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The Westfield Board of Health
Provides Dead Animal Information

Cherokee Court Resident Praises
‘Lone Ranger’ Ending ‘Tobacco Road’

Running Border Collies At The
Mindowaskin Geese Is A Humane Way

Grateful, Thank You to
All Dear Ones

Through the courtesy of your pa-
per, I wish to convey our grateful
thanks to all you dear ones who of-
fered to us, in whatever way, loving
sympathy on the death of my hus-
band, Eardly.

We grieve, but our trust is in the
One who by His word framed the
worlds. (Hebrews 11: v.3).

Our thanks to the Westfield Police
for traffic control and to the staff at
Dooley’s for their compassionate
caring.

Helen Petersen and Family
Westfield

Sontz, Westfield Ward Three
Candidate, Discusses Fire Department

I commend the [Westfield] Town
Council and Friends of Mindowaskin
for the public-private partnership that
has resulted in a contract for border
collies to chase the Canadian geese
out of Mindowaskin Park, as reported
in The Westfield Leader on October 6.
Running border collies at the geese is
a humane way to remove what should
be migratory geese from their adopted
park homeland.

My family and I have tried to enjoy
Mindowaskin Park for most of the 20
years we’ve lived in Westfield, but
we abandoned the park in the last
several years because goose drop-
pings have proliferated as the goose
population has soared there. Goose
feces on pathways and grass are a
health hazard for people and ani-
mals, besides creating a most un-
pleasant walk through the park as one
attempts to sidestep the filth.

Not only are goose droppings un-
welcome in the park, they are decid-
edly unwelcome on my property. Yet
the huge Mindowaskin Park goose

population waddles frequently onto
lawns on North Euclid Avenue where
I live, seeking the green grass. Our
yard has been polluted by goose ex-
crement for years, like lawns sur-
rounding the park at the municipal
building, Presbyterian Church, Gray’s
Funeral Home, and others have been.
And group goose crossings that stop
vehicles on Broad Street, Mountain
Avenue, and myriad side streets — a
frequent occurrence — pose signifi-
cant traffic safety dangers.

A year ago, 39 North Euclid resi-
dents asked the mayor and town coun-
cil "to prevent and clean up" the filth
that the Mindowaskin geese leave
behind. Our First Ward representa-
tives, Frank Arena and Sam Della
Fera, met with us and pursued the
issue. I am glad that border collies
will be in the park daily. But if their
services do not succeed in deporting
the geese from the park, other mea-
sures should be employed.

Teresa Moore
Westfield

Regarding the pick-up of dead ani-
mals on public property and streets, a
clarification: For concerns regarding
all animals except deer, residents can
call the town’s free animal control
service program at the Associated
Humane Society, (973) 824-7080. To
have a dead deer removed, please call
the Health Department at (908) 789-
4070. The department will contact
the New Jersey Department of Trans-
portation, which collects dead deer
from public places. Unfortunately, it
may take days for the NJDOT to get
the dead deer. For more information,
please call Ken Pincus, the principal
registered environmental health spe-
cialist, at (908) 789-4070, extension
4072.

The seasonal influenza vaccina-
tion program is on-going. Additional
flu vaccination clinics are scheduled
and the sites are posted on the
Westfield Regional Health Depart-
ment website www.westfieldnj.gov/
health. In addition, residents can call
Laura Scanlon, the public health nurs-
ing supervisor, at (908) 789-4070,
extension 4074, to schedule a flu
vaccination appointment at the health

department office in the municipal
building. There is a $10 cash fee for
each person vaccinated who does not
have Medicare.

The Health Department is spon-
soring free screening for Peripheral
Vascular Disease with Overlook
Medical Center on Thursday, Octo-
ber 13, from 10 a.m. to noon in the
Westfield Municipal Building. The
department is also sponsoring free
Diabetes Mellitus screening with
Overlook on Thursday, November
10 from 10 a.m. to noon in the mu-
nicipal building. For more informa-
tion about these programs, please call
Ms. Scanlon at the above number.

Information about all of the
department’s activities is available
on www.westfieldnj.gov/health. The
complete minutes of the October 3
meeting will be posted after review
and approval at our November 7
meeting, which starts at 5:30 p.m. in
the municipal building. At that meet-
ing the Board of Health will also
review and discuss the Town Sani-
tary Code to update and improve it.

