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HERMOSAS SEÑORAS, HERMOSO DÍA...Westfield residents Arlene Romeo,
Jill Pierce and Cynthia Wolfe enjoy The Westfield Leader on a beautiful day in
Toledo, Spain.

Freeholder DEMS Comment
On Trash Deal, MusicFest

Smith, Ortiz Say Freeholder
Spending Is Out of Control

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – Two Republican can-
didates for the Union County Board of
Chosen Freeholders, Andy Smith of Sum-
mit and Edwin Ortiz of Elizabeth, say the
current Democratic-controlled board
lacks accountability to county residents.

Mr. Smith, an attorney from Summit
with a private practice, said accountabil-
ity needs to be brought to the nine-mem-
ber freeholder board, noting that Demo-
crats have held the majority on freeholder
seats for 15 years.

He said, based on the findings of Union
County Prosecutor Ted Romankow’s re-
port on the 2010 MusicFest, “There is a
serious problem there,” saying the report
showed that the county was spending in
excess of $1 million annually on the
event, despite previous county officials
saying it cost less than half that amount.

“A lot of the things that we (Republi-
cans) have been saying for years are
starting to come out to be the case. Be-
cause the Democrats have controlled the
freeholder board for so long, that’s why
we are seeing some of these things,” Mr.
Smith said.

Mr. Ortiz added the freeholders need
to “tighten their belts” on spending “like
everybody else.”

“We have to streamline everything, so
if we don’t have MusicFest, so be it,” Mr.
Ortiz said. “It doesn’t make any sense to
me why we are spending money there
rather than focusing on where the real
needs are.”

Mr. Smith added that the total cost of
MusicFest is not the only issue. “The
bottom line is that there were tens of
thousands of dollars that were misplaced.
They were overpaying vendors by tens of
thousands or more. It’s simple corrup-
tion.”

He also took a shot at Freeholder Dan
Sullivan over a report that his sister-in-
law “gets a $50,000-a-year, no-show job”
with the Union County Alliance, its board
of which includes representatives from
business, education, industry and gov-
ernment in Union County.

“That stuff (MusicFest and nepotism)
isn’t partisan; that isn’t Democrat, that
isn’t Republican. The things that are
coming out now — the corruption, the
nepotism, the waste – those go beyond
party lines. That’s why we believe we
need some accountability,” Mr. Smith
said.

Mr. Ortiz, an Elizabeth resident who
moved to New Jersey from New York
eight years ago and is a branch manager
for a security company, said the board
needs “fresh blood that’s going to be
holding everything and everyone account-
able.”

Speaking on the extension of the Union
County Utilities Authority’s (UCUA)
lease with Convanta Energy for the county
incinerator in Rahway, Mr. Smith said
towns like Summit that have contracts
with the UCUA “are going to pay, under
this deal, more for their garbage than
people shipping their garbage in from
Staten Island.”

Mr. Smith said county officials have
said publicly that the reason for the deal
is “so that the county could borrow 200
million more dollars to pay for their ad-
diction to spending.” He called the con-
tract extension an “insider deal.” “It’s
just adding to the (county) debt,” Mr.
Smith said.

On the county budget and debt, Mr.
Smith said Union County has the fifth
highest tax rate as a percentage of income
among 3,000 counties in the nation. He
said the county budget is nearly $500
million while debt is also over a half a
billion dollars. “The preliminary num-
bers are saying we were third in debt of all
the counties in New Jersey,” Mr. Smith

said.
“The taxpayers of Union County just

got a 5-percent tax increase. And the only
reason it wasn’t a 7-percent tax increase
is because the state stepped in and
wouldn’t allow $5.7 million in additional
spending that the county wanted to
spend,” Mr. Smith said. He said freehold-
ers have not taken responsibility for tax
increases. “They have the ability to cut
the budget. They have the ability to re-
duce your taxes. They didn’t.”

Mr. Smith said the hockey rink pro-
posal at Oak Ridge Park would likely
cost “tens of millions of dollars.” The
county is considering a new rink rather
than renovating the Warinanco Rink,
which is estimated to cost over $10 mil-
lion.

“You have to look at it through the
prism of a tax base that is over taxed to
begin with and that you have an out-of-
control debt problem. We have to take a
serious look at whether or not we are
going to be able to do these things,” Mr.
Smith said.

Mr. Ortiz said the county needs instead
to focus on reducing county debt.

