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VANBUSKIRK NETS 2 GOALS, CANONE SCORES ONE

Raiders Score Early, Defeat
Lady Cougars in Soccer, 3-0

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Finishing was a concern of Head
Coach Kevin Ewing when his Scotch
Plains-Fanwood High School girls
soccer team totally dominated
Cranford on its season-opening game
on September 8 but only came up
with a 1-0 victory.

At Memorial Field in Cranford on
October 7, the Lady Raiders, once
again, dominated on the offensive
side, but this time, they grabbed a 3-
0 victory over the Lady Cougars.

The Raiders, who took eight shots
at goal in the first half, kept maneu-
vering around the Cougars’ 18-yard

area, which put relentless pressure
on goalie Leah Quinn and defenders
Annie Vollenbroek and Hannah
DeMars. Quinn made three saves in
the first half, but the Raiders man-
aged to score all three of their goals
during that time.

The first goal came when Jessie
Klein launched a corner kick from
the right side, and forward Sarah
Vanbuskirk charged the box in time
to head the ball into the net with
25:20 on the clock.

“We had a corner kick from the
right side, and Jessie lofted a perfect
ball about at the penalty side, and I
was right there and hit it into the back
corner,” Vanbuskirk explained.

Six minutes later, Raider Christy
Monroy drilled a shot from about 30
yards away on the left side, and the
ball caromed off the crossbar. Annie
Canone got to the ball and headed it
in to make the score, 2-0.

“She hit it from the 30-yard line
and hit it right off the post, and I
banged it in with my head,” Canone
said.

Later in the half, Julie Glover lofted

O’ROURKE HITS STRAVACH FOR TD WITH 0:00 LEFT

Blue Devils Rally in a ‘Flash’;
Bury Farmer Gridders, 37-35

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Fifty-five yards in 38 seconds!
Fifty-five yards in 38 seconds! It hap-
pened at Gary Kehler Stadium on
October 7 when running back James
O’Rourke took a pitchout from quar-
terback Nate Mitchell and fired a
rifle over the middle to split end Mike
Stravach, who grabbed the ball in the
end zone with no time on the clock
for a 23-yard reception to give the
Westfield High School football team
a dramatic 37-35 victory over Union.

“We weren’t really sure why he
[Head Coach Jim DeSarno] called a
timeout. He said, ‘I got a play call.’
Usually I look at the receiver to the
left, because I am a lefty and I am
rolling that way. But we knew they
had a safety over top of him, so that
probably wouldn’t be open. He told
me to look for Stravach on the back-
side post. That’s what I did. I just had

to get it over the linebacker. He did
the rest. He made a great catch and
did a great job getting into the end
zone,” O’Rourke explained.

Big plays and big numbers high-
lighted the game from beginning to
end. Big play No. 1 came in the first
quarter. Linebacker Pat Johnson and
defensive end Mike LaFace combined
for a six-yard quarterback sack to
force a Farmer punt, the Blue Devils
got great field position on the Union
46 and drove to the two-yard line.
Farmer linebacker Taylor Graves
made big play No. 2 when he inter-
cepted Mitchell’s pass in the end zone.

“It hurts. It always hurts. You feel it
in your gut. There is nothing you can
say about it, but we rebounded. It’s
always until the last bell. You can’t
stop,” said cornerback/flanker Pete
Ondi, who put big numbers up with
eight receptions for 118 yards.

“We didn’t want to quit. It is tough

to come back from a start like that, to
get so close then turn the ball over.
We tried to forget about it and let it
go, and kept playing the game,” said
O’Rourke, who finished with 151
rushing yards on 30 carries.

The 4-1 Blue Devils’ disappoint-
ment continued when Jaumari Bogan
returned a punt 78-yards for a touch-
down (TD) two minutes into the sec-
ond quarter to give the Farmers a 7-0
lead.

“It happens! He’s a great player,
one of the best players in the county.
Again, you just got to take it. You
can’t quit. You can’t put your heads
down. You got to keep it up and keep
fighting,” Ondi said.

“We knew it was still early. We
wanted to try to eliminate big plays,
and we didn’t do that today,”
O’Rourke said.

The Blue Devils did come back

SMITH TIES IT, MARCOTULLIO NETS WINNER IN O.T.

