lutely correct. Sanity and respect
should return to Council meetings.
The actions and conduct of both sides
should be put into the past.

Again, may I suggest that the Coun-
cil assert its desire to appear fair. It
need not don sackcloth and ashes. It
only needs to assert a desire to solve
the problem by turning to an inde-
pendent expert to answer the overrid-
ing question, “Where is the safest
place for the light to be?” The other
questions in the editorial should also
be answered.

The Council should act because its
critics can do nothing as a first step
and because it can “lead the way to
the high road” of reason by making
the suggestion. Upon receipt of such
a public offer, the critics should nomi-

nate someone to act on their behalf
and publicly agree to abide by the
expert’s opinion.

An expert acceptable to both sides
should be chosen. If agreement is not
possible, resort should be made to the
Dept. of Transportation or a N.J. en-
gineering school to name an expert.
His instructions should be public and
his report should be printed in this
paper rather than privately delivered
to the parties.

Each side will ignore their com-
plaints about the other and will abide
by the report. The light will thus be in
the “safest” location and peace and
dignity will return to Council meet-
ings.

A. John Blake
Westfield

The traditional understanding of
the word “news” in the newspaper
world is to report things or events
which are, in fact, new. Therefore, I
can’t understand why this publica-
tion continues to print, on the front
page no less, the weekly rants of a
disgruntled former town employee
and a few property owners regarding
their complaint with the location cho-
sen for the placement of a traffic
signal on Central Avenue.

Week after week, the readers of the
Leader have to look past a front-page
story, which contains the same se-
quence of speakers at Town Council
meetings with the same unsubstanti-
ated claims and obnoxious behavior.
Where is the news? These individu-
als have lost their argument, the Town
Council has spoken, the signal is in
place and yet this newspaper contin-

ues to print the same speeches over
and over again.

These residents certainly have the
right to appear and speak at a Town
Council meeting and our patient Town
Council members are compelled to
sit through their repetitive presenta-
tions. This newspaper, however, has
no obligation to report the same scene
to the rest of us. One could assume
that the reason they appear at each
meeting is in part because they know
that this newspaper will do them the
favor each week of putting them back
on the front-page.

The re-printing of the same story
each week without anything new to
report is below the usual high jour-
nalist standards of this respected
newspaper.

Bill Palatucci
Westfield

 First I would like to take this op-
portunity to thank The Westfield
Leader for the chance to be inter-
viewed by reporter Lauren Barr. I
look forward to Election Day, No-
vember 8, and encourage all Westfield
residents to exercise their right to
vote.

 After reading last week’s Westfield
Leader, I cannot help but comment
on the letter of Mr. and Mrs. Garbarini.
They have designated 3rd Ward Town
Council Candidate Mark LoGrippo
as their “Lone Ranger riding in to
save the day.”

 Allow a skeptic to wonder what
was done by the councilman whom
Mr. LoGrippo replaced and by the
Mayor who appointed Mr. LoGrippo.
The conditions have existed since
December 2005 and the alleged re-
construction for the past three years.

 The gun that fires the silver bullet
of compliance with town regulations
has been in the hands of Mr.
LoGrippo’s predecessor and his men-
tor, Mayor Skibitsky, for years. Why
has it taken an election to bring about
the appearance of action?

 He is part of a governing body
because in the short time he has lived
in Westfield he has proved valuable
to that political party. The Mayor, as

head of that Party and as one of the
Garbarini’s neighbors in the third
ward, appears to have done nothing
about the construction issues of a
home on Cherokee Court for years.
Do the Garbarinis’ expect the “Lone
Ranger” to ride into town and reverse
the inaction with which the com-
plaints from Cherokee Court have
been treated? If enforcement has pre-
viously been ordered, why wasn’t
compliance required?

 The Garbarinis’ should remember
that if the “Lone Ranger” cleans up
the problem to quickly, the people
might start to ask what the sheriff’s
been doing all this time.

 I can certainly understand the
Garbarinis’ frustration and guaran-
tee, as an Independent councilman,
that I will follow up the problems of
that street without being hampered
by the burden of Party and the debt of
gratitude.

 As an Independent candidate for
Westfield Town Council, if elected, I
will be beholden to the citizens of
Westfield and follow up on every
issue brought to my attention.

