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We Should All Be Very Suspicious of
Aschenbach and His Ties to UC Dems

Candidate Kasko Discusses Police
Dept. Hiring and Taxpayer Efficiency
I was pleased to see Mr. LoGrippo

respond to my request for his posi-
tion on such matters as transparency
and public safety. He responded as
any appointee of the Mayor might
respond. He deflected and avoided.

Mr. LoGrippo indicates that the heads
of department are qualified individuals
but neglects to point out that the P.B.A.,
made up of members of the police
department, voted “no-confidence” in
the Chief of Police. The Town Council
has made no inquiry and the matter
remains in the shadows.

Mr. LoGrippo reminds us that tax
dollars must be spent wisely. The
Parking Department/Bureau within
the police department was headed by
a recently retired police detective ser-
geant with 25 years experience at a
salary of approximately $120,000.
The job requires no police experi-
ence and could easily be handled by
a civilian at a starting salary of about
$50,000. The previous head of the
parking department was a civilian
special policeman making a signifi-
cant amount less that the detective
sergeant; over $40,000 less. When
the detective sergeant was moved to
parking it created a vacuum, which
had to be filled etc. etc. This is mis-
management approved by the town
administrator and inferentially, the
Town Council.

The use of uniformed police offic-
ers in the civilian jobs of secretary or
administrative assistant in the records
bureau is a waste of talent and money.

When we get to the matter of trans-
parency, I made a suggestion con-
cerning the confidentiality normally
sought by and used by the Town. Mr.
LoGrippo deflects the suggestion by
saying that vendors have a right to
secrecy in their proprietary matters.
He is correct. Allow the vendors to
maintain such proprietary secrets but,
don’t let the Town hide its court settle-
ments and other tax-money expendi-
tures by requiring the other party to
the contract to confidentiality. and
then refuse to answer questions be-
cause the Town is bound by confi-
dentiality.

Concerning transparency, look at
the numerous versions offered by the
Town concerning when and by whom
decisions were made concerning the
pedestrian activated light on Central
Ave., 100 feet south of Clover St.
First, we heard that the public meet-
ings determined the location of the
light. That was in 2005. Then we are
told that unsigned drawings were
made and dated after the last meet-
ing. This was to defend the mid-
block light as decided in 2005. The
proponent of the pedestrian activated
light, former Councilman Mark
Ciarrocca, ran for office in 2007 and,
on TV, states his promise to put the
light on the corner of Central and
Clover. In 2010 and 2011 he said
numerous other things.

I made a suggestion that in matters
of public safety we have independent
expert advice and that the report be
made in writing and available to the
public. Mr. Lo Grippo thinks this
shows a warped view of government.

For months the Mayor and former
Councilman Ciarrocca flaunted their
dependence on the advice of their
traffic expert Gordon Meth who was
hired because no one had the experi-
ence. My suggestion is to expand on
this and allow the public to know what
is being planned which affects public
safety and to give their opinion.

At present, the number of firefighters
has been lowered to a dangerous mini-
mum. The police numbers, at least in
uniform that patrol our streets, is so
low that response time has been af-
fected. When these decisions were
made, they were made after consulta-
tion with the budget, not an expert in
police or fire safety. The public has
been misled by statements that there
has been no impact on public safety.
Mr. LoGrippo, as an appointee of those
responsible for those decisions, seems
to agree.

Again, I request a response to my
specific suggestions and facts to show
where I am wrong.

Greg Kasko, Ind.
Westfield

Candidate for Council, Ward 3

Letters to the Editor
Our election this year is a very im-

portant one. Dan Aschenbach, a career
politician, seeks re-election and as usual
claims to have all the solutions to
Cranford’s problems. Based on his his-
tory we should all be very suspicious
of him and his close association with
the Union County Democrat machine
that still has not kept its promise of
support for Cranford’s flood control
project. Kevin Campbell, who stands
to be mayor should Mr. Aschenbach
win the election, is on record opposing
further funding of flood control ef-
forts. Do I have your attention yet?