Looking at the 9-0 Democratic majority
that has been in place since 1998, Mr.
Smith said, “We need someone else in
there, even if it’s the two of us and seven
of them. We need someone there to hold
them accountable for what they are doing.
It goes beyond partisan politics. It goes to
‘let’s do something about this corruption,
this nepotism, this waste that’s being re-
ported’” in the media, Mr. Smith said.

In addition, the candidates said they
are opposed to spending $20 million to
construct a banquet facility at the Gallop-
ing Hill Golf Course. “Those golf courses
should make money, but right now we
need tax relief,” Mr. Smith said.

“It seems that they (Democratic free-
holders) have this habit of rubber stamp-
ing everything. They don’t sit down and
debate,” said Mr. Ortiz, who previously
served on a community board in the
Bronx, N.Y., one of 59 community boards
in New York City.

Mr. Smith added that if he and Mr.
Ortiz are elected, “the meetings are going
to be longer,” noting that at a recent
meeting he was eight minutes late and the
multi-page agenda of resolutions was
already approved.

Visit http://www.goleader.com/
11_election/UC_GOP_video.htm to see
the entire interview.

By PAUL J. PEYTON
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader

WESTFIELD – During an interview
at The Times office conducted by editor
Paul Peyton, Union County Freeholder
incumbents Angel Estrada of Elizabeth
and Chris Hudak of Linden spoke in
favor of extending the lease between
Covanta Energy and the Union County
Utilities Authority for operation of the
county garbage incinerator in Rahway,
as well as continuation of the annual
week-long MusicFest at Oak Ridge Park
in Clark. Joining them during the inter-
view held Monday morning was run-
ning mate Vernell Wright of Union.

Mr. Estrada, who ran the now closed
Elizabeth Motor Vehicle Services
agency, was first elected as a freeholder
in 1999 and has served as both vice-
chairman and chairman as well as chair-
man of the board’s fiscal affairs com-
mittee. Mr. Hudak was appointed by the
county Democratic Committee to fill a
vacancy in December. He previously
ran the Rahway Motor Vehicle Services
office and had worked in the office of the
late state Senator Joseph Suliga.

Ms. Wright, a retired school principal
and teacher, said she wants to be “a voice
for people; to be a voice for people who
may not have felt they have been heard,”
from young people to senior citizens.

Speaking on the Covanta lease, Mr.
Estrada said the county saw an opportu-
nity to try and get a share of the sale of
revenues generated from electricity at the
Union County Resource Recovery Facil-
ity (garbage incinerator). The county is to
get a share of those revenues in the last
few years of the lease extension.

Mr. Estrada said the seven towns that
did not sign long-term contracts with the
UCUA in the late 1990s “have long real-
ized that’s not a good position to be in.”
He said in those towns, like Westfield,
Scotch Plains, Fanwood and Cranford,
residents “negotiate privately with the
local vendors (and) that has an impact.”

“What we have done is introduce a
$12-per-ton [reduction]” in the tipping
fee at the incinerator, Mr. Estrada said.

Mr. Hudak said the Summit Common
Council has opted not to proceed with the
lease extension through 2031 at this time.
The council’s current lease agreement
expires in 2023. He said if Summit does
not approve the extension, “it would cost
their taxpayers $92,000” over the re-
maining 12 years. “So almost a million
dollars that Summit taxpayers would lose
out on by not accepting the refinancing.
And in [2023] they are going to see even
higher rates because their agreement with
the county will have expired and they
will be forced to re-negotiate,” Mr. Hudak
said. “It really comes down to tax relief
(for taxpayers).”

Mr. Estrada noted that non-contract
towns also would receive a per-ton-
nage credit for amount of waste dis-
posed at the incinerator. “This is a free
country… We have given everybody
the opportunity [to sign contracts with
the UCUA]. If they choose not to par-
ticipate, hopefully they will be able to
explain to their constituents the finan-
cial impact that it will have on their
operations.”

The candidates also discussed the
MusicFest report.

“We read that prosecutor’s report.
We take it very seriously,” Mr. Hudak
said. “I think we are going to look at the
outcome of this year’s event,” which he
said was already planned when Union
County Prosecutor Ted Romankow is-
sued his report. “People like the event.
Tens of thousands are coming to Union
County. It’s a signature event.”