       Gregory Kasko
Westfield Candidate
Ward Three Council

In reference to Mr. Cohen’s letter
printed in the 10/6/11 edition in which
he implores the Westfield Police not
to enforce town parking regulations
in Tamaques Park, I believe that the
opinions of the “community” Mr.
Cohen so lovingly describes is more
diverse than he realizes. I have grown
up with Tamaques as the fantastic
park just up the road. As an adult, I
now enjoy using Tamaques as a quiet
and natural space in which to run for
exercise.

I am not the only person who uses
Tamaques in this way. The park is
often filled with people of all ages
walking, running, biking, walking
dogs, and pushing strollers. What
concerns me is the “community” of
parents who believe they are above
the law simply because they have
children, elementary through high
school age, who participate in sports
at Tamaques. These parents regularly
park on the grass right in front of “No
Parking” signs.

In addition to the safety concerns
that parking on the grass and block-
ing driver and pedestrian visibility
brings, cars damage the grass by abra-
sion that turns grass into mud and
harm trees through root compaction.
These are easily observable conse-
quences that degrade the condition of
Tamaques, which is passively enjoyed
by many people for its beauty and
nature, not just for watching and play-
ing sports.

I participated in organized sports
at the park as a child, now enjoy the
park as an adult and care about the
well-being of Tamaques Park for
years to come. If complying with
parking regulations is any indication,
this generation of parents of school-
age children appears to have little
concern for the condition of the park
beyond the current sports season.
Some people even park on the pedes-
trian sidewalk, and when I once asked
a man to move his Cadillac SUV off

of the pedestrian sidewalk, he replied
that I was not the police and he could
park anywhere he wanted.

There are spaces available to those
who want to use them, but you may
have to park farther away sometimes
– and walk. I do not see this same
sense of “community” that Mr. Cohen
sees, since this lack of concern for the
posted regulations, for the well-be-
ing of the park itself, and for the
fellow patrons of Tamaques happens
regularly. I have observed police giv-
ing out tickets only once before, while
several times a week there is an in-
flux of cars brazenly parked wher-
ever the parents please.

I implore the Westfield Police to
enforce the Tamaques parking regu-
lations more often. And I hope that all
the people who use the park in a
variety of different ways can cooper-
ate by following the few simple rules
posted there. Finally, to address con-
cerns for the safety of Lamberts Mill
Road, I reply that it is unsafe because
people do not follow the posted speed
limit signs. Does not following posted
signs sound familiar?

Amy Ryan
Westfield

After reading the article in The
Westfield Leader/SP Fanwood Times re-
garding the most recent Garwood Bor-
ough council meeting, I felt compelled to
share a major detail or two that should be
made known to the public. However, first
I find it necessary to state that I am a
Republican, and not a Democrat. I should
not be expected to operate my adminis-
tration in the same manner as the prior
mayor, a Democrat by the way. Regard-
less of my party affiliation, according to
our codes and the type of municipal gov-
ernment we have, I am entitled to select
and appoint those individuals of my
choosing to committees, commissions
and boards; ergo the term “mayoral ap-
pointment.” Further, it certainly is not
outside the realm of possibility that as a
Republican mayor, I may appoint a Re-
publican or two or even three to openings
as they occur, which works for me.

As The Leader reported at the council
meeting of October 11, Democratic Coun-
cilwoman Sara Todisco, the council liai-
son to the Recreation Committee, read a
letter directed to the mayor during what is
intended to be the committee reports por-
tion of the meeting. The chairman of the
committee, Mr. Richard Bree, was not at
the council meeting. His letter contained
charges that my appointment to the Rec.
Committee that evening was a “political”
move because he is the son of a Republi-
can candidate for borough council. It was
also reported that after the meeting, Ms.
Todisco told The Leader that four people
on the commission have threatened to
resign because of what they say is my
lack of consideration of the four people
whose names were supposedly submit-
ted in mid-September. Ms. Todisco fur-
ther charged that I did not follow a prac-
tice that the prior mayor used to make his

mayoral appointments to the recreation
committee. She also said that since July,
the recreation commission had people in
mind for the open seats and submitted the
names last month.

