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TREATS...Fanwood Councilman Mike Szuch enjoys his ice cream with Jean
Michelle and Patrick Moore. Fanwood Republicans meet with candidates Joe
Britt, Nicole Cole and Jason Benedict at the Double Dipper for “Support Martine
Avenue Shops” last Sunday.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON CAMERA...Democratic candidates for Union County Freeholder discuss
their views on camera with Times assignment editor Paul Peyton. Pictured, left
to right, are: Mr. Peyton,  Angel Estrada of Elizabeth, Chris Hudak of Linden and
Vernell Wright of Union Township. Three seats are up for grabs. See the video
at goleader.com.

Courtesy of Joseph Hoetzl
HAVING A BALL…Renata Maroney, Kay Buinis, Darlene Palombo and David Bierman, pictured left to right, show off
their finery at the Osborn Cannonball House Museum in Scotch Plains during Union County’s annual “Four Centuries in
a Weekend” celebration October 15 and 16. Festivities at the museum featured the theme “the invitation to the dance.”

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
ON CAMERA...Republican candidates for Union County Freeholder discuss
their views on camera with Times assignment editor Paul Peyton. Pictured, left to
right, are: Mr. Peyton, Andrew Smith of Summit and Edwin Ortiz of Elizabeth.
Three seats are up for grabs. See the videos at goleader.com.

Smith, Ortiz Say Freeholder
Spending Is Out of Control

Freeholder DEMS Comment
On Trash Deal, MusicFest

Disko Pleads Guilty of Defrauding
Schools; Berman Charges Pending

By BETSEY BURGDORF
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

ELIZABETH — Kenneth Disko,
48, of Mountainside pleaded guilty
on October 12 to making false repre-
sentations for a government contract,
a second-degree offense, in state Su-
perior Court in Union County. Disko
oversaw construction projects for the
Westfield, Scotch Plains-Fanwood
and Tinton Falls school districts. He
was charged with accepting kickbacks
totaling $80,000, as well as orches-
trating a series of fraudulent contract
schemes that resulted in him pocket-
ing thousands of dollars.

According to a report on nj.com, as
part of his plea agreement, Disko,
faces three to five years in state prison
and fines of at least $50,000 to be
paid to the state’s Anti-Trust Revolv-
ing fund, which supports anti-trust
enforcement. Disko will also be
barred from public contracts in New
Jersey for 10 years. Sentencing for
Mr. Disko is scheduled for January
20, 2012.

Mr. Disko, who is not a state li-
censed engineer, was associated with
M. Disko & Associates of Kenilworth,

the architect of record for the
Westfield School District at the time
of the indictment.

Charges are still pending against
Robert Berman, 55, of South
Plainfield who served as Westfield
Board of Education (BOE) business
administrator until March when he
was charged with second-degree brib-
ery in connection with a bid-rigging
scheme. Mr. Berman is charged with
allegedly accepting over $13,000
worth of window glass and doors
installed at his South Plainfield home
by Metropolitan from 2004 to 2008
in exchange for making written rec-
ommendations that the Westfield
BOE appoint the company as the
“contractor of record” for the dis-
trict. Mr. Berman remains on unpaid
leave from the Westfield BOE while
Interim Business Administrator
Vincent Yaniro is paid $650 per day.

The hiring of a forensic account
has been ordered by the Westfield
BOE. Lorre Korecky, BOE spokes-
person, stated that process is still
underway. It is uncertain at this time
how much money the district could
have saved if they had not been co-
erced into the fraudulent contracts.

“I can tell you that since this situa-
tion is still in deliberation we [the
BOE] are unable to comment at this
time,” Ms. Korecky said. “Thank
goodness that he [Vincent Yaniro]

was available as an interim and has
done a good job.”

When asked whether or not the
Scotch Plains Board of Education
(BOE) would hire a forensic accoun-
tant, Anthony DelSordi, Business
Administrator for BOE told The Scotch
Plains-Fanwood Times, “We haven’t
taken any steps at this time. We going
to wait and see what the final determi-
nation is and if we had any dealings
with any of the companies involved
and it is found we suffered a financial
impact, we will determine what steps
to take at that time.”

