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Soccer Blue Devils  Wake Up
With 3-0 Win over Cougar Boys
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Cougars Beat GL
In Football, 44-20

Blue Devils Stop Cougars in Field Hockey
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Blue Devils Bury Farmer Gridders, 37-35
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and drove 78 yards on 11 plays to
knot the score with 4:43 on the clock.
O’Rourke had a 24-yard run, Ondi
had a 36-yard reception, Stravach
had a 10-yard reception and Mitchell
plunged one yard for the TD.

Defensive tackle Ryan Elliott
stopped quarterback Doug Carter for
no gain on the next series to force a
punt. O’Rourke returned the punt
from the Westfield 45 into Union
territory. A facemask penalty gave
Westfield possession on the Union
32. With 15 seconds left in the half,
Jon Gribbin booted a 23-yard field
goal, making the score, 10-7.

The Blue Devils held the 3-2 Farm-
ers to just 33 total yards in the first half
and allowed only 27 rushing yards to
running back Bogan. But the situation
changed drastically in the second half
when Bogan amassed another 265
yards and four more TDs on 26 carries
to finish with 292 yards rushing.

“They just stuffed it up the middle.
We knew what to do, but he managed
to pull it off somehow,” Johnson said.

“Their offensive line gave a great
push, and once that kid gets going,
he’s not going to stop. He’s got in-
credible speed,” O’Rourke said.

Union marched 73 yards on 13
plays to take a 14-10 lead with 5:57
on the clock. Bogan accounted for 64
rushing yards. But Ondi received the
ensuing kickoff and returned it 39

yards to the Union 39 where he was
horse-collared. On the second play,
Ondi made them pay with a 17-yard
reception to the one, and Mitchell
pushed in for the TD with 4:48 left in
the third quarter.

“They were ready to play in the
second half, and we weren’t. You
could see that from their first drive.
They managed to ram it down our
throat, but we knew we had to come
right back. Pete gave us a great return
right after, and that set things up,”
O’Rourke said.

It took just one play for the Farmers
to retake the lead, 21-17, when Bogan
cut through the middle and swerved
down the left sideline for a 92-yard TD
with 4:24 on the clock. But the seesaw
bounced in the other direction, and
Westfield drove 75 yards on eight plays
for the next score when O’Rourke
sprinted in from the five with 22 sec-
onds left in the third quarter.

Early in the fourth quarter, Johnson
made the first of his two fumble recov-
eries to give Westfield possession at
the Union 28. Two plays later, Brendan
Dugan ran 21 yards for the TD to give
the Blue Devils what seemed to be a
comfortable, 31-21, lead.

Later O’Rourke intercepted a pass
after Johnson managed to tip it away
from a Farmer receiver, then Johnson
jarred a Farmer drive with his second
recovered fumble.

“The first one was just a bad fumble.
I was in the right spot at the right time.
The ball was right there, and I dove on
it. The second one was Dylan Elliott
[stripped the ball],” Johnson said.

“They had some big yardage on
those plays. The ball just squirted
out. Luckily one of us was there to
come up with it,” O’Rourke added.

Time and energy was running
down, but the Farmers added a 70
scoring drive when Bogan ran in from
the nine with 2:27 remaining. The
Farmers followed with a successful
onsides kick to take over at the Union
42. In the drive, Deam Mulzac had a
34-yard reception, placing the ball on
the five where Bogan added his fifth
TD to give Union a 35-31 lead with
just 38 seconds remaining.

The intensity of the seesaw match
did take its toll on several players and

both teams were battling to keep their
composure.

“When you have games like this
where it’s a grinding match between
two teams, you can’t afford to go out.
Everybody was struggling, cramping.
It was hot. Everybody was going down,
but our team was the one, who had
more heart. Everybody tried to stay in
and fight. Everybody, who was on the
field did their jobs,” Ondi said.

The Blue Devils got the job done.
After a squib kick was recovered by
Westfield, Mitchell (12 completions,
18 attempts, 162 yards) hit Ondi for
24 yards, Stravach for four yards and
Ondi again for eight yards. After a
five-yard penalty, Mitchell hit Ondi,
who dove out of bounds at the Union
23 with seven seconds remaining.
Stravach grabbed O’Rourke’s pass
just in front of the goal and made it a
point to cross it.

“It was one of the craziest endings
I have ever seen. It was a great win,”
Johnson said.
Union   0   7 14 14 35
Westfield   0 10 14 13 37

into overtime yesterday with fatigue
setting in and just being mentally
tough. We were a step behind today,”
Cougar Head Coach Jessica
Berkowitz said.