“We are going to carefully study

how the event was conducted in terms
of going forward,” Mr. Hudak said.

He said many concertgoers are com-
ing from outside the county and thus
creating a positive economic impact for
county businesses. Mr. Hudak said the
county has commissioned the Bloustein
School of Planning and Public Policy
at Rutgers University to conduct an
economic assessment of the county in-
cluding the impact of MusicFest on the
economy.

Mr. Hudak said county programs
need to be evaluated annually on their
merits. “Where we can improve, we
will.”

Mr. Estrada added that the results of
the prosecutor’s report were “unfortu-
nate.” He said the county revisits
MusicFest every year to see where im-
provements can be made. Mr. Estrada
said one of the positives of MusicFest
is that the county has been able to
“engage the youth of Union County.”

Discussing the county debt, which
stands at $560 million, Mr. Estrada
said the county is “way below” the
amount of debt allowed per state stipu-
lations. “We monitor that very closely
and we make decisions based on future
programs. We also have a responsibil-
ity to generate jobs,” Mr. Estrada said.
Mr. Hudak added that credit agencies
“look upon Union County in a very
favorable light,” citing the county’s
AAA bond rating.

“We take projects based on, number
one, the need assessments; number two,
the funding mechanism that is going to
be gained,” Mr. Estrada said, noting
that some projects may generate rev-
enue, such as the proposed new hockey
rink, while other projects may not. Some
projects may be funded out of the
county’s open space funding, Mr.
Estrada said.

In terms of shared services, Mr.
Estrada said the county offers town-
purchasing agreements for favorable
pricing on products such as road salt,
gasoline, etc. He said the county is
trying to expand purchasing with other
counties “as best as we can.” Mr. Hudak
added that the county holds annual
shared-services conferences whereby
all 21 towns in the county participate.

“One of the things the county has
done very well is to step in when mu-
nicipalities are in crisis, and that is also
a shared service,” Mr. Hudak said, cit-
ing the county efforts in Cranford dur-
ing the aftermath of Hurricane Irene.

Speaking on the red-light cameras,
of which the county gains a share of
ticket revenues through agreements
with towns, Mr. Estrada said, “you can
see immediately a reduction in terms of
accidents.” Mr. Hudak said with the
cameras in place in his city, “You think
twice about making an illegal right…it
has changed, in my opinion, behavior.”

“Hopefully, we don’t make any
money on this deal,” Mr. Estrada said,
adding that public safety is the main
reason for the cameras. “If we save one
life, I think it is a job well done.”

case are John Sangiuliano, 56, of
Scotch Plains, co-owner of Metro-
politan Metal Window Company;
Martin W. Starr, 44, of Cliffwood
Beach, owner of Starr Contracting,
and Stephen M. Gallagher, 50, of
Cliffwood Beach, owner of East Com-
mercial Construction and Tara Con-
struction.
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department…we have some depart-
ments in the police department itself
where I think we can make some cuts,”
he said.

According to Mr. Kasko, the town is
down eight police officers and eight
firemen over the past six years. He
specifically cited the town’s parking
department, which was recently headed
up by a detective sergeant making
$115,000 a year. “I believe his talent,
his expertise was wasted,” he said as the
department was previously headed up
by a civilian employee for less money.

Mr. Kasko also cited the daily early
closure of the police records bureau,
and that residents are not seeing as
many police officers patrolling the
neighborhoods, leaving a feeling of
insecurity. According to Mr. Kasko
there are 31 patrol officers and 17 su-
pervisors. “Some might say that’s a
little top heavy,” he said. “If we reallo-
cate the resources we have currently
we can cut some costs.”

Mr. Kasko also suggested that Town
Engineer Kris MacAloon obtain a cer-
tified public works manager certifi-
cate, which would allow the town to
eliminate the Department of Public
Works (DPW) superintendent’s posi-
tion, cutting out the salary and benefits
for that individual.

He also suggested that the recycling
capabilities at the town recycling cen-
ter on Lamberts Mill Road be expanded
to include metals and household appli-
ances. He also suggested the town so-
licit area businesses to sponsor areas of
town parks in order to keep them clean,
similar to the adopt-a-highway pro-
gram which would help offset DPW
costs.

While Mr. Kasko feels he would be
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Independent Kasko
best suited to serve on the town council’s
Public Safety Committee if elected, he
stated, “I would be more than willing to
serve on any committee the mayor sees
fit.”