Soccer Lady Blue Devils Sting
GL Highlanders in O.T., 2-1

By FRED LECOMTE
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Hampered by illness, credit must
be given to the overall Blue Devil
team’s performance, which swiftly
and consistently butted the ball into
Highlander territory, especially later
in the game. At the end, a timely shot
by Amanda Marcotullio in overtime
was what it took for the 7-1, 15th-
ranked Westfield High School girls
soccer team to get past previously
unbeaten (8-1-1) Governor
Livingston, 2-1, at Gary Kehler Sta-
dium in Westfield on October 4.

“Eight girls with the stomach flu
yesterday and five of them starters.
They told me they were all right and
I trusted them. They went out there,
and we looked slow and real slug-

gish,” Blue Devil Head Coach Alex
Schmidt said.

“I thought we started extremely
well the first 18 minutes. We had
them on their back foot, pinned them
deep several times and had the major-
ity of possession. They just did not
look comfortable; they did not look
like they were settled,” Highlander
Head Coach Mike Roof said.

With the exception of a five-minute
offensive flurry, the Highlanders
dominated early in the first half. Their
efforts were rewarded in the ninth
minute on a 25-yard back-flick by a
Blue Devil defender.

From that point on, the Blue Devils
mounted a vicious assault and never
let up until Mercedes Smith, on an
assist from Vicki Gagliano, ripped in

the first goal in the 62nd minute of
the second half.

“I kind of ran out in space, ” said
Smith. “Vicki Gagliano made a great
pass; I just turned around, shot and
the ball went right inside the right
corner of the net. We had a lot chances
down their by the goal, (19 to 3) we
just kept on pushing forward, which
was nice to see.”

“Well done for Governor
Livingston! They jumped on us, they
were in our end, pressing us and we
could not get out of our own end. A
back-flick by our defender into our
goal gave them the goal. The girls
woke up after that and I told the girls
that I was happy with them in the
locker room,” Coach Schmidt said.

SMITH NAILS PAIR OF GOALS, KRONICK KICKS ONE

Soccer Blue Devils Wake Up
With 3-0 Win over Cougars

By DAVID B. CORBIN
Specially Written for The Westfield Leader and The Times

Three days after head coach George
Kapner was awarded his 1,000th var-
sity victory when forward Henry
Smith nailed the winning goal in
double overtime to defeat 10th ranked
Kearny, 2-1, Smith snapped the
Westfield High School boys soccer
team out of a daydream with a pair of
first-half goals that led to a 3-0 vic-
tory over Cranford at Orange Avenue
Field in Cranford on October 4.

“I was excited for him and our
team, because if we lost that, it
wouldn’t look good if we were 3-5.
They were 10 in the state, so obvi-
ously, that was a big win,” Smith said.

The Cougars had just come off a 4-1
victory over undefeated, 7-0 Bernards
but neither they nor the Blue Devils
could establish a major offensive until
Smith got position in the middle and
ripped a right-footed shot into the left
corner midway through the first half.

“Sam Eliades played a driven ball

into the middle of the field, and I took
a good touch and played it in front of
me. I cut on one kid then put it in on the
left side of the goal,” Smith explained.

Minutes before Smith’s second
goal, Cougar George El-Khoury
launched a direct kick from 30 yards
out, which had Blue Devil goalkeeper
Joe Ohaus diving airborne to his left.
The ball was wide.

With approximately 15 minutes
remaining in the half, Smith got into
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David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SLIPPING THROUGH FOR A BIG GAIN…Blue Devil running back James O’Rourke, left, escapes the grasp of a Union
Farmer and heads for big yardage. O’Rourke threw the winning touchdown to Mike Stravach with 0:00 on the clock.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
BATTLING ALONG THE SIDELINES…Raider Erin Pierce, No. 7, and Cougar Danielle Jakubik, No. 4, battle for
possession of the ball as they dash down the sideline at Memorial Field in Cranford.

David B. Corbin for The Westfield Leader and The Times
SETTLING THE MOVEMENT OF THE BALL…Blue Devil Jake Heroux, No. 7, uses his chest to settle the ball as Cougars
George El-Khoury, No. 6, and Jake Waleski, No. 12, move in.

Fred Lecomte for The Westfield Leader and The Times
OUTMANEUVERING A HIGHLANDER…Blue Devil Catherine Kerr, front, tries to outmaneuver a Governor Livingston
Highlander defender in Westfield on October 4. The Blue Devils won, 2-1, in overtime.