Also charged in connection to the
case are John Sangiuliano, 56, of
Scotch Plains, co-owner of Metro-
politan Metal Window Company;
Martin W. Starr 44, of Cliffwood
Beach, owner of Starr Contracting,
and Stephen M. Gallagher, 50, of
Cliffwood Beach, owner of East Com-
mercial Construction and Tara Con-
struction.

Fanwood Candidates
Forum Next Thursday
FANWOOD — Fanwood candi-

dates for mayor and the two seats on
the borough council will discuss their
views during a televised forum at
Borough Hall next Thursday, Octo-
ber 27. The public is invited. Doors
open at 7 p.m.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – Two Republican
candidates for the Union County
Board of Chosen Freeholders, Andy
Smith of Summit and Edwin Ortiz of
Elizabeth, say the current Demo-
cratic-controlled board lacks account-
ability to county residents.

Mr. Smith, an attorney from Sum-
mit with a private practice, said ac-
countability needs to be brought to
the nine-member freeholder board,
noting that Democrats have held the
majority on freeholder seats for 15
years.

He said, based on the findings of
Union County Prosecutor Ted
Romankow’s report on the 2010
MusicFest, “There is a serious prob-
lem there,” saying the report showed
that the county was spending in ex-
cess of $1 million annually on the
event, despite previous county offi-
cials saying it cost less than half that
amount.

“A lot of the things that we (Repub-
licans) have been saying for years are
starting to come out to be the case.
Because the Democrats have con-
trolled the freeholder board for so
long, that’s why we are seeing some
of these things,” Mr. Smith said.

Mr. Ortiz added the freeholders

need to “tighten their belts” on spend-
ing “like everybody else.”

“We have to streamline everything,
so if we don’t have MusicFest, so be
it,” Mr. Ortiz said. “It doesn’t make
any sense to me why we are spending
money there rather than focusing on
where the real needs are.”

Mr. Smith added that the total cost
of MusicFest is not the only issue.
“The bottom line is that there were
tens of thousands of dollars that were
misplaced. They were overpaying
vendors by tens of thousands or more.
It’s simple corruption.”

He also took a shot at Freeholder
Dan Sullivan over a report that his
sister-in-law “gets a $50,000-a-year,
no-show job” with the Union County
Alliance, the board of which includes
representatives from business, edu-
cation, industry and government in
Union County.

“That stuff (MusicFest and nepo-
tism) isn’t partisan; that isn’t Demo-
crat, that isn’t Republican. The things
that are coming out now — the cor-
ruption, the nepotism, the waste –
those go beyond party lines. That’s
why we believe we need some ac-
countability,” Mr. Smith said.

Mr. Ortiz, an Elizabeth resident
who moved to New Jersey from New

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

WESTFIELD – During an inter-
view at The Times office conducted
by editor Paul Peyton, Union County
Freeholder incumbents Angel Estrada
of Elizabeth and Chris Hudak of Lin-
den spoke in favor of extending the
lease between Covanta Energy and
the Union County Utilities Authority
for operation of the county garbage
incinerator in Rahway, as well as
continuation of the annual week-long
MusicFest at Oak Ridge Park in Clark.
Joining them during the interview
held Monday morning was running
mate Vernell Wright of Union.

Mr. Estrada, who ran the now
closed Elizabeth Motor Vehicle Ser-
vices agency, was first elected as a
freeholder in 1999 and has served as
both vice-chairman and chairman as
well as chairman of the board’s fiscal
affairs committee. Mr. Hudak was
appointed by the county Democratic
Committee to fill a vacancy in De-
cember. He previously ran the
Rahway Motor Vehicle Services of-
fice and had worked in the office of

the late state Senator Joseph Suliga.
Ms. Wright, a retired school prin-

cipal and teacher, said she wants to be
“a voice for people; to be a voice for
people who may not have felt they
have been heard,” from young people
to senior citizens.