When asked about the current loca-
tion of the Central Avenue pedestrian
crossing signal, Mr. Kasko said, “I do
believe it should be relocated to the
intersection. I have studied this project
extensively…I know the town had
meetings, and they spoke with resi-
dents, which I think is the right thing to
do; however…I believe that it’s best
suited for an intersection.”

He said that the HAWK signal, which
originated in Tucson, Ariz., is safer at
the intersection to provide a safe cross-
ing for pedestrians and school chil-
dren. “You only have to look at the
number of accidents that have occurred
within the vicinity of that light over the
last six months to know that there’s a
problem.”

Mr. Kasko retired from the Westfield
Police Department as part of a lawsuit
settlement agreement, which also fol-
lowed a series of disciplinary hearings.
“I did retire in good standing with the
Westfield Police Department,” Mr.
Kasko pointed out.

Mr. Kasko acknowledged that those
watching TV36 or reading the newspa-
per see a little bit of an adversarial
relationship between himself and the
mayor and council. He said that is
because, “I am on the side of residents”
and explained that he met twice with
Mayor Andy Skibitsky to discuss things
he felt needed to be addressed at town
hall and, “I felt like I was ignored.”

To view the entire video interview,
go to goleader.com/11_election/WF-
W3-kasko.htm.

Horace R. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ROAD TO REELECTION…At a reelection fundraiser held Monday night at
Echo Lake Country Club in honor of Assemblyman Jon Bramnick, politicians
from across the region attended to show their support. Pictured, left to right, are:
Rep. Leonard Lance, Asm. Dave Rible, Asm. Bramnick, former governor Don
DiFrancesco, Asw. Nancy Munoz, Richard Baggar, Chief of Staff for Governor
Chris Christie, and Asm. Erik Petersen.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ON CAMERA...Candidates for Union County Freeholder discuss their views on
camera with Leader/Times assignment editor Paul Peyton. Pictured, left to right,
are: Mr. Peyton, GOP candidates Andrew Smith of Summit and Edwin Ortiz of
Elizabeth.

Benjamin B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader
ON CAMERA...Democrat candidates for County Freeholder discuss their views
with Leader/Times assignment editor Paul Peyton, left. Pictured are Angel
Estrada of Elizabeth, center, Chris Hudak of Linden and Vernell Wright of
Union Township. Three seats are up for grabs. See the videos at goleader.com.

ment, to contend with matters and not
have layoffs. In capital funding, an
“every other year” plan has been put in
place. She said the town has to maintain
over 100 miles of roads within its
capital budget.

Mr. LoGrippo said he feels for a lot
of the seniors who want to stay in town
but are facing increased taxes.

Mr. Foerst spoke of the state’s new 2-
percent cap on spending, saying it is
something that the town has been think-
ing about and acting on for several
years - having gone from 250 employ-
ees to now 200. He said it’s not some-
thing “new on our radar.”

On staffing of the fire department,
“We meet every safety standard that we
have to,” Mrs. Neylan said. “We are now
down six men,” she added. She said the
department has two eight-man platoons
and two seven-man platoons. “We had
an unusual amount of fires in the last few
months (Ferraro’s and Hamilton House
apartments). “Thank God there has not
been one fatality; I commend the fire-
men for what they do.”

“We had the ladder truck damaged
during Hurricane Irene and we’re look-
ing into the repairs/replacement,” she
said. Mr. Foerst said the system of
mutual aid in the county works where
towns help each other and that since
Westfield is a paid department where
others are volunteers, “more often than
not, we’re helping them.”

On public safety, Mr. Arena said of
the police, fire and department of pub-
lic works; “we are staffed at levels that
are more than adequate despite claims
from some during election time, silly
season.” Mr. LoGrippo praised Fire
Chief Dan Kelly and the fire depart-
ment.

As an anecdote, Mr. Arena recalled
that at 12:45 a.m. in the night of Hurri-
cane Irene, a tree fell, knocked down
electrical wires and started a large elec-
trical fire in the house next to his. The
firemen and police were immediately
there and told him, “Get back in your
house and we’ll take care of this.”

“To me, it was very reassuring that
they were taking care of a pretty scary
situation,” Mr. Arena added.