Both defenses were extremely
stingy, especially for most of the first
half. But in the final two minutes of
the half, the Blue Devils put on a
surge to record three of their four
penalty corners, which put pressure
on Cougar goalie Jess McCoy and
her defenders. Both teams were sta-
tistically even in the half with four
shots at the goal and two stops by
each goalkeeper. The Cougars had
five penalty corners.

Parody continued until the final 13
minutes when the Blue Devils broke
loose with a continuous offense as-
sault. With 12:40 on the clock,
Mastrocola seemingly scored, but the
goal was negated due to a ball move-
ment violation.

“It was really frustrating, because
we worked really hard to get it down
there,” said Mastrocola, who said that
center forward Meg Anderson, “car-
ried it into the circle and passed it to
me. I shot on goal and scored.”

Five minutes later, Mastrocola won
a scramble inside the circle and scored.

“We used our motivation to get an-
other goal. We knew we could. It came

back off the goalie’s pads, and I shot it
in the corner,” Mastrocola explained.

“Sometimes it takes us a little while
to warm up and get going. Once they
finally did and they got that goal, and
they got it taken away, I think they
just could taste it. They needed to get
it back. It was a really even game. It
was back-and-forth, but I think we
went after it, and we got what we
wanted,” Coach Durante said.

The Blue Devils added nine more
penalty corners in the second half,
and a large portion of the time, the
girls would look to set up links Halsey
Urban, who could pack a wicked shot.

“We have Halsey, but we have a lot
of other good girls with good shots on
the circle, so we tried to mix it up.
Keep it a little surprising, so they
don’t know what’s coming,” Coach
Durante said.

Links Meg Anderson was also in
on the action.

“She is quiet but deadly,” Coach
Durante noted.

The Cougars did have their oppor-
tunities also and put the Blue Devils’
defense to the test where defenders
Kelly Gray and Olivia Pecora were
required to deflect several shots.

“Kelly came up a few times, way
out and made some good saves. Olivia
Pecora also came out a lot of times in
the middle to get it out of the circle.
We need them to mark up when we
are in the circle and not leave anyone
open to chance to get their stick on it,”
Coach Durante said.

“I think positively, if we see
Westfield again, in our eyes, we all feel
we played a pretty rough game today,
so we would like to have revenge. At
least, it was a good lesson to learn. We
look forward to be able to play them
again,” Coach Berkowitz said.
Westfield 0 1 1
Cranford 0 0 0

on that play. I tried to make my way
through the defense. I thought that if
I could weave, I could get in back of
the defenders, and I could get down
for a first down with a big gain,”
Green said.

Midway through the final quarter,
Witwick hooked around the right side
for a 39-yard TD run.

“5-0 sounds great, because there were
a lot of people doubting us. It is the first
time we were 5-0 in a long time, so it’s
great to be 5-0,” Green said.

The Cougars will have a little time
to preparing for a trip to face a strong
Rahway team this Saturday at 1 p.m.

“It’s good that we have a little extra
time to prep for Rahway. I think we
can take them down next week,”
Green said.
Gov. Livingston   0 14   6   0 20
Cranford 14   9   7 14 44

a scramble in the box and dropkicked
the ball at the jointure of the far post
and the crossbar. The ball ricocheted
over the goal line.

“Brett [Ripperger] got it into the
box. There was a scramble in the box,
and I was there to hit it in. It was kind
of a drop kick. It hit off the corner and
off the post and it went in,” Smith
described.

Minutes later, Blue Devil Noah
Rosenberg penetrated the box and
drilled a pointblank shot that Cougar
goalkeeper Zach Hoffman absorbed.
Then with less than two minutes
remaining in the half, junior Shane
Kronick slanted down the middle
and booted in the third goal from 15
yards out.

“I got the ball from a teammate
[Anthony Valles]. I took a couple of
guys on, and my shot went through. I
was pretty close,” Kronick explained.

Last year, Kronick was the setup
man to get good leads into 6’5” Joe
Greenspan, who was very effective

heading the ball into the net.
Greenspan has since graduated, but
this season, Kronick has adjusted well
coordinating with his teammates.

“I have improved since last year a
lot, I feel. I am connecting with my
teammates and going more for it, so
we will see how the year plays out,”
Kronick said.