 I write as one who served as:
Cranford’s township engineer for 11
years; a pro bono activist on flood
control matters for 28 years; and as an
advisor and member of the Flood Ad-
visory Committee. I write as a 93-year
elder, having 70 years of diverse engi-
neering and military experience as a
U.S. Naval Ordnance Officer (World
War II) as an engineer, and as one who
has experienced the crisp decision
making of the military that has served
me well during my professional ca-
reer.

I also write as one who during his
tenure as township engineer saw four
major flood control projects initiated
and completed, relieving many resi-
dents from the ravages of chronic flood-
ing. (These projects do not include
construction of the Gregory A. Sgroi
Pump Station on Riverside Drive.) I
believe that these factors qualify me to
challenge many of Mr. Aschenbach’s
absurd statements and rambling letters
to the editor inflicted upon the public
during the past two decades.

Mr. Aschenbach’s failures fall into
these categories: inability to make
tough decisions; always wanting to
restudy programs designed by proven
professionals; always caving into the
NIMBY (Not In My Back Yard) men-
tality; second guessing; and a tendency
for making intemperate, arbitrary, false
and unreasonable statements.

For example, when four easements
were required for the construction of
the express sewer from Brookdale Road
to the Rahway River, he begged and
pleaded on bended knee, but it took
him five years to acquire the four ease-
ments. In a matter of weeks my staff
and I obtained the 32 easements for the
Brookside detention basin and down-
stream channel.

For the alignment of the express
sewer, he caved to the NIMBY mental-
ity and caused a restudy for a “better”
alignment. The cost was $20,000 and
consumed several months while yield-
ing nothing positive.

During March 2001, Mr. Aschenbach
and members of his majority ques-
tioned the competence of Killam As-
sociates (a leading engineering firm in
New Jersey and beyond) to continue

with our flood control program.
Aschenbach retained Camp Dresser &
McKee to “evaluate” Killam Associ-
ates. This action cost $32,000, pushed
the project into 2002, and confirmed
the competence of Killam.

On April 30, 2002, voting on a reso-
lution prepared by me before the Flood
Advisory Committee to approve the
Killam alignment of the express sewer,
Mr. Aschenbach supported it enthusi-
astically. When it came time for the
official vote by the Township Commit-
tee on August 13, 2002, Aschenbach
“flip flopped” and voted for a “politi-
cal” alignment with two minority and
renegade Republicans.

These four blunders cost the town-
ship $102,000, delayed the express
sewer project by more than two years,
and subsequently decreased the value
of the $9.25-million bond ordinance
by $757,666 due to escalation of costs
(Engineering News Record, a respected
construction publication.). These de-
lays prevented completing the overall
flood control project and caused costs
to escalate exponentially.

When the township acquired the Dr.
Hanson property on Springfield Av-
enue and there was discussion of its
best use, Mr. Aschenbach proposed an
“office park.” Imagine multi-story
buildings with huge parking lots in a
prime residential area.

On February 26, 1998 (Cranford
Chronicle), Mr. Aschenbach writes of
removing silt from the river on a “cost
benefit basis,” and his advisors tell him
that removing silt from the river is only
of aesthetic value, despite evidence to
the contrary.

He has made many irresponsible
statements on flood control, such as he
did before the Flood Advisory Com-
mittee, stating that the Killam flood
control plan would manage the Floyd
flood of September 16, 1999, for which
there is no solution. That was an abso-
lutely irresponsible statement – bla-
tantly false and a fabrication.

Similarly, his April 18, 2002 letter to
the Chronicle spoke of improving the
flow of the Rahway River by 20 per-
cent, apparently by waving a magic
wand at it.

His procrastinations, second guess-
ing, and delays have cost taxpayers
nearly a million dollars and prevented
completion of Phase II A and B – that
is, the pump station and all storm sew-
ers which have to be connected to the
pump station for maximum efficiency.

This upcoming election should be
about accountability and responsibil-
ity. I support the candidates that pledge
to be accountable, responsible and to
make flood control a priority in
Cranford.

Gregory Sgroi
Cranford

Most Exciting and Gutsy Football;
Westfield HS 37 to Union HS 35

I don’t think I’ve ever seen as ex-
citing and gutsy a football game at
Westfield High School as the 37-35
win over Union on Friday, October 7.