On claims by opponents that politi-
cal or financial pressures may unduly
influence decisions of the council; Mr.
Foerst said, “We live in this town too. If
there is a fire in my house, I want to
make sure there’s enough guys and
enough trucks to get there and save my
wife, my sons and my home. Rest
assured folks, we are never going to
compromise the safety of our own fami-
lies.”

Mr. Foerst said he heard from resi-
dents about how “superb” the response
of fire, police and DPW was in re-
sponding to problems caused by Hurri-
cane Irene.

Mr. LoGrippo said the crossing sig-
nal controversy near Central Avenue
and Clover Street is an issue he is
paying close attention to while listen-
ing to the comments of the experts and
the residents. He said that 25,000 cars
a day use Central Avenue, many com-
ing from the Garden State Parkway and
cutting through town to other loca-
tions. Parents for 30 years have been
hoping for improved safety for their
children crossing Central Avenue over
to Jefferson School. Safety must be the
most important consideration, he con-
cluded.

Mr. Foerst said he must listen to the
experts on the crossing signal matter,
not that of blogs by “an anonymous
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former police officer.”

“Thank God for the freedom of
speech,”  Mrs. Neylan said. “We wel-
come that they come and voice their
concerns... I wish we had some more
civility.”

Four-year councilman Frank
Arena, a resident since 1994, lives
with his wife Lori. They have two
children in high school. He is a busi-
nessman in the software industry
working in New York City.

Councilwoman Neylan is unopposed
in her third election. She has lived 20
years in town with her family; her
husband and three children (two are in
college and her daughter is in high
school). She is an attorney returning to
practice, recently joining Mr. Foerst’s
law firm.

Councilman LoGrippo is running in
his first election, having been appointed
to fill the unexpired term of Mark
Ciarrocca in the Third Ward. He has
been in Westfield for five years and
resides with his wife, Maria, and their
two small children. He is a telecommu-
nications executive.

A councilman since 2003, Mr. Foerst
is an attorney in Millburn and a resident
of Westfield since 1998. He lives with
his wife Cara and their two young sons,
Jamie and Collin.

The mayor and councilpersons in
Westfield are volunteers being paid $1
per year with no benefits and with no
pension. Election Day is Tuesday, No-
vember 8. The polls are open from 6
a.m. to 9 p.m. Westfield has two can-
didates for office in Wards One and
Four; one in Ward Two and three for
Ward Three.

work, getting the town through the
balance of the calendar year. Friends
President Debby Burslem said plans
are underway to extend the project
for another year, and the Friends
would commit to funding six of the
18 total months.

“This provides a humane way of
goose control in the park, by using
the border-collie dogs [to herd and
chase],” Mr. Gildea said. He esti-
mated the services cost around $1,000
per month.

Work has been ongoing daily, and
in the early stages, Mr. Gildea ex-
plained that the geese are being “con-
ditioned” to know that “this is not a
safe place to be.”

Mr. Gildea said the goose problem
had spilled over into surrounding resi-
dences, and complaints were coming
in from property owners in addition
to park patrons.

Mrs. Burslem said the goose con-
trol “bolsters the grading project that
we’re halfway through. A lot of dead
and dying trees are being taken down.
This is grading that has been needed
for 20 years. This is a $23,000 dona-
tion that the Friends are making for
the benefit of town and park patrons.
We’ve put almost $1 million of pri-
vate money into the park in 20 years.”

Fill and top soil will be placed to
bring soil levels up and ensure proper
draining. Mrs. Burslem said the goal
is to stop soil from getting into the
pond as well. After the bad trees are
removed and the grass is planted,
next spring, announcements will be
made about re-planting.

According to Westfield Leader ar-
chives, before a citizens committee
purchased the lake tract in 1907 and
turned it over to the town as a park
site, the park’s entranceway served
as “Peckham’s Dump.” Arthur
Pierson, chairman of the citizens com-
mittee, planned the park, dredged the
swamp and built the roadway that
now provides entrance to the park,
which began in 1918.
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cient), according to Ms. Emmons.
Mathematics scores were 88 percent
(32 percent Advanced Proficient).
Overall, mathematics scores continue
to improve.

“We have strong teachers and
strong curriculum. We have a better
handle on NJASK this year than last
year,” Ms. Emmons said.

Teaching students early test-tak-
ing skills, like filling in and erasing
the answer can assist students with
strategies, according to Ms. Emmons.

In other business, Superintendent
Teresa Quigley said that the district
addressed six incidents of bullying.
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