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Kean: DEMS Should Stop

Stalling on Aid Legislation
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Support Our Troops!
Did you buy too much Halloween candy?

Should you really be eating all that candy?

No problem…

Donate your extra candy for a good cause.

Operation Gratitude is now collecting candy for their holiday

packages to send to our troops overseas. The deadline for

receiving the candy in our office is Tuesday, November 8th.

Elaine M. Swingle, DMD, FAGD

330 Lenox Avenue

Westfield, New Jersey 07090

908-232-6132 • www.greatsmilesdr.com

Please bring wrapped candy to:

Great Smiles, General Dentistry

Donate Extra Candy!

Follow us on Facebook @ Great Smiles Dentistry - Dr. Elaine Swingle.
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Lance Votes to Approve
Free Trade Agreements

WASHINGTON, D.C. – Saying free
trade helps New Jersey companies
create jobs and expand exports, Rep.
Leonard Lance (R-7th) has voted to
approve three separate Free Trade
Agreements (FTAs) with Colombia,
Panama and South Korea. All of the
agreements were passed by the House.

“The American People want their
elected officials to cast aside parti-
sanship and work together to enact
pro-growth policies that have broad,
bipartisan support,” Mr. Lance said.
“Today we are witnessing a coopera-
tive effort of the White House and
Congress to produce a series of trade
agreements that will create jobs by
making it easier for American farm-
ers, companies and manufacturers to
sell their products in Panama and
Colombia and South Korea. These
trade agreements are particularly
important to New Jersey where our
large concentration of agriculture,
financial services, life sciences and
telecommunications sectors will
thrive in these new, open markets.”

According to the U.S. Chamber of
Commerce, the state trade exports
support 76,629 jobs in the state including
20,682 jobs in the Seventh Congressional
District alone. Local business leaders
praised the congressional action saying
the three trade agreements will allow
local companies to grow and hire more
workers.

“Free trade agreements have always
stimulated economic activity and have
been beneficial to New Jersey. And I
would expect free trade agreements
with Columbia, Panama and South
Korea will produce similar results,”
said James Coyle, the president of the
Gateway Chamber of Commerce in
Union County. “Free trade agreements
are especially important during a
recession, where free trade can help
boost economic activity and ultimately
lead toward job creation.”

Mr. Lance said several New Jersey
companies, like AT&T, Chubb,
Merck, J&J, Verizon, Prudential and
others, have all voiced support for
Congress to approve the three FTAs.

TRENTON — Senate Republican
Leader Tom Kean, Jr. (R-21,
Westfield) said that by stalling on a
transitional aid bill that would pro-
vide a financial lifeline to several
struggling New Jersey cities, legisla-
tive Democrats have increased the
likelihood that credit agency ratings
will issue downgrades for those cities
making future borrowing more ex-
pensive.

“The failure of Democrats to move
forward on approving a transitional
aid bill that is waiting to be voted on
will hurt the residents of New Jersey’s
cities both now and in the future,”
Sen. Kean said. “This aid would help
our cities to fund critical services
including police and fire departments
in their current budgets, and would
prevent likely credit downgrades that
would make future budgets even more
expensive for taxpayers.”

Senator Kean’s comments followed
a report that Moody’s Investor Ser-
vices is reviewing Camden, Trenton,
East Orange, Passaic, Paterson and

Union for a potential credit rating
downgrade due to the state’s inability
to approve transitional aid for those
cities.

Senator Kean noted that legisla-
tion sponsored by Senator Kevin
O’Toole (R-40, Cedar Grove), S-
3024, would provide $139 million in
transitional aid, and that Governor
Chris Christie has committed to sign-
ing the legislation once it is approved
by the state Legislature. Senator
O’Toole’s bill includes “strong and
unambiguous oversight provisions to
ensure that the aid is used appropri-
ately,” Mr. Kean said.

Additionally, the state’s Depart-
ment of Community Affairs (DCA)
has already announced how much
transitional aid will be distributed to
eligible cities once S-3024 is ap-
proved, including allocations of $61.4
million for Camden, $22 million for
Trenton and $21 million for Pater-
son.

