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Courtesy of Dean Talcott
BIG EAST...The point conversion was good in the third quarter as Rutgers,
dressed in their black uniforms, defeated Pittsburgh 34 to 10 on Sunday, October
8, 2011.

Horace Corbin for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times
STUNNED...Giant fans at John and Carol Lepore’s home in Westfield are
stunned Sunday while watching the Seahawks intercept Manning’s pass on the
goal line to win the game.

WHISTLE STOP...Councilman Russ Huegel, Mayor Colleen Mahr and Council
Candidate Kevin Boris stop for nourishment on the campaign trail at Fanwood’s
Club West located on South Avenue. The candidates sample healthy drinks and
discuss how this business was doing. See fanwooddems.com.

MEAT OF THE MATTER...Councilman Kevin Glover, right, provides a proc-
lamation from the Township of Scotch Plains to Vincent, center, and Nicolas
Losavio of John’s Meat Market for being named “Best Butcher” for 2 years in a
row.

Courtesy of Gene Jannotti
DOGGIE DOORMAN...Carol Kearney, while campaigning door-to-door for the
Garwood Council seat, receives a friendly greeting from Max at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. Tombs.

LESSON IN CIVICS...Theresa, 3, and Rebecca, 9, daughters of Charlie and
Melanie White of Westfield, get firsthand lessons on the Bill of Rights last
Thursday at the Occupy Wall Street encampment at Zuccotti Park in Lower
Manhattan. The girls hear speakers, observe national media reporting on and
interviewing movement participants, see planning workgroups in action and
watch the NYPD balance public safety and freedom of assembly concerns.

asset to the community.”
Later in the meeting, the governing

body approved a resolution to award
the bid for an initial parks master
plan improvements at LaGrande Park.

Also approved was a bid award for
the borough’s sidewalk and curbing
replacement program, which includes
a walkway that will allow seniors
more convenient access to the Forest
Road Park building.

In other business Tuesday night,
the mayor and council approved two
resolutions applying to shared ser-
vices. One authorizes the borough to
sign an agreement with Scotch Plains
to provide senior citizen bus services;
the other calls for the borough to join
Scotch Plains and the Board of Edu-
cation in a “cooperative pricing” ar-
rangement to save money on trash
collection. Fanwood is expected to
save about $2,800 per year through
the latter.

The governing body also honored
Police Sergeant Thomas Jedic for
“30 years of exemplary service.”

Mayor Mahr, calling Sgt. Jedic “a
symbol of our community” and not-
ing his many contributions to the
borough in addition to police work
said, “You’ve given so much to this
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Mr. Guarriello also recommended
the council hire a site licensed
remediation professional (SLRP) to
complete the oil tank removal
remediation because the Department
of Environmental Protection (DEP) is
taking too long, and this person will
“streamline” matters and complete the
task “quicker.” He said he received two
bid proposals, one from Slack for
$8,400 and one from Hatch Mott
MacDonald for $34,000.

The differences he said were that one
included pricing for a temporary well,
and the other a permanent well, and
Slack’s proposal was to remove five
tons and Hatch Mott MacDonald’s was
for 40 tons, but based on Slack’s rates
he would figure if 40 tons were needed
to be removed than it would only
ramp up its cost some $6,000. He
said it would not be known how
much contaminated soil would need
to be removed until the testing is
completed by the SLRP.

Members of the council asked the
mayor to address the tree stump from
the downed tree on Oak Street caused
by Hurricane Irene, saying it is a
liability issue.

Last Thursday at North Avenue
and Walnut Street, a minivan acci-
dentally drove into a pole, causing
damage to the borough’s planter and
the decorative lamppost owned by
PSE&G, as well as leaving electri-
cal wires dangling. The pole and
electrical wiring is now repaired.
PSE&G is responsible for fixing the
lamppost and the borough will seek
insurance reimbursement from the
driver’s insurance.

Anne Kettles of Cranford asked
that her father, George Casabona,
mayor of Garwood from 1962-1964,
along with other mayors who were
“instrumental in erecting the Garwood
underpass” have a plaque made up

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

Garwood Council

Manager Al Faella to enter into an
agreement with Aramark Correctional
Services, Inc. of Atlanta, Ga., to pro-
vide food services to the county jail
for a two-year period, November 13,
2011 to November 12, 2013, with an
option for a one-year extension, in an
amount not to exceed $2,792,638. Mr.
Riordan said the county provides
900,000 inmate meals per year, and
the cost went up from $1.12 to $1.18
per meal.

Joseph Graziano, director of the
Department of Engineering, Public
Works and Facilities, asked for sup-
port of a resolution authorizing the
county manager to execute a joint
funding agreement with the U.S.
Department of Interior, U.S. Geologi-
cal Survey, for the operation and main-
tenance of a flood monitoring system
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Cranford Twp. Committee
Honors Hurricane Effortswhen it was being executed and you

didn’t come out with a desired out-
come,” Mr. Britt said.