I’ve been watching WHS football
since the 1950’s.I’ve seen Montclair
take a 20-0 lead in the first quarter
against a Kehler team in the 1960’s,
but lost to Westfield 60-20. I saw
Glen Kehler’s five touchdown crush-
ing of Plainfield in the early 1960’s.
I’ve seen the 1977 Meadowland state
championship win over Barringer
before 37,000 at Giant Stadium. But
I’m not sure any of them were as
exciting as Westfield 37, Union 35.

The first half was steady, close
football with Westfield kicking a field
goal near the end of the first half to go
up 10-7. Union hadn’t done much in
the first half. Westfield missed a few
chances, but had what seemed a com-
fortable 10-7 lead.

The second half was a track meet.
Westfield couldn’t stop Bogan, a 10th
grader and one of two to three great
Union County running backs in 2011.
He ran for 307 yards, scored five touch-
downs with most of it in the second
half. He was literally unstoppable. But
each time he scored, Westfield came
back with a touchdown.

There were an incredible seven
lead changes in the game. That’s the
most I’ve ever seen in a single game
– from 0-7 to 10-7, from 10-7 to 10-
14, from 10-14 to 17-14, from 17-14
to 17-21, from 17-21 to 24-21, from
24-21 to 31-35 and finally from 31-
35 to 37-35. Lead changes are excit-

ing.
There were at least three onside

kick attempts. Even in extremely close
games, there is usually only one on-
side kick. In the first one, Union was
offside and was penalized. In a second
one, Westfield caught and held onto
the 10-yard kick. In the third one,
Union recovered the kick and, almost
immediately, Bogan scored.

But, the most exciting part was yet
to come. Union went ahead 31-35
with 37 seconds to play and Westfield
55 yards away, but needing a touch-
down (a field goal wouldn’t have
done it). With three timeouts avail-
able, Westfield got the ball to the
Union 25 yard line in five plays.
Great use of the clock. They had
seven seconds on the clock and one
play left.

Coach DeSarno called a half back
go option play and James O’Rouke,
the half back, threw a 25 yard strike
(his only pass of the game as he’s a
running back) to Mike Stravach as he
crossed the goal line as time ran out.

The crowd was completely demor-
alized when Union went up 31-35
with 37 seconds to play. But, it was
completely transformed to ecstasy in
an unbelievable comeback as time
ran out. The crowd stayed around for
a long time, drinking it in.

James O’Rourke, Peter Ondi, Nate
Mitchell, Mike Stravach were gutsy.
It was the most exciting Westfield
High football game I’ve ever seen.

Lee M. Hale, Chairman
Westfield Athletic Hall of Fame

www.uniquecruiseandtravel.com

Carol Bevere Kearney• Proprietor
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Canada Geese Facts
WESTFIELD – The Town of

Westfield is employing Border Col-
lies to control geese in Mindowaskin
Park. The company, Goose Runners,
is a family owned and operated busi-
ness that humanely and successfully
herds and rids properties of Canada
geese, using highly trained and skilled
Border Collies. –
www.gooserunners.com/

“Goose Facts: wingspan is between
18 and 22 inches; life span is about 20
years; Canada Geese mate for life;
spend about 12 hours a day grazing
on grasses, roots and other plant ma-
terial; geese weigh about 20 to 25
pounds; nesting is usually between
March and June; incubation period
for eggs is between 28 and 30 days;
average number of eggs in a clutch is
about five;mother goose waits until
all eggs are laid before she begins to
sit on the nest to incubate eggs.

“Goose Dogs: All of our Border
Collies have been professionally com-
peted in sheepdog trials and are still
being competed. Our dogs are also
child friendly, as they are all family
raised and some have participated in
a 4H program teaching responsibil-
ity and respect to animals.

“Services Offered: Canada Goose
Control (Controlling of Canada geese
on the property using trained Border
Collies.); Border Collies act as a natu-
ral predator with their stalking and
eye.; environmentally friendly and a
humane method.

“Long-Term Solutions: Egg Ad-
dling (The humane process of popu-
lation control as directed by New
Jersey and the Humane Society); long
-term population control; less likely
to have over protective parents ha-
rassing people; egg and nest docu-
mentation.”