Lawrence Budnick, MD
President, Westfield Board of Health

Since December 2005, the resi-
dents of Cherokee Court having been
living next to an “eyesore” house
under construction on Cherokee
Court. For three years the burned
house was left as is while the owners
decided its fate. For the past three
years, the owner, with no prior con-
struction experience, has been build-
ing a “McMansion.” It has been very
difficult making sure this “contrac-
tor” adheres to town ordinances to
keep the site in safe, properly main-
tained fashion. After multiple com-
plaints by the neighborhood, the offi-
cials forced him to comply. Periodic
follow-up was needed by the neigh-
borhood as the owner consistently let
the property look unkempt.

Finally, along comes our “Lone
Ranger,” Third Ward Councilman
Mark LoGrippo. He saw in his own
eyes by personally visiting what we
have lived with for the past six years.
Mark is currently helping resolve all
of the issues on this site. He met with
15 of the 18 residents of Cherokee
Court (the other three were watching

their young children or traveling) and
is actively involved in making sure
this property is brought into compli-
ance. He listened intently to our com-
ments for two hours and took copi-
ous notes, which he e-mailed to all of
the residents with a plan of action. He
has taken our thoughts, recommen-
dations and observations to town of-
ficials and proper action has been
taken.

Leaders act and this is an outstand-
ing example of his superb leadership
in action. Westfield prides itself on
being an idyllic community. For the
tax dollars we pay, one should not
have to live a “Tobacco Road” setting
like we have endured for almost six
years. With Mark LoGrippo on our
team and in our corner, the residents
of Cherokee Court feel thankful for
his representation of our wants and
need. Please help re-elect him as our
Third Ward Councilman. We need
representative officials like Mark
LoGrippo in the Third Ward as does
the whole Town of Westfield.

William and Janet Garbarini
Westfield

I am Matt Sontz, the Democratic
candidate for Westfield Town Coun-
cil for the Third Ward. Our fire de-
partment provides essential protec-
tion for us. We need to provide our
fire department with the personnel
and equipment they need.

The Town Council’s policy in deal-
ing with our fire department has
caused Westfield’s fire rating to be
lowered. That means our town will
likely have to pay higher insurance
premiums, which means we will have
to pay more. It may also mean an
increase in our individual
homeowners’ insurance premiums.
There is no benefit to anyone in hav-
ing less fire protection while paying
more to the insurance companies.

Although Westfield has a fully op-
erational ladder truck parked in the
North Avenue Fire Station, it is not
staffed and is not used. A ladder truck
is necessary to allow firefighters to
access higher floors to make rescues
and to access roofs to vent heat, which
is essential in slowing the spread of
fire. The Ferraro’s fire in our down-
town required the response of mul-
tiple ladder trucks. It is shocking that
ladder trucks from other towns could
respond, but the Westfield ladder truck
sat idle in its garage across the street!

The “two in/two out” rule exists
for firefighter safety. That rule re-
quires firefighters to enter a building
in teams of two. If a team goes into a
building, then another team has to be
outside ready to assist them if neces-
sary. It is essentially a buddy system
for the firefighters’ protection. The

Town Council only staffs our two fire
stations, North Avenue and Central
Avenue, with three firefighters each.
That means when a fire truck with
three firefighters arrives at a fire, the
firefighters must make a dangerous
decision: violate the “two in/two out”
safety rule to save someone or re-
spect the safety rule and wait for
another fire truck to arrive with more
firefighters. No firefighter should
have to make that kind of decision.
He or she should have the proper
support immediately.

We have to find ways to properly
staff our fire department. Among the
options we should be considering
that will both provide necessary fire
protection and stay within our means
are: Supplementing our paid fire de-
partment with volunteers, which is
expressly permitted and envisioned
in our Town Code, finding grants and
other sources of revenues to support
our fire department, and cutting
wasteful spending on things such as
the Town Council’s policy of giving
full-time pensions to part-time em-
ployees.

Our Town Council needs a change,
a new perspective, and new members
to aggressively confront our chal-
lenges. I hope you will support me in
this endeavor. Please support me with
your vote on Election Day, which is
November 8, 2011. You can read more
about my campaign and the issues by
visiting www.mattsontz.com.