If elected in November, Mr. Britt
said a GOP majority mayor and coun-
cil would have to decide whether to
continue the merging of municipal
departments with Scotch Plains or
whether to “recalibrate the shared-
services study” while also “looking
at the benefits of total consolidation”
for a comparison.

“It really comes down to the cost
benefit analysis which we just think
has been lacking. We don’t think
the real picture has been consid-
ered,” Mrs. Cole said. “There needs
to be a much greater analysis done
before we can move forward so that
we make sure Fanwood sees ben-
efits to whatever we do, not just to
say we’re sharing services to share
services.”

Mr. Britt said he favors conducting
a baseline projection that looks ahead
five years to see where the growth in
the cost for services is as a basis in
support for or against sharing par-
ticular services. The borough is also
looking at sharing services for po-
lice, public works and municipal court
with Scotch Plains.

Mr. Benedict pointed to the 9-1-1
dispatch shared services pilot pro-
gram with the county, which is said to
supposedly achieve $280,000 in sav-
ings for the borough over three years.

“I don’t know if that factored in the
fact that Union County taxes went up
this year significantly (in Fanwood).
And you have to question whether
they went up because now they are
doing our dispatch,” Mr. Benedict
said. “We pushed the dollars away
from the local municipality, but we
wound up paying more in Union
County taxes.” He said municipal
taxes went up on average $9 per ho-
meowner this year.

“(Under the state’s new mandated
2-percent cap on tax levy increases),
you would think that we could come
in even lower, especially with the
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By FRED T. ROSSI
Specially Written for The Scotch Plains-Fanwood Times

CRANFORD — Mayor Daniel
Aschenbach on Tuesday presented
certificates of appreciation to a num-
ber of township departments and of-
ficials, local utilities and township
volunteers and organizations for their
efforts during and after Hurricane
Irene.

Calling the August 27-28 storm
and its aftermath an “incredible trag-
edy for the town,” the mayor, speak-
ing at Tuesday’s township committee
meeting, noted that many Cranford
homeowners “are still living on the
second floor” of their flood-damaged
homes while they await appraisals
and payments from their insurance
companies. Praising the efforts of
township employees, the mayor said,
“It didn’t take much for those who
serve you to know what their job
was.” And speaking of the numerous
volunteers who assisted before, dur-
ing and after the storm, the mayor
said, “Those who volunteered knew
where to go” to provide help.

The mayor presented certificates
to several township departments.
Twelve members of the police de-
partment, including Police Chief Eric
Mason, accepted a certificate as au-
dience members stood and applauded.
The mayor presented a certificate to
the fire department, citing its “re-
markable job” in recruiting residents
and pumping out flooded basements.

The township Department of Pub-
lic Works, along with Township En-
gineer Richard Marsden, were pre-
sented with certificates for their ef-
forts preparing for the storm and, in
its wake, picking up some 90,000
tons of household and other debris.
The mayor praised the downtown
management corporation for its as-
sistance to the business community,
which was affected both by the flood-
ing and the lack of electricity for
several days.

The mayor presented the first aid
squad with a certificate, telling its
seven representatives that “we appre-
ciate very much all of your efforts.” A
representative of Public Service Elec-
tric & Gas (PSE&G) was given a
certificate to acknowledge the utility’s
efforts in restoring power, which was
out for several days after the storm.
The township’s building department
was praised for its “incredible job” in
processing several hundred building
permits last month as homeowners
began to rebuild and repair their
houses.

The mayor also praised the staff of
TV-35 for their efforts in keeping
residents informed during the storm.
Mayor Aschenbach also singled out
for praise Mr. Mason, who also serves
as acting township administrator, and
Township Attorney Daniel McCarthy,
saying they had been “incredible at
serving the community during the
past month.”

Later in the meeting, Mayor
Aschenbach provided further post-
hurricane information, saying that
the task force looking into the future
of the municipal building will meet
today, October 13. The ground floor
of the building was severely dam-
aged in the storm, resulting in several
municipal offices being relocated to
temporary trailers in the municipal
parking lot. The task force will report
its recommendations by late Novem-
ber.

The Rahway River Watershed Con-
ference will be held on Friday, Octo-
ber 21, at Union County College in
an effort to develop flood control
solutions in conjunction with other
towns along the river, both upstream
and downstream. And the Army Corps
of Engineers will hold a preliminary
presentation on its report regarding
the stability of the river’s dike system
on Monday, October 17, with a pub-
lic presentation to follow shortly af-
terwards.

In other business, the mayor ap-
pointed Carol Berns to the environ-
mental commission, replacing
Linda MacMenamie, who resigned.
The mayor also reminded residents
that the annual CROP Walk for
Hunger will take place on Sunday,
October 23.

During a brief exchange with Re-
publican township committee candi-
date Lisa Adubato, Mayor
Aschenbach defended a letter he in-
cluded with the recently-mailed sewer
tax bills after Ms. Adubato accused
him of using the “tragedy that’s af-
fected our town” to promote his own
re-election prospects next month with
taxpayer funds.