“Just yesterday (October 13), the
Senate Budget and Appropriations
Committee met to consider more than
a dozen bills, yet this bill was not
deemed to be important enough by
Democrats to post for a vote,” Mr.
Kean added. “The Democrats’ con-
tinued inaction will only hurt those
who need this help the most.”

Mayors Want Exemption
Pulled for Internet Businesses

TRENTON — The New Jersey
Conference of Mayors has called for
a level playing field between New
Jersey brick-and-mortar businesses
and out-of-state, internet-only re-
tailers. Under current law, New Jer-
sey businesses are required to col-
lect and remit the 7 percent sales tax
on products they sell, while Internet
companies are exempt. As a result,
products from New Jersey store front
businesses cost 7 percent more than
the same product that can be pur-
chased from an out-of-state online-
only business – threatening local
jobs, downtowns and higher prop-
erty taxes.

“The Conference of Mayors en-
dorses e-Fairness and we look to our
state leaders in Trenton to stand up in
a bipartisan fashion for New Jersey
businesses, New Jersey jobs, and New
Jersey’s downtowns by leveling the
playing field,” said Fanwood Mayor
Colleen Mahr, legislative chair-
woman at the Conference of Mayors.
“All municipalities, regardless of how
Republican or Democrat their voters
may be, are at risk of losing down-
town business unless we level the
sales tax playing field as soon as
possible.”

Recently, the New Jersey Retail
Merchants Association announced
the results of a study conducted by
Rutgers University that found New
Jersey is losing $171 million annu-
ally by failing to collect sales tax
from these Internet companies, de-
spite the fact that the tax is still owed.

When the retailer doesn’t collect

the sales tax, the obligation falls to
the consumer to pay it. Most con-
sumers are unaware of that liability,
as less than 1 percent of the $140
million believed to be owed in 2008
was actually collected, according to a
press release from the Conference of
Mayors.

“Certainly the hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars the state would col-
lect by enforcing current law would
allow Trenton to pay down years of
runaway debt, or aid in direct prop-
erty tax relief for towns hit hard by
the recession,” said Gary Passanante,
mayor of Somerdale. “There are many
things we can be doing to help New
Jersey businesses in this economy,
but this is doing nothing more than
giving them a black eye. It’s only fair
to New Jersey businesses that if there
is going to be a sales tax, it should be
applied the same, whether a sale oc-
curs online or in a store.”

State law requires any business
with a physical presence in New
Jersey, like buildings, property, em-
ployees or sales agents, to collect
and remit sales tax, including on
their website sales. A change to New
Jersey’s sales tax law would apply
only to out-of-state retailers that sell
products online to the state’s con-
sumers. Similar legislation has
passed in California, Texas, Illinois
and New York, requiring only those
retailers who have online sales above
a reasonable threshold to collect and
remit the tax, thus protecting small
businesses from undue regulatory
burdens nationwide.

Eliz. Among Districts Testing
Teacher Evaluation System

TRENTON — A new teacher
evaluation system will be imple-
mented statewide next year before
administrators and educators have
sufficient time to evaluate the suc-
cess of its pilot program and make
necessary adjustments, according to
the New Jersey Association of School
Administrators (NJASA).

The teacher evaluation system is a
result of an executive order of the
governor, which created a task force
to develop a more authentic teacher
assessment. The assessment will fo-
cus equally on classroom performance
and student achievement. Currently,
11 districts are piloting the program
that began in September 2011 and will
conclude in March 2012.

Eleven pilot districts are testing the
new statewide teacher evaluation sys-
tem during the 2011-2012 school year

with guidance and funding from the
state. The districts include Alexan-
dria Township, Hunterdon County;
Bergenfield, Bergen County; Eliza-
beth, Union County; Monroe Town-
ship, Middlesex County; Ocean City,
Cape May County; Pemberton Town-
ship, Burlington County; Red Bank,
Monmouth County; Secaucus,
Hudson County; West Deptford
Township, Gloucester County; and
Woodstown-Pilesgrove Regional,
Salem County. The Newark school
district also will participate through a
separate grant.

On the federal level, similar frus-
trations are being felt by the Race to
the Top grant winners, according to
the NJASA. Educators and adminis-
trators also are struggling with prac-
tical questions about how to judge
job performance fairly.