Matt Sontz, Dem
Westfield

Candidate for Council, Third Ward

HANK WILLIAMS
BOUNCED? AIN’T
WATCHIN’ MON.

NITE FB NO MORE

Council Candidate Westfield Ward One

Openness, Visioning and Public Consultation, Tim Van Epp
I am Tim Van Epp, the Democratic

candidate for Westfield Town Coun-
cil for the First Ward. Our views may
be better represented and our tax
money better spent if Town Council
business were conducted more in the
open. Governing a community effec-
tively requires understanding its
needs, which in turn requires fully
informing the community of issues
and proactively soliciting input and
feedback from all stakeholders. As
you know, the town is actually very
diverse politically – that diversity
needs to be reflected when decisions
are made by and for our community.
At present, whole segments of the
community have not been involved
in shaping the future or our town
because they have not been politi-
cally “connected.” We need to better
tap into our citizen resources and
draw on their enthusiasm for our
community’s potential.

When bad times limit the extent
and accessibility of our usual “go to”
resources and ways of doing things,
we need to be open to finding new
sources of revenue and grants, as
well as ways to cut costs. We need to
be creative, resourceful and flexible.
We cannot wait for state and federal
funding to preserve our future, nor
can we wait for private sector incen-
tives and “trickle down” policies to
yield results at the local level. Our
most valuable resource is ourselves
— the residents and businesses of
Westfield. Working together, we can

take small steps to improve our town’s
future and continue to enjoy the qual-
ity of life we have while helping to
reduce costs and improve the way
our town, businesses and residents
work together. It is not about more
layers of government or more taxes,
it is about empowering the whole
Westfield community, residents and
businesses to get involved and bring
their substantial skills and resources
to solve problems and proactively
envision and build a sustainable fu-
ture for all of us.

A proven tool used by local com-
munities all over the country to em-
power and consult residents is called
“visioning.” Visioning is like a series
of town hall meetings moderated by
an outside facilitator where residents
can brainstorm solutions to general
or specific issues. Visioning can be
defined as “inclusive and compre-
hensive public involvement programs
designed to anticipate, visualize,
measure, and plan the future of a
neighborhood, city, or region.”[1] The
basic principles of visioning are in-
clusiveness, transparency, careful
design, and commitment to imple-
mentation. Visions produce the over-
all planning context for more spe-
cific proposals. Visioning outcomes
include: (1) the values, which repre-
sent what residents genuinely want;
(2) the vision, which articulates the
way the community can address those
values; and (3) the policies, which
determine how the vision can be

implemented.
For example, if the town’s budget

and finances were the focus of a
visioning process, we could address:
(1) sharing more services with neigh-
boring towns; (2) expanding the com-
mercial tax base for our existing busi-
nesses; and only then (3) decide if we
still need to cut costs and, if so, which
ones. If transportation and public
works were the topic, we could ad-
dress how to set up a more responsive
and transparent system for residents
and businesses to: (1) report their
problems; (2) get early
acknowledgement and feedback from
the Town; and (3) track progress in
resolving the problem online.

There is a great tradition of
volunteerism in Westfield, much of it
focused on schools and sports. How-
ever, I believe it can also tremen-
dously benefit town governance. I
promise to be available and respon-
sive, to listen to and act on your
concerns and ideas, and to advocate
processes like visioning that will take
full advantage of the diversity of views
and talents offered by our commu-
nity. If elected, I will champion get-
ting you, the residents and businesses
of Westfield, involved in envisioning
and realizing the future you want for
our community.

[1] - Visioning and Visualization:
People, Pixels, and Plans” by Michael
Kwartler and Gianni Longo.

Tim Van Epp
Westfield Council Candidate

It’s been more than nine years as this issue searches for an ending.
October 10, 2002 Leader/Times Archive

Do Traffic Signals Make Matters Better Or
Is The Real Issue The Amount Of Traffic?

Proposals for new traffic signals in neighborhoods
– such as the one proposed for the intersection of
Clover Street and Central Avenue in Westfield –
create controversy. There are good arguments on
both sides, for and against. When it comes to one’s
home or one’s child walking to school, the issue
becomes personal. It doesn’t matter what town it
might be; all residents have similar concerns and
emotions. If new traffic lights were proposed for
Martine Avenue in Fanwood, New Providence Road
in Mountainside or Central Avenue in Westfield, the
apprehensions would be the same.