I do have to express my disappoint-
ment with the Councilwoman as it would
appear that she allowed herself to use her
position on the dais, where the people’s
work should be done, to advance her
personal political agenda. This may or
may not have been done intentionally,
but one can only assume this to be the
case since a person in the audience who
spoke in support of the letter, Mr. Scott
Kessler, is the treasurer of the Rec. Com-
mission and is also the treasurer of her
election campaign. Is it a coincidence
that he also called some of my appoint-
ments political? Is it because I appointed
a Republican to the recreation commit-
tee? I think now is a good time to remind
Mr. Kessler, who is an independentm and
Ms. Todisco, who is a Democrat, that I
personally appointed both of them to the
committee in January — were their ap-
pointments political? And it is also worth
noting that all of the present committee
members are either independent voters or
registered Democrats and that the same
holds true for the others that they seek to
bring on board. Odd that there is not a
single registered Republican, Libertarian
or a Green Party member in the bunch.

Submitting four names for appoint-
ment to two positions the afternoon of the
September 27 council meeting can hardly
be considered mid-September. And ap-
parently I am to be criticized for not being
a mind reader since I did not know the
names that the commission had “in mind”
since July. Upon receiving the list on 9/
27, I instructed the committee liaison,
Councilwoman Todisco, that I would not

be making any appointments at the meet-
ing that evening. I expressed that I did not
know any of these individuals “yet,” and
that I also had someone who was inter-
ested — and that the Rec. Committee
should select one from their list and I
would see to it that their selection would
get appointed to the last available spot.

Those instructions were given to the
councilwoman a full week before the last
council meeting, and though I did not
receive a response, they still stand. The
committee will at that point have the full
contingent allowable by NJ statute, seven
regular commissioners and two alternates.
My appointees are more than qualified to
be part of the commission. One is a
lifelong borough resident; both have ath-
letics in their backgrounds and certainly
will not have any problems with criminal
background checks, which was publicly
alluded to by Mr. Kessler — since one is
a teacher and the other in law enforce-
ment. These are not salaried positions, so
for these appointments to be considered
political is really quite a stretch. When I
took office in January, I invited most of
those persons whose appointments were
set to expire to stay on board, to include
Mr. Kessler. Understandably, there were
a few exceptions. The exceptions were
not dictated by political party affiliation,
but rather were self-resignations or not
reappointed for performance issues.

Some individuals seem to have lost
sight of the fact that this is a new admin-
istration and that if the residents of
Garwood had wanted things to stay ex-
actly the same, then Mayor McCarthy
would have been reelected.

Patricia Quattrocchi
Garwood Mayor

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Trichogenous – Producing hair
2. Loke – Private road or lane
3. Paludism – Malaria
4. Polder – Lowland reclaimed from a

lake or sea by means of high embank-
ments

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

RUBIGINOSE
1. Rust-colored
2. Resembling German measles
3. Having a large, but flat nose
4. Resembling a honeycomb

THRENODY
1. A poem or stanza having eight lines

and two rhymes
2. A song of lamentation; a dirge
3. Government by three men or coali-

tion of three parties. A triumvirate
4. Characterized by three knots or nodes

COZEN
1. The hip or hip joint
2. A person who steers a boat
3. Mentally ill; insane
4. To cheat or defraud

POLLAN
1. A white fish found in some lakes in

Ireland
2. A hornless animal, as a goat, deer,

ox, etc.
3. Any body of persons having an

organized system of government
4. Hay fever

November 8 Election
Public candidate forums will be

held at the municipal buildings for
the Fanwood and Westfield elections.
They will be televised on the local
TV stations.

Westfield will be held on October
24 at 7 p.m. and Fanwood will be
held on October 27 at 7 p.m.

The public is invited to e-mail top-
ics for discussion in advance to
editor@goleader.com.

See candidate information at
www.goleader.com. The pre-election
edition, Nov. 3, of this newspaper
will be mailed to all residents in
Fanwood, Westfield and Garwood as
well as to regular subscribers.

JUDGES RULE
THEY’RE ABOVE

THE LAW?

Outrage: Politically
Appointed, Highly
Paid, Self-Serving

Regarding Tuesday’s decision by
Superior Court Judge Linda Feinberg:
This outrageous, self-serving deci-
sion, where a judge is protecting her
own pocketbook and those of her
colleagues, is why the public has
grown to have such little faith in the
objectivity of the Judiciary.