The Blue Devils finished the half
with nine shots on goal, and Cougar
keeper Hoffman had six saves. Westfield
played its bench most of the second
half and out-shot the Cougars 5-1. Early
in the half, Blue Devil Jake Heroux
drilled a wicked shot that Hoffman
saved. Late in the game, Cougar An-
drew Gee launched a dangerous shot,
but Blue Devil backup keeper Justin
Coelho made a diving save.

“We didn’t play our best mentally,
because we were probably daydream-
ing, maybe took this game lightly
coming off a big win. But I think
there were parts of the game where
we did play hard, outplayed them,
and that led to our three goals,” Smith
said. “It definitely was not our best
game. We should have played better,
but we got the win.”
Westfield 3 0 3
Cranford 0 0 0
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1399 Wood Valley Road, Mountainside $459,000
Bright bi-level home features  open floor plan, perfect for entertaining! Located
on one of Mountainside’s picturesque streets, this home offers three bedrooms
on the first floor, including the master bedroom suite with its own private
bath, and a second full bath recently remodeled. An additional bedroom, family
room, laundry and half bath, along with an entrance to the attached garage
complete this comfortable home. Convenient to NYC transportation. Dir: New
Providence Rd. to Wood Valley Rd.; 1st house on left.

711 East Broad Street, Westfield $859,000
Stunning, beautifully renovated 10 room, 4 BR, 2 ½ bath Colonial w/gracious
entry Foyer; LR w/fplc. & crown molding; a sunken FDR; a wonderful Center
Island Kitchen which opens to the FR; a 1st floor Laundry, Powder Room &
Office w/custom built-in’s. Upstairs, the MBR features a walk-in closet & private
bath. CAC & hdwd.  floors. Nestled on a magnificently landscaped property w/
custom lighting, sprinkler system & mahogany front porch this home is
convenient to town, park and Wilson School.  Dir: on E. Broad Street, near N.
Chestnut St.

OPEN HOUSE: Sunday, October 16th • 1-4PM

Retreat to this spacious Westfield Colonial.  Central 
location with an “out-of-the-way” feel.  Enclosed porch, 
formal living room, large dining room, kitchen opens 
into family room.   1019 Irving Ave. $419,000.
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REALTOR®
EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

Do You Know How to Get the Best Value for Your Home?  

I Do.

For an appointment or information, please give me a call.

Open House 

Sunday Oct. 16, 1-4 p.m.

Go to www.goleader.com
Ballyhoo Sports for more
WF/Cranford boys soccer

Blue Devil Girls Rap
ALJ in Soccer, 3-0

The Westfield High School girls
soccer team defeated AL Johnson, 3-
0, in Westfield on October 11. Karli
Sottung scored early in the first half
and assisted Sarah Freer with her
goal in the second half. Alexandra
Tinfow, assisted by Jess Kenny, put in
the third goal for the 9-1 Blue Devils.

Blue Devil Boys Tie
Farmers in Soccer

Junior forward Henry Smith, on an
assist from Zach Scheil, scored to
give the 6-4-1 Westfield High School
boys soccer team a 1-1 tie with Union
in Union on October 11. Lucas Terci
scored for the 4-5-2 Farmers.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
MAKING THE NECESSARY GAINS…Blue Devil flanker Peter Ondi, No. 27, put big numbers up with eight receptions
for 118 yards. His last reception set up the winning touchdown pass.
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HIRING A TOP AGENT ISN’T EXPENSIVE … IT’S PRICELESS!

2086 Dogwood Drive, Scotch Plains $414,000
Lovingly maintained 3BR, 2 Bath Ranch w/inviting covered front porch; LR w/fplc.
open to DR w/slider to deck for easy outdoor entertaining; EIK; MBR w/private
Bath; full bsmt & 2 car garage - great for all your storage needs. Nestled on almost ½
acre lot in a neighborhood setting, this delightful home offers convenient &
comfortable one level living. DIR: Lambert's Mill to Shackamaxon to Dogwood Dr.

776 Norgate, Westfield $785,000
Immaculate move-in condition 4 Bedroom, 2.2 Bath Split is situated on nearly ½
acre of property. The spacious first floor is perfect for entertaining with its expansive
formal Living Room w/brick fplc.; formal Dining Room w/door to screened porch;
and Eat-In-Kitchen.  The large Family Room w/fplc. and powder room complete
the ground floor. The second floor offers 3 Bedrooms, including the Master
Bedroom Suite w/private bath, and a second full bath. The 3nd floor retreat boasts
a beautiful bedroom w/dressing alcove and two closets and a half bath. With
plenty of property for outdoor living, and located in a lovely neighborhood, this
home is ready for you! DIR: Shackamaxon to Norman to Norgate.
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