There are strong emotions for and against the
proposed traffic signal at Clover and Central. The
proponents want a safe means for children to cross
Central Avenue while going to school. The oppo-
nents say that the light would cause traffic to divert
onto the back streets and create more hazardous
conditions for the adjacent neighborhoods where

kids play.
There have been petitions from neighborhood

groups to stop the light. Then there’s the “backpack
brigade” – where memos are sent home from school
with the kids to parents to promote the project. There
are calls and letters to the newspaper. We understand
there is a neighborhood meeting tonight at 6 p.m. in
the Administration Conference Room of the Mu-
nicipal Building.

We feel it’s good for the issues to be discussed by
the neighborhood. There are many agencies in-
volved, and presumably their experts can help with
the review. For a traffic light to be approved, the state
and county highway departments – and the town –
are all involved.

Whether or not this light proves sensible, isn’t the
real issue the amount of traffic? Traffic is like water
rolling downhill – if it is stopped in one place, it will
flow somewhere else.

October 13, 2011 Leader/Times
The traffic signal project at Central Avenue and

Clover is now complete, but the controversy is more
embittered than ever over the implementation. The
Westfield Town Council meetings have been belea-
guered for several months by vitriol debate about
whether it was done “right or wrong” — about who
did what to whom, and when. The debate is debili-
tating to the affairs of the town and disparaging to the
mood of the citizens. Somehow, the matter must be

put to bed.
What is unclear to us is: Is the current embodiment

optimum? Would the matter be resolved or wors-
ened if the traffic signal were moved to the intersec-
tion as conventional? How difficult would it be to
relocate it 30 or so feet? What are the impacts? What
is the cost?

This matter should not fester as a test of wills for
another nine years.

Answers to last week’s arcane words.
1. Rousant – In heraldry, designating a

bird, rising as if preparing to fly
2. Trollop – An untidy or dirty woman
3. Acrisy – Condition in which no right

judgment can be formed
4. Queme – To please

Below are four arcane words, each
with four definitions – only one is cor-
rect. The others are made up. Are you
sharp enough to discern this deception of
diction?

If you can guess one correctly – good
guess. If you get two – well-read indi-
vidual. If you get three – word expert. If
you get all four – You must have a lot of
free time!

All words and correct definitions
come from the board game Diction
Deception.

TRICHOGENOUS
1. Producing hair
2. Introversion of the edge of the eye-

lid or of any similar structure
3. Abnormal fear of childbirth
4. Producing three offspring

LOKE
1. The seed pod of legumes
2. A green vegetable pigment
3. Private road or lane
4. A given site or location

PALUDISM
1. Characterized by an ashy, white

complexion
2. Acting like a heroic champion; in a

knightly fashion
3. Malaria
4. Acting indiscreetly; carelessly

POLDER
1. Lowland reclaimed from a lake or

sea by means of high embankments
2. A phantom, ghost or vision
3. A flying squirrel
4. Given to be argumentative or dis-

agreeable

See more letters on page 5

November 8 Campaign
Public candidate forums will be

held at the municipal buildings for
the Fanwood and Westfield elections.
They will be televised on the local
TV stations.

Westfield will be held on October
24 at 7 p.m. and Fanwood will be
held on October 27 at 7 p.m.

The public is invited to e-mail top-
ics for discussion in advance to
editor@goleader.com.

See candidate information at
www.goleader.com/11_election. The
special election edition, November
3, of this newspaper will be mailed to
all residents in Fanwood, Westfield
and Garwood as well as to regular
subscribers.

Your State Legislators
---LD-21---

Sen. Thomas Kean, Jr. (R)
Westfield, (908)-232-3673

Asm. Jon Bramnick (R)
Westfield, (908)-232-2073

Asm. Nancy  Munoz (R)
Summit, (908)-918-0414

---LD-22---
Sen. Nicholas Scutari (D)

Linden, (908)-587-0404
Asw. Linda  Stender (D)

Scotch Plains, (908)-668-1900
Asm. Jerry  Green (D)

Plainfield, (908)-561-5757

7th Congressional District
Representative Leonard Lance, 425

North Avenue E., Westfield, NJ 07090
(908) 518-7733


