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GREEN RUNS FOR 3 TDs, ADDS 43 YD TD PASS TO WILLIAMSON; WITWICK, J.P. GET TDs

Cougars Topple Highlanders in Big Play Grid Game, 44-20
By DAVID B. CORBIN

Specially Written for The Westfield
Leader and The Times

Seven big offensive plays and
four key defensive plays set up all
the scoring in a showdown be-
tween the Governor Livingston
(GL) Highlanders and the hosting
Cranford High School football team
at Memorial Field on October 6.

Quarterback Reggie Green had
touchdown (TD) runs of 73 yards,
74 yards and five yards, respec-
tively, to total 227 yards rushing
and added a 43-yard TD strike to
wide receiver Ryan Williamson
to lead the 5-0 Cougars to a 44-
20 victory.

The Cougars totaled 339 yards
on the ground, and Green com-
pleted four of six passes, all to
Williamson, for 52 yards. Running
back Chris Witwick carried four
times for 52 yards, which included
a 39-yard TD sprint. Fullback JP
Christiano bashed 25 yards on
seven carries, including a one-
yard TD run. Adham McGuire had
five carries for 27 yards, and Jim
Dwyer had three carries for 21
yards in the fourth quarter.

Cougar defensive linebackers
Mike Klimek and Nick Diaz, along
with the defensive line, held the
Highlanders to 64 rushing yards
in the first half and only 34 in the
second half on 36 total carries.
The Cougars did get stung twice
on TD receptions of 59 yards and

68 yards by wide receiver Mike
Murphy. GL quarterback Rendyll
Moorman completed seven of 10
passes for 174 yards, but Klimek
intercepted one of his attempts.

“Our defense is the backbone
of our season, and we stepped
up. They put a 20 spot on the
board, but we responded well
when adversity came. When they
tried to get the momentum, we
stopped them cold,” Klimek said.

On GL’s first possession, after
he recorded a five-yard sack,

Diaz partially blocked a punt that
rolled dead on the Cougar 27.
Lightning struck immediately! On
the very first play, Green saw the
light, slipped through the middle

of the GL line and headed down
the right sideline for his 73-yard
TD with 7:57 left in the first
quarter. Troy Kettler kicked the
first of his six points after.

“The first one, I did an outside
sweep and faked it. We saw over
the middle it was wide open, and
there was great blocking on that
play. I cut to the hole and was
able to score,” Green explained.

Klimek thwarted a GL drive when
he tossed running back Andrew

Romeo for a four-yard loss, but a
good punt came to rest on the
Cranford 12-yard line. Three plays
later, from the 26, Green pushed
through the middle, was tempo-
rarily stalled, but he broke free
and sprinted for 74 yards for a TD
with 1:30 on the clock.

“The second one was an up-
the-middle play, and I thought
that I was going to get stuffed.
Then Jeff Weiss came and made
a great block. I got around there
and I got the score,” Green ex-
plained.

Next, GL pulled out the big play.
Moorman threw a pass to Murphy
down the right sideline. Green got
a hand on it, but the ball landed in
Murphy’s hands, which resulted in
the 59-yard TD reception with
11:48 left in the half.

Opportunity knocked again
when the Highlanders recovered
a botched pitchout at the Cranford
29. Four plays later, Romeo
bashed three yards for the TD.
The two-point conversion pass
to Justin Ennis tied the score with
7:25 on the clock.

Diaz added a 12-yard sack
forcing GL to punt from its end
zone, but the snap sailed over
the punter’s head and out of the
end zone for a safety. The Cou-
gars got possession on the GL 43
and quickly took advantage when
Green hit Williamson down the
right side for the TD to make the
score, 23-14.

“At first, we were going to go to
Witwick, but coach told me to
change it up and throw the outside
route. I saw that the corner wasn’t
playing really well on Williamson,
so I threw a good ball, and
Williamson made a good catch to
score for six,” Green said.

Klimek blocked a GL punt early
in the third quarter at the 12-
yard line. Five plays later,
Christiano plunged in from the
one. But GL also responded
quickly on a one-play, 68-yard
TD pass to Murphy to make the
score, 30-20, with 7:23 left in
the third quarter.

“We were expecting them to
pass, but I think it was just a
coverage mistake, but we re-
sponded well after that. We got
ourselves together and said, ‘no
more.’ We shut them down for
the rest of the second half,”
Klimek said.

Klimek was correct. Early in
the fourth quarter, the Cougars
scored on a six-play, 74-yard
drive, which included an elusive
42-yard run and a five yard TD
sprint from Green.

“Jimmy Dwyer made a great
block on that play. I tried to make
my way through the defense. I
thought that if I could weave, I
could get in back of the defenders,
and I could get down for a first
down with a big gain,” Green said.

Midway through the final quar-
ter, Witwick hooked around the
right side for a 39-yard TD run.

“5-0 sounds great, because
there were a lot of people doubt-
ing us. It is the first time we were
5-0 in a long time, so it’s great to
be 5-0,” Green said.

The Cougars will have a little
time to preparing for a trip to
face a strong Rahway team this
Saturday at 1 p.m.