Residents Ask County to
To Look Into Pedes. Light

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

COUNTY — The Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders last
Thursday heard the pleas of  several
Westfield residents seeking to relo-
cate a pedestrian crosswalk back to
the intersection of Central Avenue
and Clover Street.

Since the pedestrian light was
placed in front of the home  of Adina
Enculescu  on Central Avenue a year
ago, “People are blowing through the
site every time it’s activated,” said
Maria Carluccio, Ms. Enculescu’s
neighbor. “How could we all collec-
tively as the human race be wrong
and Mayor (Andrew) Skibitsky be
right telling us that this is the safest
location when now there’s been three
accidents in less than five months.”

Greg Kasko, a retired Westfield
police officer now employed as a
certified municipal engineering in-
spector, said he has “great concern
for safety not only for the pedestrians
but school children” crossing at the
Central Avenue crosswalk.

He said once the project is com-
pleted, the county will turn its control
back over to Westfield. “Adina’s av-
enue of relief will be closed at that
point once it’s turned over to the town.”

“Don’t let it be released to Westfield
just yet until all the questions are
answered,” Mr. Kasko told the board.

Mr. Kasko said the light was ini-
tially planned by the town to be 80
feet down from the intersection and
later 100. He said the county then
said it needed to be moved another 12
to 18 feet in front of Ms. Enculescu’s
driveway.

“Her driveway is now an intersec-
tion,” Mr. Kasko said. “She’s had
people coming up Central Avenue
and making turns into her driveway
at all hours of the night.”

“I believe this light belongs at the
corner,” Mr. Kasko said.

After listening to the residents,
Freeholder Dan Sullivan said, “Some-
thing doesn’t sound right in terms of
that light. I would say that this is
something that we should definitely
look at,” Mr. Sullivan said.

Freeholder Chairwoman Deborah
Scanlon added that she thinks, “There
is an issue with it.”

“We can’t afford to lose any chil-
dren or anyone for that matter,” she
said, asking the residents to speak
with County Engineer Thomas Mineo
after Thursday’s meeting. “Perhaps

we can figure out what needs to be
done and what can be done.”

During the public portion of the
meeting, Tina Renna, president of
the Union County Watchdog Asso-
ciation, referred to an article regard-
ing the bankruptcy filing by Harris-
burg, Pa. The article states that the
city’s problems can be traced to the
city’s trash-to-energy incinerator
which, like Union County, is oper-
ated by Covanta Energy. The Union
County Utilities Authority (UCUA)
is in negotiations with Covanta to
extend the lease on the Union
County’s incinerator in Rahway,
which expires  in 2023, through 2031.

Mr. Sullivan, who is serving as
acting executive director of the utili-
ties authority, responded that, “to im-
ply what total mismanagement is
going on in Harrisburg with the situ-
ation in Union County is totally irre-
sponsible because there is no con-
nection at all.” He said 10 of the 14
towns with existing long-term con-
tracts with the county have passed
resolutions for extensions of their
contracts with the UCUA. The free-
holder noted that those towns that
sign extensions would receive a $12
reduction in their tipping fee to dump
at the incinerator.

In other business, several residents
questioned why the board was op-
posed to state legislation, A-3285,
which would “require contracting
units requesting bids for construc-
tion projects to advertise their pro-
jected estimates or estimate ranges of
the contracts’ costs,” according to a
copy of the legislation.

“This bill will help ensure greater
openness in the bidding process and
further ensure careful deliberation
before a decision is reached to reject
all bids,” according to a statement on
the legislation. Kenilworth resident
John Bury said he feels the legisla-
tion “seems pretty reasonable.” He
said he thought the bill would help
the county avoid receiving “low ball”
bids and thus avoid future change
orders on contracts.

“This (bill) looks like good gov-
ernment,” Mr. Bury said. “I think it is
irresponsible to vote against it.”

County Director of Purchasing
Michael Yuska said seven of New
Jersey’s 21 counties have passed reso-
lutions opposing the legislation. He
reasoned that by making construction
costs known up front contractors would
likely come in at that amount or higher.