 The mayor said it was “important
to let residents know we’re there for
them” in the aftermath of the hurri-
cane, and told Ms. Adubato that other
mayors had included letters with tax
bills. He also defended the separa-
tion of the sewer bill, saying that it
could not be folded back into the
overall municipal budget —subject
to a 2-percent state-mandated cap
— without cutting 21 municipal
positions.

town and it shows.”
Police Chief Richard Trigo said,

“The enthusiasm you had when you
showed up [for work] today…was
the same as you had 30 years ago
when [retired] Chief [Anthony]
Parenti hired you.”

Sgt. Jedic thanked the mayor, coun-
cil, and his fellow police officers for
their support and admitted, “Thirty
years, literally, has flown by.”

Sgt. Jedic was presented with a
wooden plaque crafted from a piece
of the former landmark Fanwood oak
tree.

Mayor Mahr announced plans for
a ribbon cutting this Saturday, Octo-
ber 15, at 2 p.m. at the children’s
library. That section of the library has
been closed since the spring due to
damage from flooding that required
considerable cleanup, repair, and
renovation.

in the Lower Rahway River Basin,
beginning October 1, 2011 through
September 30, 2012, for a sum not to
exceed $14,990. The operation would
take place in Springfield, Cranford and
Clark, he said.

Bibi Taylor, director of the Depart-
ment of Finance, asked the freeholders
to modify the county adopted budget in
the amount of $137,995 to utilize a
grant received from the New Jersey
Office of Homeland Security and Pre-
paredness for a program called FFY09
Interoperable Emergency Communi-
cations Grant (IECGP).

Ms. Taylor asked the board to modify
the budget by $269,863, as a result of
notification received from the U.S.
Department of Justice for a program
called 2011 Edward Byrne Memorial
Assistance Grant.

with their names honoring this legacy.
“My father three-and-a-half weeks

ago almost died,” she said. “I feel he
should have this done before he dies.”
The mayor said she would speak with
her privately.

Many residents asked when the
recreation complex would be com-
pleted. The council has no concrete
date, but Borough Clerk Christina
Ariemma said she expects that the
borough attorney will have completed
reviewing the bid specifications by
early next week. Then it will be ad-
vertised for 30 days, and once the
bids are received the council has up
to 60 days to award the bid, and it
takes three weeks to sign a contract.
Mr. Guarriello said regarding next
year’s baseball season, “I think we
realized it was going to be one season
lost.”

Finance Committee Chairman Jim
Mathieu said revenue collections for
September were “more than double”
from last September at $109,425.

The council unanimously approved
a maintenance contract for a generator.

In a 5-1 vote, with Councilman
Mathieu opposing, the council passed
the amendment to set fees for borough
police officers’ work outside of their
jobs. “I’m going to vote no on it be-
cause I don’t understand it,” he said,
noting he did not receive any paper-
work about the amendment. He said
the council is “getting into a bad habit”
of voting without full knowledge of
what is being voted on.

A representative from the Union
County Utilities Authority (UCUA)
will address the council regarding the
extension of the lease with Covanta at
the next council meeting on Tuesday,
October 25. Garwood is one of 14
towns with contracts with the UCUA.
The Covanta lease is being extended
through 2031.

major cut (in Fanwood taxes) by the
board of education,” Mr. Benedict
said. He noted that the borough will
“still be feeling the repercussions of
the 38-percent increase (in munici-
pal taxes) over the last five years.”

“We are looking to manage the
town well,” Mrs. Cole said. “[We
want to] look at the ways of spending
that has been done in the past; change
the spending, change the borrowing,
change the management and do it for
the betterment of everyone in
Fanwood,” Mrs. Cole said.

Speaking of the acquisition and
renovation of the caboose, Mr. Britt
said initially the renovations were to
be completed by volunteers who
would restore the structure. But then
the borough discovered that the rail
car contained lead paint that had to be
removed per state and federal stan-
dards, thus elevating the cost of the
renovation from under $100,000 to
$330,000, an amount that has now
escalated to $380,000.

“We now have a caboose and there
is no exit strategy,” Mr. Britt said. In
his opinion the project should be pri-
vately funded, not supported through
borough taxes.

Mr. Benedict said he would rather
those funds be used to subsidize the
renovations of borough homes and
structures “to their original luster” or
for installing sidewalks on streets that
do not have them in an effort to in-
crease the safety of children.

Mr. Britt also questioned the
borough’s bonding for a $2-million
loan in 2008 for the purchase of the
former Livingston-Wilbor property,
which is located next to the former
Dean Oil property. As a former in-
dustrial site, the Livingston-Wilbor
site is likely to have “a level of con-
tamination” which would be “a big
liability” for Fanwood, Mr. Britt said.

He said over the last four years,
Fanwood has added $6 million to its
outstanding debt, including the $2
million for the Livingston-Wilbor
property.
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Thursday, October 27, at
Fanwood Borough Hall, 7 p.m. The
public is invited to attend and to
send suggested topics for discus-
sion to editor@goleader.com