“It’s good that we have a little
extra time to prep for Rahway. I
think we can take them down
next week,” Green said.

Gov. Livingston   0 14   6   0 20
Cranford 14   9   7 14 44

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
CLOSING IN ON A HIGHLANDER…Cougar linebacker Nick Diaz, No. 41,
closes in on Highlander quarterback Rendyll Moorman, No. 23.

Story also in The Westfield Leader newspaper
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Finishing was a concern of Head
Coach Kevin Ewing when his
Scotch Plains-Fanwood High
School girls soccer team totally
dominated Cranford on its sea-
son-opening game on Septem-
ber 8 but only came up with a 1-
0 victory.

At Memorial Field in Cranford
on October 7, the Lady Raiders,
once again, dominated on the
offensive side, but this time, they
grabbed a 3-0 victory over the
Lady Cougars.

The Raiders, who took eight
shots at goal in the first half, kept
maneuvering around the Cou-

gars’ 18-yard area, which put
relentless pressure on goalie Leah
Quinn and defenders Annie
Vollenbroek and Hannah DeMars.
Quinn made three saves in the
first half, but the Raiders man-
aged to score all three of their
goals during that time.

The first goal came when Jessie
Klein launched a corner kick from
the right side, and forward Sarah
Vanbuskirk charged the box in
time to head the ball into the net
with 25:20 on the clock.

“We had a corner kick from the
right side, and Jessie lofted a
perfect ball about at the penalty
side, and I was right there and hit
it into the back corner,”
Vanbuskirk explained.

Six minutes later, Raider Christy

Monroy drilled a shot from about
30 yards away on the left side,
and the ball caromed off the
crossbar. Annie Canone got to
the ball and headed it in to make
the score, 2-0.

“She hit it from the 30-yard line
and hit it right off the post, and I
banged it in with my head,”
Canone said.

Later in the half, Julie Glover
lofted a direct kick from the left
side over a defender’s head.
Vanbuskirk closed in and slid the
ball past Quinn for the score with
7:40 remaining in the half.

“Julie Glover hit a beautiful cross
from the left side across the box
to the right side. It went right
over the top of the defender’s
head. The goalie was coming to
get it, and I slid it past the goalie
into the back corner,” Vanbuskirk
said.

The Raiders’ constant aggres-
siveness in the first half gave the
Cougars’ offense little opportu-
nity to get off a shot on goal.

“We were all packed in. We
kept jumping in to get it. We
learned that we have to take
more shots, and we have to
spread the field a lot more, at-
tack and take advantage of all
our opportunities,” Canone said.

“We played Summit the other
day. We tied. Unfortunately, we
couldn’t finish. We had a million
opportunities, so that’s what we
were working on today. I think we
showed that we capitalized on our
opportunities,” Vanbuskirk said.

With a large number of substi-
tutions in the second half, the
Raiders still dictated the tempo.

“On games when we are up a
lot, we try to get everyone in the
game, so everyone gets an op-
portunity. Of course when new
people come on, it got a little
messy, but we stayed in there
and did not let any goals,”
Vanbuskirk said.

The Raiders’ defense did re-
ceive some pressure from the
Lady Cougars but rose to the
occasion and rejected any seri-
ous penetration.

“We have been playing really

well defensively. Today, Alyssa
Riporti was hurt, so Jodi Cornwell
came in and played a great game.
Christy Monroy cleared out and
Avi Shadmi were our main de-
fenders. They are doing a great
job. The first half, we kept it in

there [Cranford territory]. The
defense did their part. We [of-
fense] fell apart a little bit in the
second half. We got a little too
confident and started becoming
flatfooted, so the defense got a
little more of the action,”
Vanbuskirk said.

Sc. Pl.-Fanwood 3 0 3
Cranford 0 0 0

Congratulations goes to
Pat Gorman – Cougar
Head Wrestling Coach

Probitas Verus Honos

It is in The Leader!

See Girls Soccer Story

on

Page 15 – The Westfield Leader
David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times

BATTLING ALONG THE SIDELINE…Raider Christy Monroy, No. 13, and
Cougar Emily Lupin battle for possession of the ball in Cranford.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
GETTING TO THE BALL FIRST…Cougar defender Rachel Romano, No. 2,
gets to the ball before Raider Lea Salituro can kick it at Memorial Field.

VANBUSKIRK NETS 2 GOALS, CANONE SCORES ONE; MONROY, KLEIN, GLOVER ASSIST

Raiders Score Early, Defeat Lady Cougars in Soccer, 3-0
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By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield

Leader and The Times

Three days after head coach
George Kapner was awarded his
1,000th varsity victory when for-
ward Henry Smith nailed the win-
ning goal in double overtime to
defeat 10th ranked Kearny, 2-1,
Smith snapped the Westfield High
School boys soccer team out of a
daydream with a pair of first-half
goals that led to a 3-0 victory
over Cranford at Orange Avenue
Field in Cranford on October 4.

“I was excited for him and our
team, because if we lost that, it
wouldn’t look good if we were 3-
5. They were 10 in the state, so
obviously, that was a big win,”
Smith said.