Speaking on the Covanta lease, Mr.
Estrada said the county saw an op-
portunity to try and get a share of the
sale of revenues generated from elec-
tricity at the Union County Resource
Recovery Facility (garbage incinera-
tor). The county is to get a share of
those revenues in the last few years of
the lease extension.

Mr. Estrada said the seven towns
that did not sign long-term contracts
with the UCUA in the late 1990s
“have long realized that’s not a good
position to be in.” He said in those
towns, like Westfield, Scotch Plains,
Fanwood and Cranford, residents
“negotiate privately with the local
vendors (and) that has an impact.”

“What we have done is introduce a
$12-per-ton [reduction]” in the tip-
ping fee at the incinerator, Mr. Estrada
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Scotch Plains Urges Fanwood To
Combine Police Dispatch Services

By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

SCOTCH PLAINS — In an effort
to accelerate the proposed merger of
their police departments, Scotch
Plains officials are urging their
Fanwood counterparts to allow po-
lice dispatch services for the two
towns to be handled by Scotch Plains
instead of by Union County. Such a
move would mean that Fanwood
would have to end its arrangement
under which the county handles dis-
patch services for the borough.

At Tuesday’s township council
meeting, Mayor Nancy Malool said
that allowing the county to handle

dispatch for Scotch Plains would cost
the township $200,000 annually. This
is more than twice the $80,000 the
county charges Fanwood. The mayor
noted that police dispatchers in Scotch
Plains perform additional duties such
as data entry, non-emergency calls
and other routine public assistance,
so even if the county were to handle
Scotch Plains police dispatch, the
township would still need to hire per-
sonnel to perform those extra tasks,
at a cost of $130,000 to $170,000 per
year. In total, then, dispatch services
for both towns would cost well in
excess of $400,000 if the county were
to provide those services.

If Scotch Plains handled dispatch
for both towns as part of a merged
police department, the mayor said,
Fanwood would only pay about
$55,000 per year, according to a town-
ship estimate, with Scotch Plains’
side of the expense being about
$205,000, meaning the total cost to
both towns would be about $260,000.
“The logical step is for Fanwood to
be dispatched from Scotch Plains,”
Mayor Malool said. She called the
matter a “critical issue” and said it
would be a “stumbling block” if both
towns’ police departments could not
be dispatched from one location.

In a letter sent this week to Fanwood
Mayor Colleen Mahr, Mayor Malool
repeated much of what she said at
Tuesday’s meeting, telling her
Fanwood counterpart that the issue
of dispatch needed to be resolved
before a merger of the police depart-
ments could go forward. “It does not
make financial sense for Scotch Plains
to move dispatch to the county, but it
does make financial sense for
Fanwood to move dispatch to Scotch
Plains,” Mayor Malool wrote in the
letter, a copy of which was obtained
by The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times.

“It is now time for Fanwood to
make a decision,” the letter con-
cludes, asking Fanwood officials
whether they want to continue to be
dispatched by the county, “thereby
possibly preventing the likelihood
of a merger” between the police de-
partments, or agreeing to be dis-
patched by Scotch Plains. Noting
that the township has delayed hiring
and promotions, Mayor Malool
wrote, “We cannot wait much longer.
Our department is at a standstill and
we are at a crossroads.”

At Tuesday’s meeting, Councilman
Kevin Glover criticized Mayor
Malool for “having put a stake
through” the county’s dispatch pro-
posal, and called for an independent
audit to confirm the actual costs of
police dispatch services to both towns.
He said the county’s proposal should
be “given more thought,” calling it
“too significant a matter to just let
wilt on the vine.” But the mayor re-
peated that the county plan was “just
too expensive” and called the joint
dispatch alternative a “no-brainer.”

In other business, the council put
off a vote on an ordinance to restrict
parking on several streets around
Brunner Elementary School so that
the governing body can meet with the
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