These political appointees, who are
the most lavishly paid public work-
ers, with the richest lifetime benefits,
have now had one of their own rule
that they are above the law and should
be treated preferentially. We trust that
the Supreme Court will reverse this
ridiculous decision and find that
judges should have to pay their fair
share, just like every other public
employee.

Chris Christie
NJ Governor

Editor’s Note:
According to the Christie Administra-

tion, they intend to appeal Judge
Feinberg’s ruling. If, however, higher
courts, including the New Jersey Su-
preme Court, hold to Judge Feinberg’s
position, Governor Christie will seek an
amendment to the state Constitution.

Judges of the Superior Court, the Ap-
pellate Division and the Supreme Court
are among the highest paid employees of
the state, receive the richest pension ben-
efits and contribute the least amount in
return for those lifetime benefits. The
average annual pension benefit for new
judicial retirees is $107,540. Yet, before
reforms were enacted, judges paid the
lowest contribution rate – 3 percent of
salary – and made an average lifetime
contribution of just $59,300 – paying for
less than 10 percent of their retirement
benefit. And the average amount of time
it takes for a judge to recover his contri-
butions in retirement is just six months.

The average new judicial retiree, be-
fore the Governor’s bipartisan reforms,
could expect to collect $2.3 million over
the remainder of their lifetime.

In contrast, prior to reforms, other pub-
lic employees funded between 27 percent
and 57 percent of their retirement benefit.
All other public employees were contrib-
uting from 5.5 percent to 8.5 percent of
salary prior to reforms, and are now con-
tributing between 6.5 percent and 10
percent.

Salaries for judges are set by statute.
They range from $165,000 for Superior
Court judges to higher increments for
assignment judges and Appellate Divi-
sion judges and sssociate justices of the
Supreme Court. The ranges tops off at
$192,795 for the Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court.

Union County Freeholders
Elizabeth, New Jersey

(908) 527-4200
Al Faella, Mgr. afaella@ucnj.org

Deborah Scanlon, chair

Being Forced Into New Contract
With Covanta Is A Trash Deal

The City of Harrisburg, Pennsylvania’s state capi-
tal, recently filed for Chapter 9 Bankruptcy protec-
tion. In an article published in the Wall Street Jour-
nal, it was reported that millions of dollars in out-
standing debt on the city’s incinerator was the main
culprit for the city’s financial woes. Harrisburg
defaulted on a $65 million payment owed for the
burner. The burner is operated by Covanta Energy,
which also runs the Union County incinerator in
Rahway.

At last week’s Union County Board of Chosen
Freeholders’ meeting, Freeholder Dan Sullivan said
that any comparison to the Harrisburg situation and
the Rahway incinerator is “totally irresponsible be-
cause there is no connection at all.” Recently the
authority director resigned and Freeholder Sullivan
was named acting executive director of the Union
County Utilities Authority that runs the burner —
and which has been in negotiations with Covanta for
over a year on amending the lease on the county
burner. Although Mr. Sullivan has waived his $30,000
freeholder salary (required by law) to accept the six-
figure salary at the authority, he remains a member
of the freeholder board and exposes the public to
conflict of interests.

During an interview with the Democratic Free-

holder candidates on the ballot this year, Freeholder
Chris Hudak spoke of the so-called “tax savings” 14
towns that have contracts with the utilities authority
will see by extending their agreements through 2031
via reduced tipping fees at the incinerator. Freeholder
Angel Estrada said that towns had the choice on
whether or not to sign the 25-year agreements in the
1990s, but that those towns (like Westfield, Scotch
Plains, Fanwood and Cranford) who did not, “have
long realized that’s not a good position to be in.” Mr.
Estrada said those towns are free to choose.

But do these towns really have a choice? No. As
required by regulation, Union County municipali-
ties and their haulers must send their trash to the
county incinerator whether they have a contract or
not. The freeholder candidates spoke of the need for
economic development and jobs in the county. Is
having government take over garbage collections
from small business owners a part of the county’s
economic development plan?

The issue is not a near term reduction of $12 a ton
for only some towns; it’s millions a year of increased
cost for all for more than a decade. In our opinion,
signing this agreement is trash deal. This ignominy
rivals or exceeds that of the Rahway Valley Sewer-
age Authority.

See more letters on pages 5, 10