The Cougars had just come off
a 4-1 victory over undefeated, 7-
0 Bernards but neither they nor
the Blue Devils could establish a

major offensive until Smith got
position in the middle and ripped
a right-footed shot into the left
corner midway through the first
half.

“Sam Eliades played a driven
ball into the middle of the field,
and I took a good touch and
played it in front of me. I cut on
one kid then put it in on the left
side of the goal,” Smith ex-
plained.

Minutes before Smith’s second
goal, Cougar George El-Khoury
launched a direct kick from 30
yards out, which had Blue Devil
goalkeeper Joe Ohaus diving air-
borne to his left. The ball was
wide.

With approximately 15 min-
utes remaining in the half, Smith
got into a scramble in the box
and dropkicked the ball at the
jointure of the far post and the
crossbar. The ball ricocheted over
the goal line.

“Brett [Ripperger] got it into

the box. There was a scramble in
the box, and I was there to hit it
in. It was kind of a drop kick. It hit
off the corner and off the post
and it went in,” Smith described.

Minutes later, Blue Devil Noah
Rosenberg penetrated the box
and drilled a pointblank shot that
Cougar goalkeeper Zach Hoffman
absorbed. Then with less than
two minutes remaining in the
half, junior Shane Kronick slanted
down the middle and booted in
the third goal from 15 yards out.

“I got the ball from a teammate
[Anthony Valles]. I took a couple
of guys on, and my shot went
through. I was pretty close,”
Kronick explained.

Last year, Kronick was the setup
man to get good leads into 6’5”
Joe Greenspan, who was very
effective heading the ball into
the net. Greenspan has since
graduated, but this season,
Kronick has adjusted well coor-
dinating with his teammates.

“I have improved since last year
a lot, I feel. I am connecting with
my teammates and going more
for it, so we will see how the year
plays out,” Kronick said.

The Blue Devils finished the
half with nine shots on goal, and
Cougar keeper Hoffman had six
saves. Westfield played its bench
most of the second half and out-
shot the Cougars 5-1. Early in
the half, Blue Devil Jake Heroux
drilled a wicked shot that Hoffman
saved. Late in the game, Cougar
Andrew Gee launched a danger-
ous shot, but Blue Devil backup

keeper Justin Coelho made a div-
ing save.

“We didn’t play our best men-
tally, because we were probably
daydreaming, maybe took this
game lightly coming off a big
win. But I think there were parts
of the game where we did play
hard, outplayed them, and that
led to our three goals,” Smith
said. “It definitely was not our
best game. We should have
played better, but we got the
win.”

Westfield 3 0 3
Cranford 0 0 0

BLUE DEVIL SMITH NAILS PAIR OF GOALS, BLUE DEVIL KRONICK KICKS PUTS IN 1 GOAL

Soccer Blue Devils Wake Up with 3-0 Win over Cougars

Cougar Gymnasts Edge
Blue Devils, 108.1-107.25

Four days after coming in sec-
ond behind Cranford at the Cou-
gar Classic Invitational, the
Westfield High School gymnastics
team lost to the Cranford Cougars
in an exciting and much closer
meet, 108.1-107.25, at Westfield
High School on October 4.

Although it was the Blue Devils’
highest team total of the season,
they fell to 4-2, losing to two
schools ranked in the top 10 in
the state. Cranford remained
unbeaten at 6-0.

The Blue Devils got a boost from
a few competitors starting to re-
turn to the lineup after missing
meets due to injuries, including
Lindsay Ripperger who competed
on uneven bars after missing all of
the 2010 season and the first five
meets of the 2011 season.

Cougar Alexandra Puryear took
top all-around honors with a 36.9,
followed by teammate Mary Kate
Walch at 36.3. Blue Devil fresh-
man Jenna Rizkalla had a 34.85.
Walch took top all-around hon-
ors in the vault with a 9.45,

Rizkalla was second at 9.325 and
Puryear was third at 9.2. Blue
Devil freshman Hannah Goldring
scored a 9.0. Blue Devils
Christana Psyhojos and Kelly
Vasel had scores of 8.5. Cougars
Emily Grable and Casey Sciascia
had scores of 8.65.

Puryear took first on the un-
even bars with a 9.3, followed by
Blue Devil sophomore Abby Cook
at 8.75, Walch at 8.725 and
Ripperger at 8.625. Blue Devil
senior Kaitlyn Johnson scored an
8.6, and Cougar Sciascia scored
an 8.4.

Cook captured first on the bal-
ance beam with a 9.55. Puryear
was second at 9.45 and Walch
was third at 8.875. Cougar Sara
LoBue was fourth with an 8.8.
Psyhojos scored an 8.75 and
Hannah Goldring had an 8.725.

Cook also took first on the floor
exercise with a 9.55, followed by
Walch at 9.25. Blue Devil senior
Sara Shields and Grable tied for
third at 9.15. Puryear had an
8.95 and Vasel had an 8.725.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING A VALIANT ATTEMPT…Blue Devil goalkeeper Joe Ohaus goes airborne in an effort to block a shot off the
foot of Cougar George El-Khoury. The Blue Devils won, 3-0, at Orange Avenue Field in Cranford on October 4

Story also in The Westfield Leader newspaper
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